
April 2009                           Erin Presbyterian Church           Page 1 

ERIN PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH NEWS 

 

April 2009 
 
 

Psalm 22:1a My God, my God, why have you 
forsaken me? 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
There’s an old song of Al Jolson’s that I can remember 
my mom singing at this time of year. It’s called ‘April 
Showers’ and it’s all about being positive concerning 
the future, even when the present seems so depressing. 
The lines that I like best in the song are these: 
 
Though April showers may come your way, 
They bring the flowers that bloom in May. 
So if it's raining, have no regrets, 
Because it isn't raining rain, you know,  
It's raining violets… 
 
It’s one of those bright little songs that encourage us to 
hope for the best in the midst of the worst. In other 
words, no matter what our present circumstances are, 
something better lies ahead of us. 
 
I guess that’s how faith works in our lives, too. Life 
can be hard and downright depressing at times, but no 
matter how much despair or darkness there is, Christ’s 
Light always shines through. 
 
For me, that’s the message that Good Friday conveys 
to the world. Christ sings Psalm 22 from His Cross 
beginning with the lines:  
 
My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 
 
It’s almost as if Jesus has given up completely and 
desperately realizes that God has failed to save Him 
from death and destruction. You can almost feel the 
torturous loneliness of Christ as He bitterly wails these 
awful words. His enemies and religious rivals, who 
stood at the Cross berating  
 
Him, must have smirked when they heard this 
desperate cry. 
 
And yet if Christ had the strength to continue this 
ancient song of faith, His crucifiers would have heard 
Him sing the last words from the very same song: 

 
Posterity will serve him; future generations will be 
told about the Lord.  
They will proclaim his righteousness  
to a people yet unborn--for he has done it.  
 

Psalm 22:30-31 
 
In other words, the song that Christ woefully begins in 
the midst of His agony is, in actual fact, a prophecy 
about the success of His sacrifice. You see, we are the 
people yet unborn- 2000 years later – who continue to 
praise Jesus for saving us from our sins with His 
righteousness.  
 
Almost 2000 Good Fridays have come and gone since 
that Dreadful Day, but almost 2000 Easters have also 
occurred when Christians everywhere boldly declare 
that the Christ who was slain on the Cross is the same 
Jesus who is joyfully raised from the dead! 
    
 
So please come and join us at Erin this Easter to 
celebrate the Coming of our King. Bring your families 
and friends to sing the songs of salvation and to hear 
the everlasting Good News! 
 
May God bless you and all your loved ones. 
 

John Stuart 
 

 
Bereavements 

 

Barry Robinson 
Marion Brooks 
Chris Levering 

 

Erin would like to expresses condolences to the 
families and friends of Barry Robinson, Marion 

Brooks, and Chris Levering.  
Our thoughts and prayers are with you. 

The Erin Family 
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April Sundays 
 

April 5 
Communion Sunday 

Palm Sunday 
Psalm 118:19-29 & Mark 11:1-11 

“Easter Parade” 
 

April 12 
Easter 

Isaiah 25:6-9 & Mark 16:1-8 
Happily Ever After 

 
April 19 

2nd Sunday of Easter 
Psalm 133:1-3 & John 20:19-23 

“Real Forgiveness” 
 

April 26 
3rd Sunday of Easter 

Psalm 4:1-8 & Luke 24:36-48 
“You Are the Witness” 

 
 

What is Enrichment? 
  
Ever wonder where all those little 
kids go after the children’s sermon?  
They go to Enrichment.  Enrichment is like a 
mini-Sunday school.  The kids have a lesson, learn 
to use the Bible and pray.  The lesson is sent to the 
volunteer that is teaching that week in the mail.  It 
has handouts and suggestions for games or 
activities or the volunteers can go crazy and plan 
their own.  Enrichment is divided into 3 age 
groups: I-3 & 4 year olds, II-Kindergarteners, III-
1st and 2nd graders.  Currently, we only have about 
half of the volunteers we need for this to be a 
success.  We really want our volunteers to teach 
only once per quarter, but WE NEED YOU!   
Please contact the church office or Pam Pfeifer at 
LittleIck@comcast.net if you are willing to help.   

 
 
 

 

 
April Birthdays 

(This may not be an accurate list and some names may 
be missing. If so, please accept our apologies) 

 
   
Pfeifer, Tom Sr. April 1  
Snodgrass, David April 1  
Robbins, Carol April 2  
Bornhoeft, Kathryn April 3  
Getz, Matt April 3  
Ritchie, Henry Thomas V April 3  
Bilbrey, Mike April 4  
Cameron, Becky April 4  
Cuany, Peggy April 5  
Price, Karen April 6  
Berry, Dan April 9  
Strand, Craig April 9  
Cowen, Jane April 13  
McCallum, Erin April 14  
Garrett, Margaret April 16  
Henshaw, Sierra April 16  
McKay, Peter April 16  
Gahan, Jennifer April 17  
House, John April 18  
Massengill, Melinda April 21  
Satterfield, Cathy April 22  
Evans, Josh April 25  
McLeod, Joseph April 26  
Bilbrey, Denise April 27  
Foster, Aaron April 30  
   
The first days of May   
Massengill, Britani May 2  
Miller, Joan May 2  
Matthews, Carson May 3  
Levering, Kelcey May 6  
   

 
Your birthday not listed? 

Please call the office at 588-5350. 
 

 
Reminder: Knox County Schools 

Closed April 10 for Good Friday, and 
Monday April 13 
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PROPERTY MINISTRY 
 

Erin’s Spring Work Day  is scheduled for 
Saturday, April 4th at 8:30 am ‘til noon. Please be 
a part of this effort to keep the building maintained 
and looking sharp! We will be working both inside 
and out. Contact Jeff Waters for more information. 

 
 

WORSHIP MINISTRY 
 

Join the Choir for Easter! 
 
The Choir needs extra voices for Palm Sunday, 
Maundy Thursday, and Easter Sunday. Please join us 
for rehearsals on Wed. April 1 and 8 at 7:30 pm in the 
choir room to lift your voice in song on these special 
dates in our church year. 

 
 

PW NEWS 
 

 

Thank you for your generous 
contributions to the Morgan-Scott 
Project! We received many bags of food 
and several monetary donations. Your 
generosity is appreciated! 
  

 

PW Co-Team will meet Monday April 6th. 
 
Circle IV  meets at 7:00pm on Monday, April 13 at 
Mary Scarbrough’s house.  
 
Circle II  meets at 10:00am on Tuesday, April 14 in the 
parlor. Our Bible study this year is “Jubilee, Luke’s 
Gospel to the Poor.” We look forward to seeing you! 

 
 

SENIOR ADULT MINISTRY 
 
 

BODY RECALL  
We are on our regular Monday-Wednesday-
Friday schedule! Join us from 4:00-4:55 
PM in the Noah's Ark room.  It is a great 
year to get fit! 
 
 

 
 

The SAM Sack Lunch is scheduled for Thursday, 
April 16 at noon.  (SAM Council will 
meet at 10:30am.) Bring your own 
sandwich, and we will provide the 

chips-n-dip and pickles and drinks!  
 
 

 
Let’s All Go to the Ball Game! 
It is an annual tradition for Erin 

to cheer on the Smokies 
Baseball team - this year’s 
annual event will be Friday, 
April 17. You can enjoy a 

ballpark hotdog, and don’t forget about the 
fireworks show after the game! It is a great time of 
fellowship and fun! The game starts at 7:30. If you 
would like to carpool, meet in the 
Erin parking lot at 6:00pm. If you 
are interested, please sign up on 
the baseball sheet in the narthex. 
The cost is $7.00/ticket (please 
make checks out to EPC). See you 
there!  

 
 

Join us for our Erin Easter Celebration! 
This year Easter is on April 12. Please join us for 
the following services and festivities: 
 
7:10am Sunrise Service  
Join us at the flagpole on the 
campus of Tate’s School of 
Discovery, for a beautiful 
sunrise worship service. 
9:30am 23rd Annual Brandon Breakfast 
Join us for breakfast on Easter morning - good 
food and fellowship! 
 10:15am Easter Egg Hunt 

An Easter egg hunt for children up to 
Grade 5 begins after the Brandon 
Breakfast. Be sure to bring your own 
basket to collect goodies. 

11:00am Worship Service 
Participate in our traditional service in the 
sanctuary. 
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VISION TASK FORCE 
 
I am so sorry to be out of town today and unable to 
share my excitement about the church  redevelopment 
plans we are considering. Some people have asked me 
how this plan came to be…they say it just seems to 
have come “out of nowhere.” 
 

A little history may help clarify our process… 
 

For years members have been embarrassed about the 
state of our fellowship hall. (Raise your right hand if 
you agree!) The almighty crack that occurred a couple 
of years ago was the straw that broke the camel’s back 
for me. It just added to the eyesore and the outcry for 
action.  
 

About a year ago, session appointed the 2nd year elder 
from each of 5 ministry teams to a task force to look at 
Erin’s special needs. That group agreed that renovating 
the fellowship hall had to be a priority for action.  
 

With session’s approval, the task force very 
deliberately interviewed 3 architects and selected the 
one we felt best suited Erin’s needs. In addition to 
being an award-winning architect, Gary Best knows 
how churches work, having served in many positions 
of leadership in his own church, including choir 
director and youth director.  
 

The task force then contracted with Gary to plan and 
oversee the renovation of our fellowship hall, to give 
us more useable, handicap-friendly and efficient space 
that would lend itself to larger dinners and functions to 
accommodate our growing needs.  
 

In addition to the fellowship hall, which was priority 
#1, we asked Gary (while we had architectural 
expertise at our disposal) to take a larger view and tell 
us what we needed to be thinking about for the longer 
term at Erin. As a part of that study, Gary attended a 
worship service and thoroughly assessed our facility. 
Knowing we had already outgrown our classroom 
space, I envisioned his coming back with a suggestion 
for more classrooms, more handicap accessibility 
upstairs and perhaps wiring or plumbing changes, but 
neither I, nor anyone in the group, ever expected the 
new vision for Erin that Gary brought to us last fall. 
 

We then sought input on the plan from all five ministry 
teams in the fall, everyone understanding that the 
drawings were a concept awaiting input…not a final 
plan. So here we are at the next level…seeking the 
input of everyone. 
 

Yes, times are rough, and we could have decided to 
bring just the plan for renovating the fellowship hall 
before the congregation; everyone knows it must be 
done. We could have rolled up the rest of the plan, 
stayed cramped in our classrooms and put the worship 
center concept away for a future date when our backs 
were against the wall in terms of  worship space. But 
the synergy of the concept, how beautifully and 
efficiently the worship, fellowship and educational 
components work together, energized the task force 
and led us to present the whole plan for your prayerful 
consideration.  
 

Please be open with your suggestions and concerns. 
We need your ideas. 
 

And, yes, I’m all for adding an elevator! 
 
---Pat Wallin, Vision Task Force Member 

 
 

FELLOWSHIP MINISTRY 
 
 

Men’s Breakfast – join us Saturday, 
April 18 (8:30ish), for a hearty 
breakfast and plenty of fellowship. 

Contact Dale Webb for more information. 
 
 

LET’S DO 
DINNER 

will meet on 
Tuesday, April 7, 5:15pm @ Bravo’s. PLEASE let 
Maud know if you are coming! 

 
 

Yarn Overs – our April Thursday 
meetings include the 2nd and the 16th 
@ 6:30pm – we look forward to seeing 

you! 
 
 
Mark your calendars - 
Breadbreakers will meet 
Saturday, April 25 at 
6:30pm. Just bring a covered 
dish or dessert to share, and 
join us for a relaxed time of 
fellowship. Please contact Suzanne Hickman for more 
information 
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Easter Lilies 
It is time to order lilies for our 

Easter service. To place a lily in the 
sanctuary in memory or in honor of 
someone, an order form will be 

provided in the Sunday bulletin. You 
may also contact the office at 588-5350 to place 
an order. The cost of a lily is $15.  Lilies may be 
picked up following the Easter worship service.  

 
 

OUTREACH 
 

One Great Hour of Sharing 
On Easter Sunday, April 12, we will receive the first of 
the four special offerings that the PC(USA) receives 
annually, the One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS).  The 
three programs that carry out the OGHS ministries are 
the Self Development of People (32%), Presbyterian 
Disaster Assistance (32%), and the Presbyterian 
Hunger Program (36%).  The theme for 2009 is 
”Sharing Resources, Changing Lives.”  Bulletin 
inserts, a Minute for Mission, and a special letter will 
give you more information about this opportunity for 
us to share Christ’s love for people.   

 
 

DISCIPLESHIP MINISTRY 
   

Vacation Bible School 
   Sunday, August 2nd -  
  Thursday, August 6th 
 

Coming this August. . . the Son 
Harvest County Fair.  This year's VBS is sure to be a 
fruitful one!  At the Son Harvest County Fair, children 
will learn that Jesus is their loving Savior who will 
help them grow the fruit of the Spirit in their lives.  
Through scripture, the children will learn to grow love, 
sprout joy, plant peace, produce patience, and pick 
kindness.  Each day they will study the Gospel, try 
their hand at real-life farm activities, create their own 
blue-ribbon crafts, play fun games, eat farm-fresh 
snacks, and sing and dance. 
VBS begins Sunday, August 2nd from 2pm-5pm and 
continues Monday through Thursday from 9 am to 
Noon. 
So save the date and get your garden ready to grow 
good things in the SON!! 
 

VBS Volunteers Needed 
Would you like to help plan and coordinate this year's 
Son Harvest VBS?  Erin's VBS Coordinating Team 
already has begun to meet to organize and plan VBS.  
Our next meeting will be Tuesday, April 21st at 7 pm.  
We are currently in need of people to coordinate the 
following areas: 
Registration 
Music/Gathering 
Bible Story Time 
Nursery Curriculum (includes Infants and Toddlers) 
 

If you are interested in helping coordinate, then please 
contact Joy Bornhoeft (207-9122, 
jbornhoeft@knology.net).  Come plant a seed and see 
what grows! 

 
 

Rotation Sunday School collects an 
offering each week, and at the end each 
month the amount collected is sent to a 
cause or ministry. This month the children 
are collecting money for a Ronald 
McDonald House, specifically one in 

Atlanta. Most of us know the mission work that the 
Ronald McDonald house has done since 1974.   
 
So why are we choosing the house in Atlanta? A close 
friend of the Vowells, Cole Hammond, will be moving 
there soon. We've been praying for many milestones 
for Cole since early January when he was in a life-
threatening car accident.  We first prayed for this little 
11 year-old’s life. Then for his extremely sensitive 
brain/facial surgeries and subsequent surgeries.  Then 
for his coma to lift. Then for his life-ness to return. Daily 
we pray for his healing and rehabilitation.He is 
receiving treatment at the Scottish Rite Children's 
Rehab facility in Atlanta. Soon he will reach yet another 
milestone, he will begin outpatient rehab. During this 
time he will live with his father, Doug, at the adjacent 
Ronald McDonald House.   
 
His father has been training daily since January to care 
for him on his own, and he's very nervous about the 
move. Lots of friends, family and strangers have 
supported this family with prayers and gifts. But when 
asked what we can do for him, his response is to 
donate blood, which saved his son's life, and contribute 
to the Ronald McDonald House. If you would like to 
check up on their progress, Doug writes a daily update 
on his website: www.colehammond.com. To add a 
monetary donation to the children's offering, please 
place a check in the offering plate with "Ronald 
McDonald House" in the memo line. Their story is a 
true account of the power of prayer and healing. 
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STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY 
 

How do the people of God define ‘the good life’ 
and compare it to our dominant culture’s 
definition? 
How much is enough for each of us so that all 
inhabitants of this good earth may share in the 
abundance God offers? G.K. Chesterton, the nineteenth 
century British author, suggested that there are two 
ways to have enough: one is to accumulate more and 
more. The other is to desire less. 
 

Graceful living is about finding an answer to the 
question, ‘How much is enough?’ The answer grows 
out of our love for God, neighbor and for all of God’s 
creation. It means letting our faith and the values 
derived from that faith drive our consumption 
patterns—not advertising or the spread of global 
capitalism that seem to put the dream of ‘the good 
life’—measured by material possessions and social 
status—within easy reach. 
 

While most of us will continue to experience the 
tension created by living in a consumer society while 
trying to live as the people of God, it is possible to deal 
with that tension and resolve it to a large extent in the 
decisions we make about our lifestyles. How we spend, 
save or give away our money, our time and our God-
given gifts reflects our faith and values. 
 

Graceful living begins with an alternative vision of 
how you’d like to live. Now is the time to dream a 
dream of your own. What is ‘the good life’ for you and 
your loved ones? How much of what you want for 
yourselves is part of the American Dream and how 
much is related to the Dream of God? 
 

To help in your ongoing search for a lifestyle 
consistent with your faith and values, I want to suggest 
seven key graceful living concepts that grow out of 
faith in a gracious God. These concepts are abundance, 
frugality, simplicity, generosity, sustainability, justice 
and Sabbath. Creating a lifestyle based on these core 
values challenges our culture’s most basic assumptions 
about what constitutes a life well lived, and yet taken 
together, they are consistent with God’s dream that all 
shall have enough. 
Excerpted from Graceful Living: Your Faith, Values, and 
Money in Changing Times by the Rev. Laura Dunham, 

Certified Financial Planner.  
 

 
 

March Stewardship Figures 
 

   

Jan 1 - 
Mar 26, 

09 

Jan 1 - 
Mar 26, 

08 

 Income   

  
Creative 
Expression 2,160.00 935.00 

  Property  7,437.69 3,105.00 
  Discipleship  520.00 652.50 
  Fellowship  1,995.10 1,567.00 
  Stewardship  618.44 86.52 
  Memorial  445.00 0.00 
  Outreach  1,758.97 10,025.64 
  Offerings 79,811.11 65,279.39 
  Worship 0.00 500.00 
 Total Income 94,746.31 82,151.05 

 Expense   

  
Creative 
Expressions 5,241.48 3,655.95 

  Property  24,806.03 10,792.43 
  Discipleship 3,942.89 3,231.85 
  Fellowship 1,944.54 1,466.36 
  Outreach 5,126.02 10,971.76 
  Stewardship 23,437.86 27,016.55 
  Worship 1,804.66 782.72 
  Pastoral Ministry 26,009.76 25,462.58 
  Memorial 559.96 795.31 
  Session 190.18 207.30 
  Payroll 0.00 500.00 

 Total Expense 93,063.38 84,882.81 

Net Income 1,682.93  -2,731.76 

 
 

A Prayer of St. Fursey 
 

The arms of God be around my shoulders, 
The touch of the Holy Spirit upon my head, 
The sign of Christ’s cross upon my forehead, 
The sound of the Holy Spirit in my ears, 
The fragrance of the Holy Spirit in my nostrils, 
The vision of heaven’s company in my eyes, 
The conversation of heaven’s company on my lips, 
The work of God’s church in my hands, 
The service of God and the neighbor in my feet, 
A home for God in my heart, 
And to God, the father of all, my entire being. 
 

Amen 
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Pastor’s Devotion 
 
Galatians 6:12-18  
 

Those who want to make a good impression 
outwardly are trying to compel you to be 
circumcised. The only reason they do this is to 
avoid being persecuted for the cross of Christ. Not 
even those who are circumcised obey the law, yet 
they want you to be circumcised that they may 
boast about your flesh. May I never boast except 
in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through 
which the world has been crucified to me, and I to 
the world. Neither circumcision nor 
uncircumcision means anything; what counts is a 
new creation. Peace and mercy to all who follow 
this rule, even to the Israel of God.  
 

Finally, let no one cause me trouble, for I bear on 
my body the marks of Jesus.  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your 
spirit, brothers. Amen.  
 

Blessed Boasting 
 

Galatians 6:14  May I never boast except in 
the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through 
which the world has been crucified to me, and I 
to the world. 
 

Each year, I have the privilege of taking a part in a 
lunchtime ecumenical service at the local Roman 
Catholic church on Good Friday. Seven pastors, 
ministers, and priests give short 4-5 minute 
homilies on the Seven Last Words of Christ from 
the Cross. I’ve taken part in this service for about 
11 years and it never ceases to amaze me how 
much the Holy Spirit inspires each speaker. 
 
I love the fact that we all gather together in one 
sacred place, as one holy church. The Crucified 
figure of Christ looms above each speaker and 
adds a pictorial poignancy to what we express. 
The whole worship service is a solemn reminder 
of what Jesus endured to save us from our sins. 
It’s a miraculous moment of mystery when the 
speakers and worshippers alike sit in awe. The 
whole place and service makes me feel guilty and 
sorrowful, absolved and thankful all at the same 
time. 

I love the Cross of Calvary, but I hate what 
happened to Jesus. I love the freedom He brings 
me, but I despise my sins which nailed Him to the 
Cross. Good Friday has a spiritual ambivalence 
and a bittersweet attachment to my soul. But it 
fully prepares me for the glorious goodness that I 
experience on Easter, when I am fully restored to 
God on Resurrection Sunday. The curse of the 
Cross is broken by the very first rays of the rising 
sun, given to us gladly by the grace of the Risen 
Son of God. 
 
Prayer: 
In the cross of Christ I glory,  
Towering o’er the wrecks of time;  
All the light of sacred story  
Gathers round its head sublime.  
When the woes of life o’ertake me, 
Hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 
Never shall the cross forsake me, 
Lo! it glows with peace and joy. Amen.   
(John Bowring) 
 
 
 
 

ENRICHMENT SCHEDULE 
The following is the April schedule for 
Enrichment - if you are unable to attend on your 
scheduled date, please contact someone to take 
your place:  

April 5 
Julie Simpson    Kim Pennington    Brooks Eggers 

April 12 
Tim Jenness     Jamie Webb     Mike Sharp 

April 19 
Dana McKenry     Tracy Foster     Heather Ritchie 

April 26 
Linda Quiinley     Kristi Bailes     Pam Pfeifer 
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PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE WEEK OF 
March 29, 2009 
TENNESSEE 
Cindy Estes (daughter of Sonja Funk) 
Amanda (cousin of Pam Stevens) 
Mae Brandon 
Mary Coleman 
Chase Anderson (friend of Jim & Jane Brannon) 
Peggie Howard Snyder (friend of Ruth White and Jane 
Yancey) 
Rick Kennedy (cousin of Jenny Boyd) 
Cole Hammond (young friend of the Vowells)  
Todd Lamson (son of John Lamson, Erin’s custodian) 
Sue Rayburn 
Angie Johnson (friend of Margot Emery) 
Margaret Casteel 
Kari Matthews & Family 
Lora Yard 
Anne Estes (friend of Sue Rayburn) 
Marjorie Swanner 
Mrs. Pat Swain  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ERIN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  
200 Lockett Road             Phone:  (865) 588-5350 
Knoxville, TN                      Fax:  (865) 584-7775 
37919-4808  
www.ErinPresbyterian.org 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

MARYLAND  
Robert L. Cutts (friend of Ray and Donna Schall) 
MASSACHUSETTS 
Marise Fallon (friend of Cecilia Stinnett) 
CALIFORNIA  
Linda Gaspar (sister of Dave Leckie)  
SOUTH CAROLINA  
Sara Mantle (friend of Sara Leckie) 
NEW JERSEY 
Dea Mulreany (sister of Pat Sexton) 
TANZANIA  
Family and Friends of Elizabetti 
VIRGINIA 

Cynthia Shaw 
MICHIGAN  
Sue Genau (daughter in law of Bob and Carol Alver) 
MIDDLE EAST  
Randy Genau (grandson of Bob and Carol Alver) 
Jamey Waters (grandson of Ruth White’s cousin) 
Andrew Alger (nephew of Susan Hannah) 
 

 

Copyright © 2009 Erin Presbyterian Church 
Permission to reprint is hereby granted provided this copyright 
notice is included. 

 

The Erin Presbyterian Church News is published monthly.  
Comments and submissions are welcome.  Please submit articles by 
Monday April 20 for inclusion in the next month’s issue.  Please 
send articles and/or calendar events via e-mail to 
“admin@erinpresbyterian.org”.   
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