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ERIN PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH NEWS 

 

October 2009 
 
 

 
Psalm 116:12 How can I repay the LORD for all 
his goodness to me?  
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Throughout the last three months of this year, our 
congregation will focus on both the annual 
stewardship campaign and the Capital campaign. 
We have set ourselves a worthwhile task of 
renewing our church and building a strong 
foundation for its future. It’s taken a long time for 
us to get here, but it has been worth the wait. We 
are almost ready to begin the greatest renovation 
work to the church in a whole generation. 
 
Some people still wonder why we’re doing this; 
after all, the church seems okay to them. Others 
believe that the money raised would be better 
spent on mission. Those are important points to 
consider, but the fact of the matter is this: the 
church needs renovation so that we can provide 
better opportunities to equip the Christians here at 
Erin, so that we in turn can respond at a greater 
giving level to future ministries and missions. 
 
There’s also another important point: it’s our way 
of thanking God for all of His goodness to us in 
recent years. It’s our way of giving back to God 
for the faith, friendship, and fellowship that we 
have experienced and enjoyed at Erin for many 
years. After all, what price can we put on our 
salvation, God’s guidance, and the love of Jesus 
Christ that we each have received in our lives? 
Erin has been a major vehicle for God to provide 
those priceless gems in our lives, so what better 
way to show our thanks to God, by renovating our 
campus so that more people in our community 
may experience the same? 
 
Raising over $1 million will require all of us to 
give at sacrificial levels for the next three to five  

 
years. We will be investing our resources and 
making a financial commitment that will show 
how much we truly love the Lord.  Not every 
church is given this blessing; not every 
congregation in this town has experienced our 
kind of growth. 
 
Psalm 116:17 I will sacrifice a thank offering to 
You and call on the name of the LORD.  
 
What we’re really doing here is giving a sacrificial 
thank offering. In the Old Testament, that meant 
cheerfully giving God something extra from the 
best of what His people owned. It wasn’t 
something that came from what was left over, the 
thank offering was given out of the best that 
people had. Indeed, Christ’s sacrifice on the Cross 
was God’s thank offering to the world. He gave of 
His finest and best in order to transform the world 
forever. 
 
I firmly believe that God is calling all of us to do 
this now. And I thoroughly believe that we can 
cheerfully and gratefully accomplish this task to 
the glory of God. 
 
May the Lord bless you and all your loved ones. 
May we be truly thankful for all that we have 
graciously received from God. 
      
     John 

 
 

KCS schools will be closed 
      October 15 & 16 for  

 Fall Break 
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October Sundays 
 

October 4 
World Communion Sunday 
Psalm 26:1-8 & Mark 10:1-12 

 “Separation Anxiety” 
 

October 11 
28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Psalm 90:12-17 & Mark 10:17-27 
“It’s About the Money” 

 
October 18 

29th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Psalm 91:9-16 & Mark 10:35-45 

“Blinded by Ambition” 
 

October 25 
Reformation Sunday 

Psalm 34:1-8 & Mark 10:46-52 
“Against the Odds” 

 

 
SAVE THE DATE! 

During the month of November, several important 
Capital Campaign events will be taking place. 

 
THURSDAY NOVEMBER 5 TH 

 
Our Capital Campaign  
Congregational Dinner 

 
FRIDAY NOVEMBER 6 TH 

& SATURDAY NOVEMBER 7TH 
 

Training of our Capital Campaign  
Visitation Teams 

 
SUNDAY NOVEMBER 8TH 

 
Every Member Contact Day 

 
Save the dates and look out for more 

information in the mail. 
 

October Birthdays 
(This may not be an accurate list and some names may 

be missing. If so, please accept our apologies) 
 

 
Regina Bishop October 1  
Evelyn Lowry October 2  
Allen Criss October 4  
Jill Burger October 6  
Mary McLeod October 10  
Ryan Bridwell October 11  
Jim Hilty October 11  
Susan Evans October 13  
Linda Quinley October 14  
Mike Harrington October 16  
Robin Cuany October 17  
Carter Blake McCallum October 17  
Chuck Scarbrough, Jr. October 17  
Darrell Hickman October 18  
Sonja DuBois October 19  
Michael Pierce October 20  
Mike Pierce October 20  
Rickey McCallum October 21  
Rob Matthews October 22  
Randy Boyd October 24  
Peggy Murphy October 24  
Jacque Roberts October 24  
Ellen Loveless October 26  
Bob Hoover October 29  
Michelle Waters October 29  
Joan Conley October 30  
   
First Days of November   
Sherry Draper November 3  
Lindsay Pfeifer November 3  

  Hannah Matthews      November 4 
  Ashley Fortune      November 6 

 
 
 

Check the narthex for Erin’s Fall 2009 Telephone 
Directory!  You may pick your copy 
up anytime you visit the church. If 
you or someone you know needs 
a copy mailed, please contact 
the office at 588-5350. 
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PW NEWS 
 

PW Gathering of East TN 

Presbytery – Saturday October 
17 - 9:30-2:00 
The meeting will be at Concord 

Presbyterian Church. The 
program is titled, “Sharing God’s 
Wonders.” There is a sign-up 
sheet in the long hall for those planning to 

attend, and you must be signed up by October 
9th. Lunch is $5.00. Please contact Pat Sexton 
for more information. 

 
Circles – Circle II meets at 7:00pm, Monday, 
October 12th at Mary Scarbrough’s house. 

Circle IV will meet Tuesday, October 13th at 

10:00am in the parlor. 

 
 

DISCIPLESHIP 
    

 NEWS 
 

MOPS  will meet Thursday, October 8th, from 
9:30 am – 11:30 am.  The topic will be “Over the 
Moon:  Stories and Activities to Connect with 
your Children” and we will have a guest speaker 
from the Imagination Library program.  MOPS 
also will meet on Thurs. October 22nd. 
 
Save the date:  Operation Christmas Child in 
November 
MOPS is gearing up for the annual Operation 
Christmas Child project.  This year, in addition to 
needing shoe boxes, we are asking for donations 
of small plastic containers with lids (shoe-box 
sized containers, such as Sterilite brand).  The 
plastic containers are great for holding all of the 
OCC gifts and can be used by the recipient to tote 
water or for storage.  Donations for Operation 
Christmas Child will be collected beginning Nov. 
1st  through Nov. 11th.  Look for more information 
in the November Newsletter and bulletin. 
 
For more information, contact Joy Bornhoeft 
(jbornhoeft@knology.net). 

 
From the CE Coordinator 
 
This month I want to say a big “Thank You!” to all 
the folks who are volunteering in our fall education 
programs.  We have Sunday School teachers and 
substitutes, Enrichment leaders, Wednesday night 
leaders, Youth leaders, all sorts of people 
teaching and leading our children and adults as 
they learn and grow as God’s people in the world.  
You all know who you are, and indeed you are 
blessed in the eyes of the Lord! 
 

However, we always need people to volunteer in 
our Education programs.  We need someone to 
take over the 3rd-5th grade classroom so Katina 
can have her baby! We need other folks to add to 
our rotation of leaders for Wednesday night Kids 
Klub.  And we always need a handful of 
substitutes to call on in case one of our teachers 
is sick or needs to be out on a Sunday; in fact, 
one of the best ways to support our regular 
teachers is to be available to fill in when there is a 
need.  It may be intimidating to think about taking 
on a class , especially for a whole year; and even 
taking on a class for one week, if you’ve never 
done it before, can be daunting.  But materials are 
provided and I am available to talk to anyone who 
feels the need for some training, advice, or 
support.  
 

I can’t overemphasize just how important it is for 
us all to work together to make our Christian 
education programs happen—for adults, yes, but 
especially for children.  For one thing, we all need 
to uphold the promises we make when a child is 
baptized—we promise to support the parents and 
the children and help raise the children in the 
faith.  We promise to be there and be active in 
their lives.  We promise to share our faith stories 
with them, to be a part of that “great cloud of 
witnesses” that are so necessary to our growth as 
Christians. Besides that, it’s good for us! It’s 
renewing to our spirits to see the faith of our 
children grow.  And it’s fun!  Children have a way 
of seeing the fun side of things, even the Bible, 
even theology.  So please, consider volunteering 
in our education program.  You won’t regret it! 

    

Peace, SharonPeace, SharonPeace, SharonPeace, Sharon    
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"The Book of Revelation is filled with 
extravagant images that some believe 
forecast gloom and doom. On the contrary, 
Revelation intends to encourage its readers, 
using a type of literature that was common at 
the time it was written." (Interpretation Bible 
Studies, Revelation)  Wednesday nights this 
fall, from  6:30-7:30, Sharon Carter will be 
leading a study of this book, using the 
Interpretation Series study guide quoted 
above.  Please join us! (An online version will 
also be available-- check the website for more 
information!) 

 
 
 

To Erin Church and all the children that 
attended Vacation Bible School: 
 
Thank you so much for all your hard work and 
devotion in earning your generous gift of $528.35 
to be used to purchase seeds for the Good Earth 
Program at Morgan Scott.  I look forward to 
sharing the joy of giving the seeds to the families 
next Spring. 
Sonja DuBois shared with us the story about your 
Bible School and how you learned about God's 
gifts as you collected money for seeds. 
Thank you for planting God's seeds of LOVE by 
giving of yourselves and your money to the Good 
Earth Garden Program at Morgan Scott.  This is a 
gift that will continue to give as it provides food 
for others. 
God Bless, 
Ella Smith 
Executive Director, Morgan-Scott Project 

 
SENIOR ADULT MINISTRY 

 
 
 

BODY RECALL  
Join us every Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday @ 4:00 for exercise class – it is 
never too late to get in shape! Hope to see 
you there. 
~Ron Roberts 

 

Resource of the month—the Presbyterian 
Planning calendar 
 

Of all the resources created 
by our denomination, I 
think my favorite is the 
Presbyterian Planning 
calendar.  It is a wonderful 
resource, full of all things 
Presbyterian.  The cover is 
always decked out with some beautiful artwork, and 
each month’s pages feature work that either follows the 
same theme or is by the same artist.  This year’s theme 
is “And the Word was made flesh” (John 1:14) and 
each piece of art “offer[s] us new ways to contemplate 
the Word made flesh who lived among us and who 
lives among us today.” (PPC, p. 1) 
 

When you open the calendar, you find information 
about the calendar itself and how to use it; liturgical 
themes and seasons are highlighted, along with 
information about holidays of other major religions.  
Each month’s artist is listed along with the name of 
their work.  Next is found a set of lectionary 
calendars—one to show which colors are used when, 
and another that gives the lectionary reading for each 
Sunday of the year.   
 

The calendar year begins with June and runs through 
May; major holidays, church holidays, and lectionary 
readings for Sundays and special church observances 
are found on each calendar.  Each day has a nice large 
space on which to write in reminders (and the Sunday 
space is extra large, which most calendars don’t do.) 
On the page above the calendar page is the artwork of 
the month, along with a verse or other explanation that 
goes along with it.  Beside each art piece are two 
informational sections: Now is the Time (which 
features suggestions and reminders for activities 
related to the current month’s church calendar), and 
Look Ahead, which features reminders and suggestions 
for upcoming months.   
 

Other handy items found in the PPC are calendar pages 
for September through December of the following 
year; small calendar pages for the year after that (so 
you’re really talking about two and a half years of 
calendar), PC(USA) directories (General Assemblies 
Staff and Agencies, Board of Pensions, Theological 
Institutions, Educational Institutions, Synods and 
Presbytery listings)  and a nice pull out map showing 
synods and presbyteries in the US and mission work 
and partners throughout the world. 
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MONDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY…  
 

…will resume on Monday 12th October in the 
Church Parlor at 7.15PM. The pastor will bring 
along a selection of books and material for the 
group to choose, discuss, and study this quarter. 
 

Everyone is welcome to attend. 
 
 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT MEN’S STUDY 
 

While Sharon will be teaching a class on 
Revelation, John will also be leading our Men’s 
Group with a study based upon Max Lucado’s 
new book, “Fearless.” Here’s the description of 

the book. 
 

Each sunrise seems to bring fresh reasons 
for fear. 

 
They're talking layoffs at work, slowdowns in 

the economy, flare-ups in the Middle East, 
turnovers at headquarters, downturns in the 
housing market, upswings in global warming. 
The plague of our day, terrorism, begins with 
the word terror. Fear, it seems, has taken up a 
hundred-year lease on the building next door 

and set up shop. Oversized and rude, fear herds 
us into a prison and slams the doors. Wouldn't 

it be great to walk out? 
 

Imagine your life, wholly untouched by angst. 
What if faith, not fear, was your default 

reaction to threats? If you could hover a fear 
magnet over your heart and extract every last 
shaving of dread, insecurity, and doubt, what 
would remain? Envision a day, just one day, 

when you could trust more and fear less. 
Can you imagine your life without fear? 

 
These studies will begin at 6.30pm in the Heritage room 

 
 

The Erin Presbyterian Church News is published monthly.  
Comments and submissions are welcome.  Please submit articles by 
Monday, October 26 for inclusion in the next month’s issue.  
Please send articles and/or calendar events via e-mail to 
“admin@erinpresbyterian.org”.   

FELLOWSHIP MINISTRY 
 
 

Fellowship and Faith-- A Fellowship and Faith 
group is forming for young adults who are 
finishing college or starting out career-wise.  Our 
first meeting will be held Sunday, October 11, 
right after church at Qdoba on Kingston Pike.  
RSVP or questions?  Talk to Sharon or Jeff Carter 
(693-5111). Hope to see you there! 
 
 

LET’S DO 
DINNER 

    will meet on 
Tuesday, October 6th @ 5:15pm at The Chop House 
on Kingston Pike. Please contact Maud Hoover to let 
her know how many will be attending.  

 
 
 

Yarn Overs is “dropping their stitches” throughout the 
month of October, but will resume in 
November on the 5th & 19th @ 6:30.  

 
 
 
 

“FIRST WEDNESDAY” DINNER 
OCTOBER 7TH 

BRISKET AT THE ERIN CORRAL 
Howdy Pardners!  
We’re circling the wagons for our “First Wednesday” 
Dinner on October 7th.  There’ll be some fine Texas 
grub to sample, so call the office by Monday October 
5th to let us know you’ll be there. RESERVATIONS 
ARE REQUIRED for “First Wednesday” dinners this 
fall so we can adequately plan in our temporary space. 
We guarantee it’ll prevent having to duel for your 
dinner. 
So on October 7th, put on yer best cowboy or cowgirl 
gear and head on over to the Erin Corral (Family Life 
Center) at 5:45. Why, we’ll even give a prize to the 
most authentic-looking cowboy or cowgirl that shows 
up. 
Then at 6:30 you’re invited to join in a 
Wednesday Night program. It’s okay to 
wear yer hat in the hall, but you 
gotta take it off when the program 
starts. 
Children: Sonshine Company OR  Kids’ Club                                   
Adults: Bible Study          

 



October 2009                           Erin Presbyterian Church           Page 6 

 

Breadbreakers 
 

Breadbreakers is a wonderful way 
to get to know your fellow church 
members in a relaxed, home 
environment. Everyone is welcome 

and for the families with young children, childcare will 
be provided at the church. 
 
Join us Friday, October 23rd for food, fellowship, and 
fun! Contact Suzanne Hickman for more information.  
 

 
You are cordially invited toYou are cordially invited toYou are cordially invited toYou are cordially invited to    

“A Pink Tea’’“A Pink Tea’’“A Pink Tea’’“A Pink Tea’’    
Saturday, October 3, 2009Saturday, October 3, 2009Saturday, October 3, 2009Saturday, October 3, 2009    

Two o’clock in the afternoonTwo o’clock in the afternoonTwo o’clock in the afternoonTwo o’clock in the afternoon    
The Home of Heather RitchieThe Home of Heather RitchieThe Home of Heather RitchieThe Home of Heather Ritchie    

6653 Ridgerock Lan6653 Ridgerock Lan6653 Ridgerock Lan6653 Ridgerock Laneeee    
    

We will We will We will We will celebrate women who are breast celebrate women who are breast celebrate women who are breast celebrate women who are breast 
cancer survivors, and honor those who cancer survivors, and honor those who cancer survivors, and honor those who cancer survivors, and honor those who 
have lost their battle with the disease.have lost their battle with the disease.have lost their battle with the disease.have lost their battle with the disease.    

� Wear something pink. 
� Bring a teatime goody to share. 
� Handmade items from women of Erin 

will be available for purchase. Proceeds 
will support Erin’s teams, Christy’s 
Angels and Ya-Yas for the Ta-Tas, in 
the Race for the Cure. 

� Contact the office to RSVP (588-5350). 
 

 
 

 
 

Blessing of the Animals Service-- Sunday, Oct. 4 at 
4 pm there will be a Service of 
Blessing for our animal friends. 
Bring your favorite furry (or 
scaly!) friend to the grassy area 
near the picnic tables for a time 
of honoring our pets!   
 

 

Annual Halloween Party 
October 25th 

Attention children of all ages: 
Join us for a Halloween Party on 
Sunday, October 25th, at 6 pm at the 

Tate's School of Discovery.  Wear your best 
costume and spend the evening roasting hot dogs 
and marshmallows by the campfire.  This is a 
great time to fellowship with family and friends 
and take in the crisp autumn air. 
Hot dogs and drinks will be 
provided.  Please bring a side dish or 
dessert to share! 

 
 
 

Sr. High Calendar 
October 2009 

4 Generation Change – 5-7:30 
11 Generation Change – 5-7:30 
17 Haunted Corn Maze – Meet at Mr. Gatti’s 

at 6:30 for dinner and then we’ll carpool to 
the Corn Maze. Adult drivers are needed 
so youth don’t have to drive. Gatti’s is 
about $7.00 plus $15.00 for Maze 
admission (check the school coupon book 
for $1.00 off – up to 19 people). If you’re 
bringing a friend, you MUST let Becca 
know at least 2 days prior so she can 
arrange transportation. 

18 PACK @ Greystone Presbyterian – 5:45 
25 Generation Change – 5-7:30 

www.erinyouth.blogspot.com 
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STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY 
 

The Habit of Giving 
The habit of giving touches the heart of the Christian 
life. Our life in Christ is possible because "God so 
loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life" (John 3:16). Love is at the center 
of our life in Christ but giving is the first and most 
direct result of love. Love to someone is proven in a 
willingness to sacrifice for that person. Jesus Christ 
expressed the importance of giving when He said, "It is 
more blessed to give than to receive" (Acts 20:35). 
And, though we tend to measure everything in terms of 
dollars, the giving to which Christ refers is much more 
than just money. It includes all we are and all we have.  
   

Giving for the Work of Christ 
   

The scriptures say much about the support of God's 
work on earth by the people of God. This, of course, 
includes much more than money. But it does include 
money. One of the greatest blessings in our service to 
God is the opportunity to help financially in God's 
work. Giving of this sort recognizes the fact that God 
owns all we have and is certainly worthy of a portion 
back. It also places us in His caring hand. Paul told 
those Philippians who had given so sacrificially, "But 
my God shall supply all your needs according to His 
riches in glory by Christ Jesus" (Philippians 4:19). 
That is God's promise to those who give to Him.  
 

These are Exciting times at Erin! Please Pray, Ask God 
how you can give and be a part of his work that is 
going on here. 
  

Peace!  
Erin Stewardship Team 

 
Erin Stage Co. and The Wordplayers present 

 

"The Miracle Worker"  
By William Gibson 

Directed by Matthew Lloyd 
 

The powerful, heart-warming story of Annie 
Sullivan and her blind, deaf student, Helen 

Keller.  
 

Nov. 6-14 @ The WordPlayers' Theatre 
1540 Robinson Rd. 

 

Nov. 21-28 @ Erin Presbyterian Church 

 
September Stewardship Figures 

 
       

   
Jan 1 - 

Oct 1, 09 
Jan 1 - Oct 

1, 08 
 Income   
  Bequests 2,000.00 33,146.05 
  Creative Exp. 5,972.50 5,291.80 
  Property  17,360.31 18,046.00 
  Discipleship  5,931.12 5,790.50 
  Fellowship  7,881.01 5,123.10 
  Stewardship  822.61 685.56 
  Memorial  2,454.00 100.00 
  Outreach  9,847.50 11,203.44 
  Offerings 275,113.60 248,387.13 
  PW Income 178.00 50.00 
  Worship 100.60 630.00 
 Total Income 327,661.25 328,453.58 

 Expense   
  Creative Exp. 13,824.67 12,506.83 
  Property 119,167.77 44,489.40 
  Discipleship 18,475.86 19,813.63 
  Fellowship  8,422.32 8,848.42 
  Outreach  34,671.63 42,198.32 
  Stewardship 92,841.77 83,132.94 
  Worship  2,823.54 3,531.04 
  Pastoral Ministry 82,626.45 78,013.93 
  Memorial 2,369.46 2,636.35 
  Session 976.81 544.46 
  PW expenses 332.25 228.00 
  Payroll  0.00 500.00 
 Total Expense 376,532.53 296,443.32 

Net Income -48,871.28 32,010.26 

 
 

Psalm 5:1-6 
Give ear to my words, O LORD, consider my sighing. 
Listen to my cry for help, my King and my God, for to 
you I pray. In the morning, O LORD, you hear my 
voice; in the morning I lay my requests before you and 
wait in expectation.  
You are not a God who takes pleasure in evil; with you 
the wicked cannot dwell. The arrogant cannot stand in 
your presence; you hate all who do wrong. You destroy 
those who tell lies; bloodthirsty and deceitful men the 
LORD abhors.  
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PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE WEEK OF 
October 4, 2009 
MILITARY SERVICE  
Joseph McLeod (son of Allyson Streckfuss) 
Todd Breasseale (son of Loretta Breasseale) 
Brian Alger (brother of Susan Hannah) 
Jamey Waters (grandson of Ruth White’s cousin) 
Andrew Alger (nephew of Susan Hannah) 
TENNESSEE 
The Jenness Family 
Amanda Baucom 
Judy Ballew (friend of the Webbs) 
Justice Crisp (brother of Shane Crisp) 
Velma Blackburn 
Betty Davy (mother of Sharon Carter) 
Beverly Wilcox (SonShine mom) 
Marion Sanks 
Carolyn Chambers (aunt of Denise Bilbrey)      
Marilyn Draper (mother of David Draper)      
Cole Hammond (young friend of the Vowells)  
Todd Lamson (son of John Lamson) 
Marjorie Swanner 
Alma Siedentopf 
Mae Brandon  

 
 

ERIN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  
200 Lockett Road             Phone:  (865) 588-5350 
Knoxville, TN                      Fax:  (865) 584-7775 
37919-4808              www.ErinPresbyterian.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CALIFORNIA  
Linda Gaspar (sister of Dave Leckie)  
SOUTH CAROLINA  
Sara Mantle (friend of Sara Leckie) 
VIRGINIA  
Ted Ambrose and Family (brother of Estelle Duncan) 
ILLINOIS 
Dorothy Burns (aunt of Allyson McLeod Streckfuss) 
MARYLAND 
Robert Cutts (friend of Ray and Donna Schall) 
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           RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Our prayer list is refreshed at the first of 
each month. Aside from those in missions or 
military, please notify the office when you 
have a new or recurring prayer need. Prayer 

requests may be called into the office  
@ 588-5350. 


