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“ABIDE IN ME”
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SUNDAY, MAY 2
9:15am Connections Class
9:30am Adult, MS & Kids’
Sunday School Classes
10:45am HS Sunday School
5pm MS Youth Group
7pm Sundays at 7 Zoom
MONDAY, MAY 3
7pm HS Youth Group Zoom
7:30pm AA
TUESDAY, MAY 4
6:15pm AA
7pm Discipleship & Fellowship

ERINCHURCH IS REOPENING
Praise the Lord!
We are opening the Sanctuary for the
regular Sunday morning service on May 2nd.
You’ll need to SIGN UP EVERY WEEK
to attend. There are 60 spaces to fill
for each Sunday morning.
Sign up here:
https://volunteersignup.org/8WC9K
Or call April and she’ll get you on the list.
865-588-5350

WEDNESDAY, MAY 5
THURSDAY, MAY 6

GIVING IS EASY ONLINE

FRIDAY, MAY 7
12pm Staff Meeting
8pm AA

https://give.erinpres.org

SATURDAY, MAY 8

Erin Presbyterian Church
Come see our Erin
Community Page on Facebook!
@erinpreschurch

OFFICE HOURS
9AM-3PM
865.588.5350
www.erinpres.org

You may also mail your gift via
check to the church office at:
Erin Presbyterian Church
200 Lockett Rd.
Knoxville, TN 37919
Thank you for your faithfulness and love,
encouragement and support.
MEETING WITH THE PASTOR
To schedule a personal meeting or
house call, contact the church office
at 588-5350, or call the Pastor
directly on his cell (865) 454-3942
but please be sure to leave a voicemail
if he cannot answer.
pastor@erinpresbyterian.org

FOLLOW-UP READINGS
MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

Exodus 31:1-18

Exodus 32:1-20

Exodus 32:21-35

Exodus 33:1-23

1 Timothy 6:1-21

2 Timothy 1:1-18

2 Timothy 2:1-13

2 Timothy 2:14-26

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

Exodus 34:1-17

Exodus 34:18-35

Psalm 98:1-9

2 Timothy 3:1-17

2 Timothy 4:1-22

John 15:9-17

BIBLE VERSE OF THE WEEK
Psalm 22:26 The poor will eat and be satisfied; those who seek the Lord will praise
him—may your hearts live forever! (NIV)
Some folks find it hard to accept that social justice is an important part of God’s work
in the world. We come across many verses in the Bible, like today’s example, that show
us God’s concern for the poor, the marginalized, the foreigner, and the unloved. This
means that if we care about doing things which please God, then we are meant to
share our resources to help others overcome adversity, illness, poverty, and injustice.
If we become polarized against and indifferent to the plight of those in our community,
then we are failing to follow God’s example of grace to us – after all, do we deserve or
have we earned the right to receive the riches of God’s love?

OUR LOVED ONES WORKING IN HEALTH CARE
These are the names of our loved ones serving in medical facilities during the pandemic.
Bradley Quinley - Hospice Nurse (Quinleys)
Katie Crots - Nurse (Nancy Berry)
Shelly Berry - Nurse (Nancy Berry)
Tom Wallin - Doctor (Wallins)
Melinda Adams - Pediatric Nurse (Drapers)
Suzanne Stinnett - Nurse (Stinnetts)

Kim & Ed Filippone - ER Nurse & ER P.A. (Cyr)
Sarah Marcus - ER Nurse (April Cyr)
Jacob & Hayley Filippone - Nurses (April Cyr)
Matt Cowan-Health Unit Coordinator (Jaynes)
Amanda Murphy - Social Worker (Murphy)
Erin Pierce - Hospital Worker (Debra Poole)

Contact April at admin@erinpresbyterian.org
or 865-588-5350 to add a loved one to this list.

May 2, 2021
This week’s prayers are written by John Stuart.

ANNOUNCEMENTS & A WORD OF WELCOME
PRELUDE ……..“Variation on ‘Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing”……..Albert Travis
CALL TO WORSHIP
Pastor: The Lord has been with us throughout this pandemic and we are glad to
praise God here.
People: We are thankful for God’s mercy and now know that the Lord’s love
endures forever.
Pastor: Let us glorify God with our thankful hearts and grateful souls. Amen.
HYMN “Here In This Place” #401 (scroll down for music)
PRAYERS OF ADORATION AND CONFESSION
Guide: Almighty God, we have returned to this sacred place to honor our
commitment to You as a family of faith and a congregation of believers. We
have missed being together in this sanctuary which holds so many dear memories
and cherished moments in our hearts. We know that You are not bound within
these walls or that Christ’s church is defined by them, but we are grateful to have
this holy place where we can assemble, abide, and be accepted.
People: Gracious Lord, throughout this past year, we have struggled with
our faith, stumbled over temptation, and have been stricken with sin. At times,
we have forgotten You and set aside worship. We have taken different paths
and neglected to follow You. We have let our spirits slide and have grown
distant from each other. Forgive us, Lord, for being negligent and forgetful,
self-absorbed and resentful, selfish and sinful. Hear us now as we make our confessions to You.
- Silent Confessions Guide: Merciful God, reclaim us as Your children and restore us through Your Son.
Recapture our spirits and reshape our lives. Renew our commitment and redirect

our steps so that we may follow Jesus, who taught us to pray, saying: Our Father…
The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors)
PROMISE OF THE GOSPEL
Guide: Christ alone has the power to regenerate our lives and reconnect us to
God. He forgives our sins and shows us the way ahead, so let us glorify and honor
Christ as our Savior and King forever. Amen.
GLORIA PATRI (Sung in Unison) Hymn #581 “Glory be to the Father, and to the
Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen. Amen.
FAMILY SERMON Pastor Stuart
ANTHEM "In Remembrance" Robyn James
PRAYERS FOR HEALTH AND HEALING
Pastor: Gracious Father, we are weak and frail, subject to illness and injuries, sickness and insecurity. We need You to sustain us each day, especially in times like
these. We pray that You will hear our prayers for healing and grant the desires of
our hearts, as well as the cries from our souls.
People: Merciful God, we also pray for our families and friends, our loved ones
and neighbors. Ease their pain, overcome their problems, and pacify their personal issues. Allow them comfort and strength, recovery and healing from all
that would harm or injure them in body, mind, heart, and soul. Hear us now as
we pray.
-We light a candle as we pray silently for others and ourselvesPastor: Loving Lord, embrace us with encouragement and reassure us with Your
love. In Christ’s Name, we pray. Amen.
WE COME TO YOU FOR HEALING, LORD” from hymn #796
We come to you for healing, Lord,
Of body, mind and soul,
And pray that by your Spirit’s touch
We may again be whole.
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Reader: Holy Spirit, let God’s Word abide in our hearts and minds, so that we may
reconnect with Christ. May these scriptures speak to our hearts and challenge our
lives. In Jesus’ Name, we pray. Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING (Congregation reads aloud the verses in bold type)
Psalm 22:25-31
25-26 From you comes the theme of my praise in the great assembly; before
those who fear you, I will fulfill my vows. The poor will eat and be satisfied; those
who seek the Lord will praise him—may your hearts live forever!
27-28 All the ends of the earth will remember and turn to the Lord, and all the
families of the nations will bow down before him, for dominion belongs to
the Lord and he rules over the nations.
29 All the rich of the earth will feast and worship; all who go down to the dust will
kneel before him—those who cannot keep themselves alive.
30-31 Posterity will serve him; future generations will be told about the Lord.
They will proclaim his righteousness, declaring to a people yet unborn: He has
done it!
ALL: This is the Word of the Lord. Amen.
John 15:1-8
1-2 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off every branch in
me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit, he prunes so that
it will be even more fruitful.
3-4 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. Remain in
me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in
the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.
5-6 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will
bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. If you do not remain in me,
you are like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked
up, thrown into the fire and burned.
7-8 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish,
and it will be done for you. This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit,
showing yourselves to be my disciples.
ALL: Thanks be to God. Amen.
MESSAGE............................“Abide In Me”............................Rev. John Stuart, Pastor
OFFERING (Sung in Unison) “God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending”
God, Whose giving knows no ending, from Your rich and endless store,
Nature’s wonder, Jesus’ wisdom, Costly cross, grave’s shattered door:
Open wide our hands in sharing, as we heed Christ’s ageless call,
Healing, teaching, and reclaiming, serving You by loving all.

DEDICATION (Unison) Lord Jesus, Your ministry has continued throughout the
centuries and across every nation on Earth. As part of Your world-wide mission,
You have allowed our wee church to maintain its calling. Take these gifts from the
goodness of God to us and let them be used for Your work among us and beyond
these walls. In Your Holy Name, we give back and pray. Amen.
COMMUNION
At this moment in our service, we would normally celebrate communion in the
sanctuary. Today, however, we will break bread and share juice together in our
homes. May we be blessed through this sacred act of worship and commemoration.
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with You.
Pastor: Let us lift up our hearts.
People: We lift them to the Lord.
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Pastor: Lord God, who grants us the Cup of Hope and the Bread of Life, allow the
Holy Spirit to sanctify the bread, the juice, and all the people gathered at home.
May we know of Your peace and may we pledge to support one another in Christ’s
love throughout this critical time.
The Words of Communion
We may now eat the bread and drink the juice to honor Christ’s sacrificial love. A
moment of silent prayer.
Pastor: O Glorious God, may Your blessings of grace and peace be known in our
hearts and with one another. In Christ’s Name, we gratefully pray. Amen.
HYMN “Lord, Dismiss Us With Thy Blessing” #546 (scroll down for music)
BENEDICTION (Unison)
May Christ come into our hearts and change us forever; may the Father clean our
spirits and help us bear fruit; and may the Holy Spirit bless us together, so that
we may continue to worship and serve the One, Triune, and Living God, both here
and everywhere. Amen.

DOXOLOGY #609
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God all creatures high and low.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise God in Jesus fully known:
Creator, Word and Spirit one.
Alleluia, alleluia, Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
POSTLUDE …………….........“How Firm A Foundation”…….……………….Anna Laura Page

ERIN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH VISION STATEMENT
Unified in Christ, we actively seek
to create harmony in a diverse community
through compassion, mutual respect and love.

Connor Quinn
Ashley Draper
Peter McKay
Hannah Matthews
Emme Ritchie
Konnor Stump
Keegan Stump
Ron and Sonja DuBois
Kathy & Bayard Erskine

COLLEGE STUDENTS
McKenzie Stump
Carson Matthews
Savannah Bilbrey
Sarah McKay
Harter Crisp
Colton Pennington
OUR CONGREGATION
The Jaynes Family
Sara Leckie

Jack Draper
Carolyn Gahan
Thomas Bilbrey
Garrett Pittman
Lauren Gahan
Chloe Levering

Pat Wallin

FRIENDS AND FAMILY OF OUR CONGREGATION
Margie & Ron Collins (friends of Leverings)
Sandra Quinn (mother of Buster Quinn)
Amy Rivero (friend of the Gibbs Family)
Patricia (friend of Evelyn Stuart)
Melanie Cobb (friend of Erin McCallum)
Lisa Perry (Friend of Stuarts)
Barbara Bird (friend of the Kisers)
Keith Strevel (Friend of Tates)
Brian Leckie (Son of Dave and Sara Leckie) Erin Sherwood (friend of the Tates)
MILITARY

Cade Quinn (Son of Buster and Apryl Quinn)
Zach and Noah Enix (Cousins of Nicole Waters)
Gabe Edwards (Cousin of Buster Quinn)

BIBLE VERSE
Romans 15:13
“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in Him,
so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.“
www.erinpres.org

