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ERIN PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH NEWS 

 

July 2009 
 
 

 
Colossians 1:13-14 For God has rescued us 
from the dominion of darkness and brought us 
into the kingdom of the Son He loves, in whom 
we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.  
 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
It’s summertime! As usual, we’ll be taking a 
Sunday School break until Rally Day, which takes 
place on the second Sunday in August.  
 
I’ll also be preaching from another of Paul’s 
letters as part of a series that will help us prepare 
for the coming Church year. We’ve already 
covered Ephesians and Philippians in 2007 & 
2008, so this year we delve into Paul’s letter to the 
Colossians. 
 
Some people have asked me why I am doing this, 
instead of following the summer lectionary 
readings of the Christian Church. I have two 
reasons: firstly, it gives us all a break from the 
formal church readings and secondly, it allows me 
to teach some essential tenets of our faith, as 
originally written down by Paul. 
 
You see as a society, we’re sadly becoming 
Biblically illiterate and because we don’t know or 
have forgotten the foundational teachings of our 
faith, we don’t how to live as Christians. We can 
also become attracted to other teachings through 
best-selling books that so-called Christian writers 
publish. Authors like Joel Osteen, Joyce Meyer, 
and Brian McLaren are actually post-modernists 
whose teachings are heretical and cause people to 
stray away from the faith. 
 
Take McLaren for instance. He doesn’t believe in 
the Atonement or that Christ died on the Cross 
because God demanded that Jesus sacrifice His  

 
life for the world. McLaren has written that if that 
was the case, then God is vindictive and he 
doesn’t believe in that kind of a God. That’s called 
heresy, a word which post-modernists like 
McLaren abhor, because it raises serious questions 
about his kind of ‘Christianity.’ 
 
When we read Colossians together and hear the 
Sunday sermons, we’ll all get a better 
understanding of what atonement, redemption, 
sacrifice, and forgiveness are all about. We’ll be 
following First Century teaching which will 
challenge our lives and confront our misconceived 
post-modern beliefs. It may come as a shock to 
our systems and has the capacity of turning our 
lives upside down and inside out.  
 
The only question that we have to ask of ourselves 
is this: are we up to being challenged and changed, 
or are we looking for a cozy Christianity that 
validates our own personal ideas, opinions, and 
lifestyles? 
 
May God grant the desire of His heart and make 
all of His plans succeed at Erin Church. 
 

John 
 

 
 

HAPPY 
JULY 4th 
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July Sundays 
 

July 5 
Communion Sunday 

Colossians 1:1-4 
 “Into the Kingdom” 

 
July 12 

15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Colossians 1:15-29 

“There’s Power in the Blood” 
 

July 19 
16th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Colossians 2:1-12 
“Hidden Treasures” 

 
July 26 

17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Rev. Sharon Carter 

Christian Education Coordinator 
 
 

 
Congratulations are in order for Betty and Dan 

Gibbs!  They have a new granddaughter,  
Abigail Elizabeth Gibbs, born June 16, 2009 

to mother Jodi and Dad Tom Gibbs. 
She weighed 8 lb. 14 oz. and was 21 inches long.  

 
 

SENIOR ADULT MINISTRY 
 
 
 

BODY RECALL  
Summer Schedule: Monday ONLY in July 
and August. Regular class schedule will 
begin after Labor Day on September 9. 
 

 
There will be NO SAM Council meeting or Sack 
Lunch in July. We will resume in August, with guest 
speaker, Rev. Sharon Carter, our new Christian 
Education Coordinator. Have a safe and happy 
summer! 

July Birthdays 
(This may not be an accurate list and some names may 

be missing. If so, please accept our apologies) 
 

Blanchard-Pennington, Kim July 1  
Britton-Pierce, Patty July 1  
Erskine, Cathy July 5  
Sharp, Mike July 5  
Gahan, Carolyn* July 6  
Draper, David July 7  
Geschickter, Jodi July 7  
Johnson, Jean July 9  
DuBois, Ron July 10  
Levering, Chloe* July 10  
White, David July 10  
Sexton, Pat July 11  
Foster, Noah* July 13  
Sanks, Marion July 13  
Frierson, David July 14  
Yeager, Edie July 15  
Hewgley, Robert July 19  
Quinn, Liam* July 20  
Backous, Courtney July 21  
Stuart, Lynsey July 22  
Roberts, Ron July 24  
Emery, Margot July 29  
McLean, Bob July 29  
Bailes, Katie* July 30  
Leckie, Dave July 30  
Scarbrough, Mary July 30  
Sharp, Jackson* July 30  
Stinnett, David July 30  
Berry, Becca July 31  
   
First Days of August   
Baucom, Amanda August 2  
Dent, Carl August 2  
Kirby, Agnes August 3  
   

 

PW NEWS 
 

��������	
���������	�����
�������
���� ��� ������	���� �������	���� ���
���� ��� ��������� ��������� ������
��� �������  !�"� ���#� �	�� $���$�
�������������� ���� �������	��
��	���� ����� ��� ��������� ��� ��	��
	��������������������  



July 2009                           Erin Presbyterian Church           Page 3 

DISCIPLESHIP 
 
 
From the CE Coordinator 
 
Summer is a time when most people look forward 
to relaxation—maybe a vacation is on the 
calendar; we might look forward to spending time 
at the lake or in the mountains on the weekends; 
there are many ways we try to break up our 
regular routine in the summer months.  The idea 
of taking a sabbath—a time of rest—is one that is 
not only good for our bodies and minds, but can 
be good for our spiritual lives as well—on vacation 
we might try a new spiritual discipline, or find time 
to read that devotional book that we’ve always 
wanted to read; we might try journaling about our 
faith, or doing some artwork—things we might not 
have time for during our workaday lives.  It’s ok to 
take some time out of our busy lives; Sabbath is a 
very Biblical idea, being found in the very first 
pages of the very first book of the Bible—telling us 
that even God rested! 
 
At Erin, many of the programs and activities stop 
for a few weeks in the summer.  Wednesday night 
gatherings have already ended for the year, and 
Sunday school will be taking some time off 
beginning the first Sunday in July.  The choir 
doesn’t sing in the summer either (and we miss 
them!) and youth groups don’t meet regularly.  
This is important because it gives the leaders and 
participants in these programs a chance to rest, to 
take a Sabbath break, so they can come back in 
the fall rested and refreshed, full of new ideas and 
energy.   
 
The work of the church doesn’t stop entirely, 
however.  The youth are busy preparing to 
perform the musical “Godspell” at the end of June; 
and Vacation Bible School is being planned for 
the first week of August.  Planning will soon begin 
for Sunday school and Wednesday night 
programs to start again in September.   I myself 
have just started this new position of Christian 
Education Coordinator, which is a wonderful new 
blessing in my life.  And of course worship 
continues each Sunday.  There are plenty of 
reasons to be a part of church life at this time of 
year, even as we find ways to rest .   
 

����������	
�   

  Vacation Bible School 
    Sunday, August 2nd 

                    through 
   Thursday, August 6th 

 

The Son Harvest County Fair is only a month away!  
Have you been tending your garden?  Are you ready to 
grow good things in the SON?  Then register for this 
year's VBS and get ready to try your hand at real-life 
farm activities, create your own blue-ribbon crafts, 
play fun games, eat farm-fresh snacks, and learn about 
our loving Savior, Jesus. 
 

VBS kicks off Sunday, August 2nd from 
2 – 5pm, followed by a family cookout 
courtesy of the Men of the Church.  VBS 
week continues Monday through 
Thursday from 9am – 12 noon. 
 

This year's VBS Mission is the Good Earth Project, a 
program of the Morgan-Scott Project in Deer Lodge, 
Tennessee.  This program provides seed, starter plants, 
and fertilizer for local rural families that grow and can 
most of their own food.  Throughout the week, the 
children will collect spare change to donate to the 
Good Earth Project.  To learn more, visit 
www.morganscottproject.org.  
 
 
VBS Farmhands Needed! 
 

Volunteers are needed for all areas of VBS. If 
you are available to work the week of VBS, then 
please fill out a Volunteer Sign-Up Sheet, 
located in the church bulletin.  There are jobs for all 
ages (Middle Schoolers, Senior Highs, and Adults). 
The VBS Planning Team will meet again on Tuesday, 
July 14th at 7pm in the Parlor.  All volunteers are 
welcome to attend. 
Also, we will be setting up and decorating on 
Friday, July 31st and Saturday, August 1st (times 
TBD).  
We are in need of the following items to help decorate 
the church: (all borrowed items will be returned, so 
please clearly mark the item with your name) 

·  small children's wagons 
·  children's picnic tables or table and chairs 
·  hay bales 
·  plastic fruit and vegetables 
·  gardening tools and props 
·  harvest and farm decorations 
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VBS “Grocery List” 
 

Below is a list of items needed for the week of 
VBS.  If you would like to donate any of these 
items, please put them in the designated box in the 
narthex.  Please bring in items by July 26th.   
 
Food Items: 

·  Goldfish Crackers 
·  Animal Crackers 
·  Bottled Water 
·  “Juicy Juice” brand juice in jugs (any 

flavor) 
·  “Juicy Juice” brand juice in small boxes 

(any flavor) 
 
Items for crafts and activities: 

·  4 inch clay pots    
·  panty hose 
·  grass seed and potting soil 
·  flower seeds 
·  small canning jars with lids 
·  fruit and vegetable stickers 
·  baby food jars (size 2 and 3) with the lids 
·  bushel baskets 
·  50 purple balloons 
·  2 large sponges 
·  plastic berry baskets 
·  empty 2 liter soda bottles with lids (green 

is preferable) 
·  12 oz. Plastic water bottles with lids 
·  white paper plates (small and large sizes) 
·  lunch size paper bags 
·  large paper grocery bags 
·  Ziploc sandwich baggies 
·  mini aluminum pie tins 
·  newspaper 
·  1 inch wooden spools 
·  foam paint brushes 
·  curly ribbon (any color) 
·  cotton balls 
·  round vinyl table cloths (red or blue 

gingham pattern preferred)  
 

FELLOWSHIP MINISTRY 
 

 
Men’s Breakfast – join us Saturday, 
July 18th (8:30ish), for a hearty 
breakfast and plenty of fellowship. 

Contact Dale Webb for more information. 
 
 

Yarn Overs – our July meetings include 
Thursday the 9th and the 23rd @ 6:30pm 

– we look forward to seeing you! 

 
 

LET’S DO 
DINNER 

will meet on 
Tuesday, July 7th @ 5:15pm at Olive Garden on 
Kingston Pike. Please contact Maud to let her 
know how many will be attending.  

 
 
 

Who is Your Elder Shepherd?  
  
Recently each Erin member received a letter about 
being assigned to an elder shepherd.   
 
Having an elder shepherd can help us know one 
another better and can provide another caring conduit 
through which members share joys, concerns and 
ideas. You might want to talk just with your elder 
shepherd, or you may request that the elder share your 
joys/ concerns/ ideas with session as a whole, with one 
of our six ministry teams or with a staff member. 
  
Please call the church office if you did not receive a 
letter with your elder shepherd assignment.  Also you 
can check the main hall of the church, which has a 
picture of each elder and a list of that elder's "fold." 
 
I Thessalonians 5:1   "Therefore encourage one 
another and build each other up, just as in fact you are 
doing." 

 
 

July Enrichment Schedule 
July 6 –Kristie Bailes, Jamie Webb 

July 12 – Kim Pennington, Siri Hamilton 
July 19 – Jennifer Gahan, Kelcey Levering 

July 26 – Denise Bilbrey, Eva Quinley 
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OUTREACH 
 

Guatemala Mission 
Team News 

 

Hey everyone back 
in the states! 
 

Pam, Charles, Mike, 
Don, and I made it to 
Guatemala City at 
around 11 
Guatemalan time or 
1 eastern time. The 
traffic is crazy. Yet 

there is some beautiful architecture in Antigua and the 
other cities. We went to the school in El Rodeo, it was 
really sad, but there was potential for some amazing 
things to be done.  
 

Everyone is really nice and is trying to help but with 
Don being the only one fluent in Spanish, 
communication has been hard at times. We believe that 
we found a spot for the system and now it's time to 
make the dream a reality. Also we found another place 
that has an operating system that we will go to see 
Friday. Tomorrow we will be going to see a 
school in Antigua and make some food 
deliveries. We will talk to you all soon.  
  
¡Adiós! 
Michael 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
HAPO 

Earlier this year, I asked for donations to HAPO after 
the death of my sponsored child, Elizabeti. I had hoped 
that the money could go towards a new sponsorship for 
a child going to school. After the donations were made, 
I contacted HAPO and learned that all of the original 
39 kids had sponsors. There are 13 new kids, but they 
have not begun looking at the sponsorship program for 
them.  
  
Because the original 39 kids are now in school, HAPO 
is not able to get funding for the students that are in 
boarding school. So although they come home to 
Tabora for vacation, they are not technically HAPO 
children anymore. This has proved to be very difficult 
for the directors because they want those kids to 
continue coming to HAPO over their vacation, but they 
do not have the funding to provide their necessities. 
  
I would like to use the money that was donated to 
provide the necessities for these kids. This money will 
go towards feeding them at HAPO, and providing them 
with any toiletries they may need while they are at 
home.  
  
If you would like to contact me to talk about this, 
please do. My email address is lstuart3@utk.edu. 
Although this is not what I had originally proposed to 
do with the donations, I believe this is what is truly 
needed at HAPO. I think Elizabeti would be happy to 
know that we are taking care of her friends. 
Thank You, 
Lauren Stuart 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY 
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The Stewardship Ministry Team 
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June Stewardship Figures 
 

   
Jan 1 - 

Jun 25, 09 
Jan 1 - 

Jun 25, 08 

 Income   
  Bequests 0.00 33,146.05 
  Creative Exp. 3,093.00 1,478.00 
  Property  12,025.31 10,598.00 
  Discipleship 3,257.90 4,406.00 
  Fellowship 5,022.35 4,003.06 
  Stewardship 740.97 405.16 
  Memorial  1,305.00 100.00 
  Outreach  5,075.43 10,873.44 
  Offerings 173,936.46 155,785.54 
  PW Income 178.00 50.00 
  Worship 92.62 500.00 
 Total Income 204,727.04 221,345.25 

 Expense   
  Creative Exp. 11,753.21 7,983.79 
  Property 59,461.24 23,480.67 
  Discipleship  12,817.46 13,660.80 
  Fellowship  6,535.53 5,888.51 
  Outreach  20,271.41 33,268.03 
  Stewardship  45,221.46 47,329.22 
  Worship  2,516.34 2,574.39 

  
Pastoral 
Ministry 48,888.86 44,059.58 

  Memorial 2,068.73 1,835.29 
  Session 751.81 380.30 
  PW  0.00 50.00 
  Payroll  1,458.33 500.00 

 Total Expense 211,744.38 181,010.58 

Net Income -7,017.34  40,334.67 

 
Copyright © 2009 Erin Presbyterian Church. Permission to reprint 

is hereby granted provided this copyright notice is included. 
 

The Erin Presbyterian Church News is published monthly.  
Comments and submissions are welcome.  Please submit articles by 
Monday, July 26 for inclusion in the next month’s issue.  Please 
send articles and/or calendar events via e-mail to 
“admin@erinpresbyterian.org”.   
 
ERIN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  
200 Lockett Road             Phone:  (865) 588-5350 
Knoxville, TN                      Fax:  (865) 584-7775 
37919-4808              www.ErinPresbyterian.org 
 
 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE WEEK OF June 
29, 2009 
MILITARY SERVICE  
Sam Tipton (husband of Nicole Webb Tipton) 
Randy Genau (grandson of Bob and Carol Alver) 
Jamey Waters (grandson of Ruth White’s cousin) 
Andrew Alger (nephew of Susan Hannah) 
TENNESSEE 
Darrell Hickman 
Mary Scarbrough 
Sara Leckie 
Cecilia Stinnett 
Marilyn Draper (mother of David Draper) 
Allen Domeres (friend of the Webbs) 
Maggie Russell (friends of Jim & Jane Brannon) 
Marcie Lane (friend of the Webbs) 
Ann Kennedy (cousin of Jenny Boyd) 
Celeste Chapman (friend of Jenny Boyd) 
Bill Muenzer (neighbor of Earl & Ruth White) 
Haverly Erskine 
Mae Brandon 
Amanda (cousin of Pam Stevens) 
Mary Coleman 
Rick Kennedy (cousin of Jenny Boyd) 
Cole Hammond (young friend of the Vowells)  
Todd Lamson (son of John Lamson, Erin’s custodian) 
Angie Johnson (friend of Margot Emery) 
Margaret Casteel 
Kari Matthews & Family 
Lora Yard 
Marjorie Swanner 
Mrs. Pat Swain  
CALIFORNIA  
Linda Gaspar (sister of Dave Leckie)  
SOUTH CAROLINA  
Sara Mantle (friend of Sara Leckie) 
MICHIGAN  
Sue Genau (daughter in law of Bob and Carol Alver) 
OHIO  
Brooke Wolny (niece of Ginger Thompson) 
MARYLAND  
Robert L. Cutts (friend of the Schalls) 
FLORIDA  
Gaynor Wilson (friend of the Thompsons) 

Non-Profit  
    U.S. Postage PAID 

Knoxville, TN  
                                       Permit #261  

           RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 


