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‘May God give you the desire of your heart and
make all your plans succeed.” Psalm 20 v 4

Dear Friends,

This year, I’'m going to try to grow some
tomatoes. | did it once back in Scotland with some
interesting results. | reckon if | give it a try over here,
the climate should make things ideal. Back in old
Caledonia, the frost and the freezing rain usually killed
most of my plants. But this year will be different. This
year I’ll follow the instructions.

I guess you’ll find me at Wal-Mart, over the next
couple of weeks, pensively looking over tomato seed
packets. I’ll be checking for quality, flavor and quantity.
No doubt, I’ll be wearing my glasses to make me look
like I know what I’m doing. Eventually, I will walk out
with plenty of packets and a pocketful of prayers.

You see, despite my enthusiasm, | don’t have any
green thumbs. As soon as my family read this
newsletter, their eyes will roll and each one of them will
sigh. “Dad’s off on one of his obsessions again” will be
the comment. Soon, the window pane above the kitchen
sink will be full of little polystyrene cups, filled with
potting soil and laden with so many seeds that they will
just burst into prominence after a couple of weeks. At
least that’s the theory.

The reality will be quite different. In my
enthusiasms, | will probably over water them to begin
with. Then, when | see that the soil is thoroughly
soaked, I’ll tip the cups over to get rid of some of the
water. This will quickly follow up with a dry period,
which will cause most of the tiny seeds to dehydrate,
and before | know it, quite a number of little plants will
be lost.

Then I’ll become a plant paramedic and will use
all sorts of treatments, nutrients and other young plant
aids. By this time, my family will be feeling neglected
and that all of my focus, attention and even affection

ill be given to the struggling seedlings. By spring, I’ll
|\t/1\;1ve one or two plants in pots and be ready to transfer

R i E
them outside. As usual, I’ll leave Mother Nature to do
the rest, which means that I’ll be lucky to get 3 or 4
tomatoes off each plant. And whether they are yellow,
green, orange, red or purple, I’ll pick them off, put them
in a sandwich and declare to my unbelieving family that
those were the best tomatoes | have ever tasted!

I’m a terrible gardener. | don’t grow plants well.
However, I’m trained to grow souls and | have a better
success rate in helping people to enhance their spiritual
lives. In the last nine years, | have watched some of you
grow spiritually and | have been thrilled with some of
the results.

Young parents bring their children to church,
giving their families the opportunity to grow up in God's
love. Children participate in our music programs,
drawing them closer together and ministering to many
churches. Young people, whose zeal for justice and the
Lord, causes them to take leadership roles in the
congregation and across the denomination. Young
couples too, who want to strengthen their partnerships,
taking time to come to church, to worship and pray
together, to blossom and stay together.

Adults, who yearn for the truth and guidance in
a world of confusion, taking time to study God’s word
and share their faith journeys. And Seniors, preparing
themselves patiently for that day when they will
encounter Christ face to face, still showing love,
devotion and commitment that inspires every generation
of the congregation.

As we grow at Erin, we are becoming stronger
in faith and more committed to Christ’s ministry
amongst us, as well as around us. He’s creating a
beautiful garden with us, so let us be truly thankful for
the showers of blessing, refreshment, renewal and
growth that God has given to all of our souls.

May God grant you the desire of your hearts and
may all your plans succeed.

John
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SUNDAY WORSHIP

February 1
COMMUNION SUNDAY

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Isaiah 32:14-18 & Luke 3:15-22
“A Fiery Spirit”

February 8
SONSHINE PERFORMANCE

11AM & 7 PM

February 15
Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Proverbs 20:7-12 & Luke 8:1-15
“Growing for God”

February 22
Transfiguration of the Lord

Ecclesiastes 12:11-14 & Luke 8:16-18
“Lighting Up Time”

February 29
First Sunday in Lent

Ezekiel 33:30-33 & Luke 8:19-21
“Dysfunctional Families”

March 7
COMMUNION SUNDAY
Second Sunday in Lent
Joshua 10:12-14 & Luke 8:22-25
“Rocking the Boat”

VOLUNTEERS LIST
Please check the list below each month and
mark your calendar for the week(s) when you are
responsible for the following activities:

Greeters

February 1 Laura Dean and Maud Hoover
February 8 Morgan and Pat Fitch
February 15 Ron and Sonja DuBois
February 22  Richard and Rue Dougherty
February 29  Jay and Joe Derrick

March 7 Robin Cuany and Ann David

Communion Servers

February 1 Randy Bishop, Mary Nelle Cate,
Larry McKay, Marjorie McLean,
Ann Snodgrass, Katina Sharp

March 7 Rebecca Berry, Patty Britton,

Laura Dean, Pam Pfeifer,
Tom Quinley, Joe Jaynes

Ushers
February 1

February 8

February 15

February 22
February 29

March 7

Nursery Volunteers

Tom and Virginia Chesney
Randy and Regina Bishop
Gary Blackburn, Alex Jaynes
Mike and Mary Nelle Cate
Tom Chesney, David Cowen
Jimmy Dean, Jay Derrick
Sierra Henshaw

Ann Davis, available

Mike and Patty Pierce

Ron and Sonja Dubois
Morgan and Pat Fitch
Catherine Landstreet, Dave Leckie
Evelyn Lowry, Bob McLean

February 1
February 8
February 15
February 22
February 29
March 7

Guide and Scripture Readers

February 1
February 8
February 15
February 22
February 29
March 7

Enrichment |

February 1
February 8
February 15
February 22
February 29
March 7

Enrichment Il

February 1
February 8
February 15
February 22
February 29
March 7

Counters
February 1
February 8
February 15
February 22
February 29
March 7

Communion Servers should meet in the Mini-
Kitchen at 9:00 a.m. to prepare communion.

Pam Pfeifer

Wes Harris
Christy Blanchard
Joanne Clelland
Kristi Bailes
Mary Scarbrough

Ann Snodgrass and Sonja Dubois
Harriet Ayers and Anna McKay
Stan Stevens and Gary Blackburn
Evelyn Stuart and David Cowen
Pat and Lynn Sexton

Charles and Ann Snodgrass

Nicole Webb
No Enrichment
April Quinn
Kari Matthews
Apryl Quinn
Linda Patterson

Patty Pierce

No Enrichment
Mary Scarbrough
Kari Matthews
Lynsey Stuart
Larry McKay

Randy Bishop and Tom Quinley
Mary Nelle Cate and Morgan Fitch
Larry McKay and Ron Roberts
Marjorie McLean and Ann Snodgrass
Becca Berry and Gary Blackburn
Patty Pierce and Tom Quinley
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PRAYER REMINDERS o g PP BIRTHDAYL -
.. And the prayer of faith will save the sick ulie bla C a eoruary
N . . . Michael O’Bryant February 5
i man, and the Lord will raise Him up. Randv Bisho February 5
: Pray for one another that you may be y P y

healed James 5:15-16 Margaret Casteel February 6
' | Betty McHargue February 8
Pl b h b £ Erin’ Bennett Luedeka February 10
_ Please remember t ese members of Erin’s Eva Quinley February 10
family in your prayers during the coming month: Cornelia Erskine February 14
Children’s Hospital: Alexis Farmer, friend of Katina Bette Huber-Brasher February 14
Sharp David McKay February 17
Echo Ridge Retirement: Dorothy  Farnham; Katie Wadhams February 17
8458 Gleason Road; APT 102 Tr_acy Long February 18
Gallatin, TN: Eva Denning, mother of Eva Quinley Victor Arning February 19
Greenwood, South Carolina: Cornelia Erskine; NHC; Marc Miller February 19
P.O. Box 3109; Greenwood, SC 29648 Anna McKay February 20
Houston, TX: Elizabeth (4-years-old), niece of Rob and /s MeKinyen February 21
AI(I)USr?M 1 -d abeth (4-years-old), niece of Rob a McLain Miller February 24
ys0 . cLeo ] ] Mike Cate February 27
Huntsville, Alabama: Mattie Tapp Beard (former Erin Bob Luedeka February 27
Member) Robbie Levering February 28
Kansas: Bob Ellis, nephew of Helen Staples Andrew Bitz March 1
Memphis, TN: Jerry Rakestraw, friend of Tom Quinley; Kim Jaynes March 1
Jane Yancey March 1
Michigan: Flora Hudson and Chuck Hudson, Kristi Bailes March 2
sister and nephew of Mae Brandon-Pershing Beau Burrell March 2
New York: Chris Skinner, friend of Tracy Foster Brad Robbins March 2
) ) ) Steve Foster March 3
San Jose, California: Dee Ballard, sister of Eleanor Kari Matthews March 3
Jaynes; 1427 Bob White Place; San Jose, CA 95131 Katy Smith March 5

Scotland: Barbara Smith, mother of Evelyn Stuart;
Dollina Campbell, friend of Cathy Satterfield

Shannondale Health Care Center: Carolyn Cuany,
Room 208; Lelia Rimmer, Room 215

St. Jude’s: Hayden Wiggins, friend of Christy Blanchard

At Home:

Jeanette van Aalst Christy Blanchard
Mae Brandon-Pershing Margaret Casteel
Michelle Cross (friend of Debbie Vowell)
Gladys Fisher

Michelle Harrill (friend of Christy Blanchard)
Walker Hecht (4-years-old)  Ruth Henderson
Alison Irwin (daughter of Jay and Jo Derrick)
Ann Johns

Julie (student of PJ Brice-Means)

Sara Leckie Jo Ludwig

JE Pershing

Emma Reed (grandmother of Mike Sharp)
Henry Thomas Ritchie Marion Sanks
Ethan Shannon

Edith Stellacci (mother of Regina Bishop)

Pearl Swallows

Michael Williams (son of Bill Williams)

Your birthday not listed?
Please contact the church office, 588-5350.

WE EXPRESS OUR LOVE AND SYMPATHY to Ruth
White on the death of her Aunt, Gertrude Hillis Little, who
died at the age of 99 on Christmas Eve in Alabama; and to
Joe and Lou L Tate and family on the death of Lou L’s
mother, Helen Staples, who died on Tuesday, January 27,
in Knoxville.

DEAR ERIN FAMILY ~ Thank you for your prayers,
phone calls, cards, flowers and yummy chocolate goodies |
received while recovering from surgery. Your many acts
of kindness were very much appreciated. | am truly
grateful to God for providing me with such a caring church
family. May God continue to bless each one of you.
Love, Nancy Berry.

DEAR FRIENDS ~ We would like to thank you for the
many, many expressions of love and concern after our
recent car accident. The notes, phone calls, errands, visits,
and food packages were very much appreciated and truly
eased our burden during a difficult time. We are really
blessed to be a part of God’s family at Erin. Thank you,
The Snodgrass Family.
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ALETTER FROM KAREN HARRIS

Hello! How are you? | am doing good. Being
in the hot sun is starting to take its toll. Yesterday |
thought I could go to bed and sleep through the night
at 6:30 p.m. Yes, | know it is sad. | think I need to
get used to being in the heat again, after my
Christmas visit to the United States. After PE | have
so little energy that | am allowing myself to drink one
water bottle full of Gatorade a day.

This weekend | managed to make my first
batch of chicken and rice soup. After | added all of
my ingredients, my pot started to swell and | made
more than | intended. | estimate that | will be eating
the soup for lunch and dinner through the rest of the
week!

The yearbook is moving along. | have written
the copy for the new Science/Computer Labs and for
Summer Camps and Teams. Yesterday and today the
yearbook staff, Casie, and | have gone around to local
businesses in hopes to get some advertising.
Tomorrow we will go to a local printer. While the
students take part in a tour I am hoping to find out if it
is feasible for us to print the yearbook in Belize. 1 am
also not sure of the quality we will be able to get here,
but I am sure I will find out.

Tomorrow | am going to help Melissa, a friend
of mine that lives in Las Flores village, with a Girl's
Club she has started. | am looking forward to it. She
asked me to help them do a craft, so | will have to see
what the final product looks like. Sometimes I
struggle in the creative area.

The Sunday School class | have started
teaching went well last week as is my Christian
Education class. The teaching experience | am
receiving here is amazing.

My only plan for the weekend is to introduce
American Football to some friends by watching the
Super Bowl. | will definitely keep you updated on
what they think. Most do not understand football at
all right now!

| hope you are having a good day!
Karen

LET'S DO DINNER

LET’S DO (A VALENTINE) DINNER on
Tuesday at 5:15 p.m. at the Westside Tavern. There
is a coupon for $5 off a $20 purchase in the Knox
County School Book. There is some concern
regarding the dinner being on the Tuesday that
ministry teams meet. The manager at Westside
Tavern said that if you need to leave early, be sure to
arrive early and let your waiter/waitress know your
needs and you will be served first.

If you haven’t tried this dinner group,
February may be the time to do so. These dinners are
for folks of all ages to enjoy FOOD, FUN AND
FELLOWSHIP.

THE BROWN BAGGERS
(formally known as the Senior Sack Lunch)

It seems that we would like to be know as an
intergenerational group. Sometimes as persons reach
the age of 50+ they don’t think of themselves as
seniors; in fact, none of us like to think of ourselves
as seniors. We are “Young at Heart” ALWAYSI!!
On that note, we had a discussion at our January
luncheon, and Bill Brazelton came up with a new
name — The Brown Baggers. This is better?

With that said, the brown baggers will meet on
Thursday, February 19, at 12:00 noon in the
Fellowship Hall. Please bring your sandwich (brown
bag); the chips, pickles, drinks and dessert will be
provided. Cynthia House accompanied by Jamie
Miller will present a Valentine program of favorite
love songs. If you have a song that you would like
sang during this time, please let Cynthia House, 694-
9474, or Harriet Ayers, 966-9822, know soon.

BARNABAS

The Barnabas Society will meet for lunch at
the Sacred Grounds Cafe on Monday at 11:45 a.m.
The Sacred Grounds Cafe is located in the Cokesbury
Bookstore building on Kingston Pike. Please join us
if you are interested in this ministry. If you need
information, please call Mary Scarbrough, 691-8658,
or Harriet Ayers, 966-9822.
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN

A
The Erin Presbyterian Women '
will be meeting this month to study \ )
Lesson Six in the Horizon’s Bible """--/
Study, “The Face is Familiar.” The @i
lesson is entitled, “An Outsider’s Challenge”. Please
read Matthew 15:21-28 and Mark 7:24-30. A
Gentile woman’s plea inspires welcoming, healing
and a new understanding of mission.

The PW Circle Meetings for February are:

Circle Il Church Parlor

Tuesday, February 10 10:00 a.m.
Pat Sexton, Lesson Leader

Circle IV Harriet Ayers Home
Monday, February 9 7:00 p.m.
Nancy Berry, Lesson Leader

All women, members or non-
members, young and younger,
are always welcome to attend.

Don't forget to save your Campbell Products,
Swanson, Pepperidge Farms, V8 and Prego labels.
There is a basket on the bulletin board in the hallway
to place your labels in. These labels benefit the
education program at Sunset Gap. A list was
provided in the February 1 bulletin (or you may call
the church office to get one) for your use and
reminder. Please try to make this a new habit.

A LOOK AHEAD

Ministry Team Reports will be needed by Thursday,
February 12.

March newsletter articles will be needed by Thursday,
February 19.

ELDER TRAINING

Long-term elder training will begin on
Sunday, February 22, and will be held on the fourth
Sunday of each month from 12:30-1:30 p.m. in the
Heritage Room throughout the 2004 year.

KROGER CARES

We’re almost there!!
Keep  purchasing  your
Kroger Cares Gift
Certificates for all your
grocery needs. For every
$5,000 we use, the church
will get $250! This
money will be used
for the Playground
Fund. Please see Pam Pfeifer, 691-8492, or contact
the church office, 588-550, to get yours!

MOPS

MOPS is in need of a paid teacher as well as
volunteer assistants. Volunteers are needed from
9:30-11:30 a.m. on February 12, February 26, March
11, April 8, April 22 and May 13. If you are able to
share your love and time, please contact Kristi Bailes,
560-3081. Part-time volunteers would be helpful as
well.

NO ESPANOLA?

Would you like to be able to speak Spanish?
Beginning on Wednesday, February 11, from 12:00-
1:00 p.m. Ms. Patricia LaTorre will teach a
Beginner’s Spanish class at Erin Church. The class
will meet each Wednesday for 14 weeks at a total cost
of $95, which includes a workbook. The deadline to
register is next Sunday. Space is limited, so reserve
your spot today by contacting Eleanor Jaynes, 693-
1621.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

Presbytery of East Tennessee Older Adult Ministries presents

"'Sing to the Lord - Appalachian Music and the Church*

Wednesday, May 5, 2004
Mars Hill Presbyterian Church - Athens, TN
9:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
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DO YOU HAVE AN EXTRA BED?

Host one, two or more college students — The
Carroll Wind Symphony Orchestra will be at Erin
Church on Monday, March 8. If you are able to
provide a night’s stay, please contact Joe Jaynes,
675-1278 or jtj@abacusarts.com, with the following
information: The number of double beds and/or
single beds you have and a gender preference, if
desired.

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP

An inquirer’s class will be held on Sunday,
February 8, immediately following the SonShine
Company performance in the Heritage Room for
those who seek to join Erin Church or would like
more information on church membership.

THE FOURTH ANNUAL
YOUTH SILENT AUCTION

APRIL 16-18

This event will help enable our youth to attend
an Annual Church Conference at Montreat College,
North Carolina during the week of June 13-19. Our
youth will offer their help to clean houses, garages,
yard work, etc. Church members will also have the
opportunity to offer their time and talents for various
activities, as well as providing craft articles, home
baking and other goods for sale at the auction. If you
would like to contribute your time, talent or an article
for the auction, a signup form will be placed
periodically in the bulletins throughout February and
May. You may also contact Becca Berry, 584-0723,
for more information.

CAN YOU COOK?

Show off your cooking talents while
raising money for your group/fund. Volunteers are
needed to prepare Wednesday night meals. All
proceeds will be donated to your group/fund. It’s
suggested that each member of your group donate a
food item or course. To schedule your group or for
more information, please contact the church office,
588-5350.

SIMPSON ELECTRIC

388-4980
For all of your electrical needs.

PER CAPITA 2004

Per Capita is paid by each church that is a
member of the Presbytery and is based on a church’s
annual membership, which is taken from the
submitted church statistic form. Yearly membership
dues are $30.63 per church member and are given to
three areas; and they are:

1. General Assembly $5.51
2. Presbytery of East Tennessee $3.12
3. Senate $22.00

Grand Total Per Church Member $30.63

Therefore, for the 2004 year, the church will
pay $9,250.26. It is requested that church members
pay for their own membership fees. Payments can
be made monthly ($2.55) or yearly ($30.63). Please
remember to write “Per Capita” in the memo line of
your check. This money is tax deductible and will
be included on your contribution report. For more
information, please contact Millisa, 588-5350, in the
church office.

TUSCULUM COLLEGE
February meetings at Tusculum College

Excellent Ministry in An Indifferent Culture
will be the theme of Tusculum College’s 2004
“Theologian-in-Residence” series. Dr. Joseph
Small, coordinator of the Office of Theology and
Worship and associate director of the Congregational
Ministries Division of the PC (U.S.A.) will lead th is
very timely series of cogent presentations. The
meetings, held on the fourth Tuesday in February,
start at 10:00 a.m., are followed by lunch in the
college’s cafeteria, then a wrap-up ending around
1:00 p.m. Dr. Small’s successive topics will be “The
State of Ministry” (February 3), “The Marks of
Ministry” (February 10), “The Shape of Ministry”
(February 17), and “The Future of Ministry”
(February 24). For more information and to make
your reservation, contact Eleanor or Hugh Jaynes,
693-1621. We can carpool.

Notary Public

At Large

Millisa M. Moore
Notary Services are available
during church office hours.
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SELL OR BUY?

A bulletin board in the Narthex is available for
you to sale and purchase items. All proceeds will
benefit the playground fund. For sellers, item
description cards and tax receipts are available on the
board. For buyers, if you find something that you
desire to purchase, contact the individual listed on
the posted card. If you have any questions, please
contact Linda Patterson, 769-7655, or Millisa, 588-
5350, at the church office. Your participation is
needed.

CURRENT ITEMS FOR SALE:

Item: Lace Tablecloth
Condition: New

Price: Make Offer

Seller: Fran Ayers, 539-0268

Item: Hot Wheels 4x4 Pickup Truck

Condition: Fair

Price: $10.00

Seller: Linda Patterson, 769-7655

Other Info: Needs Battery, which costs around $25

Item: Bathroom 4 Bulb Vanity (Brass) fixture
Condition: Good -2 Years Old

Price: $10

Seller: Kari Matthews, 691-6811

Other Info: Goes great w/frosted mirror for sale.

Item: Frosted Mirror

Condition: Good — Used in Bathroom; 2 Years Old
Price: $10.00

Seller: Kari Matthews, 691-6811

Other Info: Matches above Vanity

Item: Computer, Monitor, Speakers, Mouse
Condition: Good

Price: $40.00

Seller: Linda Patterson, 769-7655

Item: Brother Word Processor (WP5750DS)
Condition: Great — One Owner

Price: Make Offer

Seller: Claude Houbler, 690-3525

Other Info: Many Quality Features

MISSION NEWS

Over the past year the Mission & Evangelism
team has changed our involvement with hunger relief
and we’d like to update the congregation on this. For
many years we’d worked with Farragut Presbyterian
on food collection, purchasing and sorting for FISH
of Knox County. FISH has been active in Knoxville
for over 30 years and provides and delivers 3-day
emergency food supplies to those in need. Changing
government regulations on purchasing of deeply-
discounted USDA food, and restrictions on eligibility
of recipients, made it difficult to meet our
commitment to this ministry. As well, our role was
strictly “behind the scenes” and we wanted to look for
hands-on ways of helping with hunger relief. We’ve
since parted with Farragut Presbyterian and have
developed a new partnership with Middlebrook
United Methodist Church (MUMC), in making food
deliveries to families in need. This is still through
FISH of Knox County, but because MUMC doesn’t
use USDA food, they don’t have to comply with the
new regulations. This is important; because Jesus
calls us to feed the hungry, not enforce eligibility
requirements.

Our initial experience with MUMC has been
gratifying and a lot of fun. MUMC handles FISH
food requests on the 4™ Friday of every month,
which this year included both the day after
Thanksgiving and the day after Christmas. Each of
these days, teams of volunteers from MUMC and
Erin made about 80 food deliveries, mostly in the
afternoon, with each team typically making 2-4
deliveries. | brought along several of my children
(Peter and David McKay) and let them learn for
themselves the joy and responsibility of mission. If
you’d like to help with FISH food deliveries, or with
other hunger relief activities such as Hunger Hike,
Mobile Meals or Second Harvest, please contact
Larry McKay, 691-5341, or Patty Pierce, 691-1744,
or better yet, come out to an M&E team meeting
(1% Tuesday of each month at 7 PM in the Parlor).

CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS

Each contributing household should have
received his/her 2003 giving statement. If you find
any omissions, please contact the church office, 588-
5350. Please remember that if you gave money
where you received goods or services, it is not tax
deductible.
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ELDERS ~ ACTIVE AND INACTIVE

Erin Church’s Ministry Teams

Building and Grounds
Pam Pfeifer, Convener

God asks a lot of all of us. But in
calling you through your congregation to
ministry as an elder, God has asked even

Christian Education more of you. Discover the resources that

Marjorie McLean, Convener will help you live our your calling.
Congregational Care and Fellowship ) )

Mary Nelle Cate, Convener _ In response to this desire to serve as

faithful elders, the Office of Theology and

Finance, Stewardship and Personnel Worship has created The Order of Elders.

Ann Snodgrass, Convener This program is meant especially for you,

Mission and Evangelism the elder (active or inactive) who wants to

Larry McKay, Convener know God more clearly, love God more

dearly, and follow God more nearly, day by
day. More information can be obtained
through the church office.

The Erin Presbyterian Church News is published monthly. Comments and submissions are welcome. Please submit
articles by Thursday, February 19, for inclusion in the next month’s issue. Place submissions in Millisa’s mailbox
in the Church Office or send articles and/or calendar events via e-mail to “Erin1877@aol.com”.
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