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Psalm 85:6  Will you not revive us again,
that your people may rejoice in you?

Dear Friends,

A lot of you are wondering what is happening

with our proposed building campaign. Months
ago, we made a visionary presentation of what we
could do to expand the church if we had the
resources. Our architect Gary Best showed us
what we could accomplish for the sum of three
million dollars. The drawings were beautiful and
our expectations soared.

Session then approached the denomination’s
financial advisers to come and assess our
potential. They took into consideration the
income, numbers, and growth of our church in
recent years. A small number of church members
were surveyed to give the advisers an
understanding of the characteristics, resources,
and spirituality of our congregation. Our elders
then awaited the advising team’s report.

When the report arrived, it made us aware of what
we could realistically raise with a Capital
Campaign. The advisers have informed us that we
could raise just over one million dollars from our
congregation and church families. This was not
totally unexpected and it has caused us to rethink
our renovation plans. For the meantime, any
dream of building a new sanctuary will just have
to be shelved.

The congregation at Erin would like to extend out
condolences to the family and friends of
Patricia Swain, who passed away Sunday, Juf} 26

Our prayers are with you.
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We can, however, accomplish several vital
projects:

Completely renovate and expand the
Fellowship Hall, adding handicapped
accessible restrooms

Construct brand new kitchen facilities

Put in an elevator between the Sanctuary
and Fellowship Hall

Build new storage/class space at the back
of the church

Upgrade the church entrance and narthex

This is very exciting! It also means that we will
have the potential to keep growing as a church
because our facilities will be attractive, upgraded
and very useful in the years to come.

On Sunday 9" August, we will be holding a
specially calledCongregational Meetingafter the
worship service to fully explain what we now plan
to do and how we hope to finance it. It will be an
historic moment in the life of our church and the
elders hope that many church members will be at
the meeting.

God is working in mysterious and wonderful ways
at Erin Church. This is our time to go above and
beyond what we already are. It is my fervent hope
and daily prayer that you will support this new
venture in the years ahead. We have waited
patiently for this to happen. This Fall, we shaks
the work actually begin.

May God bless the desire of His heart at Erin and
make all His plans succeed.

John
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August Sundays

August 2
Communion Sunday
Colossians 2:1-12
“Hidden Treasures”

August 9
19" Sunday in Ordinary Time
Colossians 2:13-23
“Reality is Found in Christ”

August 16
20" Sunday in Ordinary Time
Colossians 3:1-14
“Set Your Heart on Things Above”

August 23
21* Sunday in Ordinary Time
Colossians 3:15-25
“Working for the Lord”

August 30
Rally Day
Colossians 4:1-9
“Seasoned with Salt”
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BIRTHS
Congratulations to Helen Henry, the proud

born Saturday, July 18 to proud parents
Jada & Jason Cable.

grandmother of Natalie Claire Cable. Natalie was

D

Congratulations to Joe & LoulL Tate,
proud grandparents of Andrew Tate Van
Hook. Andrew was born July 1, 2009 to
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August Birthdays
(This may not be an accurate list and some namgs m
be missing. If so, please accept our apologies)

ADTR RS

Baucom, Amanda August 2
Dent, Carl August 2
Kirby, Agnes August 3
Baucom, Olivia* August 6
Stuart, Lauren August 9
Matthews, Owen* August 10
Bridwell, Wayne August 11
Henry, Helen August 11
Frierson, Mary August 14
Jaynes, Hugh August 14
Jenness, Emily August 16
Miller, Garren* August 16
Rayburn, Sue August 20
Yard, Bud August 20
Robinson, Keeny August 23
Hagler, Mary Ann August 24
Henderson, Ruth August 25
Pearson, Hillary* August 25
Stevens, Pam August 25
Landstreet, Catherine August 27
Schall, Ray August 30
Sexton, Lynn August 30
Gahan, Lauren* August 31
Price, Bob Jr. August 31
First Days of September

Simpson, Julie September 5

Jaynes, Joe
Stinnett, Joshua
Sharp, Ethan

September 6
September 6
September 6

a

i
D

! KCS schools begin

August 17th

i

Pastor’s Artwork Being Exhibited Again

During June, some of the pastor’s ‘digital glass”
artwork was exhibited at the Bear Creek Coffee ldo
on Middlebrook Pike, west of Cedar Bluff. Some of
you went to see the drawings and John was greatly,
encouraged by the favorable response.

The Coffee House has asked him to display moréso
art for the month of August, so John is exhibitirige
new pieces, including one calledan Gogh Visits
Manhattan,” which you just have to see.

The artwork will all be available for sale.

IN}
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DISCIPLESHIP

From the CE Coordinator

For everything there is a season; and a time for
every matter under heaven. —Ecclesiastes 3:1

The end of summer is right around the corner,
and with the end of summer come a lot of
changes: kids go back to school, the weather
begins to change, long sunny days begin to
shorten. Even if we have to work most of the
time, summertime seems easier, freer somehow;
and the change back to our fall schedules can be
difficult. That's why | love this verse from
Ecclesiastes, because it reminds me that there is
an ebb and flow to life-- and that the fact that
change happens in our lives is not only good and
natural but also is the way God intended things to
be!

As we look ahead to fall, here’s a schedule of
what's coming up in CE: Rally Day is August

30, and Sunday School classes —for children,
youth, and adults—begin September 6 . Youth
groups start back on August 23, and
Wednesday night programs will begin sometime
in September.

If you're active in some sort of CE program, then
thanks, and | look forward to seeing you on
Sundays or Wednesdays! And if you're not, |
challenge you to change your life by trying a
Sunday School class or a Bible Study this fall.
Either way, see you there!

%

Vacation Bible School
Sunday, August
through
Thursday, August's
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NEWS

Attention Mothers of Preschoolers! Erin MOPS
will kick off a new year with an Open House on
Thursday, August 27from 10 am — 12 pm in the
Family Life Center.

MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers) is a non-
denominational Christian group designed to
nurture and inspire mothers of young children.
We meet in the Family Life Center on th¥ and

4" Thursdays (9:30 — 11:30 am) during the
months of September through May. This year's
MOPS theme iFogether on Planet Mom.

When you become a mom, all your relationships
change. It's like you have landed on a different
planet - Planet Mom. Your relationship with
yourself, your husband, girlfriends, extended
family, community, and God have all changed.
Many of these changes are positive, some are not.

Even positive change requires adjustments on your Xy')

part.

The foundation of beinglogether on Planet
Mom is that God is with us and we are created for
relationship with him and each other. The more
we draw together in community, the better we are
able to thrive as

women and
moms. Jesus
promises: "For
where two or
three come
together. . . there
am I with
them.."

(Matthew 18:20)

Come learn more about Erin MOPS at our Open
House August 27 For more information, contact
Joy Bornhoeft (jbornhoeft@knology.net).

Erin Preshgie Church
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SENIOR ADULT MINISTRY

BODY RECALL
Summer Schedule: Monday ONLY i
July and August. Regular clas
schedule will begin after Labor Da

on Wednesday, September 9. |
The SAM Council meeting and Sack
Lunch will resume on August 20.

Our guest speaker will be Rev.

Sharon Carter, our new Christian Educatiof
Coordinator. We look forward to seeing you for g
time of food and fellowship!

WORSHIP

The Erin Choir Has an Open Seat ... For YOU!

Do you have an interest in lifting
your voice in praise somewhere
other than the shower? Then thg
Erin Choir is the place for you.
Your voice will be welcome in
every section: soprano, alto, tenpr,
and bass. No formal vocal training is required
...just a willingness to learn. And we welcome |al
ages, from senior high school students to senigr
adults!

We believe that God is worshipped in many ways
Consequently, the Choir is committed |[to
performing a wide variety of music, from classica
to contemporary. More importantly, we strive|to
have fun with the music and with each other.| |

addition to singing, we share joys and concerrls
and support one another with prayer an

compassion each week.

Sounds like fun, doesn't it? Please join us and
experience it for yourself. We practice each Wed.
night from 7:30-8:30 pm starting September 2.
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OUTREACH

Guatemala Mission Team
News

As many of you know the
Outreach committee sent a
team to Guatemala to survey a
site for a clean water filtration
system to be installed. The team consisted of Mike
Pierce-engineer/system installer, Charles Snodrass-
education, Michael Pierce--photographer, Pam Rfeife
-organizer, and Don Vowell--interpreter. | had two
first impressions as we landed into Guatemala City.
One was that it was a very lush, mountainous, ifeaut
country, the other that it was covered in hovelsctvh
made it look not so pretty. On the first day, wek a
tour of Antigua which is about an hour away frore th
airport and was where we stayed. There was a marke
where they sell hand-woven shawls and blankets,

purses, hand-carved items and various other things.

There were internet cafes that had about four
computers in them for people to use the interniét.
was fairly crowded with most means of transportatio
being bicycles or scooters. Whole families woudd b
riding on the scooters, a toddler squished by ¢le¢ 6f

the driver and a mom on the back holding a baby or
two. All the roads are cobblestone (but not thedtm
kind), all the real homes are secluded behind lztisw
with no windows, and all the businesses have bars o
the windows. The people were very gracious and
helpful.

During our time in Antigua we met many people. We
met Andrew Lovell who runs the school in Antigua
(not to be confused with the school in EI Rodeonehe
the water system is to be installed). The schoeise
closed due to the swine flu, but we went to Andew’

school and met many students there. Andrew has a

group of boys that he mentors and those boys were a
the school painting it. Andrew said that they paie
school twice a year, because they live in dumps and
they don’t deserve to go to school in a dump. They
feed the children at the school and each child dhas
toothbrush there and brushes his or her teeth gagry
The library consisted of about forty books. Theses

a small playground in the back (enclosed behind the
wall of course) and a very, | mean very small létch
where they cook for four hundred kids a day. It's
deceiving when you see the children in their clean
clothes and they look well fed. Their poverty is
disguised. But, when we made home deliveries of
food the deception was fully over.

First of all when | use the term home, understévad It
mean a four-sided shack made of mostly galvanizegd
metal, some of which leaked, and had only dirtoo
If you had a good roof and a concrete floor thearyo
living conditions were much higher, because yout be
could stay dry and it was much easier to keep thing
clean. Anything they owned was just sort of pileith
corners and the only furniture was makeshift bets a
makeshift tables. To Andrew’s credit, nearly every
child was sitting at the makeshift table doing
homework when we arrived, nearly all. One of the
most annoying things was when | found out that mogt
had to actually pay rent to live in these placesabise
10% of the population owns all the land and they'do
give it away for free. In the higher places, asifew
put it where the land “has no value,” there werg
‘squatters’. These homes on the hills had toddleds
playing two inches from a 30ft. drop off. Raw se&a
ran down the middle of the road. There is no gafet
because all the doors are made out of a scrap @l me
and obviously don't lock, so it is very dangerods a
night and unfortunately many crimes are committed.

Andrew said that all of the children at his schbad
been abused in at least one way and counseling |is
another service that the school provides. This one
home, in particular stands out, there were fourskhay
the family 13 and under, and their father up andg
abandoned them one day and made a new family |n
another part of the city. The pain on these bogsliés
as well as their faces was evident. It had beem tw
years since this happened and it had clearly dateat
them as one would expect. So, if you're wondeifng
the money you donated to this school is being put t
good use, rest easy. Andrew really wants to Hedpd
kids. Education and food was his answer to what do
they need most. They can't learn if they're
malnourished and starving and education is the only
thing that will give them the ability to have anther

job besides shoe shiner or sugarcane field workée

public schools in Guatemala are free, yet chargs fe
(free must be a political term) and of course mogt
cannot pay anything. The only visible food | saw i
the homes was maybe some flour and in one placs
saw a tomato. | asked one girl what she had haatto
that day (it was about 11:00) and her reply was h
tomato and some lemon. | think if food hadn’t beer
delivered that day that’s all she would have hada).

Wednesday we made our first trip to the school lin B
Rodeo. Once again school was out, but there wefe
many children around the school playing. The saff
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the school came in just to see us and was veryuielp
kind and motivated to get clean water. The water a
the school is only on every other day or every two
days, | couldn’t quite understand, but it doesnit r
everyday, which means the toilets can only be #dsh
on the ‘on’ days and of course those will be thgsda
that they will fill the tank to filter the water e it is
installed. Two of the children at the school wtre
children of one of the teachers and they were biuth
with fevers which their mother said was becausg the
were naughty and had taken a cold bath one nighaan
hot bath the next. There were about 12 roomsén th
school with an open area in the middle with thehen
that the UT students had installed. The hotelrhade

us boxed lunches to eat, but one of the kids askee
had anything to eat, his mother was sick and he'tdid
have anything to eat that day, so needless tolsay t
children needed the lunches more than we did.

Our next steps to getting the system installedhim t
school are to get the proper permits to begin
installation and to get the building up to code tloe
system requirements and sanitation
Marlene, the principal, is working on the permitdan
we are devising the rest.

All in all, the trip was a success. Wg
surveyed the water, made many need
contacts, measured and evaluated t
level of understanding of clean wate
Please continue to pray for this projeqk
and for the children at the schools "
Antigua and El Rodeo.

v,0

Furniture Ministry Day
Saturday, August 8

Please help Erin support the Compassion Coalition
furniture pickup/delivery on Sat., Aug. 8.
We need the usual assortment of
pickup trucks, vans, and people. We
will meet at Erin at 8:15 am, and are
typically finished by noon. The
more people we have, the quick
it goes! Please contact Joe Jayn
at 675-1278jfj@abacusarts.com
if you can help. \

Yarn Overs — our August meetings
include Thursday the 13th and the 27th @
6:30pm — we look forward to seeing you!

Erin Preshgie Church
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August Enrichment Schedule
August 2 —Dana McKenry, Heather Ritchie
August 9 — Carla Hoskins, Tracy Foster
August 16 — Kristi Bailes, Mike Sharp
August 23 — Julie Simpson, Jamie Webb

August 30 — Pam Pfeifer, Brooks Eggers

FELLOWSHIP MINISTRY

?A\\\ Men’'s Breakfast — join us Saturday,
(4 _—7 ) August 15th (8:30ish), for a hearty

breakfast and plenty of fellowship befgre
we begin our work for Erin’s Annual Fall

| Workday. Contact Dale Webb for more information.

LET'S DO
DINNER
will meet on
Tuesday, August 4th @ 5:15pm at Mimi’s in Turkey
Creek (next to Olive Garden). Please contact Maud
let her know how many will be attending.

Historical Erin-Bearden Exhibit Planned

The East Tennessee Historical Society is gathe
photos, news articles, family letters and storiesua
the Bearden community in preparation for a perma
exhibit to be housed at the West Knoxuville librany
Golf Club Road.

The historical exhibit will reach back into the 189
when the Bearden community was known as Erin.

=.

ng

Thie

original Erin Presbyterian Church, founded in 18
was the first church built in the area and wast {
located at the
Northshore Drive, near where the funeral homse
located today. We will supply pictures of the thEgen
church buildings and a history of our church foe
exhibit.

If you are a long-time Bearden resident and h
stories to tell or old documents and pictures thayld

the historical society at 215-8832 (office) or 157
(cell.)

The exhibit is scheduled to open by the end

junction of Kingston Pike alnd

scan and return to you, please call Adam Afrey wi

7
irs
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STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY

The following article is an excerpt - to read il fuisit
www.pcusa.org/stewardship/sustainability.htm.

Sustainability & Stewardship
The Rev. Timothy Hart-Andersen

"No good tree bears bad fruit, nor again does a tra¢ bear
good fruit; for eac tree is known by its fruit(Luke 6:43-44a)

The historic Protestant denominations are in treuahd
have been for some time. Numerous studies haviegkri
the situation, and, of course, we can see it wiithoavn
eyes.

By any of several measures, since the mid 1960s the
Presbyterian Church has been in decline. Our
membership today is half of what it was in 1960. &ve
not alone in this predicament.

The Church Growth movement began in the 1950s at
Fuller Seminary, led by Donald McGavran. By thedim
the historic churches were on their way into deglihe
Church Growth Movement was beginning to attracita |
of attention. Today it is the dominant player ie th
congregational renewal movement. Its authors ame Ne
York Times best sellers. Rick Warren and his book
Purpose-Driven Church, which tells the story of téyaid
growth of Saddleback Church in Southern Califoraia,
publishing phenomena.

Mega-churches now dot the American — and mostly
suburban — landscape. By the end of the 1980sy¢bhu
growth" had become an institutionalized, widely-

recognized movement, and everywhere the language of

the marketplace had supplanted more traditional
ecclesiastical concepts. Worshippers became
"customers" and "consumers"; context for ministry
became "market niche"; pastoral leadership became
"management”; and evangelism became "church-
marketing." A wholesale, uncritical adoption of the
language of free-market economics characterized the
direction of the church growth enthusiasts.

In the mid-1990s, before the market bubble burst,
economist Herbert Daly coined the term "growthmania
in order to warn of impending trouble in the ecoyom
"The growth economy," he wrote in 1996, "is an
unsustainable goal at the present historical morhent
(Beyond Growth [1996, 33, 45]). His prediction pedv
to be right. Daly urges us to "face the failureshef
growth idolatry" in the financial markets

(Daly 1996, 224). Should we do the same for thedi

Erin Preshgie Church
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We need to reject the fixation on church growth ted
uncritical usage of free market economic languagk a
look for deeper, healthier images for our churciAes.
an alternative, | propose that we begin using egoéb
language and imagery to help us understand
congregational life. Why not ask, "What makes for
sustainable congregational life?" rather than "Hauw
we get the church to grow?"

Sustainability in congregational life is a stewdnigds
guestion — not only about resources but also abhowt
we concern ourselves for the coming generations. We
are stewards of the church; its sustainabilityriigcally
important not only today but for the cause of Ghris
tomorrow.

In his Sermon on the Plain in Luke's Gospel, Jeays,
"No good tree bears bad fruit, nor again does atesd
bear good fruit; for each tree is known by itstfrui
(Luke 6:43-44a). Here Jesus offers us a new imaige f
the church — at least it is new to those of us weér
the oppressive language of the marketplace: atfaet

Economists have already begun comparing a sustaina
economy to a fruit tree. Listen to how they useithage,
and imagine your congregation being described:fittie
tree utilizes the cooperation of every cell in oride
blossom and bear fruit. This has consequenceétutie
tree will never scale the height of heaven. Evauit
tree displays the built-in "wisdom" to stop growiing
height at a particular moment. From that moment
forward, after reaching its optimal height, thestre
redirects its maturation processes toward bearing f

for others (Goudzwaard and de Lange 1995, 135-136).

It may be that such an image describes Jesus' miamv
of ekklesia.

We owe it to Jesus, and to those who would know hinf
and follow him in the generations yet to come, acafl
we can today to reach sustainability in our congtiegs,
that the fruit they bear — the fruit we bear — nhay
good, in the estimation of God. Thanks be to GadeA.

Copyright © 2009 Erin Presbyterian Church. Permis$o reprint
is hereby granted provided this copyright noticexduded.

The Erin Presbyterian Church News is published gnf
Comments and submissions are welcome. Please tsattities by
Monday, August 24 for inclusion in the next month’s issug.
Please send articles and/or calendar events viaaile-to
“admin@erinpresbyterian.org’.
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July Stewardship Figures

Income
Bequests
Creative Exp.
Property
Discipleship
Fellowship
Stewardship
Memorial
Outreach
Offerings
PW Income
Worship

Total Income

Expense
Creative Exp.
Property
Discipleship
Fellowship
Outreach
Stewardship
Worship
Pastoral Ministry
Memorial
Session
PW expenses
Payroll

Total Expense

Net Income

Erin Preshgie Church

Jan 1 - Jul Jan 1 - Jul 30,
30, 09 08

0.00 33,146.05
5,580.25 5,191.80
13,450.31 13,608.00
4,269.90 5,312.00
5,212.35 4,068.06
816.67 500.49
1,480.00 100.00
8,341.43 10,923.44
217,412.02 182,434.59
178.00 50.00
92.62 500.00
256,833.55 255,834.43
13,084.97 10,217.49
87,731.00 33,336.32
13,511.82 15,046.75
6,897.15 6,598.87
23,707.27 38,299.91
65,100.57 66,510.68
2,639.08 2,783.17
64,374.83 59,596.55
2,155.61 2,007.17
956.81 380.30
166.00 50.00
0.00 500.00
280,325.11 235,327.21
-23,491.56 20,507.22

ERIN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

200 Lockett Road
Knoxville, TN
37919-4808

Phone: (865) 588-5350

Fax: (865) 58475

www.ErinPresbyterian.org
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PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE WEEK OF
August 2, 2009

MILITARY SERVICE

Sam Tipton(husband of Nicole Webb Tipton)
Jamey Waterggrandson of Ruth White’s cousin)
Andrew Alger(nephew of Susan Hannah)
TENNESSEE

Marion Sanks

Family and Friends of Mrs. Patricia Swain

Lora Yard

Carolyn Chambergaunt of Denise Bilbrey)
Marilyn Draper (mother of David Draper)

Cole Hammond(young friend of the Vowells)
Todd Lamson(son of John Lamson)

Kari Matthews & Family

CALIFORNIA

Linda Gaspar(sister of Dave Leckie)

SOUTH CAROLINA

Sara Mantle(friend of Sara Leckie)

VIRGINIA

Ted Ambrose and Familyson of Estelle Duncan)

Dorothy Burns(aunt of Allyson McLeod Streckfuss)
Robert CuttHfriend of Ray and Donna Schall)

Bob Oldham(grandfather of Kim Pennington)

Non-Profit
U.S. Postage PAID
Knoxville, TN
Permit #261
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED




