17 Sara Leckie
18 Connor Quinn
25 Bill Brazelton

3 Sherry Draper 11 Dusty Pennington

4 Hannah Matthews 12 Debra Poole
5 Jackie Griffin

8 Angelo Geraci

16 Nancy Berry

jSUOLIOADP S, uyor peas pue ‘Sulidayo ue jew
‘smau uo dn ydied 03 810°sa1dulid"MMM :]e Sh JSIA

KTEBLE» KNL» «3IAXOUY»

«1d dwe) ||eg £008»
«Aguny saudy» :o1

Ephesians 6:18 “And pray in the Spirit on
all occasions with all kinds of prayers and
requests. With this in mind, be alert and
always keep on praying for all the Lord’s
people. (NIV)

Dear Friends,

One of the best ministries that we have in our
wee church is our online prayer chain. Every week,
we get prayer requests from church members for
themselves, their families, or their friends who are
undergoing tough times and sickness issues. As soon
as we get the request, we try to send it out as quickly
as possible to our enlisted group of prayer warriors.
When they receive the email, they begin the work
and ministry of prayer, even though they may not
know who the person is or who the people are that
need our prayers. It's a remarkable ministry and one
which | have also used for myself, as well as for my
family and friends.

I like this aspect of church and feel grateful for the
people who humbly serve God with their prayers. It’s
a much-needed ministry and through the years many
folks have felt supported and comforted in the
knowledge that our congregational members were
praying for them through serious illnesses and at
critical times.

| think this is why the apostle Paul encouraged the
Christians at Ephesus to pray for one another and,
as he wrote, ‘keep on praying for all the Lord’s
people.” He obviously understood the strengthening
power of prayer that unified the people of God in
difficult times. It helped the church at Ephesus to
survive for centuries, so it can also do the same for
us at Erin, in this century and during this pandemic.

| hope that you are praying for the church
and its people each week. It’s an easy ministry to
accomplish, but also a very important one for the
life, work, and faith of all our folks.

If you would like to participate in the prayer chain
group, just send our Administrator, April, an email
(admin@erinpresbyterian.org) and she’ll add your
name to the group. Also, if you have a prayer
request, just call us at the office (865-588-5350)
or send us an email, and we’ll quickly send out
your request to our great prayer warriors.

May God bless you and all of your loved ones.

Pastor John


mailto:admin@erinpresbyterian.org

CONNECTIONS CLASS

Pastor Stuart continues to teach a Sunday school class
each week at 9:30AM. This has been taking place on
Zoom in order to maintain safe and healthy precautions.
However, with the local Covid numbers decreasing,
Pastor Stuart hopes to begin an in-person class on
Sunday November 14 in the Noah’s Ark Room. This

will also start at 9:30AM and finish as usual about
10:15AM.

The topics for month of November will be about Old
Testament minor characters whose stories are relatively
unknown. People like Enoch, Sisera, and Obadiah will be
discussed while Pastor Stuart makes a presentation about
their lives and times.

On November 28" a new 4-week series for Advent
will begin, focusing on the prophecies that were made
centuries before Christ was born.

Each week, Pastor Stuart emails the upcoming lesson
on Thursdays or Fridays to the Connections class. If
you would like to receive the lessons, just email April
our administrator and she’ll add your name to the list.

The classes are very informal and everyone is encouraged
to ask questions, share their ideas, and offer practical sug-
gestions. Anyone and everyone are welcome to attend
these classes.

MID-WEEK BIBLE STUDY

Every Wednesday, Pastor Stuart emails a short Bible study
that can be used personally, or with family, or in a small
group. At the moment, these lessons are focused on the
Gospel of Mark. The studies take about 15-20 minutes to
ponder and complete individually, or can be about 30
minutes if used with a group.

The studies are emailed to our Events email list, so if you
would like to receive a weekly study by email, just contact
April at the office and you will be added to the distribution
list.

ERIN JOINS JUSTICE KNOX

As of October 24th, twenty one Erin congregants
have accepted the call to become Justice Knox
Network Members - a large contingent for a
small church! In three "house meetings," Erin
folks learned about the work and reach of
Justice Knox, and shared their concerns about
our community and environment. In becoming
Network Members, they committed to attend
five events:

Annual Assembly - Nov. 15, 7:00 - 8:30
Congregational Meeting in Feb. or March

Rally - April 4, 7:00-8:30

Nehemiah Assembly- May 2, 7:00-8:30

(plus bring 3 people)

Celebration - June 13, 6:00

Network Members are asked to prayerfully
consider an annual financial investment in
Justice Knox of any amount that fits their
budget. They are also invited to become
involved in the research that explores the
problem, looks at root causes, seeks out action
steps and solutions in comparable cities/counties,
and identifies/meets with the leaders/authorities
in positions to influence change. This is the key
(D.A.R.T.) methodology employed by JK and it is
proving very effective.

Please call me with questions as they occur

to you. There is still time to join this important
organization. | am new to Justice Knox, too, but
| will try to find the answers.

On behalf of house meeting hosts Brooks

and David Eggers and Randy and |, | cordially
invite you to this results-driven Christian coalition
that offers a sound means for living out our
Christian faith through just practice.
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Sunday Morning Volunteers
NOVEMBER 7TH NOVEMBER 14TH NOVEMBER 21ST NOVEMBER 28TH
GREETERS GREETERS GREETERS GREETERS
Kelli Canan-Denny Brooks Eggers Dave Leckie Kellan Sarles
GUIDE GUIDE GUIDE GUIDE
Elaina Wood Ella Levering Neill Murphy Rickey McCallum
READER READER READER READER
David Eggers Kelcey Levering Joe Jaynes Erin McCallum
USHERS USHERS USHERS USHERS
Kim Pennington Rob Levering Linda Quinley Christa Mueller
Dusty Pennington Jim Montgomery Jenny Boyd Jim Montgomery
COUNTERS COUNTERS COUNTERS COUNTERS
John House David Eggers Neill Murphy Rickey McCallum
lan Bone Craig Strand Joe Jaynes Craig Strand
NURSERY NURSERY NURSERY NURSERY
Kenleigh Pennington Elaina Wood Lizzy Freter Kathryn Bornhoeft

Online Service Volunteers

11am Worship Service
12:30pm Youth Groups

MONDAYS

7pm BridgeBuilders

WEDNESDAYS

6:30pm Handbells

6:30pm Journey 7/Sonshine 21st

4th  7pm Worship Team
8th 6pm Property

11th 10am PW Bible Study Zoom
12th 12pm Staff Meeting

14th 12pm Outreach

18th 10am PW/ 7pm Session Mtg.
12pm Hanging of the Greens

NOVEMBER 7TH NOVEMBER 14TH NOVEMBER 21ST NOVEMBER 28TH
GUIDE Suzanne and Robbie | Stacie Armsworth Randy and Kellan Dave and Sara
Levering and Girls Sarles Leckie
READER Kelcey and Ella Yvette Freter Don and Linda Cathy Van Ostrand
Levering and Kids Quinley Kelly Boyd
‘November Calendar
SUNDAYS INDIVIDUAL EVENTS/MEETINGS
9:30am Sunday School Classes 2nd 7pm Discipleship 21st 12pmVisitor Follow-Up

19th 12pm Stewardship and
Visitor Follow-Up

24th NO PRACTICES

25th Happy Thanksgiving!
Office Closed

28th 12pm Stewardship




% %

W

e

that children learn better when they feel clean, and
adults are more hopeful and confident when can they
look and feel their best.

Did you know that Cocke County, only an hour’s drive
east of Erin Church, is the fifth poorest county in the
state? In Newport, the county seat, 40% of all families
have incomes below the poverty line, and 7 of every 10
children, under 18, are living in poverty. In the county as
a whole, it’s 4 of every 10 children, the fourth highest
child poverty rate of any county in Tennessee, and just
over half of Cocke County children under age 5 live in
families classified as poor.

The region once had manufacturing jobs and many
families made a decent living growing tobacco, but
today unemployment is high. In April 2020 - accelerated
by the COVID-19 pandemic - the jobless rate hit 25.1%,
the second highest in the state. Manufacturing jobs
have mostly been replaced with part-time, low-paying
jobs in hospitality and tourism. Nearly a quarter of
Cocke County households receive benefits through the
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (formerly
known as food stamps), and many of them have at least
one wage earner.

Sunset Gap Community Center has been helping

Cocke County’s families in need since it was founded

by the Presbyterian Church in 1899. Today Sunset Gap
is mostly known for its food pantry. Cars begin lining

up outside Sunset Gap by 6 a.m. every Wednesday.

The pantry closes at noon, but any car that’s in line by
11:30 receives a box of nutritious items from the US
Department of Agriculture, Second Harvest, Trader Joe’s
in Knoxville, and other partners.

- Outreach and Bread
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POP-UP BREADBREAKERS

It was great to be back together as a church
family at Larry and Anna McKay’s home for
October’s Pop-Up BreadBreakers. Over 20
people showed up to enjoy Larry’s venison chili
and vegetarian chili. There was a buffet of good
food that everyone else brought to go with the
meal.

The Vols game was playing indoors where fans
enjoyed the first half of the game. Then, they sat
around telling stories around the firepit.

Here are some photos to enjoy...

Hope you'll join us next time!

Pop-Up Pioneer Club
Wed. November 17"
6:15-7:15 pm
Family Life Center

Join us for an hour of fun activities, crafts, and
snacks at our monthly “Pop-Up Pioneer Club.”

All kids, grades K - 5" grade are welcome! Invite a
friend or two to come along!!

This month, we will celebrate all things related to
the harvest and Thanksgiving. We’ll do some fun
fall crafts and activities and there may even be
“Blessing Mix” !

ADVENT LIBRARY

The season of Advent begins November 28",
Advent is a time to prepare, pray, and reflect on
the coming of our Savior, Jesus. Each week in
worship, we light the advent candles to count
down the weeks until Christmas. To help children
prepare, here is a list of children’s books by
weekly advent theme. All books with an * can

be found at the Knox County Public Library. All
other titles have a read aloud video on Youtube.
Also, check out our Virtual Preschool Library
created by Michelle Waters, Nursery Coordinator,
on the erinpres.org website or here: https://
tiny.cc/m9skuz

Heartsongs* - Mattie JT Stepanek
Hope is an Open Heart - Lauren Thompson
Butterflies Under Our Hats - Sandy Eisenberg Sasso

Let There Be Peace on Earth* - Jill Jackson/Sy Miller
Wangari’s Trees of Peace* - Jeanette Winter
Amazing Peace: A Christmas Poem* - Maya Angelou

The Quilt Maker’s Gift* - Jeff Brumbeau
The Christmas Miracle of Jonathan Toomey* -
Susan Wojciechowski

God’s Dream* - Desmond Tutu
Love Is - Diane Adams

Nativity* - Cynthia Rylant
One Starry Night* - Lauren Thompson
Refuge - Anne Booth


https://tiny.cc/m9skuz
https://tiny.cc/m9skuz

m Joy and April are leading
¥ our Christmas decorating

DECORATING
this year. Join us after
G church on Sunday, Nov.

Sunday, November 21st
. W 21st to decorate the

church for Christmas! No experience necessary.
Bring a sack lunch to church this Sunday, if you like,
otherwise we’ll have some snacks.

%J CHRISTMAS

If you know you’d like to attend, feel free to send
April a quick email: admin@erinpresbyterian.org
Or just stay after church and we’ll start decorating.

ADVENT BOOKS

Each year, as Christmastime comes near, | look for
ways to focus my mind on Jesus. Yes, | love the lights
and the nativity. My tree dressed in woodland
creatures reminds me of God’s beautiful creation just
outside my windows, lovingly made by Him.
However, there is so much more to be had in our
worship of Jesus in this delightful season, which is
why | like to read a book about Advent.

Here are a few that you might find interesting.
Specifically from the PCUSA store

Advent for Everyone: Matthew: A Daily Devotional
By NT Wright

Christmas in the Four Gospel Homes: An Advent
Study by Cynthia M. Campbell

You can find these on Amazon
Good News of Great Joy by John Piper

Hidden Christmas: The Surprising Truth Behind the
Birth of Christ by Timothy Keller

The Dawning of Indestructible Joy by John Piper

And a good one for families with small children:
The Expected One by Scott James

For those who would enjoy an ecumenical read by
many theologians throughout history, like Dietrich
Bonhoeffer, Annie Dillard and Madeleine L'Engle, and
many more! Watch for the Light: Readings for
Advent and Christmas
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by Joseph Robinette

based on the 6ook by C.S. Lewis

This dramatization by Joseph Robinette of C.S.
Lewis’ classic, set in the land of Narnia, faithfully
recreates the magic and mystery of Aslan, the
great lion, his struggle with the White Witch, and
the adventures of four children who inadvertently
wander from an old wardrobe into the exciting,
never-to-be-forgotten Narnia. All the memorable
episodes from the story are represented: the
temptation of Edmund by the witch, the slaying
of the evil wolf by Peter, the witnessing of Aslan’s
resurrection by Susan and Lucy, the crowning of
the four new rulers of Narnia, and more. This story
of love, faith, courage and giving, with its triumph
of good over evil, is a true celebration of life.

See this dearly loved story at Clayton Performing
Arts Center located in Pellissippi State Community
College at the Hardin Valley Campus.

10915 Hardin Valley Road, Knoxville, TN 37933-0990
Public Performances:

e Friday, Dec. 10 @ 7:30 pm
e Saturday, Dec. 11 @ 2:30 pm
e Sunday, Dec. 12 @ 2:30 pm

Tickets

Adults $16 Students (13+) $12

Child (12 & under) S8

Groups of 10 or more: S2 off each ticket

Tickets may be purchased online or at the door.
wordplayers@comcast.net

[

PEACE AND GLOBAL WITNESS OFFERING

Erin Church collected $587 for the Peace and Global
Witness offering, one the PCUSA’s annual special
offerings. Half of this amount will support peacemaking
efforts across the globe, and 25% will be used for
peacemaking projects in our region. The remaining 25%
is to promote peace in our own community, and Erin’s
Outreach team will send this portion to Safe Haven
Empowerment House. Located at 3010 Magnolia
Avenue, the house provides a safe space for at-risk
youth between the ages of 10 and 19. It was started in
October 2020 by Lawrence Williams, a lifelong resident
of East Knoxville, in response to teen violence in the
Austin-East community. Williams seeks to help youth
that, as he says, the rest of the world has thrown away.
He explains that these kids may have been in trouble
before or taken a wrong turn in life, but he wants to
show them there is a better way by mentoring them
and teaching them life skills. Safe Haven Empowerment
House was endorsed by Knoxville District Attorney
Charme Allen (pictured below), and is actively engaged
in preventing violence in East Knoxville.

6B\ Safe Haven
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HELP FOR WAVERLY, TN

Erin came through with generous contributions of
cleaning supplies, health items, and warm bedding
for the town of Waverly, Tennessee, following the
deadly floods that devastated their community at
the end of August. When we were ready to deliver
our items, however, we found out that the church
in middle Tennessee had all they needed. Instead,
we took our things to a local organization, Knoxville
Pays It Forward, that sent everything they had in
their warehouse to Waverly and needed to restock.
Many thanks to all who brought items, and to Brian
Sohn for delivering them!

HELPING OUR NEIGHBORS IN COCKE COUNTY
SUNSET GAP COMMUNITY CENTER

In response to an urgent need, Erin’s Outreach
team will collect hygiene items for Sunset Gap
beginning on Sunday, November 14 and ending
Wednesday, December 1. We'll place a labeled
box in the narthex for your contributions. So the
next time you’re at the grocery store or pharmacy,
please think about our Cocke County neighbors
and pick up some extra items to share.

Audrey Jones, the director of Sunset Gap, spoke to
the BridgeBuilders group in October. She pointed
out that if people can’t afford to purchase food,
they certainly can’t afford to buy many of the
things we all take for granted: soap, shampoo,
combs and hairbrushes, razors and shaving cream,
toothbrushes and toothpaste, feminine products,
tissues, band-aids, lip balm, hand and body lotion,
baby wipes and diapers, and so forth. Audrey notes


https://www.amazon.com/Advent-Everyone-Matthew-Daily-Devotional/dp/0664263410/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3DBX7UFJONY6P&keywords=advent+for+everyone+matthew+nt+wright&qid=1566914553&s=gateway&sprefix=advent+for+everyone+matthew%2Caps%2C207&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Christmas-Four-Gospel-Homes-Advent/dp/0664264999/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2X4M2DPOVPBZA&keywords=christmas+in+the+four+gospel+homes&qid=1566916412&s=gateway&sprefix=christmas+in+the+four+gospel+homes+%2Caps%2C169&sr=8-1
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