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ERIN PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH NEWS 

 

February 2010 
 
 

Mark 14:7 - The poor you will always have with 
you, and you can help them any time you want. 
 
Dear Friends,  
 

The devastation in Haiti is hard to comprehend. 
Even charity agencies and mission workers feel 
completely helpless by what has occurred. Richard 
Stearns, the President of World Vision, who has 
been on many missions for years said this: "I 
thought I was prepared, but when I got there, I 
was just overwhelmed." 
 

The need of the Haitian people is great. They are 
amongst the poorest people in the world. Many 
Christian missions have been working in Haiti for 
decades. This horrifying earthquake has 
completely set back much of the progress that 
those missions have accomplished. 
 

In the midst of our own renovations, I wondered 
how we could help the people of Haiti. For the 
past several weeks, I’ve been scouring mission 
sites and news agencies trying to find 
organizations that we could support. It’s going to 
take decades before the Haitian people can get 
back to where they were, so it’s going to take us 
years to be focused on how we can give money 
and resources in aid. 
 

Firstly, our own denomination has its own 
international relief organization. It’s called 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, PDA for short. 
Almost a quarter of a million dollars has already 
been sent to Haiti via the agency. They hope to 
raise that to $500,000 in the near future. Our 
church has already contributed about $700 and we 
hope to bring that up to several thousands. 
 

Secondly, I wanted to help our church kids 
understand how important it is to help people in 
need over a long time. On Sunday 24th January I 
handed them each a piece of paper with six special 

drawings on it.  The drawings were of a 
washcloth, soap, comb, toothbrush, toothpaste, 
and shampoo. These are all necessary items for 
hygiene kits that a Haitian orphanage mission is 
collecting in South Dakota. For the next six 
weeks, our kids and all our worshippers will be 
asked to bring in an item for the kit. The following 
items are needed on the listed dates: 
 

Jan 31  Washcloth Feb 7   Soap  
Feb 14  Comb             Feb 21 Toothbrush    
Feb 28  Toothpaste   Mar 7  Shampoo 
 

Boxes will be placed in the narthex for church 
members and the church kids will have a box in 
the sanctuary. As the families come down for the 
Children’s sermon, the kids will be able to drop 
their items in a box. 
 

It doesn’t seem that much to us, but when an 
orphaned child in Haiti receives these items, he or 
she will feel loved and hopeful. And isn’t that why 
Christ established His Church in the first place? 
Spreading the Good News of the Gospel isn’t just 
about words; it’s also about loving our neighbors 
and helping the poor. 
 

I hope that you will all continue to support Haiti 
throughout this year. Look out for new 
opportunities to help in our future worship 
bulletins and newsletters. 
 

May God bless us all. 
 

John 
 

 

 
Happy 
Valentine’s 
Day 
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                         February Sundays 
 

February 7 
Communion 

Isaiah 6:1-8 & Luke 5:1-11 
“Go Away from Me, Lord!” 

 
February 14 

Transfiguration of the Lord 
Psalm 23:1-6 & 1 Corinthians 13:1-11 

“Valentine’s Day” 
 

February 21 
1st Sunday in Lent 

Psalm 91:9-16 & Luke 4:1-13 
“The Devil’s Work” 

 
February 28 

2nd Sunday in Lent 
Psalm 27:1-6 & Luke 9:28-36 

“A Real Change” 
 
 

PW NEWS 
 

 

Circles – .W. News -  Circle 2 will 
meet Monday, February 8th at 7:00 
PM at Mary Scarbrough's house.  
Circle 4 will meet in the Noah's Ark 
room on Tuesday, Feb. 9th at 10:00 

AM.  Hope to see you all then. 
 
 

PWomen will be collecting cakes for Lakeshore 
Sunday, Feb. 14, a change from the 
usual November collection. The cakes are put in 
the freezer to celebrate patient's birthdays and also 
to celebrate milestones achieved by the patients.  
Cakes can be bought or 
homemade.  If homemade, cakes 
should be wrapped for the freezer.  
We challenge men to participate in 
this project as well. 

 

February Birthdays 
(This may not be an accurate list and some names may 

be missing. If so, please accept our apologies) 
 

Ginger Thompson    February 2 
Randy Bishop     February 5 
Sonja Funk                                    February 7 
Betty McHargue                February 8           
Eva Quinley                                  February 10  
Dan Gibbs                                     February 13 
David McKay                             February 17 
Marc Miller                             February 19 
Cecilia Stinnett                             February 19 
Anna McKay                                February 20 
Gant Dunaway                              February 22 
McLain Miller                             February 24 
Craig Stapleton                             February 24   
Mike Cate February 27  
Aaron Sharp February 27  
Harter Crisp February 28  
Robbie Levering February 28  
Gaevin Miller February 28  

 
First Days of March 
Kim Jaynes             March 1 
Jane Yancey             March 1 
Kristi Bailes             March 2 
Erika Lickliter             March 3 
Kari Matthews             March 3 
Katy Smith             March 5 
 

  Your birthday not listed? 
Please call the office at 588-5350. 

 
 

KC schools will be closed  
Monday February 15 for 
Presidents’ Day 
 
 
 
Copyright © 2009 Erin Presbyterian Church. Permission to reprint 

is hereby granted provided this copyright notice is included. 
 
 
The Erin Presbyterian Church News is published monthly.  
Comments and submissions are welcome.  Please submit articles by 
Monday, February 22 for inclusion in the next month’s issue.  
Please send articles and/or calendar events via e-mail to 
“admin@erinpresbyterian.org”.   
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SENIOR ADULT MINISTRY 
 
 

 SAM had a record 
turnout of 42 for our 
lunch program Jan. 20.  
Dr. William Bass, well-
known forensic  
anthropologist  (as in 

TV’S “Bones”) and mystery writer, always keeps 
us aghast with some of his cases.  And his sense of 
humor (as well as some audience comments) kept 
us laughing.  We had several visitors, who were 
avid fans of his mystery novels. 
 
Dr. Bass signed books, had copies of several of his 
novels available, and said his latest book, The 
Bone Thief, will be out in March.   We also took 
up an offering for Haiti relief, which totaled $101.  
That is being added to the church’s contribution to 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance for Haiti. 
 
We hope to see many new (and not necessarily 
“senior”) folks at our lunch Thursday, Feb. 18.  
Our artistic pastor – John - will be demonstrating 
how he creates those colorful stained glass-like 
pictures on the computer.  His latest works look 
less “naïf” and more picturesque!  Computer-
generated art may be a great past-time for you, 
too. 
  
The SAM meeting Feb. 18 will start with lunch at 
noon.  Bring your own lunch & drink.  We provide 
dessert.  John’s program will begin about 12:30.   
SAM Council meets at 10:45.  The meeting will 
be in the Family Life Center, due to Creative 
Expressions’ several-week need for the Noah’s 
Ark room. 

 
BODY RECALL 

 
Class is in full swing - same time, 

4:00pm; same days, Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday; same 

place, Noah’s Ark Room at Erin 
Presbyterian Church. 

Keep moving with a purpose! 

 
 

DISCIPLESHIP 
����

 NEWS 
MOPS will meet on Thursday, February 11 and 25,  
from 9:30-11:30 am in the Family Life Center.  Come 
join us in starting up in the New Year! 

 
 

Youth Ministry News: 
 

Souper Bowl of Caring 
The Sr. Highs will be taking up money for the 
annual Souper Bowl of Caring- a nationwide 
collection taken on Super Bowl Sunday. Usually, 
the money is used to support a local food ministry, 
but because of the great need, the Sr. Highs have 
chosen to send the money to the Presbyterian 
Disaster Assistance fund to be used to Haiti relief. 
Sr. Highs will be taking up money as you exit the 
sanctuary and the church on Sunday, February 7th. 
We ask that you prayerfully consider giving to this 
great event! 
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Youth Summit is March 5-7. 
All high schoolers who are 
interested need to turn in 
their form and money to the 

church office by Wednesday, February 17th. Late 
registrations will not be accepted. I hope everyone 
attends- Youth Summit is always a lot of fun! If 
you lost your original form, there are extras in the 
box on Becca's office door, or can be found at the 
website: http://www.presbyteryeasttn.org/ 
 
Montreat  
Sr. Highs will be attending Montreat July 11-17, 
2010. If the office has still not received your 
deposit, it must be in as soon as possible to 
guarantee your  spot!  

 
Sunday School: Connections 
On Sunday mornings, the pastor teaches a 45 
minute class called “Connections.” About 25 
people participate in the discussions. In the past 
the group has discussed best selling books like 
“The Shack,” “Mere Christianity,” and the 
“Purpose Driven Life.” The pastor also teaches a 
series of themes throughout the year which have 
included healing, the faith of past presidents, and 
Gospel stories. 
Currently, the group are participating in a new 
series called “Losing My Religion.” It’s all about 
the major misconceptions that people have about 
Christianity and how to defend our faith against its 
detractors. For the time being, our Senior High 
students have joined the study, giving the class a 
valid insight into the faith and peer pressures of 
our young people. 
The class starts at 9.45 AM on Sundays and is 
usually held in the Noah’s Ark Room. All are 
welcome to attend. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday Night Bible Study 
This informal group usually meets in the church 
parlor from 7.15pm until 8.30pm. There are 
twelve to fifteen regular attendees who gather 
together to discuss various books and watch faith 
based videos throughout the year. In 2009, the 
group viewed a series of programs about the First 
Christians, discussed episodes of the Naked 
Archaeologist, talked about best selling books 
“The Shack”, “A New Earth”, and “Your God is 
Too Small.” 
Currently the group is on a hiatus whilst the parlor 
is renovated, but when they return, they’ll be 
discussing the new best selling book “The Reason 
for God” by Timothy Keller. Watch for details in 
future newsletters for when the MNBS will 
recommence in 2009! 
 
 
Wednesday Night: Table Talk 
Starting in February, the pastor will begin teaching 
a new series for men called “Treat me Like a 
Customer.” It’s based on a new book by Louis 
Upkins, who is a business man living in Franklin, 
Tennessee. The book’s foreword best describes 
what will be discussed by the pastor. 
Do you feel as though you’re doing everything 
right to provide for your family but sense a 
growing distance between you and those you love 
the most? According to entrepreneur Louis 
Upkins, you may be doing all the right things, but 
in the wrong order. Using a simple customer 
service principle, you can learn how to be just as 
successful at home as you are at work. Fulfill your 
calling as a parent and spouse by doing what you 
do so well at work. 
This new series will begin in the Heritage Room 
on Wednesdays at 6.30pm, commencing on 
February 3rd. All men are welcome. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Erin Choir Needs YOU -- for Easter! 
The Choir is planning to "sing big" during Holy Week this year, and we need as many voices as we can get.  
If joining the choir regularly just won't fit in your schedule, please consider singing with us on Palm Sunday, 
Maundy Thursday, and/or Easter to help us fill the sanctuary with song during Holy Week. 
Your voice will be welcome in every section: soprano, alto, tenor, and bass.  No formal vocal training is 
required ... just enthusiasm for singing. And we welcome all ages, from senior high school students to senior 
adults! 
Please plan to practice with us each Wed. night during March, from 7:30-8:30 pm, to make Holy Week a 
Song-filled experience. Thanks!  



February 2010                           Erin Presbyterian Church           Page 5 

From the CE Coordinator 
 
Even though Christmas and New Year’s aren’t 
long behind us, Lent is just around the corner!  
The two major seasons of our church year seem 
to come so close together—we just barely get 
through with celebrating the birth of Jesus, when 
we must remember his suffering and death.  But, 
we also get to celebrate again, because the good 
news causes us to focus not on that death, but on 
the resurrection that followed.  Still, it can seem 
like a whirlwind from one season to another 
unless we take the time to reflect on all that is 
bound up in these two seasons.  It’s a great time 
to join a Sunday School class, come to Monday 
night Bible study, come to Wednesday night, 
come to worship--- although our building is in 
disarray right now due to the  construction, many 
opportunities are still there for study and 
fellowship. 
   
This is an important time of year to redouble our 
efforts in getting together around the Word. Many 
people at this time of year suffer from SAD—
Seasonal Affective Disorder—due to the low light 
exposure this time of year.  Our weather doesn’t 
help sometimes either—it’s been so cold and 
rainy and dreary that it can really affect our mood 
and keep us from wanting to do anything. Our 
congregation has also suffered some difficulties 
here during the first part of the year—the loss of 
oldest member, Marjorie Swanner and  our dear 
friend Darryl Hickman, as well as Gary 
Blackburn’s stroke—dealing with the grief and 
loss might also make it difficult for us to cope right 
now. But this is where we find our strength—in the 
fellowship times we have together, and the 
classes we have together; places where we can 
share our suffering, our sorrow, our emotional 
struggles and so forth. Each of us has a place at 
Erin where we can find comfort—we may just not 
know where that place is yet! 
 

I encourage each of you to take time to 
contemplate the journey from Jesus’ birth to his 
resurrection this time of year; to resist the 
darkness and walk in the light of fellowship and 
study, finding strength and solace in the Word of 
God and the life of Christ.   
 

����������	
��
 

FELLOWSHIP 
 

LET’S DO 
DINNER 
WILL MEET  
February 2 @ 5:15pm for a delicious dinner at 
Calhoun’s (Turkey Creek). Please contact Helen 
to RSVP at 986-8711. See you then!  

 
 

The Loaves & 
Fishes Experience 
April 16, 17, 2010 
Sequoyah Hills PC 

 
 

Our presbytery's biennial event organized to equip 
and inspire its participants will take place in 
Knoxville, at the Sequoyah Hills Presbyterian 
Church – April 16 & 17, 2010. 
 

GA Moderator Bruce Reyes-Chow will be the 
Keynote speaker and Rev. Rhashell D. Hunter, 
GA's Director of Racial Ethnic and Women's 
Ministries will be the Keynote Preacher.  Rev. 
Chip Andrus will serve as worship/ music leader 
for the event. 
 

Besides inspiring worship, times for fellowship, a 
bookstore, many displays and a hospitable setting, 
Loaves & Fishes will be offering dozens of 
workshops. As in years past Loaves & Fishes will 
bring us leaders who will inspire us on such topics 
as Christian Education, Congregational 
Transformation, Evangelism, Mission 
opportunities, Stewardship, Youth 
ministry, pastoral leadership and much more. 
There will also be  several classes which will be 
just fun and interesting to take, like photography, 
going “green, ” using today's technology, etc.   
 
Information is available in the church narthex or 
contact Jennifer Gahan, gahans@comcast,net; 
909-0633 for more information. 

 
 

DON’T  FORGET  TO  BRING  YOUR  
WASHCLOTHS  SUN. JAN. 31 

FOR  THE  HAITI  HYGIENE  KITS 
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Kitchen Duty - Erin Style!   
Ever dream of working in a state-of-the-art 
kitchen?  Do you get excited about shiny, new 
appliances? If so, the big Erin Kitchen Reveal will 
be here soon!   
 

We’re on schedule to open for the Brandon Easter 
Breakfast. If you feel passionate about cooking or 
feel right at home in a kitchen, we invite you to 
join us in preparation of this special meal.  
  
We’ll be cooking on a gas range, storing food in 
our commercial stainless steel refrigerator, 
cleaning pots in deep, stainless sinks, and washing 
dishes and glasses in our commercial slide-
through dishwasher- that’s right, we’re going 

GREEN…no more eating from 
Styrofoam plates!   
For details about other surprises 
in our new kitchen and to be a 
part of the excitement, talk to 
Pat Wallin, 588-0219.  

 
 

 

Breadbreakers 
Breadbreakers will meet 
February 20 @ 6:30 pm. 
Contact Suzanne Levering for 
more information. To sign up, call 
the office at 588-5350, or fill out a sign-up sheet 
in the Sunday bulletin. Child care is available 
upon request. 

�
�

BEAT THE WINTER DOLDRUMS! 
SATURDAY, MARCH 6th FROM 6:30-8:30 

 
WE’LL HAVE POPCORN, SOFT 
DRINKS, PRIZES AND LOTS OF 
FUN. LEADERS WILL BE ON 
HAND FOR…. 
 
Mexican Train Dominos     Texas Hold ‘em 
Cranium Cadoo                   Spoons 
Canasta                                Apples to Apples 
 
*Childcare available for children under 5.  Look 
for sign-ups in the February bulletins. 

OUTREACH 
 

The Outreach Team decided to change our 
meeting date/time to the first Tuesday of the 
month at 6:30 pm.  We hope this enables more 
people to come to the meetings.   The next 
meeting is February 2. 
In laying out our budget for 2010, we added three 
new mission beneficiaries:   Friends of Literacy 
and Florence Crittenton Agency (discussed 
below), and Near East School of Theology.    
   

 

The Florence Crittenton Agency is a residential 
treatment facility devoted to enable young people 
to achieve their highest potential.  There, young 
people receive the simple gift of hope.   
 

To answer this need, the agency provides a safe 
haven for residential youth that is specially 
designed to provide adolescent girls and boys 
safety and opportunity.  They find foster homes, 
care for youth who are reunited with their 
families, provide programs to manage newborns 
and infants, and conduct in-school programs to 
educate youth on teen pregnancy and parenting 
skills.  Other efforts address coping with domestic 
violence and the dangers of drug use.   
 

In the past two years we have awarded our 
congregational portion of the Pentecost Offering 
to this agency, and the Outreach Team feels that 
this organization, which is effective in bringing 
positive change to troubled youth, deserves 
support through our annual outreach budget. 

 
 

Please check your closets 
  

Are there any gently used 
shoes, sandals or sneakers you can donate to the 
folks in Haiti? We can use both children's and 
adult sizes. Please tie them together in pairs.  
There will be a box in the narthex for the next 
couple of weeks. 
  

Thank you so much for caring.  
 
 



February 2010                           Erin Presbyterian Church           Page 7 

Friends of Literacy 
Erin Outreach Team will be supporting Friends of 
Literacy (FOL) this year by purchasing instructional 
materials for their New Readers Class. FOL is a not-
for-profit, Knoxville based organization that offers 
year-round daytime and evening adult education 
classes.  
 
All classes are taught by volunteers who are trained to 
work with adults struggling with reading - here are a 
few of their profiles: 
 
"Ruby"- A sweet woman in her 50's who came to class 
last year knowing only the alphabet. She attends 
classes twice a week and can now read on a first -
second grade level. Her teachers can always count on 
her enthusiasm for learning! 
 
"Douglas" - An older gentlemen who also attends class 
two times each week. He does this after riding the city 
bus and climbing three flights of stairs with his 
portable oxygen supply. He joined the class to better 
understand what he reads in his Bible. 
 
"Amy- A beautiful young woman who carries a small 
notebook with her throughout the day to write down 
words she does not recognize or understand so that her 
teachers can explain them to her during class. She does 
this despite ridicule from family members who tell her 
she is wasting her time going to "that dummy class" 
and that she will never be smart enough to earn her 
GED. 
 
These are just of few of the stories of Knoxville 
citizens learning to read through Friends of Literacy. 
To learn more about FOL or to 
become a volunteer please check 
out their web site at  
www.friendsofliteracy.org or e-
mail them at 
info@friendsofliteracy.org.  

 
 

STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY 
 
 

On February 17th we will join Christians around 
the world in observing the season of Lent.  Lent is 
a deeply spiritual time as we reflect on the 
tremendous love and sacrifice of Jesus for us so 
that we might have forgiveness of sins, life and 
salvation.  The price of our redemption was 

overwhelming. As Jesus Himself said, “Greater 
love has no one than this, that he lay down his 
life for his friends.” (John 15:13 NIV) 
 

What a time of spiritual growth the season of Lent 
can be for us as we strive to spend our lives and 
resources on things that really matter and last 
beyond our lifetimes.  God’s redeemed stewards 
want to make this world a better place because we 
have been here.  May the love and sacrifice of 
Jesus so impress us that we will want to reach out 
in loving and sacrificial ways. 
 

“God’s redeemed and maturing stewards do the 
right things for the right reasons and strive for 
excellence in all they do.” 
  

The Stewardship Team 
 
 

January Stewardship Figures 
 

   
Jan 1 - 
28, 10 

Jan 1 - 
28, 09 

 Income   

  
Creative 
Exp 0.00 350.00 

  Property  0.00 1,255.00 
  Discipleship  0.00 305.00 
  Fellowship  107.00 874.00 
  Stewardship  0.04 33.86 
  Memorial  240.00 125.00 
  Outreach  790.01 200.00 
  Offerings 20,117.87 26,484.00 
 Total Income 21,254.92 29,626.86 

 Expense   

  
Creative 
Exp 557.00 445.00 

  Property 2,713.32 5,862.14 
  Discipleship 116.91 223.20 
  Fellowship 359.36 791.45 
  Outreach  600.00 41.11 
  Stewardship  11,131.12 7,551.95 
  Worship  694.76 285.95 
  Pastoral 8,671.28 8,822.87 
  Memorials 76.10 469.40 
  Session 0.00 54.32 

 Total Expense 24,919.85 24,547.39 

Net Income -3,664.93  5,079.47 
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PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE WEEK OF 
January 31, 2010 
TENNESSEE 
Gary Blackburn 
Fred Keller 
Maggie Russell (friend of Jim & Jane Brannon) 
Cindy Hogman (friend of Mary & David Frierson) 
Jody Oody (mother of Patty Briton Pierce) 
Celia Clifford (friend of Eva Quinley) 
Bob Hoover 
Ann Long (friend of Bud & Lora Yard)    
Cole Hammond  
Alma Siedentopf 
Mae Brandon  
Betty Davy (mother of Sharon Carter) 
Marion Sanks 
 
 
��������������������������������������������  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ERIN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  
200 Lockett Road             Phone:  (865) 588-5350 
Knoxville, TN                      Fax:  (865) 584-7775 
37919-4808              www.ErinPresbyterian.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
CALIFORNIA  
Linda Gaspar (sister of Dave Leckie)  
SOUTH CAROLINA  
Sara Mantle (friend of Sara Leckie)  
�������� �
Robert Cutts (friend of Ray and Donna Schall) 
OHIO  
Steve Rak (friend of Jim & Ginger Thompson) 
MILITARY SERVICE  
Joseph McLeod (son of Allyson Streckfuss) 
Todd Breasseale (son of Loretta Breasseale) 
Brian Alger (brother of Susan Hannah) 
Jamey Waters (grandson of Ruth White’s cousin) 
Andrew Alger (nephew of Susan Hannah) 
Don Gunter 
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Thank you for your prayers, concern, and cards during my recent surgery and recovery. 
Pat Sexton 


