ERIN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
MARCH 29TH, 2020
FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT

“IF YOU HAD BEEN THERE”
John Stuart pastor@erinpresbyterian.org
April Cyr admin@erinpresbyterian.org
Joy Bornhoeft cec@erinpresbyterian.org

Farrah Linkous flinkyb@hotmail.com
Nancy Berry berrygal16@gmail.com
Joe Jaynes webmaster@erinpresbyterian.org

SUNDAY, MARCH 29
MONDAY, MARCH 30
7:30pm AA
TUESDAY, MARCH 31
Glenda King’s Birthday
6:15pm AA
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1
NO WND or Events

THIS WEEK’S PRAYER REQUESTS
Mary Vinge
Brian Leckie
Elizabeth Turk
If you would like to receive prayer requests
on our email prayer chain please send an
email to admin@erinpresbyterian.org
and we’ll add you to the list.

THURSDAY, APRIL 2
FRIDAY, APRIL 3
8:00PM AA
SATURDAY, APRIL 4

Erin Presbyterian
Church
Come see our Facebook
Erin Community Page!
@erinpreschurch
April is answering
phones from home
between the hours of
9AM-3PM
865.588.5350

Please keep in mind the on-going
expenses of our church and people.
Even though we cannot b there in-person, we can all
contribute our pledge, tithes, and gifts by doing so
securely online through our website at this link:
https://www.simplechurchgiving.net/app/giving/erinpres

You may also mail your gift via
check to the church office at:
Erin Presbyterian Church
200 Lockett Rd.
Knoxville, TN 37919
Thank you for your faithfulness and love,
encouragement and support.

MEETING WITH THE PASTOR
To schedule a personal meeting or house call,
contact the church office at 588-5350, or directly
on his cell (865) 454-3942 but please be sure to
leave a voicemail if he cannot answer.
Email pastor@erinpresbyterian.org

MONDAY

FOLLOW-UP READINGS
TUESDAY
WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

Psalm 7:1-7

Psalm 8:1-9

Psalm 9:1-10

Psalm 9:11-20

Mark 3:1-19

Mark 3:20-35

Mark 4:1-20

Mark 4:21-41

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

Psalm 10:1-9

Psalm 10:10-18

Psalm 118:19-29

Mark 5:1-20

Mark 5:21-43

Matthew 21:1-11

BIBLE VERSE OF THE WEEK
John 11:35 Jesus wept.
It’s the shortest verse in the Bible, but it is also one of the deepest spiritually.
Those two words tell us all about the love that Jesus held in His heart for His
friend Lazarus. Christ was stung by the separation of death which means that He
had very personal feelings for all of the people Jesus loved. He wasn’t a distant
heavenly being sent on a mission to fix a broken world; Christ was fully involved in
the lives and heartbreaks of the people He knew.
No matter what we face, Jesus will be with us. He won’t abandon us to our fears
or grief, our confusion or loss. He will feel exactly what we feel, so whether we
laugh or weep, Jesus will do that, too. He is not only God’s Son, but He is also our
Beloved Brother.
CONGREGATION UPDATES
For however long we’re doing church from home, this section will be available
for those who become ill and need prayer and encouragement.
If you find yourself as part of that group, please let Pastor Stuart know:
865-454-3942 or pastor@erinpresbyterian.org
Feel free to contact April at admin@erinpresbyterian.org or 865-588-5350
to let her know and we’ll get you on the list so we can all be praying for one
another.
Please feel free to send cards and emails to your church family members who
are on this list. We ALL need support and loving-kindness during this time.

Service of Worship
for the Lord’s Day
March 29, 2020
*Those who are able, please stand.
This week’s prayers are written by Pastor Stuart.

ANNOUNCEMENTS & A WORD OF WELCOME
CALL TO WORSHIP
Pastor: We gather together in our homes and welcome the holy presence of the
Lord.
People: The Lord watches over us and delights in our praise.
Pastor: May we blessed with God’s love and filled with Christ’s peace. Amen.
*HYMN “Blessed Assurance”
PRAYERS OF ADORATION AND CONFESSION
Guide: Almighty God, Creator of the Universe and Sustainer of Life, we approach
You today, offering our devotion and praise. Although we are all apart from one
another physically, You keep us connected spiritually. We thank You for this sacred
time of worship for we are blessed with Your grace.
People: Merciful Lord, in these difficult times we confess to being fearful and
anxious. We do not know what lies ahead and that makes us afraid. Sometimes
we doubt Your power to save us or we allow anger to hurt our loved ones. We
cry out for help and fear the worst. We selfishly sin and care less about those
around us. We are foolish and frail, stubborn and sinful. Forgive us as we silently
confess our faults to You.
- Silent Confessions Guide: Gracious Father, we humbly thank You for the pardon of our sins which Jesus has obtained for us. He sacrificed His perfect life so imperfect people like us
can be forgiven and restored to Your Holy Love. We are eternally indebted to
Christ our Savior, so we unite our spirits with Him through His words: Our Father…
The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors)
PROMISE OF THE GOSPEL
Guide: Jesus is the healer of the World and the Forgiver of our sins. He reconnects
us to God and restores us to His Kingdom forever, so let us be truly thankful that
Christ is our Savior and Lord, both now and forevermore. Amen.

*GLORIA PATRI (Sung in Unison) Hymn #581 “Glory be to the Father, and to the
Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen. Amen.
PRAYERS FOR HEALTH AND HEALING
Pastor: Gracious God, in this difficult crisis, bless us with Your care. We are fearful
of getting ill and are isolating ourselves from any harm. We know that our future
is in your hands, so we pray that You will bless us with Your healing love.
People: Loving Lord, we are thinking about our loved ones and friends, the people of this congregation and the folks in our community. We humbly ask that
You will keep each and every one of them safe from any sickness and defended
from any disease. Take away our dread and fill us with faith; diminish our fears
and fill us with peace. Hear us now as we quietly pray.
- Silent prayers for others and ourselves Pastor: Almighty Father, embrace us with compassion and surround us with Your
love. In Christ’s Name, we pray. Amen.
* “O LORD, HAVE MERCY” aka “KYRIE ELEISON” (sung in unison)…………...….#578
O Lord, have mercy. O Lord, have mercy.
O Lord, have mercy. Have mercy on us.
O Christ, have mercy. O Christ, have mercy.
O Christ, have mercy. Have mercy on us.
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Reader: Holy Spirit, may these sacred scriptures speak to our hearts and fill us
with hope. In the Name of Jesus, we pray. Amen.
SCRIPTURE READING (Congregation reads aloud the verses in bold type)
PSALM 130:1-8
1-2 Out of the depths I cry to you, Lord; Lord, hear my voice. Let your ears be
attentive to my cry for mercy.
3-4 If you, Lord, kept a record of sins, Lord, who could stand? But with you there
is forgiveness, so that we can, with reverence, serve you.
5-6 I wait for the Lord, my whole being waits, and in his word, I put my hope. I
wait for the Lord more than watchmen wait for the morning, more than watchmen wait for the morning.
7-8 Israel, put your hope in the Lord, for with the Lord is unfailing love and with
him is full redemption. He himself will redeem Israel from all their sins.
ALL: This is the Word of the Lord. Amen.

JOHN 11:17-37
17-19 On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for
four days. Now Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem, and many neighbors had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them in the loss of their brother.
20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but
Mary stayed at home.
21-22 “Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not
have died. But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.”
23-24 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” Martha answered, “I know
he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.”
25-26 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die; and whoever lives by believing in me
will never die. Do you believe this?”
27 “Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of
God, who is to come into the world.”
28-29 After she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary aside. “The
Teacher is here,” she said, “and is asking for you.” When Mary heard this, she got
up quickly and went to him.
30-31 Now Jesus had not yet entered the village, but was still at the place where
Martha had met him. When the neighbors who had been with Mary in the
house, comforting her, noticed how quickly she got up and went out, they followed her, supposing she was going to the tomb to mourn there.
32 When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet
and said, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.”
33-34 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her
also weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. “Where have you laid
him?” he asked. “Come and see, Lord,” they replied.
35 Jesus wept.
36-37 Then the neighbors said, “See how he loved him!” But some of them said,
“Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from
dying?”
ALL: Thanks be to God. Amen.

MESSAGE………..........“IF YOU HAD BEEN THERE”……...........Rev. John Stuart, Pastor

*OFFERING (Sung in Unison).…....“God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending”….....#716
God, Whose giving knows no ending, from Your rich and endless store,
Nature’s wonder, Jesus’ wisdom, Costly cross, grave’s shattered door:
Open wide our hands in sharing, as we heed Christ’s ageless call,
Healing, teaching, and reclaiming, serving You by loving all.
*DEDICATION (Unison) Lord Jesus, we are called to be Your Church in our homes,
around our neighborhood, and across our community. Take our gifts and bless
them to the ministry and mission that You have called Erin Presbyterian to fulfill.
In Your Holy Name, we gratefully give and pray. Amen.
*HYMN “What A Friend We Have In Jesus”
*BENEDICTION (Unison) May Christ always be beside us to offer His comfort and
peace; may the Father continually watch and care for each one of us; and may
the Holy Spirit teach us the true meaning of worship so that we may glorify the
One, Triune, and Living God, both now and evermore. Amen.
*PRAISE GOD, FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS FLOW.........................................#609
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God all creatures high and low.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise God in Jesus fully known: Creator, Word and Spirit one.
Alleluia, alleluia, Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

ERIN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH VISION STATEMENT
Unified in Christ, we actively seek
to create harmony in a diverse community
through compassion, mutual respect and love.

Connor Quinn
Katie Bailes
Carolyn Gahan
Madeline Blanchette
Sarah McKay
Garrett Pittman
David and Sara Leckie
Craig Stapleton

COLLEGE STUDENTS
McKenzie Stump
Ashley Draper
Michelle Waters
Peter McKay
Savannah Bilbrey
Thomas Bilbrey
OUR CONGREGATION
Keith & Karen Stump

Jack Draper
Carson Matthews
Madeline Griffin
Hannah Matthews
Emme Ritchie

Kathy & Bayard Erskine

FRIENDS AND FAMILY OF OUR CONGREGATION
Mary and Bjorn Vinge (Evelyn Stuart’s Aunt and Uncle)
Elizabeth Turk ( Mission Co-Worker)
Renee (niece of Joanne Clelland)
Jud Anderson’s Family (nephew of Keith and Karen Stump)
Brian Leckie (Son of Dave and Sara Leckie)
Erin Sherwood (friend of the Tates)
BUZZ-E BIBLE VERSE
Lindsay Wright (friend of the Brannons)
Phyllis Haulsee (mother of Nicole Waters)
Isaiah 43:1
Phillip Enix (uncle of Nicole Waters)
“Don’t fear,
Margie & Ron Collins (friends of Leverings)
Faith Ramsey (friend of Lou L Tate)
for I have redeemed you;
Jody Oody (mother of Patty Britton)
I have called you by name;
Amy Rivero (friend of the Gibbs Family)
you are Mine.”
Melanie Cobb (friend of Erin McCallum)
Barbara Bird (friend of the Kisers)
www.erinpres.org
Georgia Pennington (Gary’s Mother)
Randy Pennington (Gary’s brother)
MILITARY
Zach Enix (Cousin of Nicole Waters)
Caitlin Schall (Granddaughter of Cuanys)
Joshua Cuany (Grandson of Cuanys)
Gabe Edwards (Cousin of Buster Quinn)

