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Dear Friends,

Thomas Paine once wrote, "These are the times
that try men's souls. The summer soldier and the
sunshine patriot will, in this crisis, shrink from the
service of their country; but he that stands it now,
deserves the love and thanks of men and women."

Since coming to Erin, I can't remember a
more important election than the one we are going
through now. Our nation is undergoing many trials
and tribulations, at home and abroad. We are all
uncertain about the future, but the freedom that
we experience has given us an individual power that
is the envy of many other nations - the ballot box.

Someone once said that the greatest threat
to liberty is apathy. Voting is a freedom thing; a
gift that was won for each of us on the
battlefields of the Revolutionary and Civil wars; in
the kitchens and meetings of the Suffragettes; in
the determination and sacrifices of civil rights
groups.

As  Christians, we have a divine
responsibility to not only be good citizens of the
Kingdom of heaven, but also to be dutiful citizens
on earth. It's part of our calling to go to the voting
booth and make our mark. Whoever we vote for, is
our own decision, but deciding to vote and making
the effort to stand in line, shows how grateful to
God we are for the blessings of life, liberty and
the pursuit of happiness which are ingrained into
the heart, soul and spirit of every American.

Churches all over the land are calling upon
members to make that commitment to vote, not for
any political gain, but for the benefit of the entire
country. In other lands and in past societies,

‘May God give you the desire of your heart and
make all your plans succeed.” Psalm 20 v 4

freedom has been taken for granted, only to be
lost through indifference, injustice and instability.
The German nation of the 1930's is the classic
example of what happens when people don't care
about their liberty and the church hides its head in
the sand.

T guess what I'm trying to express is that
we are all personally responsible for the freedom
we enjoy. Voting every four years in a Presidential
election is not a high price fo pay, but it is a
priceless thing when it is lost.

Pray for our nation. Pray for our people.
Pray for who will become our President after the
elections; for whoever it is, he will have a lot of
crises and troubles, issues and problems o contend
with and resolve.

May God bless you all with a spirit of duty, faith
and love for this nation that He established
generations ago as, in Washington's own words,
"the experiment intrusted to the hands of the
American people."

John
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SUNDAY WORSHIP

October 3
WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY
PEACEMAKING OFFERING
Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
Jonah 3:1-10 & Luke 11:27-32
“A Whale of a Tale”

October 10
Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Psalm 119:97-105 & Luke 11:33-36
“Lighten Up!”

October 17
Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Micah 6:1-8 & Luke 11:37-44
“Rules for Fools”

October 24
Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Psalm 22:12-18 & Luke 11:45-54
“Sticks and Stones”

October 31
Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time
Psalm 8:1-9 & Luke 12:1-12
“Anxious Times”

November 7
COMMUNION SUNDAY
Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
Ecclesiastes 11:7-10 & Luke 12:13-21
“Bigger & Better?”

VOLUNTEERS LIST
Please check the list below each month and
mark your calendar for the week(s) when you are
responsible for the following activities:

Greeters

October 3 Mike and Mary Nelle Cate

October 10  Gary Blackburn and Christy Blanchard
October 17 Kiristi Bailes and Tom Quinley
October 24 Lionel Sands and Millisa Simpson
October 31  Randy and Regina Bishop

November 7  Christy Blanchard and Pat Swain

Ushers
October 3

October 10

October 17

October 24

October 31

November 7

Josh Evans, Charles Snodgrass
Stan Stevens, Evelyn Stuart

Mary Bryan McLeod, Josh Evans,
Ruth White, Jane Yancey

Gary Blackburn, Rob Matthews,
Available (x2), *Carson Matthews,
* McLeod Dean

Randy and Regina Bishop,

Kari Matthews, Patty Britton-Pierce,
*Hanna Matthews, *Lindsay Pfeifer
Randy and Regina Bishop,
Available (x2)

Gary Blackburn, Available
Mike and Mary Nelle Cate

Nursery Volunteers

October 3
October 10
October 17
October 24
October 31
November 7

Taylor Pierce
Kristi Bailes
Mary Scarbrough
Available
Available
Jessica Webb

Guide and Scripture Reader

October 3
October 10
October 17
October 24
October 31
November 7

Enrichment
October 3
October 10
October 17
October 24
October 31
November 7

Counters
October 3
October 10
October 17
October 24
October 31
November 7

Available and Ron Roberts
Hugh Jaynes and Charles Snodgrass
Gary Blackburn and Evelyn Stuart

Tom Quinley and John House
Regina Bishop and Sara Leckie

Lynn Sexton and Robin Cuany

Lauren Stuart Laura Dean
Evelyn Stuart Mary Scarbrough
Kari Matthews Taylor Pierce
Kristi Bailes Available

Kari Matthews Anna McKay
Apryl Quinn Denise Bilbrey

Derry Evans and Tom Quinley
Cynthia House and Morgan Fitch
Sara Leckie and Ron Roberts

Ron Roberts and Ann Snodgrass
Randy Bishop and Gary Blackburn
Mary Nelle Cate and Tom Quinley

Communion Servers

Communion Servers

October 3 Virginia Chesney, Derry Evans,
Cynthia House, Sara Leckie,
Ron Roberts, Hugh Jaynes

November 7 Randy Bishop, Mary Nelle Cate, Larry McKay,

Marjorie McLean, Ann Snodgrass, Kim Jaynes

Communion Servers, please meet at 9:00 a.m. in the Mini-Kitchen to prepare the elements.
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PRAYER REMINDERS

And the prayer of faith will save the sick
man, and the Lord will raise Him up.
Pray for one another that you may be
healed. James 5:15-16

Please remember these loved ones in your
prayers during the coming month:

Afghanistan: Sgt. Majors

Benton, IL: Gustava Heiple, mother of Jo Derrick

Cary, North Carolina: Rev. Bill Peters, former pastor of
Lake Hills Preshyterian Church and member of Presbytery
of East Tennessee

Echo Ridge Retirement: Dorothy Farnham

(8458 Gleason Road; APT 102)

Gallatin, TN: Eva Denning, mother of Eva Quinley

Greenwood, South Carolina: Cornelia Erskine (NHC;
P.O. Box 3109; Greenwood, SC 29648)

Huntsville, Alabama: Mattie Tapp Beard, former Erin
Member

Kansas: Bob Ellis, nephew of Helen Staples

Kissimmee, FL: Edie Ann Thiemann, niece of Randy and
Regina Bishop

Memphis, TN: Jerry Rakestraw, friend of Tom Quinley;
Louise Ryba (Waverly Gardens; 6539 Knight Arnold Road
APT 30; Memphis, TN 38115)

Michigan: Flora Hudson and Chuck
sister and nephew of Mae Brandon-Pershing

SC: David White, son of Earl and Ruth White

Scotland: Barbara Smith, mother of Evelyn Stuart;
Dollina Campbell, friend of Cathy Satterfield

Shannondale Health Care Center: Carolyn Cuany,
Room 208; Geneva SaatkKamp — Room 212, mother of
Lionel Sands; Velma Blackburn — Room 330, mother of
Gary Blackburn

Spokane, WA: Sandra Tessier, aunt of Kari Matthews

St. Jude’s Hospital: Justin Myers (11-years-old), Christy
Blanchard’s co-worker’s nephew (cards welcome — 332 N.
Lauderdale Street RM 2017; Memphis, TN 38105)
Holston Rehabilitation: Inez Cutshaw, grandmother of
Millisa Simpson

Toledo, OH: Julie Spade, sister of Susan Hannah

UT Hospital Trauma: Shawn McKelvey, nephew of
Food City Cashier, Lou Ann Stewart

Vero Beach, FL: Gideon Zuta, friend of Randy Bishop

Virginia: Susie Ritchie, mother of Henry Ritchie
At Home:

Fran & Jeanne Ayers Fred Cline

Ed Bilbrey (father of Mike Bilbrey)

Dan (friend of Tracy Foster)
Mae Brandon-Pershing

Hudson,

Margaret Casteel

Michelle Cross (friend of Debbie Vowell)
Walker Hecht (4-years-old) Ruth Henderson
lan Jordan (former Moppets Child — son of Paula Jordan)
Julie (student of PJ Brice-Means)

Hadley Keck (Infant) Dean Jones

Sara Leckie Jo Ludwig

Jon Oldham (cousin of Christy Blanchard)

JE Pershing

Doris Pratt-Bishop (mother of Randy Bishop)
Michelle (Christy Blanchard co-worker’s friend)
Emma Reed (grandmother of Mike Sharp)
Henry Thomas Ritchie Herman Stribling
Van Sanks (son of Marion Sanks)

Charles Scarbrough

Chuck Scarbrough Ethan Shannon
Howell Solomon (brother of Denise Bilbrey)
Edith Stellacci (mother of Regina Bishop)
Marjorie Swanner Barbara Wallin

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

Regina Bishop October 1
Evelyn Lowry October 2
Allen Criss October 4
Millisa Simpson October 5
Mary Bryan McLeod October 10
Marc Stair L\ October 10
Ryan Bridwell A October 11
Jim Hilty S % * October 11
Susan Hoover October 13
Linda Quinley October 14
Helen Dean October 16
Robin Cuany October 17
Chuck Scarbrough October 17
Darrell Hickman October 18
Sonja DuBois October 19
John Baucom October 20
Logan Leudeka October 20
Michael Pierce October 20
Mike Pierce October 20
Rickey McCallum October 21
Rob Matthews October 22
Jacque Roberts October 25
Ellen Loveless October 26
Jennie Dean October 27
Bob Hoover October 29
Michelle Waters October 29
Joan Conley October 30
Scott Ludwig October 31
Lindsay Pfeifer November 3
Hanna Matthews November 4
Savannah Johnson November 5
Amanda Scarbrough November 5
Ashley McWhorter November 6

Your birthday not listed?
Please contact the church office, 588-5350.
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WE EXPRESS OUR LOVE AND SYMPATHY to
Jimmy Dean and family on the death of his aunt,
Camille Lavender, who died on Thursday,
September 2, in Knoxville.

TO THE PASTOR AND PEOPLE OF ERIN
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH:

I am so, we are so, grateful for your help
regarding hurricane Charlie. | am so sorry this thank
you didn’t come sooner, but two days after the
hurricane, my husband has a car accident breaking a
bone in his back and we have been a little out of sorts
for a time. He is recovering slowly. Please pray that
he will make a speedy recovery without surgery. He is
much better than last week so we ask for continued
prayer. Praise Jesus now and forever, Amen. For your
generosity helped us through these hard times as it
made our financial load some lighter. You don’t even
know us and yet you reached out to us, which
increases my faith. May God richly bless you.

Love and Prayers in Christ,
Edie Anne and Luke Thieman and Family

BODY RECAL

"YOU CANDOIT...
...WE CAN HELH

Body Recall exercise will be held each
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 2:30-
3:30 p.m., and 4:30-5:30 p.m.in the Noah’s Ark
Room. The cost is $1.00 per class and the textbook is
$17. You can call Ron Roberts, 966-8666 or 254-
8666, or the church office, 588-5350, for more
information. Bring a relative or friend with you!

ERIN CHURCH NOTE CARDS

Each Sunday, Erin Church note cards are
available on the Narthex table. In each packet, you
will find six note cards with envelopes. Three cards
will be of Erin Church and three of Erin Church’s Bell.
The price per packet of note cards will be $3.00.
Please place your money in the basket next to the note
cards. All proceeds will benefit the Playground Fund.
For more information on the note cards, please contact
Marjorie McLean, 693-1572.

HUNGER HIKE IS COMING !!

Please join us Sunday, October 3, for the
Emergency Food Helpers 14" Annual Hunger Hike.
Money is donated to support local &)
hunger organizations and 100%
of all funds go directly to the /
fight against hunger in East
Tennessee.

Many of Erin members
have participated in the past. It is
an easy walk and each year we
have been blessed with pleasant &
weather and wonderful fellowship.

Food and prizes are awarded at the end of
each walk, and each participant who donates $15.00
or more receives a free T-shirt.

Sponsor forms will be available soon so
please think of joining us for this fun event! For
more information, plaese contact Patty Britton-
Pierce, 691-1744.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
Circle Il will meet on Tuesday, October 12, at

10:00 a.m. in the chuch parlor. /x-":\)
\w-.._i/

PRESRYTERLAM
WA AN

Circle 1V will meet on
Monday, October 11, at 7:00 p.m. at a
church member’s home.

THE SENIOR SACK LUNCH
The Senior Sack Lunch will be held on
Thursday, October 21, at 12 noon in the Fellowship
Hall. Bring your sandwich! Drinks, pickles, chips,
and dessert will be provided. The guest speakers,
Morgan and Pat Fitch, will discuss theater and acting.

THE MONDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY GROUP

If you're interested in history, how the church
developed or how culture shapes our beliefs, then this
series is for you! Come, join us, each Monday at
7:15 p.m. in the parlor and share your ideas. If you
need transportation, just call the office, 588-5350, and
we'll make arrangements with other class members to
bring you along.
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WEDNESDAY NIGHT TABLE TALK

Beginning Oct 6th
6:45pm Fellowship Hall

—

DAN BROWN

CORN MAZE

Middle Schoolers and Senior Highs will go to
a corn maze on Sunday, October 17, immediately
following the worship service. Youth should bring
$6.50 for entrance to the corn maze, money to buy
lunch, and a little extra for the gift shop. Parents are
needed to help carpool. Please contact Becca Berry,
584-0723, or the church office, 588-5350. This will
replace the middle school and senior high youth
groups for said evening.

BREADBREAKERS

Breadbreakers will be held again on Friday,
October 15, at various member homes. If you would
like to attend the Breadbreakers dinner, fill in the
signup form in the church’s bulletin and place it in the
offering plate. If you would be willing and able to
host one of the dinner groups or for more information
on Breadbreakers, please contact Suzanne Hickman,
691-0549, or the church office, 588-5350.

DO YOU NEED A NIGHT OUT?

Kids crying, stepping on toys, answering the
phone, doing the dishes, or just sleep deprived...if
you are in need of a break, the Senior Highs will
provide babysitting on Friday, October 8, from 6:00-
10:00 p.m. at the church. There is no charge; with
donations given towards Montreat 05.

CAN YOU COOK?

Groups are encouraged to sign up for their
team to prepare a dinner. Teams who wish to do this
should encourage each team member to bring a
dish/item, thus all proceeds will benefit their ministry.
A signup sheet is located on the Narthex bulletin
board. Dates are given on a first-come basis, so sign
up today! If you’d like more information, please
contact the church office, 588-5350.

LET'S DO DINNER

Let’s Do Dinner on Tuesday, October 5, at
5:15 p.m. at the WestSide Tavern located on Kingston
Pike. To attend, please RSVP to Maud Hoover, 463-
7399, or Mary Scarbrough, 691-8658. Fellowship,
fun and food are the orders for the evening.

MISSING MINUTES

Recently it was discovered that the file copies
of the session's minutes for the years 1978 - 1979 are
missing from the church office. If you have any clue
as to where they might be, please contact Hugh
Jaynes, 693-1621, or Millisa Simpson, 588-5350.

LOAVES & FISHES

At The Loaves & Fishes Experience at
Maryville College, March 18 & 19, 2005 our
Presbytery will be able to meet--and listen to and
converse with--Neil MacQueen. Neil is a Presbyterian
pastor in Columbus, Ohio and (get this!) is one of the
educators who "invented" the Workshop Rotation
Model for Church School. In an article written for
Presbyterian Outlook, Neil asks: "Is Sunday School
in a time warp or what? Few things have changed so
little and are ailing so much in our denomination."
He goes on to remark that "The decline in Sunday
School is one of the worst kept secrets in the
Church." Is there an antidote to Church School
decline? (Erin is growing, Thanks Be to God!)

There certainly is! Encourage all your
Christian Education committee members, your
Church  School teachers, your Sunday School
superintendents, all the rest of your church to attend
The Loaves & Fishes Experience in March, 2005 and
participate in Neil MacQueen's workshop on the
Rotation Model for Sunday Schools.

For further information pay attention to the
display table at upcoming meetings of Presbytery, or

PET website
(click on the

Check wus out on the
http://www.presbyteryeasttn.org
Loaves and Fishes icon)

The Assembly set the GA per capita
apportionment at $5.57 for 2005 and
2006, up 6 cents.
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THE ERIN CHOIR NEEDS YOU!

Do you have an interest in lifting your voice in
praise somewhere other than the shower? Then the
Erin Choir is the place for you. Your
voice will be welcome in every% /
section: soprano, alto, tenor, and )
bass. No formal vocal training * km,ﬁ’a@ﬁ
IS required ... just a willingness to ¢ ﬁ'\
sing. And we welcome all ages,
from senior high school students to senior adults!

We believe that God is worshipped in many
ways. Consequently, the Choir is committed to
performing a wide variety of music, from classical to
contemporary. More importantly, we have fun with
the music and with each other. In addition to singing,
we share joys and concerns and support one another
with prayer and compassion each week.

Sounds like fun, doesn't it! Please join us and
experience it for yourself. We practice each Wed.
night from 7:30-8:30 pm.

VOTE!

Place: Any Town/City USA

Characters: Johnny Pilgrim, M/M Jefferson Pilgrim,
and Mr. H

Time: One month prior to now

Johnny Pilgrim, a walk-the-talk Christian was
18-years-old on the previous July 4. Johnny is
concerned about the coming November election, and
he is talking with his parents about some of the
election’s issues. After discussing some of the issues,
the conversation got around to discussing the recent
primary election where out of 200,000 registered
voters only 19 to 20 percent of the voters went to the
polls.

There was a lively discussion on why so few of
the registered voters went to the polls and how in a
primary with so few voting, will electors in the general
election be faced with the best qualified candidates.
Johnny asked, “Does a voter’s vote really count in an
election?”.

Jefferson and Dolly Pilgrim could not answer
completely so they suggested he go next door to
Mr. H, an American government teacher at a local

high school, and ask him the question, “Does a voter’s
vote really count in an election?”.

Mr. H invited Johnny into his home, and in
reply asked, “What can I help you with?” Johnny said,
“l have some questions about the power of one’s vote
in an election.” Mr. H’s eyes lit up and replied, “I
think that I can help you, Johnny.”

“Johnny, as you remember from studying
American History in your junior year at high school,
the history of voting was a long bitter fight. Certain
people or group’s civil rights were violated which kept
them from voting. Finally, in the 20" Century, to
maintain equality the Federal government passed
voting laws and amended the United States
Constitution. However, local governments had the
right to require a person to do certain things in order to
vote such as to register at the local government
election office.

Let’s consider two things: first — why should
you vote, and second — does a vote really count? As a
United States citizen, you are obligated to vote.
Obligate is defined as a sense of duty. The freedoms
we enjoy in this country were won by people who
sacrificed much, including their lives. People died
fighting for an issue named freedom.

The passage of Federal laws grows out of our
country’s issues. Our country needs to elect well-
qualified candidates who will write good laws to solve
the country’s problems. So voting in the primary
where most of our candidates originate is most
important.

Another reason to vote is the freedom of
choice. Now, this freedom is not written in the U.S.
Constitution, but it is there. Probably some day a case
will come before the United States Supreme Court
who will rule that the freedom is there or implied. Itis
similar to the Free Will given to us by our Heavenly
Father where you have the choice to do something
such as follow Jesus Christ. So you have the choice:
GO TO THE POLLS OR NOT GO! Did you ever
think what might happen if you didn’t have that
choice?

Now to your question: “Does a person’s vote
really count?” Voting does not just occur in political
elections. Issues come up in all forms of organizations
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and an issue may pass or fail based on the majority
vote (1 vote more than 50%). One prime example is in
our Senate where the presiding officer casts a vote to
break a tie. Remember, the Senate votes on bills that
come to them from the House of Representatives.
Also, Andres Johnson, our 17" President, was
impeached, but acquitted by one vote. There are many
examples of the important of one (1) vote.

And when you vote that is your representation
in government. If you don’t vote, a wrong person may
be elected, nothing much is done in the legislative
body, and the country gets weaker due to the
problems. | always remember what the late Justice
Oliver Wendell Holmes said, “Vigilance is the price of
liberty.” So Johnny, don’t be like a good share or our
electors who don’t vote because they LACK
INTEREST IN MATTERS OF POLITICS AND
ELECTIONS. Johnny, here is a list that you can do to
insure that Liberty will not come begging.”

1) Register with your local election office. Here
in Knoxville that it in the old Knox County
courthouse, corner of Main and Gay.

2) Obtain a post card registration form — fill it out
and mail it. It has to be received by the
election office by October 2. The Knoxville
address for mailing your registration form is:

Voter Registration
Old County Courthouse
300 Main Street
Room 218
Knoxville, TN 37902
3) Study issues facing your local, state, or federal

governments.
4) Know candidates and their stand on issues.
Know how incumbents voted on bills

pertaining to issues.

5) Give some deep thought to campaigns rhetoric
(Promises! Promises!)

6) Check your local newspapers for sample
ballots to peruse prior to voting. Other items
appear on ballots, besides candidates, such as
changes in charters or vote on certain taxes.
Also, polling places are published.

7) Make plans to vote.

8) Take your registration card and_go vote even if

it is raining!

Johnny:  “Thank you, Mr. H. | really
appreciate you taking the time, for the information and

advice. | will register to vote this afternoon, and I
WILL VOTE ON Election Day, November 2.

Claude Houbler
Jenny H. Boyd
Judy H. Clapp

Written by:
Edited by:

Erin Stage Co. and The WordPlayers Present

"Our Town"
by Thornton Wilder
Winner of the Pulitzer Prize for Drama

6 performances only!
Fri-Sun, Oct. 15-17 & 22-24

"Our Town" is a classic of American theater,
and one of the best-loved plays of all time. Produced
in partnership with The WordPlayers and directed by
Casey Sams of the UT Dept. of Theater, this
production represents a huge step forward for the
Creative Expressions ministry at Erin. The cast of 16
includes Cynthia House (Stage Manager), Joe Jaynes
(Mr. Webb), Peter McKay (Joe Crowell) and Mary
Bryan McCleod (Rebecca Gibbs) from Erin. They are
joined by a talented ensemble of actors from The
WordPlayers, UT, and the greater Knoxville area. The
production team includes Terry Weber (producer),
Casey Sams (director), Scott Moore (stage
manager), Vicki Davis (assistant stage manager),
Allyson McLeod (set design), Keith Kirkland (light
design), Kim Jaynes (costume design) and Stan
Stevens (sound design).

" 'Our Town' transcends 20th-century America
and becomes an enduringly relevant work of art—one
about memory, fantasy, and the power and price of
both." (Steve Reynolds)

If you've never attended a theater production of
Erin Stage Co., then "Our Town" will be a wonderful
introduction. If you have enjoyed Erin Stage Co.
productions before, then "Our Town" will be your best
experience yet.

Call The WordPlayers (539-2490)or the
church office (588-5350) to reserve your tickets, or use
the online reservation form at
http://www.erinpresbyterian.org/. Call today!
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AN ODE TO THE OTHER AYERS
TOM AND HARRIET

Here’s to the “brothers” Fran and Tom,

We don’t know where they came from.

But they're sweet I think you ‘all agree,
Did they come from the same family tree?

You're leaving your mentor -
Tom, you're to blame.
There goes your golf fame -
Down the drain!

Harriet, your tireless efforts we all know,
Filling your shoes, we've a long way to go.
How lucky we’ve been to know you two,
Dearest friends, you really are true blue!l

The Frin Gang ~ September 2004

THANK YOU TO OUR WONDERFUL
CHURCH FAMILY

£

...for the lovely reception on
Sunday. We can’t begin

to express our gratefulness
to each of you. We are all so
fortunate to be part of this L ¥ = o
loving congregation. We will miss being witt
you, but you will always be in our hearts anc
prayers. And, thanks to e-mail we can keep ir
touch. We are all part of God’s family. Witt
Love, Tom and Harriet Ayers

“Christ makes us one

body...connected to each other.”
Romans 12:5 GWT
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