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Psalm 95:7  For He is our God and we are the
people of His pasture, the flock under His care.

Dear Friends,

Our church is currently presenting the stage
version of the movie, “It's A Wonderful Life.” |
play the bumbling Uncle Billy, who ends up
losing all of the company’s money and putting his
nephew, George Bailey, in dire straits. Billy is
forever getting himself into a mess, and needs the
help of his family to make up for all of his
deficiencies.

Most people have seen the movie and remember
James Stewart, Donna Reed, and Lionel
Barrymore in the starring roles. | like the movie,
but after participating and seeing the stage versio

| think that live theater gets you closer to the
characters and allows each actor to bring out
something different from the movie. The message
is still the same, but live performances are not
staged re-runs of the film; they will be differeatt
each presentation.

George Bailey, who desperately wants to get out
of Bedford Falls, always seems to have the cards
stacked against him. He wants to go to college, but
his father dies leaving George to take care of the
Building and Loans business. He wants to see the
world and then ends up marrying his hometown
sweetheart, Mary Hatch. He tries to be successful,
so that he can move away, but a bank run and
Uncle Billy's clumsiness just keep adding
setbacks to his life.

George eventually cracks under the pressure and
decides to take his own life — he thinks that he’s

worth more dead than alive. And this is where

God intervenes by sending an angel called

Clarence to save his life.
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It's just a fictional story, but it tugs and toushe
our hearts in many ways. There’s an underlyin
truth throughout the play: people need help fron
other people to overcome their problems. Whe
we are isolated and alone, pressure and trouble gan
devastate our lives and crush our spirits. But, gs
George Bailey happily discovers, his smal
community rallies round to help him because h
has sacrificially helped them throughout the yeard.
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Churches are meant to be such places of sacrifi
and support, and | like to think that Erin getsfan

plus from God for how we rally round each othe
when anyone of us is experiencing hardshig,
trouble, or anxious times. We know that we ar¢
always under God’s care, as the psalmigt
describes, but we also understand that God expe¢ts
us to help, care for, and love one another whgn
things get tough.

I hope that you all come to the play and that yo
bring your family, friends, and neighbors. It's an
effective way to share the good news o
Christmas. Jesus comes amongst us at this time,[to
show us God'’s love, to heal us of our hurts, and o
guide us along the way. For Christiang
everywhere, Christ is what makes this a wonderfy
life, which doesn't end here but continues
throughout eternity through the blessings, mercy
and grace of God. We are the people of Hi
pasture, the flock under His eternal care.

S
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God be with you and all your loved ones this
Christmas.
John

Christmas Eve
Cg 70 Candlelight Service
December 24
J 6:30pm
Child care will be available

O
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December Sundays

December 7

Communion Sunday

2" Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 64:1-9 & Matthew 13:24-35
“Tell Me A Story”

December 14
3" Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 61:1-4 & John 1:19-28
“Better Times Ahead”

December 21
4™ Sunday of Advent
Psalm 89:19-26 & Luke 1:26-38
“Mama’s Little Miracle”

December 28

1% Sunday after Christmas
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Isaiah 62:1-5 & Luke 2:33-40
“Passing the Torch”

ENRICHMENT SCHEDULE
The following is the December schedule for
Enrichment - if you are unable to attend on ypur
scheduled date, please contact someone to |take

your place:
Tracy Foster
Tim Jenness
Anna McKay

Pam Pfeifer

December 7
Kelli Crisp
December 14

Carla Hoskins

Kelcey Levering Denise Bilbrey
December 21

Jennifer Gahan Kristie Bailes
December 28

Susan Hannah  Anna McKay

Hear Rev. Stuart on Mon 10AM-12noon on
WQBB 1040AM as a regular guest on the talk

show "The Voice."

Your birthday not listed?

Please call the office at 588-5350.
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December Birthdays

(This may not be an accurate list and some namgs ma
be missing. If so, please accept our apologies)

AR YRS

Heather Ritchie
Antonio Vowell
Rylan Elliott
Charles Montgomery
Lionel Sands
Jeremy Holliday
Mary Jane Hinton
Sue Miller

Pam Pfeifer
Jackson McKenry
Margaret Pfeifer
Bryce Elliott
Nicole Webb
Sean Gahan
Jenny Boyd
Clovis Stair

Carol Alver

David Eggers
Mathew Miller
Phil Duncan Sr.
Howard Loveless
Henry Ritchie IV
Paula Gunter
Michael Simpson
Nick Carter

Emily Arnwine
Barbara Brazelton
Cindy Holliday
Sarah McKay
Fran Ayers

First Days of January
Wilma Harrington
Joe Tate

Audry Cafego
Suzanne Hickman
Maud Hoover
John Moxham
Lanie Webb

Gary Blackburn
Mary Nelle Cate
Tracy Foster

Jeff Waters

Chloe Webb
Margaret Dugger

December 1
December 1
December 2

December 3

December 7

December 8

December 10
December 10

December 10

December 12

December 12
December 14
December 14

December 16

December 17
December 18
December 19

December 19
December 20

December 26

December 26
December 26

December 27

December 27
December 28
December 29

December 29
December 29

December 30
December 31

January 1
January 3
January 4
January 4
January 4
January 4
January 4
January 5
January 6
January 6
January 6
January 6
January 7
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DISCIPLESHIP MINISTRY YOUTH NEWS
Children's Sunday School Calendars on sale now!

We will be selling God's Creation calendarsi i
Parents, please remember that children's Sunday November and December. The calendars |a
School begins at 9:30 am. Our teachers work hard on printed on high quality glossy paper and featur
their lessons, and carefully plan out their time. During . .
the first 15 minutes of rotation Sunday School beautiful nature photography. Th(? cost is $10 a_n
the children all gather together to sing, pray, give an all proceeds go to the Sr. High _t”p .tO Mont_rea1 In
offering, review what they have learned, and then head 2009. Please help us make this trip possible |ar
off to their different workshop areas. This is an buy a calendar (or 2!) today!
important part of their weekly lesson that should not be
missed.

Each month, Il be

Bring your jacket - it is cold outside!!
Parents, when it is cold outside,

please remember to bring a sweater
or jacket for your child. Our children

love togo out tothe playground Name: Josh Evans

after they have completed their “I Grade:10th
enrichment lesson. Eri" 0 ' School: South Doyle

This month's youth is:

introducing you to one
Iig“l 0 of our awesome youth!

Name some things
you do : | play football,
varsity wrestling, and basketball. Out of school, | play
Feliz Navidad, Joyeux Noel, Merry Christmas!! the guitar, cook, workout, drive...just about anything
E | ' Christ ! but i der t - I that is new and interesting!

_Veryone Ove_s ”Sf mas, - ut in oraer 10 really  rayorite snack : 1 would say a blueberry pop-tart,
fill Our_selves with Christmas Joy we have to make_ because it's like a little taste of heaven in each bite,
room in our hearts to receive Jesus anew. This with the frosting and the little sprinkles...yum.
year we are using Jesse Trees to he|p prepare F_avorlte day of the week : Friday because it's game
room in our hearts for Jesus. The way the Jesse Nightfor me! o
T KS | d f Ad t t What do you want to be when you grow up: I'm

ree works IS every day o vent, YOU put up a probably going to fly jets when | get out of the Navy,
new ornament and read the devotion that goes puyt that's if | don't make it into the S.E.A.L. | really don't
along with it. This helps you focus your attention  know what | want to do, I've got a lot of options, and it's
on the coming of Jesus. hard trying to pick out your life at this moment! _
Every year our family has done some version of Favorite thing about Erin Pres:  How | grew up with
the Jesse Tree. and | remember getting morel and all the people there, and that no matter what happens,

. ’ 9 9 | have their support.

more excited as there were fewer and fewer Best thing about youth group: Everybody
ornaments to put up on the tree. that's there is making a difference in the world we live

Hearing the stories every night before bed, singing in. We all grew up with each other and they're my best

Jesse Trees

i Nt i friends.
some Songstand maiyb? ILghtltr.]g a few Canddles tIS a One thing people don't know about you : | am very
greal way 10 a e Ume every day /o mature, even though | may not show it all the time, |
prepare for Christmas. give good advice, and I'm a JV football player this

If you are interested in making your  year!!!
own ornaments for a Jesse Tree they
are available in the narthex alopg | Reminder: Knox County Schools
with the devotional to go with them | will on % day schedule Fridayj | Al

if you haven't already received December 19. Winter Break isS——

one. December 22 — January 2.
| Submitted by Annie Getz Do w—

(SRR
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Sr. High Events This December:

7. Presbyterian Women’s Potluck Supper: no youth
programs so everyone can attend!

14: Jr. and Sr. High Christmas party! Bring Christmas
cookies to share and a gift to exchange "Dirty Santa"
style. Your gift may be a gag gift and should not
exceed $10 in value.

19th: Sr. High Awards Night and Lock-in, 7 pm.
Saturday morning we will be serving at the Empty
Stocking Fund until around noon.

21: Church-wide Caroling party!

28: No Youth group: Merry Christmas!

In January, Sr. Highs will kick off the
year with a PACK meeting at First
Presbyterian on January 11th!

< Operation Christmas Child
A Project of Samaritan's
Purse

Many thanks to everyone who donated toys, gjfts,

and money for Operation Christmas Child. We

packed and wrapped 82 boxes and collected
$1,138 to cover shipping costs and other needs.

What a wonderful way to begin the holiday
season! Thank you again for your generosity!

God bless you all,
Erin MOPS

Session meets Thursday, December 18th @
7:00pm in the Heritage Room

We would like to express our condolences to the
family of William Freed Johns. Mr. Johns has
been a member of Erin Presbyterian in 1965. He
served the church in so many ways, and his
passing is truly a loss to our congregation.

Erin Présign Church
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SENIOR ADULT MINISTRY

Cresunas Ding, SAM Christmas Dinner
— mark your calendars for
— Mg —— December 11 @ 3:00pm.

This special meal will be catered, and the cost is
$10/person. The sign up is in the narthex, or you
may call the office at 58-5350. For more info
contact Maud Hoover or Helen Henry.

BODY RECALL - Due to the Holidays,

our schedule will vary throughout the ~
month. Join us at 4pm on Monday gy
Wednesday and Friday during the fir \ a =0
three weeks of December. The last session befofe
holiday break will be Monday, December 22, and we
will not meet again until January 12 when we resum
the regular M-W-F schedule. Happy Holidays!

[9°d

PW NEWS

Circle Il will meet at 10am on
December 9 for Bible study. Luncl &
will follow at the Apple Cake=
Tearoom.

Circle IV will meet at 6:30 on
December 8 at Mary Scarbrough’
house for a Christmas pot luck
supper.

PFRESHY TERLAN
WOAEM

The PW Christmas Pot Luck Supperis set for
December %. The children’s program is at 5pm,
dinner to follow in the Fellowship Hall. We will r&
Christmas Carols and Mrs. Santa will visit.

Please sign up on the board in the narthex, oracbnt
the church office (588-5350) so that we may plan
appropriately.

FELLOWSHIP MINISTRY

Christmas Caroling
a

Meet us Sunday December 21 for Erin’s Ann
Christmas Caroling Event. The bus WI|| r
leave from the parking lot promptly atr i
6:00pm. Be sure to bring a dessert g -
snack to share over hot chocolate -.;* i.@
caroling. We look forward to seeing you!




Poinsettias
Poinsettias are now available for |a
donation of $15. The proceeds will be used
for purchasing kitchen items. You may
dedicate one “in memory of” or “in honor
of” that special person who has touched ypur
life. Sign ups are available in the bulletin, ouymay
call the office with the information. The memorial
will be printed in the Sunday, December'2llletin.

S

{/\ Men’s Breakfast In lieu of meeting in

4//\;\ \ the Fellowship Hall, the men will meet
for the Christmas Service Project.

Contact Dale Webb for more information.

LET'S DO DINNER
will NOT meet in
December

Yarn Overs — our next meeting will be
December 4 @ 6:30pm — we look
forward to seeing you then!

OUTREACH

MISSION MATTERS

The Angel Tree provides Christmas gifts to needy
children in East Tennessee. Erin members have
shopped for and donated gifts to these children each
year for the past eight years. An average of
90-100 gifts are selected by members
annually and later distributed to children so
that they can have a Merry Christmas.

Gifts this year are due back Sunday
December 7. Thank you Erin members for
your continued generosity!

Mer
Chritma
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Christmas Joy Offering

On December 21, the fourth Sunday |of
Advent, we will receive the Christmas Jpy
Offering for 2008. This special offering is a jal/f
response by congregations across the Presbyterfan

other 50%, which they use for scholarships an
help cover basic operating expenses. You
receive a letter with an offering envelope that
tell more about this special offering. Bulletin
inserts and a minute for mission will give
additional information. Enjoy the joy of giving.
Give joyfully to the Christmas Joy Offering.

Erin Outreach Team

CREATIVE EXPRESSIONS

ERIN PLAYERS PRESENTS
It's a Wonderful Life
by James W. Rodgers
Based on the film by Frank Capra
Story by Philip Van Doren Stern
Directed by Suzanne Curtis

George Bailey, the Everyman from the small town o
Bedford Falls, dreamed of escape and adventufe
However, his dreams were quashed by family
obligation and civic duty. Fortunately, his guardia
angel descends on Christmas Eve to save him from
despair and to remind him—by showing him what thé¢
world would have been like had he never been born—4
that his has been, after all, a wonderful life.

Join us for this fine dramatization which celebseattee
faith of the season and the

American philosophy of life.

Performance Dates:

Only 2 More Performance

Dates:

Friday, Dec. 5, 7:30

Saturday, Dec. 6, 2:00 & 7:30
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From Lauren Stuart’'s Blog...

Joel 1:3rell it to your children, and let your childre
tell it to their children, and their children to e¢hnext
generation.

=]

Have you seen how we are teaching the Bible thes
days to our children? Most of them are particigaim
our Rotation Sunday school. A Bible story is totd
our children in four separate classes over fourkaee
& ' They learn it through story telling, music, crafts)d
even baking! It's a wonderful way to keep our kidg
involved and, at the same time, to help them renezmb
the stories.

—

One day our children are going to tell these stotie
their own children. In years to come, children thave
not yet been born are going to be blessed wittn fait
from our own children. That's a wonderful investren
of our time, resources and money at the church!
John Stuart
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STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY

PRICELESS!!

The cost of a remodeled Fellowship Hall ---- $?27?7

The cost of God’'s blessings on Erin Presbyter
Church ----- PRICELESS!!!

God has given his son to be our savior, to teacindg
give us a way of salvation as an investment inQus.
investment in Erin Church is an investment in thozky
of Jesus Christ through the ministry of our church.

We must give of our time, talents and money
support the future of Erin Church.
investments in the children of our church, the fooit

ian

to

These g@re

our church, and our mission to bring others to desu

Christ. These are our investments in our spirif
future --- We are here because others investediin
spiritual future!

Treasurer Position Opening
The Stewardship Team and Session would like
Thank Bob McLean for his service in the capacity
treasurer at the church for the past several yeBoh
has decided to let someone else give of his otifmer
to help in this capacity.

ual

to
of

The treasurer, an agent of session, is to proyide

fiduciary responsibility for funds raised and exged,

working in close coordination with the Pastor ahd |t

Administrative Assistant, to ensure that all funds,
accounts, obligations and expenditures are handled

safely, efficiently,
fashion.

appropriately and

The position requires you to be active in Stewapdsh

Team meetings on a monthly basis. This individsial

in a timsly

responsible for signing of checks on behalf of the

church. The position requires oversight of acceu
receivable and payable. There is a scope and
description available to anyone that is interesied
giving of their time. The treasurer should be
ordained elder (not necessarily currently active
Session) in the Erin Presbyterian Church.

If you or someone that you know is interested in th
position, please contact a current Elder or member
of the Stewardship Committee.

nt
job

an
on
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Stewardship Figures
November 2008
Jan - Nov Jan - Nov
08 07
Income
Bequests 33,146.05 0.00
Creative
Expression 5,291.80 5,721.45
undesignated 0.00  20,000.00
Property 22,437.00 30,186.13
Discipleship 7,138.58 7,157.46
Fellowship 4,820.99 7,157.29
Stewardship 873.50 444,55
Memorial 220.00 6,795.00
Outreach 15,642.21 9,151.93
Offerings 290,471.30 263,932.72
PW Income 50.00 6.00
Worship 630.00 650.00
Total Income 380,721.43 351,202.53
Expense
Creative
Expressions 15,783.03  10,009.99
Property Team 59,674.71  54,591.47
Discipleship Team 22,995.25  22,114.95
Fellowship Team 7,546.17 10,113.02
Outreach Team 45,727.60  34,268.83
Stewardship Team 98,978.68  96,437.28
Worship Team 3,668.15 2,800.60
Pastoral Ministry 94,447.75  94,968.43
Memorial
Expenses 2,664.70 1,753.74
Session 571.46 328.94
PW expenses 228.00 341.65
Payroll Expenses 500.00 0.00
Total Expense 352,785.50 327,728.90
Net Income 27,935.93 23,473.63

The Erin Presbyterian Church News is published gnt
Comments and submissions are welcome. Please tsattitles by
Monday December 22for inclusion in the next month’s issu
Place submissions in Administrator’'s mailbox in @eurch Office
or send articles and/or calendar events via e-mail
“admin@erinpresbyterian.org’.

1

Copyright © 2008 Erin Presbyterian Church
Permission to reprint is hereby granted providésl ¢bpyright
notice is included
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PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE WEEK OF
November 30, 2008

TENNESSEE

Eleanor Jaynes

Janette Smith(MOPS Mom)

Sue Rayburn

Angie Johnson(friend of Margot Emery)

Margaret Casteel

Jeanne Ayers

Barry Robinson

Carol Hatfield (friend of Jane Yancey & Ruth White)
Tom Quinley

Mary Scarbrough

Kari Matthews & Family

Lora Yard

Jimmy (friend of Apryl Quinn and Kari Matthews)
Anne Latimer(mother of Jill Burger)

Jody McKenry(cousin of John McKenry)

Anne Esteqfriend of Sue Rayburn)

Marjorie Swanner

Mrs. Pat Swain

Georgia Parry(friend of Ruth White and Jane Yancey)

ERIN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

200 Lockett Road Phone: (865) 588-5350
Knoxville, TN Fax: (865) 584-&7
37919-4808

www.ErinPresbyterian.org

MIDDLE EAST

Randy Genaugrandson of Bob and Carol Alver)
Jamey Waterggrandson of Ruth White's cousin)
Andrew Alger(nephew of Susan Hannah)
ILLINOIS

Dorothy Burns(aunt of Allyson Streckfuss)
MARYLAND

Robert L. Cuttqfriend of Ray and Donna Schall)
MASSACHUSETTS

Marise Fallon (friend of Cecilia Stinnett)
CALIFORNIA

Linda Gaspar(sister of Dave Leckie)

Sandy Murchison(niece of Evelyn Lowry)
SOUTH CAROLINA

Frances Gunter(sister of Diane Montgomery)
Sara Mantle(friend of Sara Leckie)
GUATEMALA

Luis Angel(student at the Guatemala School)
Janie Tabor(sister of Mary Alice Vowell)
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