
20  Diane Montgomery 22  Cathy Van Ostrand 

20  Matthew Miller 26  Henry Ritchie 

20  April Cyr 27  Paula Gunter 

21  Farrah Linkous 30  Sarah McKay 

Visit us at: www.erinpres.org for all of our upcoming events! 
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THE BEACON  NOVEMBER  2020 

Birthdays 
1  Heather Ritchie 

7  Reed Sarles 

10  Susan Miller 

12  Jim Brannon 

Wishing you every good thing in Christ our Lord.  Happy Birthday! 

I imagine that your own family gatherings and  
traditions may be curtailed this year, too. Keeping  
our loved ones safe should be our number one  
priority, especially if some of our family members  
are physically vulnerable. We would never forgive 
ourselves if an aged or immune-compromised relative 
was infected with the coronavirus due to us being lax 
or careless. Please remember this: Covid-19 has no 
feelings or remorse – it doesn’t care whether we  
believe there is a pandemic or not; all it needs is a 
way to transmit the disease from one person to  
another – just ask any health professional who is on 
the frontline working in an ICU. They’ll let you know 
the facts and why we have to remain vigilant and  
cautious, especially during the holidays. 
 

Hopefully, this time next year, we’ll be in a better  
position to deal with this dreadful disease. With the 
promised availability of an effective vaccine, we’ll be 
able to do so much more and once again gather safely 
to praise God thankfully in our sanctuary. 
 

May God bless you and all your loved ones by keeping 
you all safe throughout this season of goodwill and 
joy. 
 

 - Pastor John 

Dear Friends, 
Throughout this sacred season, we’ll probably be  
listening to many wonderful Christmas carols that  
we have sung for years. It will seem strange to be  
restricting our worship services because these  
seasonal songs have meant so much to us, especially 
when we have gathered together in the sanctuary. 
This is one of the reasons that we recently mailed you 
a CD of hymns and readings for Advent – we all miss 
being together and praising God with our Christmas 
songs. Hopefully, the CD will keep us all connected 
spiritually and fondly remind us of one another. 
 

We’re currently working on several plans for  
Christmas Eve. Next to Easter Sunday, it’s the  
biggest gathering for worship that we have each year. 
It’s a special time for all of us - to see the sanctuary 
fully decorated, to catch up with old friends, to listen 
to the Christmas story from the scriptures, and to end 
the service in candlelight – all of these things make it 
one of the best church experiences we have in the 
year. Sadly, with the number of Covid cases rising in 
our region, we’ll have to find alternative ways to  
worship God. However, no matter how we do it, it’s 
the sincere praise from our hearts to God that really 
counts. 

14  Lynne Jones 

16  Sean Gahan 

17  Jenny Boyd 

19  David Eggers 

Psalm 5:11  “But let all who take refuge 
in you rejoice; let them ever sing for joy, 
and spread your protection over them, 
that those who love your name may  
exult in you.” (NIV) 



 

DECEMBER EVENTS 

 

SUNDAYS 
11am Worship Service 

9:15am Connections Zoom 

9:30am Hard Sayings  Zoom 

9:30am Living in Faith Zoom 

9:30am HS SS Zoom 

9:30am  MS SS  Zoom 

9:30am Children’s  SS Zoom 

5pm Middle School Youth Group 

Connections Class: December 
Pastor Stuart will continue to teach his Bible Class on 
Sunday mornings. At the moment, it is taking place live 
via Zoom, beginning at 9:15AM each Sunday. The class 
lasts until around 10:00AM with an open discussion on 
the chosen Bible passage for that day. Pastor Stuart 
sends out the pre-planned lesson on Fridays or sooner  
by email, giving the participants some more information 
and a list of questions about the scripture. If you would 
like to join the class online, just send an email to either 
Pastor Stuart (pastor@erinpresbyterian.org) or our  
Administrator April (admin@erinpresbyterian.org) about 
the class and we’ll add you to the list, as well as sending 
you the secure link to the Zoom Class. 
 

The December Classes are as follows: 
 

Dec 06 – Dare to Be a Daniel – Daniel Chapter 12 
Dec 13 – Advent 3: John 1:19-28 
Dec 20 – Advent 4: Luke 1:26-38 
 

There will be no class on Dec 27 & Jan 3. Classes will  
resume on January 10 with a new series called “Looking 
to the Lectionary.” 

Advent CDs and Devotionals 
We recently sent each of you two special items. 
The first is the advent devotional you can follow  
throughout the season. We looked through a few 
different options but found this one to be a nice  
format that relates us back to Jesus in a lovely way. 
Your teens and young ones will each get one chosen 
by Farrah and Joy that relates well to their age 
groups, as well. 
 

The second item we are mailing is an Advent CD  
created especially for all of you.  We wanted to share 
in the season with you, so several members of Staff 
and the Worship Team read those beloved scriptures 
that remind us that Jesus coming to earth as a babe 
was always a plan in God’s heart. Pastor Stuart  does 
Old and New Testament readings, as Nancy plays  
favorite seasonal hymns you can sing along to. 
We hope you’ll enjoy it and be blessed each Sunday 
as you listen. 
 
 

MONDAYS 
7PM High School Youth Group 
WEDNESDAYS 
6pm Journey 7 
6:25pm Sonshine  Zoom 
6:30pm BridgeBuilders Zoom 
 

THURSDAYS 
7pm Weekly Session Mtg   
(1st & 3rd Thursdays of month) 
 

FRIDAYS 
12pm Staff Zoom Mtg 
 

SATURDAYS 
10:30am Journey 7 

 
DECEMBER 

6TH 
DECEMBER 

13TH 
DECEMBER 

20TH 
DECEMBER 

27TH 

GUIDE 
Robbie & Ella  

Levering 
John and Cynthia 

House 
Don and Linda 

Quinley 
Cathy Van Ostrand 

Kelly Boyd 

READER 
Suzanne and Kelcey 

Levering 
Randy and Kellan 

Sarles 
Stacie Armsworth 

and Girls 
Dave and Sara  

Leckie 

CHILDREN’S  
SERMON 

John Stuart Joy Bornhoeft Kelly Boyd 
Mary Virginia 

Paletta 

BIRTHDAYS Pat Wallin Lisa Parker 
Diana Brandon and 

Ian Bone 
Cathy Van Ostrand 

 
DECEMBER 

6TH 
DECEMBER 

13TH 
DECEMBER 

20TH 
DECEMBER 

27TH 

MORNING 
SET-UP 

Suzanne Levering Justin Bornhoeft 
David & Brooks  

Eggers 
Rickey McCallum 

GREETERS 
David & Brooks  

Eggers 
Kellan Sarles Cynthia House 

John & Evelyn 
Stuart 

USHERS 
Duane & Lisa  

Parker 
Cynthia House 

Rickey and Erin 
McCallum 

David & Brooks  
Eggers 

GUIDE/READER Erin McCallum 
John & Evelyn 

Stuart 
Kellan Sarles 

John & Evelyn 
Stuart 

CLEAN UP All who are able All who are able All who are able All who are able 

SUNDAY OUTDOOR SERVICE VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE 

Connections December 
Volunteers 

INDIVIDUAL TEAM MEETINGS 
1st  7pm Fellowship & Discipleship 
 

6th  12pm Stewardship 
         12:30pm CEX 
 

13th  12pm Outreach Zoom 
 

14th  6pm Property Zoom 
         7pm Worship Team Zoom 
 

20th  12:30pm OH&C 
           2pm Vis. Follow-up 
 

21st  7pm MIT Zoom 
 

24th-25th Merry Christmas! 
                    Office is Closed 

ONLINE SERVICE VOLUNTEERS 

mailto:pastor@erinpresbyterian.org
mailto:admin@erinpresbyterian.org


 

SHOW US YOUR NATIVITY 

Take a picture of your Nativity and send it to April  

at admin@erinpresbyterian.org and she will put  

together a slideshow of them so we can enjoy the 

heartwarming reminder of what this season is really all 

about. If you have a special tradition with your  

Nativity Set let us know about that, too. Some like to 

add baby Jesus on Christmas Eve. Some people let the 

Wise Men travel from different parts of the house and 

end up with the Holy Family on Christmas morning.  

Can’t wait to see your Nativity! Please send in your 

photos by December 8th. 
 

DECEMBER SPIRITUAL PRACTICES 

 Marcia Mechlin and Farrah Linkous created a list 

of spiritual practices to carry us through Advent. 

For each week there is a word, scripture, and hymn 

to reflect on Sunday, and then Monday – Saturday, 

a choice of practices - some for people that are 

out and about and some for those choosing to 

isolate.  
 

DECEMBER YOUTH GROUPS 

December Youth Groups will meet jointly on  

December 6,13, and 20 at 5:00 via Zoom. December 

20th will be our virtual Christmas party with some  

fun treats! Hope to see you all! 

Join us this Advent season for Sunday School each 

week on Zoom at 9:30 am.  Advent Kits were mailed 

out to all children the end of November and contain 

each week’s story card and activity page.   

We will begin each lesson with the lighting of  

the advent candles and then journey through the 

Christmas story with the New Testament readings.   

So bring your story card, bible, and can of playdoh  

as we read God’s Word together! 

We will not meet on December 27th because Ms. Joy 

will be on Christmas vacation that weekend. 

 
 

                   Children’s 
              Advent 

                     Devotional 

 
This daily devotion booklet teaches children about  

Jesus’ family tree, telling the Old Testament history 

leading up to Jesus’ birth and our salvation story.  

We sometimes call this family tree the Jesse Tree, 

named after one of Jesus’ very faithful ancestors.   

With scripture, storytelling, and a prayer for each day, 

this devotional gives children perspective on the very 

long story leading to the promised birth of our Savior.  

So, follow the branches of the Jesse Tree and learn 

how, through Jesus, we are made part of God’s family 

too! 

 

Things to Note... 
IMPORTANT INFO FOR YOUR TAXES 

The CARES Act that was passed during the  

current COVID pandemic includes a change  

regarding charitable contributions made in 2020.   

Before the Act, charitable contributions were able  

to be deducted only if a taxpayer itemized deductions 

on their tax return.   The CARES Act now allows  

taxpayers who don't itemize to take a deduction  

of up to $300 for contributions made in 2020 to a 

qualifying organization.  Any contributions made to 

Erin Presbyterian that are postmarked on or before 

December 31, 2020 can be included as a contribution 

for the current year.  
 

MONTREAT 

I know it’s crazy to think about after the summer  

that wasn’t, but it’s time to start planning for 2021 

Montreat. Next year’s conference theme is Called  

to Connect. The conference fee is $280 if  

registered before April 1. Housing and food will  

depend On housing that we choose. Right now, I  

just want to find out who will likely go on the trip  

and what week works best for the most so I can  

take a look at some housing options. The weeks are 

as follows: 

Week 1 - June 6-12, 2021 

Week 2 - June 13-19, 2021 

Week 3 - July 11-17, 2021 

Week 4 - July 18-24, 2021 

Week 5 - July 25-31, 2021 

Week 6 - August 1-7, 2021 

Please let me know if your youth is likely to attend 

and what weeks would work best for your family. 
 

 

Family Ministry 

It’s a new year in our church.  Advent.  We are  

waiting for Christmas.  We are waiting and waiting  

and waiting.  It’s hard to wait.  Do you see the candles 

in the Advent Wreath?  They help us count the  

Sundays until Christmas.  One, two, three, four.   

The white candle in the middle is the Christ candle.   

We wait to light it on Christmas Eve. 

During Advent we ask God to come and be with us.  

We sing “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” and other 

songs of hope.  We decorate by hanging the greens.  

We use evergreens because God is everywhere and 

everlasting. 

We trim the tree with ornaments that teach about 

God.  My favorite is the scroll with tiny Hebrew  

writing on it.  The words say, “Prepare Ye the Way  

of the Lord.”  I like that, because we’re preparing  

for Jesus’ birthday.  It is almost here! 

The Bible tells us how to prepare, by sharing with  

others, treating people fairly, and being kind.                             

Are you prepared? 

Come Worship with Me 
A Journey through the Church Year 

By Ruth Boling 

ADVENT 
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HOST A TREE 

Compassion Closet Host-A-Tree is up!  Please  

pick an ornament off the tree in the Narthex,  

sign out what you are buying on the sign-out 

sheet. Or follow this simple link to our Sign-Up  

Genius page where you can sign up for a gift. 

https://bit.ly/3f55lCh  

Be sure to bring items back to the church by  

Sunday, December 13, 2020!   

Thank you to all who are participating to support 

the families in Knoxville and Oak Ridge who are 

adopting or fostering children!!   
 

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING  

This is our last Special Offering of the year, which 

supports grants that help retired church workers 

and their families.  It provides aid to church  

workers with urgent financial and medical needs, 

gives scholarships for students and future leaders  

at Presbyterian-related schools, colleges  

equipping communities of color, and to is used  

to equip people of color as leaders for ministry. 

We will be collecting the Christmas Joy offering 

during the month of December and at the  

Christmas Eve Service.    

You can donate in person at the church service, or 

through the online giving link for special offerings, 

by visiting pcusa.org/donateCJO, or by texting JOY 

to 20222 (to donate $10). 

Coming this Spring . . .   

Bridging the Gap:  Pilgrims Together 
 

“For as long as there is jealousy and quarreling 

among you, are you not of the flesh and behaving 

according to human inclinations?  For when one 

says, “I belong to Paul,” and another, “I belong to 

Apollos,” are you not merely human?  What then is 

Apollos?  What is Paul? Servants through whom you 

came to believe . . . . I planted, Apollos watered, but 

God gave the growth. So neither the one who plants 

nor the one who waters is anything, but only God 

who gives the growth.”   I Cor. 3: 3-7 
 

     What is the apostle Paul saying? Converts were  

arguing over which was the better pastor? You  

mean there was disagreement within the very first 

Christian churches?  How could this be? Weren’t 

they all followers of the one true God?  
 

     We have only to look at the 200 distinct  

denominations in this country today to know that 

people differ in how they read the Bible, worship, 

and practice their faith. In Knoxville, one can spot a 

Christian church on almost every block --Baptist,  

Lutheran, Catholic, Pentecostal.  Why not all worship 

together? Why are churches territorial?  Why do 

some denominations stand on one side of every  

controversy and some on another? (And why are 

there disagreements about faith within my own  

extended family?)  
 

     These are the questions BridgeBuilders will  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COATS FOR THE COLD 

Thank you to all who have brought in coats in  

support of the Morgan-Scott Project Coats for the 

Cold Collection!! 

address this spring.  Beginning February 3rd and  

continuing through May 5th, we will bridge the  

gap as Pilgrims Together –continuing the weekly 

Zoom gatherings, hosting guest moderators, 

reading relevant material, and discussing what we 

learn.    
 

     The customized curriculum will challenge us  

to think more deeply about what it is we believe, 

understand how beliefs vary even within and 

across denominations, and employ empathic  

listening and compassionate dialogue to love those 

who see things differently.   
 

     Past participation in BridgeBuilders is not  

required to enroll for the spring.   

ALL ARE WELCOME!   

Watch for an email containing the link to enroll! 
 

     For those who belong to Erin, it is an  

opportunity to become bridge-builders, and  

to extend God’s love beyond the walls of our 

church. Please join us in praying for this venture, 

that God’s wisdom will guide our planning and  

infuse our gatherings!  

Blessings,  

Kellan Sarles and Pastor John Stuart,  

Curriculum Planners 

 

Series sponsored by your Ministry Integration 

Team 

BridgeBuilders 
REVERSE ADVENT CALENDAR FOR SUNSET GAP 

Outreach 

https://bit.ly/3f55lCh

