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Nehemiah 6:3 So | sent messengers to them with
this reply: "l am carrying on a great project and
cannot go down.”

Centuries ago, when Nehemiah returned to
Jerusalem, he inspired the people to rebuild the
city, so that the whole community could
rededicate their lives to God. He set before the
people a great vision of Jerusalem being restored
and their faith being enhanced. Nehemiah wanted
them to reconnect their lives with God through the
rebuilding process. It was as if he was saying to
them this: if we focus upon rebuilding the City of
God, then we will rediscover who we are, and
what God wants us to become.

It was a major project because most of the city
walls were just rubble. And even when the Jews
began to rebuild the city, their local enemies
taunted and harassed them, seeking to dissuade
and distract them. That's when Nehemiah’s
leadership was fully tested. If he gave in to the
distractions, then the city would remain ruined.
When his detractors tried to upset Nehemiah'’s
plans and make him parley with him, that’s when
he sent this messageam carrying on a great
project and cannot go down.

My friends, for more than two years, we have
been trying to get the Fellowship Hall and kitchen
finished. We started to raise funds and hoped to
put a plan into place in the Fall of 2006, but that
summer we had a major staff crisis, which
consequently upset all of our plans, and took us
fifteen months to recover.

Last summer, we hoped to begin the process again
when suddenly the Fellowship wall shifted and we
had to make major repairs. We've only just
managed to fix it and hope that the contractors

will finish their work soon. The Hall is still being
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used but it has become an eyesore and, quite
frankly, | am ashamed when visitors come
amongst us and they see the disrepair.

This year, we need to carry on this great project
and not let anything distract us. We all need to
focus upon getting the hall and kitchen finished.
It's almost as if we're stuck and cannot move on
until this is accomplished. | believe that we are a
great wee church, full of terrific people, but at
times we all focus on our own projects, ministries,

and missions. This is not the time to be doing that.
| firmly believe that we have to make these repair$

and renovationthe major priority for the whole
church. Faith and fellowship are what keep us
together. If we let the Hall and kitchen repairs
drag on for another year, we’ll begin to feel
burdened by it.

I’'m calling upon all of our groups and teams,
classes and members to focus on finishing this
work this year. The church needs our help, our

attention, our prayers, our time, and our resource$

to get this done. It is my fervent hope and prayer
that you will all feel called to do this. And believe
me, once this is completed, we will all know that
we have completed a great project for the Lord,
and we will be blessed by Him for doing this.

Thank you, as always, for your support and
loyalty. May God enable and empower all of us to
do His bidding through the life, work, and
ministry of our church.

John

-4
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March Sundays

March 2
Fourth Sunday in Lent
Communion Sunday
Psalm 23:1-6 & John 9:1-7
“Seeing is Believing”

March 9
Fifth Sunday of Lent
Psalm 130:1-8 & John 11:38-44
“Dead Man Walking”

March 16
Palm Sunday
Psalm 31:9-16 & Matthew 21:1-11
“The First Easter Parade”

March 21
Good Friday & Communion
7:00 PM

March 23
Easter

March 30
Second Sunday of Easter

April 6
World Tartan Sunday
Communion Sunday

Please join us for a
Good Friday Communion Service
March 21
7:00 pm
Childcare is available.
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March Birthdays

(This may not be an accurate list and some names may
be missing. If so, please accept our apologies)

AR WA

Kim Jaynes
Jane Yancey
Kristi Bailes
Erika Licklilter
Kari Matthews
Katy Smith
Marlene Domish
Autumn Major
Kally Elliott
Steve Foster
Davis Pfeifer
Pat Swain
Eleanor Jaynes
Mike Massengill
Stan Stevens
Kieran Jenness
John Stuart
Emme Ritchie
Spencer Elliott
Bob Alver
Cynthia House
Happy Hilty
Morgan Fitch
Ben Hoskins
Barry Robinson
Dale Webb

AJ Crawford
Berdine Dent
Kathryn Evans
Thomas Bilbrey

First Days of April
Tom Pfeifer, Sr.
David Snodgrass
Brad Fortune
Carol Robbins

Henry Thomas Ritchie V

Mike Bilbrey
Becky Cameron
Karen Price

March 1
March 1
March 2
March 3
March 3
March 5
March 9
March 10
March 11
March 11
March 12
March 12
March 13
March 14
March 17
March 18
March 19
March 22
March 23
March 25
March 25
March 26
March 28
March 28
March 28
March 28
March 28
March 30
March 30
March 31

April 1
April 1
April 2
April 2
April 3
April 4
April 4
April 6

Your birthday not listed?
Please call the office at 588-5350.
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Holy Week Services

Holy Week begins on Palm Sunday,™Blarch
and ends with sunrise on Easter,2Blarch.
Instead of the usual Maundy Thursday service, we
will be holding our triennial Good Friday service,
21°'March, at 7.00PM in the sanctuary.

The Good Friday service will begin with a time

for Communion, but the rest of the service will

focus upon Christ’s Crucifixion. It's a somber and

very moving time of worship, and it's good for us

to be reminded of the Supreme Sacrifice that
Christ made for our sins. Child care will be

provided, but children may also remain in the
sanctuary during the service. After all, Christ died
for them, too. Please feel free to bring your
families and friends, neighbors and working
colleagues to the service. They will also find it to
be a meaningful time for reflection.

Earlier on Good Friday, the pastor will be
preaching at the Ecumenical service which
annually takes place at Sacred Heart Cathedral on
Northshore. The worship begins at 12noon and
ends at 1.00PM. Seven pastors and priests,
including our own minister, give brief homilies on
the last seven words of Christ from the Cross.
Everyone is encouraged and welcome to attend
this lunchtime service. If you've never
experienced an ecumenical service before, this is a
wonderful one to attend.

On Sunday March 23, we celebrate Easter. As
usual, we will hold our special sunrise service in
the beautiful campus grounds of Tate’s School of
Discovery, which is located at the top of Cedar
Bluff Road, just before it connects with
Middlebrook Pike.

We gather next to the flag pole and look eastwards
towards the trees and mountains. We sing Easter
songs and read the Resurrection narratives from
the Gospels. And our hearts are field with joy as
we watch and welcome the rising sun. It truly is a
wonderful way to begin Easter. Families and
friends gather together, and it is a memorable
occasion. Everyone and anyone are welcome to be
there.

Later that morning, we have our annual Brando
breakfast in the Fellowship Hall. This is a grea
tradition here at Erin and a terrific opportunity to
share Easter together. During the breakfast, 4§
Easter Egg Hunt is organized for the children. Th
breakfast begins at 9.30AM.

Finally, we gather together for a joyful worship
service in the sanctuary at 11.00AM. Many

members bring families and friends, making th¢

whole occasion a special homecoming. Th

worship is wonderful, the singing is amazing, andl

the music is exceptional. Out of all of the service
in our church, this is the one that man
people truly enjoy the most.

So, come and celebrate Holy Week an
Easter at Erin

New Members

On Sunday 24 February, two new members joined our

church. They were Kim and Dusty Pennington, alpng

with their children Colton and Kenleigh. We are

delighted to have them amongst us. Kim’s mom waf
Kristy Blanchard, a great member and friend of puf

church family, who died of cancer recently. Dusty’s
brother is Chad Pennington, the New York Jets
guarterback.

We pray that God will bless them all!

ENRICHMENT SCHEDULE |

The following is the March schedule for Enrichment
if you are unable to attend on your scheduled gat
please contact someone to take your place:
March 2
Erin McCallum  Shane Crisp  Kiristi Bailes
March 9
NO ENRICHMENT — SONSHINE PERFORMANCE
March 16
Pam Pfeifer Kelcey Levering Jennifer Gahan
March 23
Tim Jenness Anna McKay Denise Bilbrey
March 30
Susan Hannah  Jamie Webb  Heather Ritchie
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DISCIPLESHIP MINISTRY

Coffee Club |

Each Wednesday, our church holds twe - -
special study groups called “The Coffee\«a,
Club.” One begins at 10.30AM and the \_P
other starts at 6.30PM. They both take\.)
place in the parlor.

Each week, the participants look at a pre-assi
chapter of the Bible and share their thoug
guestions, and experiences that are relevant t
Bible chapter. At the end of the meeting, the f{
guestions, and notes for the next Bible chapter
given out as a homework assignment.

D

Everybody who participates really enjoys
opportunity to be reading and studying the Bible 0
regular basis. And amazes all of us, how relevant
scriptures become in our daily lives.

During March, the Coffee Club groups will be readi
chapters 5 — 8 of the Gospel of Mark. Assignm
papers can be picked up in the narthex each Sund

And if you can’t make the groups on Wednesdays
not do the study online? Each Wednesday morning
pastor sends out an email with the text, questions
notes to about 30 people. If you would like to do
then send an email to Leslie
admin@erinpresbyterian.organd ask to be put on t
mailing list.

t

But wait, there’s more! You can also visit the K
Coffee Club Study online and see the text, notes,
guestions. Just go to:

www.erincoffeeclub.blogspot.como get all the

information.

Erin Presbyterian Church
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WORLD TARTAN DAY

Sunday April 8 is World Tartan Day and at Erin, v
will be celebrating the event by hosting a spe
“Kirking of the Tartans” during the worship servig
The Scottish Society of Knoxville will be bringin

their Scottish banners and wearing their Scottis

outfits. A drummer and a piper will be playing befo
during, and after the service. It will be a wonder
event and everyone is encouraged to wear their fav
plaid.

If you've never heard “Amazing Grace” on t
bagpipes, you've never lived. Come and enjoy
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event. Invite your friends and neighbors as well!

have a blast seRviNg Jesus!

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2008
SAVE THE DATE!
June 16-20
Register kids for VBS week and to volunteer
at www.erinpresbyterian.org

WheRe Kids

Join the Choir for Easter!

The Erin choir needs extra voices to help make
musical offerings for Palm Sunday (Mar. 16), Ga
Friday (Mar. 21) and Easter Sunday (Mar. 23) the

that they can be. Please join us for rehearsals
Wednesdays, Mar. 5 and 12, at 7:30 pm. The

prerequisite is enthusiasm! Lift up your voice and 3
with us during Holy Week.
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Bring your voice; we'll even supply the outfit

FREE CPR CLASSES
Sponsored by the American Red Cross
Saturday, March 8
Knoxville Convention Center
Call 865-584-2999 to register today!
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Monday Night Bible Study

We’'re beginning a new series of studies leading up to
Easter, using episodes of the History Channel’s
“Naked Archaeologist” program.
Simcha Jacoboviciis a controversial Israeli born
Canadian professor of archaeology at the Universi
Toronto. He has done some outstanding research on
sites in the Holy Land and his work gained

international attention when he was involved in the

James Ossuary debate last summer.

Over the next couple of weeks, the Monday night
group will be looking at special episodes about Christ’s
Early Years, The Crucifixion, and the evidence ahjout
Jesus outside of the Bible. The programs are
discussion starters and make us ask real questions
about the history of our faith.

If you are interested, then come along to the parlor on
Mondays at 7.15pm and join the discussion.
usually finish at about 8.30pm.

And the Oscar goes to....

Do you love going to the movies? Then you'll enjoy
our Connections Class on Sunday mornings. Each
week, the pastor leads a class about faith and
discipleship, using clips from old and new movies. The
clips highlight teaching points and are used for
discussion amongst the participants. The pastor also
shows some trailers for new movies that are due to be
released at local theaters.

The class is open to anyone, and you don’t have to be a
Bible thumper or movie buff to be there. Just bring
your own popcorn and personality!

The Connections Class begins at 9.45AM in the
Noah’s Ark Room and finishes at 10.30AM.

Wednesday Night Programs
Wednesday Night Dinner begins at 5:45 with
Wednesday Programs following:

5:45 DINNER

6:30 PROGRAMS
Sonshine Company (Noah’s Ark Room)
The King's Club (Gathering Room)
Youth Talk (Sr. High Room)

Erin Presbyterian Church

Choir practice begins at 7:30 and Glenfinnan practi¢

at 8:30.
REMEMBER:
NO WEDNESDAY DINNER OR PROGRAMS
MARCH 19

(SPRING BREAK WEEK)

VBS Leaders Needed to Organize:
Snacks, Music, Games, Nursery,
Preschool.

Contact Kelli Crisp or Kristi Bailes
to offer
YOUR serving hands!

Page 5
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Middle and High School Youth

See you Sunday nights at GET! (Gathering Erin Te
Come and join us, 5-7:30, for Bible study, games,
fun! The speaker schedule

March 2nd: Julia Hoskins
March 30th:  Josh Evans
April 6th: Ben Hoskins
April 13th: Hillary Pearson
April 27th: David McKay
May 4th: Peter McKay

March d", 16", and 23" No youth (Fall Rally, Spring
Break, Easter....we'll do something together ¢
spring break)

April 20th: no youth (silent auction)

Ns)
and

ver

SENIOR ADULT MINISTRY

SAM Sack Lunch will meet March 20 at noon. SAN
Council will meet prior to lunch at 10:30.

7 Body Recall has resumed! We log
forward to seeing you every Monda
Wednesday and Friday at 4:00pm

=

FELLOWSHIP MINISTRY

Men’s Breakfast will be Saturday February/ 4
15"in the Fellowship Hall at 8:30 "<

It is time to sign up for thé\nnual

Smokies Baseball Game OutingWe

will attend the Friday, April 28 game
against West Tennessee - the firewo
show is always a bonus! Meet at Erin at 6:0C
carpool. Please sign up on the sheet in the Nal
if you plan to attend. Tickets are $7.00 each, {
by April 11th

rks
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LETS DO DINNER will meet March ¥ at the
Chop House (9700 Kingston Pike) at 5:15.

We

look forward to dining with you!
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22" Annual Brandon Easter Breakfast
...And a Bit of History

Howard Brandon, founder of Brandon’s Engravi

was a beloved member of Erin Church for 45 years. |

1985 he endured three major surgeries. Supporte

his devoted wife Mae, by his children Diana and Clark

and by his Erin church family, Howard was feeli
much improved by the spring of 1986.

With a heart full of gratitude to God and

thankfulness for the church’s support, Howard war
to “give back” to Erin by preparing a breakfast for
entire Erin congregation. With the assistance of
family and a few Erin helpers, the first “Brand
Breakfast” was offered to the Erin congregation
Easter morning, 1986.

Howard wanted to continue the congregatio
breakfast the next year, and was thrilled to find that
organized first-year assistant had kept a record of
purchased the year before, saving precious plan
time (thanks, Major Houbler!)

A favorite tradition of Erin members, the annt
breakfast on Easter morning has continued to
supported by the Brandon family in memory

Howard's love for his church. At this year's "32

anniversary of the Brandon Easter Breakfast, joir
for good food, fellowship and a bit of history.

Pat Wallin
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Howard, Clark, and Mae Brandon
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Sonshine Company

Presents

Its “crammin & jammin” time at Promise U. Join

the students and faculty and learn about God’s

promises

Sunday, March 9

Erin Presbyterian Church

OUTREACH

One Great Hour of Sharing
This year, while many congregations rece
One Great Hour of Sharing for the™5@me, the
offering remains a vital and evolving part
Presbyterian mission. All three programs our g
support are exploring new patterns of minis
The Presbyterian Hunger Program’s *“Join
Hands Against Hunger” links congregation g
presbyteries in the U.S. with overseas network
churches and community groups to work
peaceful social change. Internationally, S
Development of People is focusing on fey
countries, but in a deeper way in order to deve
a critical mass for positive change. Presbyte
Disaster Assistance is focusing on the long-t
spiritual and emotional toll disasters can take
communities and finding new ways to help th
communities draw on the resources of the wk
church. The theme for 2008 is “Shari
Resources — Changing Lives” and harks
Hebrews 13:16a, “Do not neglect to do good
to share what you have.” We will respond
receiving our One Great Hour of Sharing offer
on Easter Sunday, March 23, 2008.

Erin’s Outreach Team
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LOAVES AND FISHES

A New Vision For A New Day
It is not too late to register
:adults $40.00 for Friday an O<
Saturday; youth (12-17) $20.00 for
Friday and Saturday; children (1
and under) FREE. For more details
contact Sonja DuBois, or see the display in
Narthex.
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= 10th. Circle Il will meet at 10:00AM

in the parlor on Tuesday, March 11th

Circle IV will meet at 7:00PM at Mary
Scarbrough’s house on Monday March|
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STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY

UT Presbyterian Center
For the past couple of years, our congregation has
been blessed with knowing the Elliott family, who
came here from California. Kally Elliott is the UT
chaplain at the Presbyterian Center and her
husband Bryce is the Youth leader at First
Presbyterian. Before Bryce became First's Youth
leader, the Elliott family worshipped with us
regularly on Sunday mornings and dined with us
on Wednesday evenings. Kally has also been a
leader of our VBS programs.

So what'’s this all got to do with Erin? Several
things. Because of Presbytery cutbacks, the
Presbyterian Center is losing $16000 from its
budget this year — that's a cut of 20%. As can be
expected, this has drastically affected the
programs at the PC.

Kally does a great ministry for the students at UT.

Our wee church has benefited from her family’s

friendship with us. Perhaps it's time that we

stepped up to the plate and helped her out.
Presbytery have also affected our budget by
requesting an increase of how we support it, which
in turn has caused our mission team to cut what
we give to the Presbyterian Center. | hope that we
can revise this in our mission budget and instead
of decreasing our support to Kally, we actually

increase it. If you would like to make a special gift

to the Presbyterian Center, you can write a check
out to our church and mark UTPC in the memo.

Or you can put money in an envelope and mark it
UTPC.

We lose a lot of people from our faith in the
college years. If our Presbyterian Centers lose the
financial support that they need to operate, then
we will lose even more college adults.

Finally, there are a number of vacancies on the
Board at the Presbyterian center. If you are
interested in representing our church on the UTPC
Board, then let me know and | will pass on your

interest to Kally. Keep them all in your prayers

and let's hope we can turn things around for the
students and the Elliotts.

John Stuart

Erin Presbyterian Church

Stewardship Figures
YTD February 29, 2008

Jan-Feb Jan-Feb
08 07
Income
Property 1,745.00 1,763.00
Discipleship 587.50 1,014.97
Fellowship 792.00 529.66
Stewardship 29.95 18.49
Outreach 7,946.69 1,317.20
Offerings 41,469.84 35,421.19
Worship 0.00 50.00
Total Income 52,570.98 40,114.51
Expense
Property 6,059.10 7,547.45
Discipleship 3,129.26 4,770.11
Fellowship 1,064.05 2,587.58
QOutreach 8,116.60 2,426.57
Stewardship 17,656.70 19,312.16
Worship 738.62 587.23
Pastoral
Ministry 16,665.30 16,953.07
Memorial 795.31 935.00
Session 69.69 0.00
Payroll 500.00 0.00
Total Expense 54,794.63 55,119.17
Net Income -2,223.65 -15,004.66

Have

a

Happy
Easter
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Hunger Expo and Concert

The Hunger Expo and Concert on Sunday, March 80th
from 2 til 4 at Westminster Pres in Knoxville is goipg
to have a peanut butter sculpture contest for youth
groups. The youth groups will have to start collecting
peanut butter from their congregations (or have a food
drive at school?) during the month of March. Arriyal
time is 1:00 for the youth groups, and the jars of peanut
butter will be used as the primary component of each
youth group's creation. Other allowable items [are
recyclable items such as newspaper, plastic jugs, and
cardboard. Duct tape can be used, but only on the|tops
and bottoms of the jars, so that the labels won't be
damaged. The jars will be added to the Hunger EXpo's
peanut butter food drive at the end of the afternoon.
The judges will begin judging at 2 pm. The winning
youth group will have a brownie and ice cream degsert
delivered to them at a future meeting time of their
choice.

Deborah Phillips
Hunger Action Enabler
deborah@presbyteryeasttn.org

Congratulations to the Sharp Family:
Ethan and Jackson are the proud
brothers, and Katina and

Michael are the proud parents | A\
of Aaron Michael Sharp, born

Wednesday, February 37

o
(D

Breadbreakers
Join us for Breadbreakers on Saturday,
March 29 at 6:30pm. The location is yet| to
be determined, but you may look for jan
announcement in the bulletin or contact the
office at 588-5350 for more information

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE WEEK OF
March 2, 2008

IRAQ

Joseph McLeod

Don Gunter(husband of Paula Tate-Gunter).
TENNESSEE

Dave Leckie

Peter Ambrosend Family (co-worker with
Becca Berry)

Becky Francik(sister of Mike Cate)

Dave Thomassofffriend of Bud and Lora Yard)
Nancy Cohill (friend of Bud and Lora Yard)
Marion Sanks

Marjorie Swanner

Kari Matthews

Yancey Krebs’ Fathe(friend of Katina Sharp)
Karen Easter(friend of Patty Britton-Pierce)
Margo Puckett(friend of Donna Schall)

Mike (friend of Gary Blackburn)

Mrs. Pat Swain

ARKANSAS

Edna Anderson(grandmother of Kari Matthews)
VIRGINIA

Rev. Erin C. Sharppastor of Ray Schall’'s former
church)

CALIFORNIA

Linda Gaspar(sister of Dave Leckie)

SOUTH CAROLINA

Sara Mantle

GUATEMALA

Luis Angel(student at the Guatemala School)

ERIN PRAYER CHAIN: the prayer chains will be supervised by
Katina Sharp. She has volunteered to temporarily take over this
vital ministry to ensure that messages and requests not
overlooked. You can contact Katina by e-mail at
Katiguando@aol.comor call her at 742-2292. Thank you Katina
for looking after this important area of our chusciinistry.

The Erin Presbyterian Church News is published ignt
Comments and submissions are welcome. Please tsaititlies by
Friday, March 24 for inclusion in the next month’s issue. Place
submissions in Administrator's mailbox in the Chur©ffice or
send articles and/or calendar events via e-mail | td
“admin@erinpresbyterian.org’.
Copyright © 2008 Erin Presbyterian Church
Permission to reprint is hereby granted providésl ¢cbpyright
notice is included.
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