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ERIN PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH NEWS 

 

December, 2006 
 

Isaiah 9:6 For unto us a child is born, unto 

us a son is given: and the government shall be 

upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called 

Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty God, The 

everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 

KJV 

 

 
- Advent of the Magi - 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
Do you know what an ICE number is? I didn’t 
until I read about it in a Scottish newspaper 
recently. It was started a couple of years ago by a 
group of paramedics in Britain. Whenever people 
were involved in a serious accident on the winter 
roads, the paramedics would usually come across 
a cell phone next to the injured person. They 
would try to access the phone’s numbers to find 
someone who knew about the emergency victim 
and get crucial information to help treat the 
injured party. But all they came across was a list 
of names and the paramedics didn’t know which 
number to call. 
That’s when someone came up with the bright 
idea of establishing an ICE number on the cell 
phone list. ICE stands for In Case of Emergency. 
The cell phone owner lists his or her spouse, 
children, or a best friend under the name ICE, 

which means that the paramedics can now directly 
contact kinfolk. It has saved lives in Britain 
because medical details can be checked over the 
phone at the accident site. And it has become so 
popular that people are now listing alternative 
contacts as ICE01 and ICE02, just in case the 
primary contact person is unavailable. 
Christmas is a bit like that because it’s the special 
time of year when God sent His Son into the world 
to become our primary contact. Up until that time, 
the only way to reach God was to ask a priest or 
Pharisee to intercede. When Christ was born 
among us, God gave us direct access to His 
Kingdom and Christ to be with us, so that on the 
most important day of our lives, we would not be 
lost forever but reclaimed and restored to God’s 
eternal presence. 
As we get ready to enter into the hustle and bustle 
of the busiest season in the year, let’s remind 
ourselves that we have blessings other people 
never experienced – the blessing of knowing 
Jesus, the blessing of being saved, and the blessing 
of everlasting life through Him. 
May Christ be with you and all your loved ones 
this Christmas. 

John 

 

� 

Christmas Eve 

Candle Light Service 

Sunday, December 24 
6:30pm 

 
Child care will be provided. 

� 
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December Sundays 
 

December 3 

First Sunday in Advent 

Communion Sunday 
Psalm 25:6-11 & Thessalonians 3:9-13 

“When Love Returns, Life Begins” 
 

December 10 

Second Sunday in Advent 
Malachi 3:1-4 & Luke 3:1-6 
“Can You Hear Me Now?” 

  
December 17 

Third Sunday in Advent 
Zephaniah 3:14-20 & Luke 3:7-18 

“Kingdom Clauses” 

  
December 24 

Fourth Sunday in Advent 

Christmas Eve 
Isaiah 9:2-7 & Luke 2:1-14 

“Grace: A Nativity” 

 
 December 31 

Psalm 148:1-6 & Luke 2:41-52 
“The Lost Boy” 

 

January 7 

Communion Sunday 

Day of Prayer for Those Persecuted and 

Martyred for Their Faith 
Isaiah 60:1-6 & Matthew 2:1-12 

“Where Have All the Wise Men Gone?” 

 

December Birthdays 
(This may not be an accurate list and some names may 

be missing. If so, please accept our apologies) 

 
Heather Ritchie December 1 

Antonio Vowell December 1 

Bev Cowen December 2 

Rylan Elliott December 2 

Lionel Sands December 7 

Jeremy Holliday December 8 

Mary Jane Hinton December 10 

Sue Miller December 10 

Pam Pfeifer December 10 

Margaret Pfeifer December 12 

Bryce Elliott December 14 

Nicole Webb December 14 

Sean Gahan December 16 

Jenny Boyd December 17 

Carol Alver December 19 

David Eggers December 19 

Mathew Miller December 20 

Marty Kirby December 23 

Phil Duncan Sr. December 26 

Howard Loveless December 26 

Henry Ritchie IV December 26 

Paula Gunter December 27 

Michael Simpson December 27 

Nick Carter December 28 

Emily Arnwine December 29 

Barbara Brazelton December 29 

Cindy Holliday December 29 

Sarah McKay December 30 

Fran Ayers December 31 

 

First days of January 

Wilma Harrington January 1 

Joe Tate January 3 

Audry Cafego January 4 

Suzanne Hickman January 4 

Maud Hoover January 4 

John Moxham January 4 

Lanie Webb January 4 

Gary Blackburn January 5 

Your birthday not listed? 

Please contact the church office, 588-5350. 

�� 

 

INFANT AND PRESCHOOL 
 

Parents’ Day Out 
Katie Rash and Traci Vandiver, our church nursery 
workers, are having a Parents’ Day Out on Saturday, 
December 16th from 9AM to 1PM. A lunch of peanut 
butter and jelly sandwiches and fruit will be provided. 
Please bring your own drink in a spill-proof cup. 
Please call the church office (588-5350) by noon on 
Thursday, December 14th. The rate is $30.00 for two 
children. If you have questions, please contact Katie 
(865-806-5658) or Traci (731-217-7420). 
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MOPS NEWS 

Attention, Mothers of 

Preschoolers!  Erin 
MOPS has begun 
the New Year! Come 
meet other moms of 
preschool-aged children, 
and connect with others who understand what it's like 
to be "Mommy" to these wonderful tiny people. Join a 
community of women who support one another as we 
grow as mothers, women, and children of God.  The 
theme this year is "Fresh Air:  What Every Mother 
Needs".  We'll be doing crafts, hearing speakers, 
working on mission projects, participating in 
devotionals, engaging in lively discussion about our 
needs as mothers, and eating delicious food while our 
children participate in their own activities with our 
quality teachers.  Most importantly, we'll be making 
new friends while we worship God together! 
We meet the 2nd (December 7) and 4th (December 28) 
Thursdays of each month from 9:30-11:30AM. Every 
mom with children from birth through kindergarten is 
welcome to join us, and kids are welcome too! 
Contact: Katina Sharp for more information (742-
2292). 
 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD - Erin 

raised $759.00 for the Samaritan’s Purse, 
which allowed us to surpass our goal of 
100 boxes! Thank you for your generous 
giving, and because of your contribution 
we are able to touch the lives of over 100 
children in the world! Happy Holidays! 
“Whoever receives one of these little children in 

My name receives Me.”  Mark 9:37 
 

Families Learning 

about Support Hear 
is a family friendly 
organization that 
supports all types of 
families and children 
dealing with 

different degrees of hearing loss. FLASH is open to 
any parent, grandparent, sibling, caregiver or other 
support person and allows a positive environment 
where there is an opportunity for folks to meet others 
who are dealing with similar issues. The next meeting 
will be held on Thursday, October 26, from 6:30 to 
9:00PM in the Family Life Center. For more 
information, please contact Heather Ritchie, 584-1637, 
or e-mail flash.supportgroup@gmail.com. 

 

 

As parents, we want our children to feel happy, healthy 
and loved.  Mommy & Me believes spending time 
together is the best way to make that happen. This group 
provides you and your child fun and simple ways to make 
the most of the time you spend-Laughing, Loving, 
Learning-Together.  Mommy & Me is for all moms, dads, 
grandparents, and other caregivers with children 6 and 
under who wish to participate in a fun time of bonding 
with their children.  We sing songs, read stories, play 
games, dance, and laugh together.  And the best part?  It’s 
free!  No commitment, no fees.  Just show up and enjoy 
yourself!  Mommy & Me meets every Monday at 10:00 
a.m. in the Family Life Center.  If you have a question 
about the group, don’t hesitate to call Katina Sharp at 
742-2292 or email her at KatinaSharp@aol.com.  You can 
also visit the Mommy & Me website at 
www.MommyandMe.com.  We hope to see you there! 

YOUTH MINISTRY 

 

Come to G.E.T. Games! Hey middle school and high 
school Youth! Do you need a mid-
week break or some time to relax and 
have fun? Come to G.E.T. Games 
every Wednesday! We play 
basketball, cards, board games, or 

anything fun you can think of! We 
meet after Wednesday Night dinner in Becca’s office 
until 7:30. Bring a friend, bring a Frisbee, and be ready 
to blow off some steam! 

 

OUTREACH MINISTRY 
 

The Middle schoolers raised $50.72 for 
our first Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF.  
That may not sound like very much to 
most of us, but this will provide children 

in need, who are every bit as precious as 
our own with: 724 boxes of crayons, immunizations for 
50 children against measles and rubella for life, 16 
children with pencil and paper to use in the classroom, 
and 12 children, who are probably sleeping out in the 
cold tonight with a large wool blanket. So this 
seemingly small amount can do a very great deal.  Next 
year we hope to raise enough to provide 300 warm 
blankets! Good job trick-or treaters! 
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THANKSGIVING FOOD BASKETS 
I'm pleased to report that the delivery of 
Thanksgiving food baskets went very well. 
We purchased a total of 14 baskets from 
Food City. Each contained a pre-cooked 
whole turkey or ham, stuffing, gravy, 

vegetables, cranberry sauce, buns, etc., along 
with a card from Erin Church wishing them a Happy 
Thanksgiving and a blessing. They were delivered cold and 
could be heated up quite easily. Pastor Stuart and about 5 
other adult members of the congregation and 2 children 
participated in the deliveries. One delivery went to a family 
that had called in to the Church requesting help. The others 
went to the refugee family we support (Manjay and her 4 
children) and to their neighbors at Norwood Apartments, 
which is an area with many refugee families. 
  
We arrived at the apartments about 3:15 pm on a sunny, but 
cool afternoon. Manjay wasn't home yet, so we waited 
outside. Mary Alice's children rolled around on the grass and 
played with some of the many other children who came by 
to see what we were doing. A neighbor helped us call 
Manjay, who had missed her bus home from English class, 
but would be there soon. I went to the neighbor's apartment 
and played for a while with her children and with Mayamu 
(Manjay's youngest child), who she was babysitting. A 
refugee family (grandparents, daughter and grandchildren) 
from Russia started talking to us, with their grandson (about 
12) as an interpreter. They told us about their experiences 
and asked if we knew a doctor who could help with the 
grandmother's chronic headaches. We were invited up to 
their apartment for tea, which we declined, because we didn't 
want to miss Manjay. The grandmother went upstairs and 30 
minutes later sent down a plate of fresh-baked round bread. 
It was delicious and we ate it on the spot. Sonja walked 
along hand-in-hand with the grandmother, talking in 
different languages, but communicating nonetheless. A 
school teacher from nearby Norwood Elementary came by to 
chat. He had the day off, so had come to Norwood to help 
out with some of the refugee families. Manjay and the rest of 
her children soon arrived, smiling and delighted to see us.  
 
We asked Manjay to direct the distribution of food baskets 
and she thoughtfully considered this. She chose one for her 
family, then gave directions to the children on making 
deliveries to the most needy families (which were usually 
refugee families). One went to the Russian grandmother, 
another to her daughter, others to families from Liberia and 
wherever. The children carried the baskets on their heads, 
like they would have in their home village.  
 
It was a wonderful experience, filled with joy and touched 
by the Holy Spirit. I'd like to thank our congregation for the 
giving that makes all of our Outreach activities possible. I'd 
also like to invite you all to participate in future Outreach 
activities. 
Larry McKay – Outreach Team 

 
Sonja DuBois and Larry McKay delivering the baskets to 

Manjay’s  family and friends. 

 
Mission Dinner Night  

Dinner for Missions will be Friday, December 15 at 
6:30pm in the Fellowship Hall. A Guatemalan dinner 
will be served, and the program will be brought by 
Andrew Loveall, a director of a school in Guatemala. 
Child care will be provided. Please call Mary Alice 
Vowell at 602-7950 for more information. If you plan 
to attend, please call the church office at 588-5350.It 
will be a wonderful time of fellowship as Mr. Loveall 
shares his experiences in Guatemala with us. 
 

The UTK Presbyterian Center Chili Cook Off 
will be our Wednesday Dinner on December 6th. All 

the proceeds will go to help PCUTK students 
go to Antigua, Guatemala on a mission 
trip during spring break. The cost is 
$5.00/bowl or $20.00/family. The chili is 
provided by YOU – each pot of chili will 

be judged and the winner receives three hours of 
service from several UTK students. So sign up on the 
narthex, and email your recipe to pcutk@utk.edu if you 
want it included in The Chili Cook Off Cookbook. For 
more information contact Kally Ellliott, Lauren Stuart, 
or Mary Alice Vowell at pcutk@utk.edu. Start cookin’ 
(the spicier the better) and may the best batch win! 

 

2006 JOY OFFERING 
On December 24, the fourth Sunday in Advent, we 
will receive the Christmas Joy Offering for 
2006.  This special offering is a joyful 
response by congregations across the Presbyterian 
Church (USA) to special needs of people.  Fifty 
percent of the funds goes to our Board of Pensions 
and is used to relieve unexpected and emergency needs of 
retired and current church workers.  The Racial/Ethnic 
Schools and Colleges that are related to our denomination 
receive the other 50%, which they use for scholarships and 
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to help cover basic operating expenses.  You will receive a 
letter with an offering envelope that will tell more about this 
special offering, and bulletin inserts and a minute for 
mission will give additional information.                        
Erin Outreach Team 

 

FELLOWSHIP MINISTRY 
 

LET’S DO DINNER! meets on 
the 1st Tuesday of each month. In 
December, we will meet the 5th at 
5:15pm at Bravo’s. We look 
forward to dining and fellowship 
with you at Bravo’s! 
 

WONDERFUL WEDNESDAYS 
Schedule of Events 

5:00-6:00 - Journey Seven 
5:45-6:15 - Dinner  
6:15-6:30 – Clean up 
6:30-7:30 - Women's Study Group  
                  Table Talk  
                  Sonshine – grades K-8 
                  Kid's Club – 4-5 years and grades K-5 
                  GET Games – grades 6-12 
                  Hand Bells 
                  Nursery – infants – 3 years 
7:30-8:30 –Choir 
 

BARNABAS will meet Tuesday December 5th at 10:00 

AM in the Parlor. New members are welcome to join us. 
For more information please contact Mary Scarbrough 
at 691-8658. 

 

Directory Photo Make Ups will be on Sunday, 
December 10 in the Parlor during the PW Potluck 
Christmas Dinner (5:00PM). If you choose to submit 
an existing photo, please do so by Sunday December 
10 so that it may be included in our new directory. All 
make up photos will be copied to disk and submitted 
that same week. 

 

CHRISTMAS CAROLING 

The Annual Christmas Caroling will be 
held on Sunday, December 17.  

Everyone should meet at the church at  
5:50 p.m. for a 6:00 p.m. departure.  
This is fun for everyone!  Where do 

we carol?  We sing to Erin members that are 
homebound and unable to easily attend other 
festivities. Please help us to spread cheer and joy into 
the lives of others! 

 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 

 

CIRCLES - PW Circle 2 will meet in 
the parlor on December 12th at 
10:00AM. Alma Siedentopf will lead 
the Bible study. Then we will head to 
the Apple Cake Tea Room for our 
Christmas lunch. PW Circle 4 will 
meet at Mary Scarbrough’s house on 
December 11th at 6:30PM for the Christmas Party. 
 

Thank you for your generous contribution of 
cakes! Erin delivered 23 cakes to 

Lakeshore – that is 23 birthdays the 

patients will be able to celebrate this 

year. Thank you! 

 

Annual PW Potluck 

CHRISTMAS DINNER 
 

The Christmas Pot Luck Supper sponsored 
by the Erin Presbyterian Women will be on 

Sunday, December 10, at 5:00 p.m.  We'll 
have a visit from Mrs. Claus and gifts for 
the kids! Invite your friends and family--
just bring a covered dish (salad, 

vegetable, meat dish, or dessert).  We will provide 
the drinks and rolls. Please call the church office at 
588-5350 if you plan to join your church family for 
food, fun, and fellowship with plenty of holiday 
cheer! 
 

DISCIPLESHIP MINISTRIES 

The Women’s Serendipity Bible Study continues to meet 
on Wednesday nights after dinner.  For the first six 

weeks we’re exploring our Christian 
identity by talking about our values, our 

strengths, our desires, our self-image, our faith, and our 
future, using stories and images from the New Testament.  
All women are invited to attend—so come along, and bring a 
friend!” 

“A Women’s Retreat, In Our Own Skins, is being planned 
for early in 2007.  The purpose of this study is to remember 
who we are when we remove the many hats we all wear in 
our daily lives—as mother, wife, cook, chauffeur, employee, 
whatever—and to reconnect with the One who created us as 
special individual human beings.  For more information or to 
help with planning, contact Sharon Carter at 693-5111 or at 
revscarter@comcast.net .” 
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Wednesday Night Table Talk 

The Wednesday night group that the pastor is leading 
will be turning its attention to current 
issues and religious events that are 
happening all over the world. 
Sometimes our news is tainted with 
secular opinions that make religious 
people out to be zealous fanatics and 

spiritual nutcases. The pastor hopes to introduce 
current topics to help us get to the heart of these 
complicated issues that try people’s souls today. 

Monday Night Study Group 

The Monday Nighters has ended for the year, but will 
return on Mon January 8 at 7.15PM. This year’s study 
will be based on a book called “So What’s the 
Difference?” written by Fritz Ridenour. The book takes 
a look at 20 world views, Faiths and religions and how 
they compare to Christianity. 
The pastor will facilitate the discussions, which get 
pretty lively at times. The group welcomes new 
members, visitors and their friends to come to the 
studies. Each lesson will be handed out in advance at 
the meetings. The first topic was “Biblical Christianity: 
A Plumb line for comparing Faiths.” In these days 
when religious pluralism and inter-faith conflict 
abounds, this series will help church people understand 
who they are and what makes us so different. 

Seven Days – The Pastor’s RadioShow on 

WVLZ 1180AM &WKCE1120AM 

At the end of August, the pastor began a new local 
radio show on the Knoxville community station, 
Southern Roots Radio. Each week, guests and callers 
will be invited to discuss what’s happening in the 
country and around the world with regard to religious 
issues. The show takes place each Friday from 4-5PM. 
As well as listening on AM radio, you can also hear the 
show live on the internet at 
www.southernrootsradio.com. 
Please keep the show in your prayers. The pastor hopes 
that it will become a vehicle for local churches and 
leaders to share their faith. He needs local business 

sponsors and individual donors to keep the show on 

the air. If you would like to help, talk to him 
personally. He also prays that unchurched people who 
are listeners, will also begin to visit and worship at our 
services on Sunday mornings. 
 

 

 

WORSHIP MINISTRY 

 
CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 
may now be ordered! Please fill 
out the signup form in the Narthex 

or call the church office at 588-
5350. The requested donation is $15. Poinsettias will 
be available after the service on Christmas Eve.  If you 
are unable to attend the Christmas Eve Service, you 
may pick up your poinsettia on or before Sunday, 
December 31, 2006.  Proceeds will be used for the 
Kitchen Fund. 
 

The Erin Choir Needs YOU! Do you have an interest in 
lifting your voice in praise somewhere 
other than the shower?  Then the Erin 
Choir is the place for you. Your voice 

will be welcome in every section: soprano, 
alto, tenor, and bass.  No formal vocal training is required ... 
just a willingness to learn. And we welcome all ages, from 
senior high school students to senior adults!  
We believe that God is worshipped in many ways.  
Consequently, the Choir is committed to performing a wide 
variety of music, from classical to contemporary.  
More importantly, we believe in having fun with 
the music and with each other.  In addition to 
singing, we share joys and concerns and support 
one another with prayer and compassion each week. 
Sounds like fun, doesn't it?  Please join us and experience it 
for yourself. We practice each Wed. night from 7:30-8:30 
pm.  

 

SENIOR ADULT MINISTRIES 
 

 

Gifts for Zion Home for the Aged 
During the Annual Senior Adult Ministry Christmas Party, 
donations for the Zion Home for the Aged will be collected. 
The facility currently houses 11 residents—6 male and 5 
female—and they need general items to help them with 
personal expenses. To assist them, SAM is sponsoring the 
preparation of Christmas baskets for the residents. 
The items we wish to include in the baskets include:  
pocket Kleenex                chap stick                      shampoo                                                

toothbrushes            CDs of classic songs           mouth wash 

sugar free candy        hairbrushes/combs                 soap        

white athletic socks   house shoes/slippers              lotion 

toilette paper                  cotton balls                       razors 

shaving cream                 nail polish                  emery boards 

toothpaste                    denture cleaner    nail polish remover       

DVD/VHS classic movies                  cans of sodas (all types)                          

                           small cans of Pringles chips                            

Please pick up one or some of these items and bring it/them 
to the SAM Christmas Dinner on Thursday December 14th. 
Any money donations may be used to purchase items as 
well. Thank you in advance for your contribution! 
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The Annual Senior Adult Ministry 
Christmas Party will be held on 

Thursday, December 14 at 3:00 PM in 
the Fellowship Hall. We will furnish the 

meat, and each guest is requested to bring 
a covered dish to share – appetizer, salad, vegetable or 
dessert. If you wish to participate in the gift exchange, 
please bring a $5.00 gift. Please let us know if you plan 
to attend by calling Maud Hoover at 463-7399 or 
Helen Henry at 986-8711 by November 28th.  

 

Body Recall will not meet during the 
month of December (except for Friday, 
December 1st. Class will resume at 4:00pm 
every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday on 
January 8, 2007! Have a safe and happy 
Holiday and we will see you then! 

    

STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY 
 

Donations to Erin 
 

For those families that claim federal deductions on Schedule 
A of Form 1040, a change in rules has been activated by the 
passage of the Pension Protection Act of 2006.  The 
effective date of this change is August 17, 2006.  Some of 
the changes are as follows: 
 

1. Donors can now exclude from gross income 
charitable distributions of up to $100,000 from a 
Traditional IRA or Roth IR.   Prior to 2006 this 
type of distribution would require the normal 
payment of Federal income tax on the entire 
distribution.  The following qualifications apply 1) 
payment is direct from the IRA account to Erin, 2) 
the payment must take place after the taxpayer has 
reached the age of 70 1/2, 3) such distributions can 
not also be used as a charitable deduction, and 4) 
the distribution is made after 12/31/2005 and before 
01/01/2008. 

2. No deduction is allowed for loose cash.  Cash may 
be used as a donation if it is placed in an envelope 
that contains the donor’s name.  The remainder of 
the conventional collection plate giving remains the 
same.  

3. Donations-In-Kind, for example, household goods 
or clothing, can not be deducted unless the donated 
items are in “good” condition. (To date “good” has 
not been defined).  Donations of this type may be 
deducted as long as the donor has a receipt from 
Erin showing the written description of the 
donation, the value of which is assumed to be less 
than $500.  The receipt must show the description 
of the donation, and a statement of the value of any 
goods or services, if any, provided by Erin in return 
for the donation.  The deduction would be the 

difference between these two numbers. Your 
donation of goods of this type will be 
acknowledged by Erin by signing your brief written 
description of the items.  The value of the items 
should not be placed on this list as Erin is not 
responsible for acknowledging the estimated value.  
This is done exclusively by the donor.  

4. Donations of food, clothing, household items, 
jewelry, or collections valued over $500 must be 
accompanied by a qualified appraisal.  Should any 
of the items discussed above be collected by Erin 
for resale the amount eligible for federal deduction 
would be the resale price. 

Please contact me, Leslie in the church office, or your 
personal tax accountant if you have any questions. 
 
Bob McLean 
Treasurer 

Stewardship Figures 

YTD 

   
Jan 1 - Nov 29, 

06 

 Income  

  
Administration 
Income 196.60 

  Property Income 30,116.10 

  Discipleship Income 4,634.34 

  Fellowship Income 11,852.51 

  Donations in Kind 1,443.17 

  Memorial Income 11,313.45 

  Outreach Income 13,375.13 

  Offerings 260,521.92 

  PW Income 138.00 

  Worship 1,245.33 

 Total Income 334,836.55 

 Expense  

  Administration 19,552.89 

  Property Team 73,178.80 

  Discipleship Team 19,385.19 

  Fellowship Team 9,535.34 

  Outreach Team 52,252.41 

  Stewardship Team 1,227.67 

  Worship Team 3,766.67 

  Pastoral Ministry 85,936.37 

  Personnel 59,919.20 

  Memorial Expenses 830.68 

  Session 355.60 

  PW expenses 25.50 

  Payroll Expenses 494.80 

 Total Expense 326,461.12 

Net Income 8,375.43 
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PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE WEEK OF 

December 3, 2006 

IRAQ 

Levi Martin (husband of Bev Cowen’s granddaughter) 
KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE 
Major Claude Houbler – in NHC in Farragut recovering 
from meningitis. He is still very weak but slowly recovering. 
Please continue to pray for him and his family. 
Scott, Vera and Susan (family of Jeff Carter) – having a 
difficult time now  
Erika Letsinger (former MOPS mom)- having a recheck for 
a possible growth in her breast 
John Badders – great uncle of Kelli Crisp, suffers form 
Alzheimer’s and dementia and has been transferred from 
assisted living to a nursing home which has made him even 
more confused and frustrated. Please pray for him, his wife, 
and caregivers that are helping him. 
Todd Zaleski—the son of friends of Jim and Ginger 
Thompson, passed away last weekend. Please pray for his 
friends and family as they grieve for their loss this holiday 
season. 
ILLINOIS 
Gussie Heiple – mother of Jo Derrick, suffering from severe 
seizures as her condition deteriorates. Also pray for Jo and 
her family through this difficult time. 

CALIFORNIA 

Bryce Elliott – father is having health issues doctors have 
been unable to diagnose 

FLORIDA 
Kathy Hood (daughter of Alma Siedentopf) 
Randy and Regina Bishop, members of Erin who now 
reside in Florida, suddenly and unexpectedly lost their 20 
month old grandson while he was home for the holidays.  

Please keep the Bishops and their family in your prayers 
through this difficult time. 
MICHIGAN 
Flora Hudson, sister of Mae Brandon-Pershing, is suffering 
from serious heart problems. 
WASHINGTON 

Sandy Tessier undergoing chemotherapy for cancer 

NORTH CAROLINA 

John Giorgino, Eleanor and Hugh Jaynes' son-in-law, is in 
the hospital in Raleigh, NC recovering from surgery on his 
sinus. He is having a problem with severe bleeding and 
needs our prayers for healing and recovery. 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

Sara Mantel (friend of Sara Leckie) 

ERIN PRAYER CHAIN: due to the changes in the office, 
the prayer chains will be supervised by Katina Sharp. She 
has volunteered to temporarily take over this vital ministry 
to ensure that messages and requests are not overlooked. 
You can contact Katina by e-mail at Katiquando@aol.com 
or call her at 742-2292. Thank you Katina for looking after 
this important area of our church’s ministry. 

 

The Erin Presbyterian Church News is published monthly.  
Comments and submissions are welcome.  Please submit 
articles by Wednesday, December 27 for inclusion in the 
next month’s issue.  Place submissions in Administrator’s 
mailbox in the Church Office or send articles and/or 
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