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1 Peter 3:18 For Christ died for sins once for all, the 
righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
 Revival!  It’s an old-fashioned word, but one 
that is still very necessary among faithful people.  It 
happens in churches and congregations throughout 
the world, across all denominations, in large towns 
and major cities, small communities and even remote 
villages. 
 
 Revival comes to a church, very much like our 
own, when we get set in our ways, when everything 
becomes routine and so-so, when the same old things 
go on week after week, month after month, year after 
year. Instead of yearning for God, we end up 
yawning. Instead of being fired up with the Spirit, 
we cozy down and slumber. 
 
 Erin needs revival. Faith has become so easy 
to us that we’re taking God for granted. We’ve heard 
the scriptures so many times, that we’re bored with 
them. Instead of being alive to Christ and spreading 
His message, we’ve become dead to the Spirit and 
dyed in the wool. And if you think this doesn’t apply 
to us, then ask yourself the following questions: 
 

• Is Sunday worship important to me, or I can take 
it or leave it? 

• Do I open my Bible everyday or just when I need 
it? 

• Are my prayers very short and straight to the 
point, or do I take time to talk to God? 

• If I gave up my faith today, would it make any 
difference to how I live my life? 

• If Jesus returned as I’m reading this sentence, 
would I be ready to meet Him? 

 
 If your faith has grown flabby and weary, 
insignificant and insubstantial, then you need  
 

 

revival.  If your life is disappointing and you haven’t 
any purpose, then you need revival.  If Jesus is just a 
story book character in your head or a pleasant 
childhood memory, then you need revival.  If you 
find yourself empty, isolated and alone, abandoned 
in a wilderness and weary of the world, then you, my 
friend,  need revival. 
 
 Our Creative ministry team, Erin Express are 
taking this need for revival very seriously. At the 
moment, those involved with the group are preparing 
& writing a special music and drama presentation 
which will become a launch pad for revival in our 
own church and across several Presbyterian 
congregations in this area.  
 
 The need for revival in a whole host of like-
minded Presbyterian churches across our city and in 
the surrounding communities, has given our Creative 
ministry team a valuable vision, a godly goal and a 
divine dream to be recognized, visualized and 
realized throughout this summer. 
 
 You can be part of this ministry too. We not 
only need singers and musicians, but dramatists, 
dancers, sound and lightning technicians, shakers 
and movers, costumiers, sponsors, donors and 
publicists. And if you can’t do any of those things, 
then there is one other important talent that we need 
- prayer people. Pray for revival in our wee church. 
Pray for revival to fall like sweet rains upon the 
hearts and minds, souls and spirits of all our people. 
Pray for revival which will re-equip, enable and 
enhance our whole church, so that we can go out into 
the world around us breathing life into weary people 
and faith into lost hearts. 
 
 May Jesus restore His joy to your heart and 
may you seek to worship His ways. 

 
     John 

Erin Presbyterian 
Church News 
April 2003 
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SUNDAY WORSHIP 
 

April 6 
COMMUNION AND BAPTISM 

Jeremiah 31:31-34 and Hebrews 5:5-10 
“The Eternal Source  of Salvation” 

 
April 13 

PALM SUNDAY 
John 12:12-16 and Philippians 2:5-11 

“Jesus Christ is Lord” 
 

April 20 
EASTER 

Mark 16:1-8 and 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
“Reader’s Play:  A Matter of Life and Death” 

 
April 27 

SENIOR ADULT SUNDAY 
 
 

THANK YOU 
 
 Thank you to everyone at Erin for your well-
wishes and constant prayer during the past several 
months.  I have started a new treatment and am 
feeling somewhat more energetic and healthy.  Your 
care is so appreciated. 
 Jo Ludwig 

 
DEAR FAMILY 

 
 Dear family of Erin and members of the 
Barnabas Society – For so many months you have 
remembered us with your prayers, calls, visits, cards 
and food.  Thank you for your love shown in so 
many ways.  Our days are better because of you. 
 Pat and Claude Houbler 

 
BARNABAS SOCIETY 

  
 Do you need us to make a difference in your 
life?  This ministry of encouragement wishes to 
enhance the care and support of the people at Erin 
Church.  Prepared meals, cards and notes mailed, 
and telephone calls are a few of the love services 
that we provide.  For more information on this 
ministry or to seek help, please contact Harriet 
Ayres, 986-9822, or the church office, 588-5350. 

VOLUNTEERS LIST 
 
 Please check the list below each month and 
mark your calendar for the week(s) when you are 
responsible for the following activities: 
 
Greeters 

April 6 Mike Pierce and Patty Britton 
April 13 Tom and Virginia Chesney 
April 20 Eleanor Jaynes and Marjorie Swanner 
April 27 Morgan and Pat Fitch 
 
Ushers 

April 6 Jayne Yancey, Rob Matthews, 
Harriet Ayers, Gary Blackburn 

April 13 Randy and Regina Bishop, 
Mary Nelle and Mike Cate 

April 20 Tom Chesney, David Cowen, 
Jimmy Dean, Hugh Jaynes 

April 27 Morgan and Pat Fitch, Alex 
Jaynes, Mary Scarbrough 

 
Nursery Volunteer 

April 6 Unknown 
April 13 Joanne Clelland 
April 20 Jane Cowen 
April 27 Marjorie McLean 
 
Guide and Scripture Reader 

April 6 Becca Berry and John Baucom 
April 13 Gary Blackburn and Harriet Ayres 
April 20 Regina and Randy Bishop 
April 27 Evelyn and John Stuart 
 
Enrichment 

April 6 Tracy Long 
April 13 Pam Pfeifer 
April 20 Karen Price 
April 27 Laura Dean 
 
Counters 

April 6 Ann Snodgrass and Randy Bishop 
April 13 Mary Nelle Cate and Marjorie McLean 
April 20 Larry McKay and Gary Blackburn 
April 27 Becca Berry and Jane Cowen 
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PRAYER REMINDERS 
  
And the prayer of faith will save the sick 
man, and the Lord will raise Him up.  Pray 
for one another that you may be healed. 
 James 5:15-16 

Please remember these members of Erin’s family in 
your prayers during the coming month: 
Arbor Terrace Helen Staples 
Shannondale  Leila Rimmer, Room 215 

   (Agnes Kirby’s mother) 
   Carolyn Cuany, Room 208 
 Irene Cooper, Room 235 
At Home  Mae Brandon-Pershing 
   Christie Blanchard 

   J. D. and Margaret Casteel 
   Cornelia Erskine 
   Gladys Fisher 
   Kim Grooms 
   Connie Hawkins 
   Ruth Henderson 
   Pat Houbler 
   Ann Johns 
   Jo Ludwig 
   Elizabeth Martinson 
   J. E. Pershing 
   Ethan Shannon 
 Kent Shore 
 (friend of Darrell Hickman) 
   Bonnie Sise 
   Pat Swain 
   Pearl Swallows 
   Jeannette van Aalst 
 Michael Williams 
 (Bill Williams’ son) 
In Kansas Bob Ellis 

 (Helen Staples’ nephew) 
In Michigan Flora Hudson, 

 (Mae Brandon-Pershing’s sister) 
In Scotland Barbara Smith  

 (Evelyn Stuart’s mother) 
In Johnson City Chris Skinner 

 (Tracy Foster’s friend) 
In Cincinnati, Ohio Imogene Foster 

 (Juanita Sloan’s sister) 
In Osceola, Virginia Dick 
Wisconsin (LaVonne Knight’s sister) 
In Canada Chantal and Brandy LaMarsh 

 Ron McKay, 
  Jessie Hansen 
 (Larry and Anna McKay’s family) 
In Vero Beach, Fla. Edith Stellaci 

 (Regina Bishop’s mother) 
In Brunswick, Ga. Avery Henry 

 (Tracy Henry’s father) 
St. Jude’s Walker Hecht (4-years-old) 
Young Life, Oregon Matt and Caroline Cate  
   Hottman 
Our missionaries Rev. & Mrs. Andres Garcia 

    (Cost Rica) 
   Rev. & Mrs. Dan Turk 
    (Georgia) 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
 
David Snodgrass April 1 
Tom Pfeifer April 1 
Carol Robbins April 2 
Henry Thomas Ritchie V April 3 
Helen Staples April 3 
Karen Price April 6 
Daniel Berry April 9 
Ryan Burrell April 9 
Brittany Clapp April 9 
Cesily Brice-Means April 11 
Hunter Johnson April 12 
Jane Cowen April 13 
Aric Long April 15 
Margaret Garrett April 16 
Karen Harris April 16 
Sierra Rose Henshaw April 16 
Peter McKay April 16 
John House April 18 
Melinda Massengill April 21 
Catherine Satterfield April 22 
Laura Dean April 23 
Emma Courtney April 24 
Joshua Evans April 25 
Britani Massengill May 2 
Joan Miller May 2  
 

PICTORIAL DIRECTORY CORRECTION 
 

 In the new pictorial directory, Pearl Klepser’s 
telephone number is listed as 675-8973, which is 
actually Bobbi Klepser’s telephone number.  Pearl’s 
telephone number is 694-8205. 
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CHURCH WOMEN UNITED 
 
 CMU will meet on Friday, April 4, at 10:00 
a.m. at the Logan Temple AME located at 2744 
Selma Avenue.  For more information, please contact 
Sonja DuBois, 691-8530. 

 

ERIN EXPRESS IS COMIN’ ALIVE 

WITH A WHOLE NEW DIRECTION! 

IT COULD BE THE PLACE FOR YOU! 
  
 Erin Express is taking on a whole new look, a 
whole new program and a shorter performance 
season! The new program will involve vocal and 
instrumental music, drama, movement and lights and 
sound and will deliver the message of spiritual 
revival in the church.   
 
 To make this new program a reality, we need 
singers, instrumentalists, actors, sound and light 
techs and crew members.  However, unlike in the 
past, we are not asking for an indefinite 
commitment.  We are asking for a commitment to 
one season that is about five months in length – 
April 1 to August 24.  We will then have a short 
season from November 1 to December 15 for 
Christmas music for those who wish to be involved.  
 
 Why are we making these changes?  Because 
of the intense time commitment required by each of 
the Creative Expression Ministries and the fact that 
many people have membership in several groups, the 
Creative Expression Ministry Team decided to make 
these changes not only to upgrade the ministry, but 
also to help with scheduling, overload, and burnout 
of our members. 
 
 If you are interested in being involved in this 
exciting new direction for Erin Express, join us at 
the church on Sunday, April 6, from 5:00 p.m. to 
6:30 p.m. in the Express rehearsal room – last door 
on the right on the back hall of the education wing. 
 

Come on and be a part of Erin Express’s 
Comin’ Alive.  We know you will be 

glad you did!! 
 

ERIN PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN  
 
 April will be a busy month for Erin's women.  
We welcome you at any or all of the following 
meetings: 

 April 8 - Circle II meets in the Church Parlor 
at 10:00 a.m. Pat Sexton, Circle leader. 

 April 14 - Circle IV meets at the home of 
Harriet Ayers at 7:00 p.m. The lesson leader will be 
Marjorie Swanner. 

 April 24 - M.O.P.S. Women's Expo at Erin - 
9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 

 April 25 - Presbytery PW Annual Spring 
Gathering at First Presbyterian church in Knoxville, 
TN; Keynote Speaker - Fahed Abu-Akel, 
Moderator, General Assembly; Cost - Lunch $7.50; 
Registration Deadline - April 10. 

 Ladies, April is the month that we turn in our 
Least Coin to Presbytery. Please save your loose 
change to turn in at a circle meeting this month.  
Each year 35-50 grants are given through the 
Fellowship of the Least Coin. 

 
ANNUAL BRANDON BREAKFAST 

 

 The Annual Brandon Easter Breakfast will be 
held on Easter Sunday, April 20, from 10:00-10:45 
a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  This year, a delicious 
continental style breakfast will be served.  Everyone 
is encouraged and invited to attend, including visiting 
family members and new visitors, as this will be a 
wonderful fellowship opportunity.  If you will attend 
this breakfast, please fill out the slip in this coming 
Sunday’s bulletin or you may contact the church 
office, 588-5350. 

 
EASTER EGG HUNT 

 An Easter Egg Hunt will be held on Easter 
Sunday, April 20, between the Brandon Breakfast 
and the worship service (approx. 10: 15 a.m.).  Each 
child should bring his/her 
own basket for egg 
collection.  For more 
information, please 
contact Gary Blackburn, 
693-3604, or Mary Nelle 
Cate, 694-9180. 
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DENNIS SM, DUNDEE CM, 
HYFRYDOL 8787D 

 
 What do these words, numbers and letters 
refer to?  A secret code?   Actually, you'll find these 
words, numbers and letters and many others in our 
hymnal under the title of  the hymn.  Hymns are 
made up of two basic elements - tunes and poems. 
 The tunes often had their own names separate from 
the poems.  Tune names might be taken from the 
composer's, arranger's, or lyricists name.  They 
could also be based on where the tune was 
composed or where the first performance was held. 
 Or, they might be pulled out of thin air!  The early 
hymnals listed the hymns by tune names only, i.e. 
Dennis, Dundee, Hyfrydol, etc.,  referencing the 
poem only by it first line in an index.  In the middle 
of the 20th century, a change was made to list a 
hymn name as well as the tune name.  A notable 
exception were the praise and gospel songbooks and 
hymnbooks that appeared in the early 1900's.  They 
listed the songs only by hymn name. 
 
 The poems that have 
been set to these hymn 
tunes, such as Hyfrydol, can 
be interchanged with other 
hymn tunes.  For instance, if 
you look in the hymnal,  Hyfrydol is 
followed by the numbers 8787D.  These numbers 
simply tell you how many syllables are in each line 
of the hymn.  The D tells you the rhythm is in duple 
or 2.  In many cases, the tune used initially by a 
poem has changed to some other tune over the 
years.  Often, different poems use the same tune. 
 
      Next Sunday (not during the sermon!) take a 
look at the Metrical Index of Tunes found in the 
back of your hymnal.  Check under the numbers 
8787D and you will find more than two dozen hymn 
tunes listed.  All of these hymns can be interchanged 
with each other because their meter is exactly the 
same.  In other words, the number of syllables in 
each line of each of these tunes is the same.  Try it 
out.  Sing the tune of "Love Divine, All Loves 
Excelling" (Hyfrydol) to "Glorious Things of Thee 
are Spoken" or "What a Friend of Jesus".    Think of 
the possibilities! 
 
 Nancy Berry, Organist 

ERIN GARAGE SALE 
 
 Preparations for the Playground/Heritage 
Garage Sale on Saturday, April 5, from 8:00 a.m. 
until 2:00 p.m. are well underway.  We’re getting a 
lot of donations from members of the congregation, 
friends and local businesses.  We literally have 
1000’s of items, but can always use more items and 
more help.  You can bring items to the church right 
up to the night before the sale.  We still need help 
with setup, cleanup and sales assistance on April 5.  
For more information or to volunteer your services, 
please contact Pam Pfeifer, 691-8492, or Larry 
McKay, 691-5341. 

PER CAPITA 

 Per Capita is paid by each church who is a 
member of the Presbytery and is based on a church’s 
annual membership, which is taken from the 
submitted church statistic form.  Yearly membership 
dues are $28.56 per church member and are given to 
three areas; and they are: 

1. General Assembly $5.44 
2. Presbytery of East Tennessee $20.00 
3. Senate $3.12  
 Grand Total Per Church Member $28.56 

 Therefore, for the 2003 year, the church will 
pay $8339.52.  That is $694.96 per month.  It is 
requested that each church member pay for their 
own membership fees for 2003.  Payments can be 
made monthly ($2.38) or yearly ($28.56).  Please 
remember to write “Per Capita” in the memo line of 
your check.  This money is tax deductible and will 
be included on your contribution report.  For more 
information, please contact Millisa, 588-5350, in the 
church office. 

THE ERIN CHOIR NEEDS YOU! 

 The Erin Choir seeks singers to bolster our 
ranks.  No experience is necessary.  No audition is 
required.  You won’t be forced to sing a solo!  If 
you can read music, that’s great.  If you cannot, 
we’ll help you learn your part with ease.  All we ask 
is for your commitment to rehearse each Wednesday 
at 7:30 p.m. and to perform in the Sunday worship 
service on a regular basis. 
 
 We need both male and female voices, ages 
14-104.  Please join us!  For more information, 
please contact Joe Jaynes, 675-1278. 
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ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING 
 
 “Serve one another with whatever gift each of 
you has received.”  I Peter 4.10(b).  Like last year, 
this is the theme for the One Great Hour of Sharing 
for 2003.  Today there is a clear sense of uncertainty 
in the world.  We are at war.  Daunting challenges 
face us, and more will come.  We are called to 
respond to these challenges by applying the gifts 
that our Creator gives us, understanding that God 
will use our gifts, and us, effectively to his purposes 
in the world. 
  
 We will receive the One Great Hour of 
Sharing offering on Palm Sunday, April 13.  
Leading up to that, bulletin inserts, minutes for 
mission, and posted materials will address some of 
the needs. An envelope for the OGHS offering will 
come to you with a special letter from the convener 
of our Mission and Evangelism ministry team.  The 
children will return their special offering boxes 
(those brightly colored fishes) on Palm Sunday.  Use 
some of the suggestions in The Children’s Mission 
Yearbook to focus the children’s giving to the 
OGHS.  If your child needs a copy of the Yearbook, 
contact Eleanor Jaynes. As usual, OGHS offering 
envelopes will be in the pew pockets in the 
sanctuary. 
 
 Sometimes we feel that what we do 
individually to help doesn’t amount to much.  But in 
unity it does; “Many drops of water make a raging 
river.”  Your response to the OGHS in 2002 was 
unprecedented.  Be assured that what you gave 
made a difference, and please consider digging even 
a little deeper this year.  Remember the words of 
Teresa of Avila, “Christ now has no hands on earth 
but ours.” 

TREASURES IN YOUR ATTIC 

 Every church has its 
“treasures”, a variety of things that 
speak of the church in yester-years.  
Each item tells a piece of the story of 
the congregation’s life and work in the 
Lord’s Kingdom.  By Heritage Weekend, May 17-18, 
we plan to have a place to keep safe, preserve, and 
show our mementos of Erin from years gone by.  
Room 109 where the church’s library was will 
become the Heritage Room. 

 We need to put on our thinking caps and 
search out things that we or our forebears have saved 
which tell Erin’s story.  They may be here, they may 
be there; you may find them anywhere!  But find 
them, and bring them to the church office beginning 
the first of May.  They may be books, notebooks, 
pictures, plaques, programs, objects or who knows 
what.  Bring them in and let us know their story.  We 
will see that they are identified, kept, respected, and 
put in the Heritage Room for everyone to enjoy.  We 
may not have room for really big things, but if you 
have any such, tell us about them, and we will see 
what could be arranged. 

 
HERITAGE EVENTS 

 Planning for the Heritage Weekend, May 17-
18, 2003 continues, and we’re looking forward to a 
lot of fun and fellowship.  Parlor and Heritage Room 
renovations are on schedule and will be dedicated in 
a special ceremony during Heritage Weekend.  The 
preliminary schedule of events include: 
 
Saturday, May 17 
2:30 p.m. – Welcoming desk opens, invite members 
and visitors into the church 
2:45 p.m. – Dedication of renovated Heritage Room 
and Parlor 
3:00 p.m. – Old fashioned family Carnival, with all 
sorts of treats and games, including a cake-walk, ball 
toss, ring toss, duck pond and helium balloons.  
Entertainment will be provided by Erin Express, 
SonShine Company, Glenfinnan and the Diogenes 
Youth Group. 
5:30 p.m. – Dinner in the Fellowship Hall followed 
by a few after-dinner speakers and more 
performances by Erin Express, Right Spirit and 
DaySpring Dance. 
 
Sunday, May 18 
9:15 a.m. – Continental breakfast in the Parlor 
11:00 a.m. – Sunday Worship Service.  This will be 
a “historical” service that will illustrate the changing 
traditions of typical Appalachian Presbyterian 
worship services from the 1800s to the present day. 

 We’re looking forward to a great weekend and 
encourage members to attend and to invite their 
family and friends.  We’re also looking for more 
volunteers to help prepare for the activities.  The 
next meeting of the Heritage Weekend Committee is 
Sunday, April 6, after the morning worship service. 
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WELCOME, SHARON! 

 Hello ! I am the Rev. Sharon Carter, and I am 
pleased to be joining the staff of Erin as the new 
Senior Adult Ministry Coordinator.  I am a native of 
Kingsport, TN and a life-long Presbyterian.  After 
graduating from Louisville Seminary and being 
ordained in 2001, I served 11 months as Interim 
Associate Pastor of Fountain City PC and served 3 
months as Interim Pastor at First Pres in Oak Ridge. 
 
 My family consists of Jeff, Nick and Jenny, 
who are already active members here.  I am looking 
forward to getting to know everyone -- so please feel 
free to stop by the office for a chat!  My office hours 
are 9:00 a.m. until 12 noon on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays; if you need me at other times I may be 
reached at 693-5111.   

TAKE ME OUT TO THE BALL GAME 

 The Erin Senior Adult Ministry is sponsoring a 
group trip to the Smokies Baseball game on Friday, 
June 27, at 7:15 p.m.  The Smokies will play 
Greenville, SC (Atlanta Braves former team).  We 
will have group rates behind the home plate.  Tickets 
cost $8.00 per person.  This is also fireworks night, so 
mark your calendar now!  More information will 
follow. 

“CATS” 

 On Thursday, July 10 we will take a trip to see 
Andrew Lloyd Weber’s “CATS” at the Cumberland 
 Playhouse and we will also visit the Outlet 
Mall.  The cost is $48.00, which includes 
transportation, lunch, play and snacks.  Make your 
reservations now by giving your name and a $10 
deposit (refundable) to Sharon Carter.  For more 
information call Sharon, 588-5350, at the church. 

SENIOR SACK LUNCH 

 On Thursday, April 17, The Grace Noters, a 
local dulcimer group (sponsored by Grace Baptist 
Church), will perform.  Lunch will be a “Baked 
Potato and Salad Bar” at a cost of $2.00 per person.  
We will also discuss a new mission project.  Please 
join us! 

 On May 15, the guest speaker will be Betty 
Rosenburg on “Pie Bird.”  On June 19, we will have a 
picnic! 

 
 

 
 
 

Did you hear what happened 
at the Older Adult Event? 

It all began when Millie Sieber…
 

S t o r y t e l l i n g  with   M i l l i e  
S i e b e r  
 

Wednesday, April 30, 2003 
Annual Spring Gathering 

Mars Hill Presbyterian Church 
Athens, TN 

9:30 AM – 2:00 PM 
The Cost is $7.00 per person for Lunch 

Sponsored by The Older Adult Ministry Committee 
of the Presbytery of East Tennessee 

 
 Millie Sieber, wife of retired 
Presbyterian minister Graeme Sieber, is a well 
known storyteller- a gift she received from her 
father, the Rev. Jim Beard of Maryville.  
Participants will have a chance to hear some of 
Millie’s stories as well as tell some of their own 
(participants are asked to bring a small object of 
personal significance to share its story with a 
partner).  Transportation is available.  To 
register, please call Sharon Carter, 588-5380, at 
the church office. 
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WITNESING FOR JESUS CHRIST 

 These are the thoughts and ideas of how a 
Christian layperson can witness for our Lord, Creator, 
Savior, Redeemer, Mediator, Holy Spirit, and Friend – 
Jesus Christ. 

 As stated in Matthew 28:18-20, it began in the 
springtime about 2000 years ago in a middle-eastern 
country called Palestine.  A quiet group of men were 
gathered on a mountain in the northern province of 
Galilee.  The men have come here as they have been 
told.  Some women and children are silently standing on 
the fringes of the assembly. 

 The men are giving their full attention to a man 
standing within their midst.  Their behavior indicates 
that this man is very familiar to them, and they want to 
hear every word of the man.  The speaker is using the 
common language of Palestine-Aramaic.  His speech is 
slow and deliberate.  His voice is kind, but with much 
authority.  The men are given instruction and 
encouragement.  They nod in agreement.  A movement 
by the speaker indicates that he is finished and about to 
depart.  But before he does so, he raises his arms in a 
blessing and addressing the group, he gives his final 
instruction. 

 “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me.  Therefore, go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Sprit, and teaching them to 
obey everything I have commanded you.  And surely, I 
am with you always to the very end of the age.”  NIV 

 And according to the New Testament, the 
disciples of Jesus Christ went forth and told others and 
wrote about their Savior and His promise to all who 
believed in Him.  Since their witnessing and for over 
2000 years, the Word has been carried around the 
World.  Today, all Christians are commanded to tell 
others about Jesus Christ. 

 Have you ever heard a sermon on witnessing for 
Jesus Christ or read an article in a periodic explaining 
about how it is important for each Christian to witness 
for Jesus Christ or heard your Sunday School discussing 
witnessing?  Have you every wondered how you would 
witness or more important what you would say to a 
person about our Savior Jesus Christ?  Or did the 
thought run through your mind on how you would 
approach a person?  What should you say?  Should you 
have some key scriptures memorized to back your 
witnessing?  When is the best time to witness? 

  

 

 These questions have entered my mind, and I 
would safely bet they have entered the minds of most 
Christians.  But, we should not permit these questions 
or fear or timidity to deter us from our Christ-directed 
mission of witnessing for our Savior and Christ. 

 The word “witness” signifies strength.  When 
you look at the word, you will discover that it is a 
strong action word.  Usually, when we use the word 
witness, we picture a courtroom scene of a person 
giving testimony.  The dictionary defines witness as 
one who is called to testify before a court.  In reference 
to witnessing for Jesus Christ, I like the definition, 
“one who has seen or heard something.” 

 In the New Testament, the prime example of 
someone seeing and hearing something would be the 
Apostle Paul on the road to Damascus.  Paul’s 
conversations takes place in Acts 9 and in Acts 13.  In 
the chapters one can read about Paul’s life as a 
witness for Jesus during his four missionary journeys.   

 After the Damascus road incident and Paul 
went into the city, he was visited by Ananias (Acts 
9:15-16), who acting as God’s spokesperson 
commanded Paul to tell others about Jesus Christ – 
who Jesus was and His mission on earth. 

 Tell others about Jesus!  Paul certainly did, 
and his writings are spiritual blessings because readers 
can gain spiritual wisdom and insight that explains the 
truth of God’s plan of love for His human creations 
and how though Him they can find love, justice and 
salvation. 

 Tell others about Jesus!  How much should a 
person know about Jesus Christ before they would 
feel comfortable witnessing for Jesus Christ?  1.)  
Your personal testimony; 2.) Each of the four Gospels 
has this purpose in mind when written.  (Dr. Rev. 
Billy Graham usually recommends reading the Gospel 
of John when he is questioned about knowing more 
about Jesus Christ.); 3.) There are two books that I 
personally recommend:  a) Halley’s Bible Handbook 
by Henry H. Halley, and b) What the Bible is All 
About by Henrietta C. Mears. 

 The following prayer is from the March-April 
issue of The Upper Room:  “Lord Jesus Christ, help 
each of us shine not for our glory, but in order to point 
others to you.  Amen.”   
 Claude D. Houbler 
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MODERATOR VISIT 
 

 The Reverend Dr. Fahed Abu-Akel will be 
visiting the Presbytery of East Tennessee on 
Thursday, April 24, and Friday, April 25. 
 
 Everyone in the presbytery is invited to 
welcome the reverend Abu-Akel at a reception at 
Second Presbyterian Church, Knoxville on 
Thursday, April 24, at 7:30 p.m. 

 
OVEN NEEDED 

 
The oven in one of the stoves 
downstairs does not work.  We need a 
“new” used 30’ stove if anyone has one to donate. 

 

A NEW BODY RECALL SESSION 
 
 Wow!  On Monday, April 21, Body Recall 
will begin a new ten-week session led by Ron 
Roberts.  Move it or loose it!  Body Recall will meet 
each Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 4:30 
p.m. until 5:30 p.m. in Erin Church’s Noah’s Ark 
Room.  The cost is $1.00 per session, which pays for 
leader training and supplies.  Go for it! 
 
 Peek your head into the Noah’s Ark Room to 
see our new, beautiful blue padded folding chairs 
that were contributed previously by Martha 
Hutchinson.  I can do it!  Come, join us for exercise 
and fellowship.  We have a good time while we keep 
our body parts moving.  You will notice the 
difference after a ten-week session.  We guarantee it!  
Wow! 
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mailbox in the Church Office or send articles via e-mail to “MMoore1640@aol.com”.  Send Calendar events to 
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