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Luke 1:37 (NIV)For nothing is impossible with God."
Dear Friends,

Christmas is coming early at Erin because at wprshi
on Sunday December #3we’ll be announcing how
much we've managed to raise for the Capital
Campaign. | think that everybody will be amazedubo
how much has been pledged, even in these difficult
economic times. The future of our church will loak
whole lot rosier thanks to the loyalty, sacrifi@nd
commitment that many members have made.

This time next year, the church will look and feel
different. Erin is a warm and inviting congregatibmit

it will be wonderful to have an attractive facilitp
share food, fun, and fellowship with the whole
community. It will provide us with an opportunitp t
get out and invite our friends and neighbors, fasil
and colleagues to the newly renovated buildingn Eri
has been in this area for 132 years. What we
accomplish over the next 12 months will enableas t
make a new impact on the Bearden, West Hills, and
other communities close to our church.

God's grace has been channeled through the getyerosi
of our church members. Our willingness to pledge an
give has displayed a remarkable faith in Christyeh

as establishing hope for the future.

On Sunday December %3we will hold a service of
Thanksgiving and Celebration to recognize our
gratitude to God for providing us with these woridler
blessings. It will be a memorable day in the lifeoar
church, so please bring your families and frienals t
share in this joyful event.

As we end the secular year, we begin the Church’s
New Year with the season of Advent. It is a sacred
time when we look forward to the Coming of Christ
and the final establishment of His Kingdom here on
Earth. It seems fitting that we finish our Capital
Campaign in the middle of such a forward-lookingl an
visionary season. As well as the joy of Christmas t
come, we also will know that we are continuing
Christ's great work here at Erin because we beliave
His words and seek to live in His way.
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2010 promises to be a blesséd and exciting year f
Erin. There are all sorts of wonderful opportursitand
possibilities for us to grow. Our next step in this
process is to begin to strengthen our faith, so wWe
can help others to believe in Jesus and make Him
priority in their lives. God has shown us what vea c

accomplish when we focus upon worthwhile projects]
By combining our resources, we offer a strongef

witness to the whole neighborhood. If 2009 was th
year of our Capital Campaign, then 2010 can becon
the year of an Outreach Campaign.

Thank you for your continued support and involvetmen
in the life, ministry and work at Erin. May God bte
you and all your loved ones throughout this seaxfon
Advent and Goodwiill.

John

Bible and Biscuits

To kick off the New Year, the pastor is going tadea
weekly 45 minute Bible Study on Monday mornings
from 7.45AM till 8.30AM. Through the kindness of
Joe and Jill Burger, and Joe Jr., the study wke
place at the McDonalds restaurant on Windsor Squar
Participants will be able to buy

breakfast and start off their work D
week by sharing in the study. Prayer
requests for work colleagues and

important projects will also be part of
the study.

’m lovin’ it
More details will follow in the January newsletter.|

Want to get involved in Erin’s Ministry Teams?
Check out the December schedule and attend a
meeting!
Tuesday December 1 @ 7:00pm:  Property
Fellowship
Tuesday, December 8 @ 7:00pm: Discipleship
7:30pm: Stewardship
Wednesday, December 9 @ 6:30pm: Outreach
Sunday, December 13 @ 4:00pm: Creative Expression
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December Sundays

December 6
Advent 2 / Communion
Malachi 3:1-4 & Luke 3:1-6
“Getting Ready for Christ”

December 13
Advent 3
Zephaniah 3:14-20 & Luke 3:12-18
“Great Expectations”

December 20
Advent 4
Micah 5:1-4 & Luke 1:39-49
“Mary’s Lamaze Class”

December 27
1* Sunday After Christmas
Psalm 128:1-6 & Luke 2:41-52
“He’s a Smart Kid!”

KC schools will be closed ||
December 21 — January 4 for
Holiday Break &=

T T

Monday Night Bible Study

=)

The group has almost finished reading, studyingd, a
discussing J B Phillips great book, “Your God iTo
Small.” It will end this season on Monday} 7
December and begin again in the New Year on
Monday January 11. The study starts each Monday in
the parlor at 7.15PM and ends around 8.30PM. Every
one is welcome to attend the group.

14

Details about what will be studied and discussettién
new 2010 session will appear in next month'’s
newsletter.

PW NEWS
Circles — Circle Il meets at 6:30pm, Monda g\‘“\:l{ = e,
December 14th at Mary Scarbrough’s houss %
Circle IV will meet Tuesday, December 8th ¢ "\~ £

10:00am in the parlor.

PRESHYTERLAN
WOMEN
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December Birthdays
(This may not be an accurate list and some namgs ma
be missing. If so, please accept our apologies)

ARTR RS

Heather Ritchie December 1
Rylan Elliott December 2
Lionel Sands December 7
Jeremy Holliday December 8

Sue Miller December 10
Pam Pfeifer December 10
Jim Brannon December 12

December 12
December 12
November 14

Jackson McKenry
Margaret Pfeifer
Nicole Webb Tipton

Sean Gahan December 16
Jenny Boyd December 17
Clovis Stair December 18
Carol Alver December 19

December 19
December 20
December 20
December 21
December 24
December 26
December 26
December 26
December 27
December 27
December 28
December 29
December 30
December 31

David Eggers
Matthew Miller
Diane Montgomery
Farrah Linkous
Luke Getz

Phil Duncan, Sr.
Howard Loveless
Henry Ritchie IV
Paula Tate-Gunter
Michael Simpson
Nick Carter
Barbara Brazelton
Sarah McKay
Fran Ayers

First Days of January

Joe Tate January 3
Audry Cafego January 4
Suzanne Levering January 4
Maud Hoover January 4
James Montgomery January 4
John Moxham January 4
Lanie Webb January 4
Gary Blackburn January 5
Mary Nelle Cate January 6
Tracy Foster January 6
Jeff Waters January 6
Chloe Webb January 6

Copyright © 2009 Erin Presbyterian Church. Permisgo reprint
is hereby granted provided this copyright noticencuded.
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DISCIPLESHIP
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Mothers of Preschoolers N EWS

MOPS will meet only once this month on Thursd
December 18, We will meet from 9:30-11:30 am |
the Family Life Center. Sharon Carter, our Chaist
Education Coordinator at Erin, will speak to ououyp
on “Staying Grounded — The Importance of Faith

Friends.” So, come join us in celebrating the sehs

MOPS would like to say “thank you” to Erin Chur
for your continued support of the Mothers of Presith
Program. We wish you and your families a very Me
Christmas and a Happy New Year!

— Joy Bornhoeft

2 The power of sharing God's greatest
gift, Jesus Christ

shoe boxes, gift items, and money to t
Operatlon Christmas Child Project. And thanksh®
Erin MOPS group who wrapped and packed the 3
box gifts. This year our wee church pack€iD shoe
box gifts and collected a total of $863 to cover the ¢
of shipping the boxes. Also, our Outreach Minig
Team donated an additional $142 to assist
shipping costs. Special thanks to Kelli Crisp dued
family for delivering all the boxes to a local Knabke
Collection Center.

What a wonderful way to kick off the holiday seals
Remember: each shoe box is more than a simple|
it is a Gospel Opportunity.

“Now | know that God loves little children and Heves
the whole world by sending Jesus ChrisShoe Box
Recipient, Uganda

Many thanks to everyone who donated

the
t
hoe

ost

try
vith

gift
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Blue Moon
Moon? On December 31la second ful
It's an event that only happens about e

three years. The next one takes place in Augus2.20
The term ‘blue moon’ does not refer to its coldr

actually originated in a leaflet during Henry VHI
reign when the Church of England separated ffon

Roman Catholicism. The writer of the pamphlet

complaining about the religious clergy, whom th¢g

common people blindly followed. He wrote a rhy
which sarcastically expressetif they say the moon
is blue, we must believe that it is true.”

Did you know that 2009 ends with a Blue

/ moon is seen in the December night sky

Sr. High Calendar
December 2009
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Nativity Program Dec. 20
This year we are planning a Nativity
Program, during the Family Sermon time at
worship on Sunday, December 20. Becca
Berry, our youth director, will be teaching the
children some simple Christmas songs to
sing; and Sharon Carter and Kelli Crisp will be
helping the some of our middle school and senior
highs prepare to read selections of scripture that tell the story
of Jesus birth.

All children and youth are invited to be a part of this program.
Practices will be held during Enrichment on Sunday mornings
(Dec. 6 and 13), and another short rehearsal will be held on
December 20 between Sunday School and worship. Those
participating will need to wear red or green for the
performance. If you'd like your child to participate, please let
Becca, Kelli, or Sharon know.

Everyone is invited to come to church on Sunday December
20 at 11:00 am, to hear our children sing and tell the story of
Jesus’ birth!
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Youth Programs at Erin

This year at Erin we are blessed to have two active youth
groups! Senior Highs, led by Becca Berry, have an average
of 10 or more youth weekly on Sunday evenings; and the
Middle School group, led by Jamie Webb, has been
averaging 8 or more attendees each week. What is unusual
about our groups is that they attract youth who aren’t
necessarily “Erin kids”; in other words, our youth are inviting
their friends to come and share faith, fellowship, and fun
together!

Our youth groups are designed to let the youth have
fellowship time together, to worship together, and to have
study time together. The meet at 5 pm on Sundays and
begin with a snack or meal that they bring and share; at
about 5:30 they gather in the sanctuary for worship; and from
about 6 until 7:30 they divide into age groups for study time.
Once a month they gather at local churches for fellowship
with other Presbyterian youth; and sometimes they do
service projects or fun activities. Retreats planned by the
Presbytery’s Youth Council happen in the fall and spring (and
we have 3 youth—Jenny Carter, Julia Hoskins, and Annie
Peretz-- on the Youth Council helping to plan those events!)
Senior Highs go to a Montreat Youth Conference each
summer, after spending the year doing service projects and
fund raisers to help cover their expenses.

Our youth live out their faith by singing in the choir, helping
with VBS, attending Sunday School and worship, being
active in dance, singing, and theater productions here, and
doing service in the community (both the Erin community and
the greater Knoxville community.) If you'd like to know more
about Erin’s youth programs, talk to Jamie or Becca—they'll
be glad to tell you all about it!

Christmas Eve

Our annual Christmas Eve Candlelight service tg
place on Thursday December™at 6.30PM. Child
Care will be provided.

This year, several of our Creative Expressions [gs(q
will be singing during the worship. As always, wélw
also sing traditional Christmas carols and hear
passages of scripture about the foretelling anahtey
surrounding Christ’s Birth.

Its a wonderful time of the year and a gre
opportunity to bring family and friends to con
o and sing joyful praises of ol

Savior's  Birth. We  would
C D encourage every one to invi
their neighbors, working

colleagues, and relatives to join
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L/»a at this beautiful service.

From the Christian Ed Coordinator

| am often asked the question, “what can | do to help
my child/ spouse/ friend, etc. grow in the Christian
faith? To me, the answer is simple: be a good
example!

Being a good example isn't easy—anyone who is a
parent or mentor or role model for someone else
knows this. But it is one of the most significant ways
we can influence the lives of those around us.

What does it mean to be a good example in the faith?
And, doesn’t Jesus tell us to “pray in secret” and not let
our right hand know what our left hand is doing? Well,
yes, it does say that in the gospels; but | think what he
means is that we're not supposed to brag about our
faith or use it to put ourselves above anyone else. God
doesn’t rank his children according to how fervently
they pray, or how many good works they do, or how
much money they give, and neither should we
compare ourselves and our faith life to others. In
reality, we can never do enough, give enough, or be
good enough to earn our way into God's good
graces—and we don't have to. God takes care of the
grace part for us!

But it is important that we practice our faith, well,
faithfully! It's important to worship God, to learn about
the history of God’s people, to explore what it means to
be faithful in the world today. And it's important to
invite others into that conversation as well. Parents:
you might not realize it, but you are the greatest
influence in your child’s life! So if you're not going to
worship and Sunday School, don’t expect your children
to do it on their own (especially if they rely on you to
drive them there!) But if you want them to grow up to
be active Christians, model that in your lives. Attend
worship and Sunday School consistently, giving it as
much importance by your actions as you do the other
things in your lives. For others, it can be as simple as
inviting friends to go to church with you. One of the
hardest things to do is visit a church for the first time—
especially by yourself—and the best way to show that
church is important to you is to invite someone along.
That way you can model faith for them without being
showy or by preachy—and perhaps reach someone
who really needs an example to follow.

During this Advent season, may you find the peace of
Christ who was, and is, and is to come!

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
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Sunday School at Erin
If you're here on Sunday mornings, you already know
this; but if you aren’t here let me tell you: we have lots
going on Sunday mornings at Erin!
Children from preschool to Senior Highs are using the
Akaloo Sunday School materials, which combine
lessons from the Bible with fun activities. This fall each
grade has had lessons built around Discovering the
Bible: What Happens in the Bible? (preK and
Kindergarten), What does the Bible teach me? (Grades
1 & 2), What are the parts of my Bible? (grades 3, 4,
and 5), What does the Bible say about power? (Middle
School) and How can the Bible help me? (Senior
Highs.) Currently all classes are doing a unit entitled
Experiencing God; other units to come in the winter
and spring are Becoming a Disciple, Celebrating
Church, and Embracing the World. Akaloo, from a
Greek word meaning “to follow”, is a curriculum
designed to not only impart Bible knowledge but also
help children make the connection between the Bible
and their own lives—what it means for them to be
disciples of Christ in their families, schools, and the
world. Parents may find out more about Akaloo on the
internet at www.akaloo.com; and with parent’s
permission kids can find activities and games there as
well!
Adult Sunday School classes include Connections
(John Stuart), Hard Sayings (John House), Java
Scripture , currently reading a book by John Ortberg
(Kim Jaynes), Lectionary Learnings—Young Adults
and Others (Charles Snodgrass) and Young at
Heart—using PCUSA “Present Word” materials (Don
Quinley).
If you're looking for a way to get to know the people at
church, to deepen your faith, or to challenge your mind,
come to Sunday School! If you want your children to
know God and have godly relationships with others,
bring them to Sunday School! It is truly one thing you
can do to make your life better!

“\';/_a\l;,.h_i o

LET'S DO
DINNER

WILL NOT MEET
in December due to the Holiday schedule — we wdl
you in January!

F

‘Tis The Season...

Join us for holiday
fellowship
opportunities!

First Wednesday Dinner- December 2nd
5:45pm Family Life Center
Call the church office to reserve your place by
Monday afternoon, Nov 30

“Hanging of the Greens”- Wednesday
December 2nd
6:30-8:30pm Sanctuary
Enjoy Christmas music and goodies as we pref
the church for the holiday season.
Child care provided

“Make ‘n Take” Christmas Earrings- Friday
December 11
8 pm — Noah’s Ark Room
Enjoy visiting while you make earrings to wear
give for the holidays.
Look for bulletin sign up sheet or call the offic

Caroling- Sunday December 20th
6pm — Family Life Center
Bring a plate of goodies to share as hungry
carolers return

Starting Anew!
10am - Saturday January 2
Share stories as we put away the holiday déc

haine

or

1%}

and plan for a fresh new year

Breadbreakers
Breadbreakers will not meet i
December due to the holiday hustl
and bustle...but we will be back in
January 2010! Look for information i

the next newsletter, and in the weekly church Hinllg
Have a save and happy Holiday!

The Erin Presbyterian Church News is published hignt
Comments and submissions are welcome. Please tsaftticlies by
Monday, January 25th for inclusion in the next month’s issu
Please send articles and/or calendar events viaaile-to
“admin@erinpresbyterian.org’.

1)
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The Fellowship Committee is currently taking orders
for poinsettias to be used to decorate the sanctuary for
Advent. The cost is $15 each, and the proceeds from
the sale will go toward the Erin Kitchen/Fellowship Hall
Renovation Projects. If you would like to order a
poinsettia to be placed in the sanctuary in memory, or
in honor of a loved one, please call the office (588-
5350) with the below information:

Name:

In memory of:
In honor of:

# of poinsettias purchased:

Amt. due:

Checks may be placed in the offering plate-please
note "Poinsettias" on check. The poinsettias may be picked
up following the worship service on Christmas Eve.
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CREATIVE EXPRESSIONS

SENIOR ADULT MINISTRY

SAM will have their Christmas dinner at
MiMi's Café (in Turkey Creek) on
December 10™ @ 3:00pm. If you plan on
attending, PLEASE let Maud or Helen
know by Sunday the 29 " so the
restaurant will have a definite number.

BODY RECALL

The last Body Recall class of 2009 will be Monday,
November 23! Immediately following our exercise
routine, we will have a party! We'll sip, chew and
swallow our way through goodies and good-for-

you snacks, while enjoying one another’s company

until we meet again.

Exercise is on your own until class is in full swin g
again on January 11, 2010. Same time, 4:00pm;
same days, Monday, Wednesday and Friday; same
place, Noah's Ark Room at Erin Presbyterian
Church.

The winter session will continue into spring, with a
break for Easter holidays, and classes will
continue through May.

We appreciate all the fun and
friendship, and look forward to
seeing all of you and some new

faces January 11 in the New Year.

Keep moving with a purpose!

Erin Photography Club

Beginning in January, | am going to start up a pgaphy
program for kids through the Creative Expressioissiry
at Erin. Itis my intention to include kids aget-18, though
exceptions for slightly younger kids might be madea per-
case basis. We will meet from 4:00 till 5:00 om8ays,
and we will have one field trip a month on a Satyrd

My intent is to teach one or perhaps two differasypects of
photography each week. These will include technica
compositional, and computer/editing facets of image
making. A major focus will be the natural worlddaan
appreciation of God'’s creation, but we will explonest
major areas of photography as well. We will usuafiend
some time during our meetings shooting, and kidshave
an assignment for the week based on what we céver.
will also examine some of those images the follgwin
week(s). | am thinking that we will be able to gpta
presence on Flickr where the kids will be abledstgheir
images and share them with one another and othéeswill
also have occasion to have prints made and hopefull
display some of these images someplace at Erintsoese

Joe Jaynes has agreed to work on this with methetavill
probably be sufficient for our weekly meetings. wéwer,
we will probably need additional adults for fietips. For
field trips | would like to have 1 adult for evefykids; that
is pretty much what car-pooling will have to lodkg,
anyway. So if we have more than 8 kids on a twig will
need additional adults. Field trips will be eitlaehalf or
whole day, depending on our destination. | expeaty
will be to the mountains but some will also be dtown
and other closer locations. Hiking will probably # miles
round trip at the max, usually not that far.

Even though we will not start until January, | eient to
announce this before Christmas in case a camerta ivég
one of the things under the tree. However, cargeaa can
be expensive. No need to get carried away; | wootd
expect you to buy the best stuff out there. Camweilh not
have to be fancy, but in order to fully participateey will
have to be digital. Also, cameras with the abii@yse
manual control will be strongly encouraged. A DSafRany|
kind would be great, but point and shoots that lhee
ability to function manually are fine.

More information will be forthcoming as
things shape up. Feel free to contact m
with any questions that come up.

John C. House

jchphd@comcast.net
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Journey Sevenbegins Wednesday, Dec. 2, 6:30-7
pm! Led by Suzanne Curtis Campbell, J-7 is
Christian-based drama and movement program
middle school youth interested in taking their agti
skills, as well as their faith, to the next levehe group
will work on shorter drama pieces suitable

30

a
for

for

performance during worship services, at commuhity

events, and at other venues around the area with
sets or props. Emphasis is placed on flexibilityl
fun. Middle school is a time of transition and \gtb
and that's what J-7 is all about!
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PRESBYTERY UPDATE

On Tuesday August 4, 2009 the quarterly meeting of the
Presbytery of East Tennessee, convened at Fountain City
church.

The Reverend Max Reddick issued a welcome and
explained the variety of community mission
activities conducted at Fountain City Pres. There are many
outreach activities, some in cooperation with other entities.

The town hall meetings that were conducted across the
presbytery during the summer months were discussed.
Many recommendations were offered. More deliberation of
the results is forthcoming.

Action items: After much discussion, Bre Payne was
elected the executive director of camp John Knox.

Wayne Carter and Elizabeth Wilson - Farragut, Katina
Sharp and Charles Snodgrass completed the Lay Pastor
training, and were confirmed as Lay Pastors in the
Presbytery of East Tennessee (PET)

Submitted by Sonja DuBois

STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY
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November Stewardship Figures PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE WEEK OF
November 29, 2009
Jan1- Janl- MILITARY SERVICE
Nov 24, 09 Nov 24, 08 Joseph McLeodson of Allyson Streckfuss)
Income Todd Breassealéson of Loretta Breasseale)
Cap. Camp. 38,935.00 0.00 Brian Alger (brother of Susan Hannah)
Bequests 2,000.00 33,146.05 Jamey Waterggrandson of Ruth White’s cousin)
Creative Exp 6,027.50 5,291.80 Andrew Alger(nephew of Susan Hannah)
Property 19,200.31  22,447.00 Don Gunter
Discipleship 6,531.02  7,138.58 TENNESSEE
Fellowship 8,447.86  7,189.00 Hillary Simpson _
Stewardship 829.51 873.50 Colg I—!ammond(young friend of the Vowells)
Memorial 2,454.00 220.00 Marjorie Swanner
Outreach 11,354.50  13,344.75 Q'QaaBSr;er?gg‘rt]Opf
S\f;/ermgs 317’223:;: 290";?;:38 Bett_y Davy(mother of Sharon Carter)
Worship 140.50 630.00 gEEFQOSRaI\rl] :f:’
Total Income 414,399.20 381,450.98 Linda Gaspar(sister of Dave Leckie)
SOUTH CAROLINA
Expense Sara Mantle(friend of Sara Leckie)
Creative Exp 16,039.16  16,171.83 VIRGINIA
Property 104,540.13  59,792.77 Ted Ambrose and Familgbrother of Estelle Duncan)
Discipleship 20,438.72  22,823.47 HESHY #H&
Fellowship 8,713.89  11,833.14 Dorothy Burns(aunt of Allyson McLeod Streckfuss)
Outreach 38,183.69  45,666.68 ') %+
Stewardship 133,755.33  99,513.79 Robert Cuttgfriend of Ray and Donna Schall)
Worship 2,981.39 3,668.15 MINNESOTA
Pastoral Scott Pap(cousin of Nancy Berry)
Ministry 99,686.63  94,447.75 NEW YORK
Memorials 2,618.72 2,664.70 Louise Josephsoiffriend of Suzanne Hickman)
Session 1,121.43 571.46 SCOTLAND
PW 332.25 228.00 Phamie Young- aunt of John Stuart
Payroll 0.00 500.00
Total Expense 428,411.34 357,881.74 Non-Profit
U.S. Postage PAID
-14,012.14  23,569.24 Knoxville, TN
Permit #261
ERIN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
200 Lockett Road Phone: (865) 588-5350
Knoxville, TN Fax: (865) 584-75
37919-4808 www.ErinPresbyterian.org




