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SERVICE OF WORSHIP FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
MARCH 26, 2023 

LENT 5A 
 

*The prayers today were written by Don Quinley. 
 

PRELUDE   “Beach Spring” Charles Callahan 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
Pastor: O Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world 
 

People: Have mercy upon us. 
 

Pastor: O Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world 
People: Have mercy upon us. 
 

Pastor: O Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world 
 

People: Grant us Your Peace. Amen. 
 

HYMN   #612  “We Praise You, O God”  
 

PRAYER OF ADORATION & CONFESSION 
Guide: Great and Almighty God, as the last notes of our song of praise drift into the air, 
we come before You in prayer. You are our Creator, Restorer, and Lord God of every-
thing. You are the Father of the Son begotten, not made as a creature in creation. You 
are righteous and unapproachable by the unrighteous, and yet, You have graciously 
made a way for us to be restored to You. 
 

People: Heavenly Father, unless we are wearing the righteous robes purchased for us 
by our Savior Jesus Christ in His sacrifice, we are seen for what we are, unholy and 
unrighteous. O Lord, we are sinful and deserving of Your wrath. Without the complet-
ed work of Jesus on the cross, we cannot approach You. However, You, in Your love 
for us, did not leave us to languish in the sins we have committed, but instead You 
have covered our sins and allowed us to exist in Your presence. Our hearts are thank-
ful, and we humbly turn once again to confess our sins and plead for Your mercy. 
 

- Silent Confessions - 
 

Guide:  Gracious Lord, hear us when we call on You for mercy.  Calm our spirits and 



lead us as we pray the prayer our Savior Jesus Christ taught: "Our Father, Who art in 
heaven...THE LORD’S PRAYER" (debts/debtors). 
 

PROMISE OF THE GOSPEL  
Guide: Just as Lazarus lay dead; we are dead to God in our sin. Praise be to our King 
and Savior Jesus Christ, who not only brought life to Lazarus, but brings life everlasting 
to each of us who receive Him. It is His Name we pray.  Amen.  
 

ANTHEM   "Our Hymn of Grateful Praise"  Joyful Sounds Hand Bell Ensemble  
 

PRAYER FOR HEALTH AND HEALING  
Pastor: Loving Father, once more we come before You to plead for Your healing, just as 
Mary and Martha pled for Christ’s healing of their brother Lazarus. We, like them, 
know that You have the power to heal completely. We, like them, are often anxious 
and troubled that events have gone beyond any hope. But Your healing is not re-
strained by time and events. Your healing is not given only to the faithful or limited by 
the unfaithful. Your healing is given to show Your glory and to make a testament of 
Your power over creation. 
 

People: Standing in Your promises, Lord, we call upon You to work healing in us, our 
families, our church, our community and in our world. We pray that Your glory may 
be made known for the healing work You perform around us. We pray that suffering, 
illness, injury, hatred, and disasters be met with compassion and charity. We 
acknowledge that only You can accomplish such miraculous works. We pray for those 
who You bring to our remembrance now. 
 

- Silent Prayers for others and ourselves. A candle is lit. - 
 

Pastor: The God of Abraham and Jacob looks to His people with love and grace. He 
brings healing to our bodies, minds, and souls. In Jesus’ Name we pray. Amen. 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
Reader: O Living God, open our minds that we will not only be ever hearing, but we 
will be ever eager to apply the scriptures to our lives. In Jesus’ Name, we pray. Amen.  
 

SCRIPTURE READING 
 

Psalm 130:1-8 
 

1-2 Out of the depths I cry to you, Lord; Lord, hear my voice. Let your ears be attentive 
to my cry for mercy. 
3-4 If you, Lord, kept a record of sins, Lord, who could stand? But with you there is 
forgiveness, so that we can, with reverence, serve you. 
5-6 I wait for the Lord, my whole being waits, and in his word, I put my hope. I wait for 
the Lord more than watchmen wait for the morning, more than watchmen wait for the 



morning. 
7-8 Israel, put your hope in the Lord, for with the Lord is unfailing love and with him 
is full redemption. He himself will redeem Israel from all their sins. 
ALL: This is the Word of the Lord. Amen. 
 

John 11:17-35 
 

17-19 On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four 
days. Now Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem, and many Jews had come 
to Martha and Mary to comfort them in the loss of their brother.  
20-22 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but 
Mary stayed at home. “Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my 
brother would not have died. But I know that even now God will give you whatever 
you ask.” 
23-24 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” Martha answered, “I know he 
will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” 
25-26 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in 
me will live, even though they die; and whoever lives by believing in me will never 
die. Do you believe this?” 
27-28 “Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of 
God, who is to come into the world.” After she had said this, she went back and called 
her sister Mary aside. “The Teacher is here,” she said, “and is asking for you.”  
29-31 When Mary heard this, she got up quickly and went to him. Now Jesus had 
not yet entered the village but was still at the place where Martha had met 
him. When the Jews who had been with Mary in the house, comforting her, noticed 
how quickly she got up and went out, they followed her, supposing she was going to 
the tomb to mourn there. 
32 When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet 
and said, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 
33-34 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her al-
so weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. “Where have you laid 
him?” he asked. “Come and see, Lord,” they replied. 
35 Jesus wept. 
ALL: Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 

 

MESSAGE   “If You Had Been Here!”  Rev. John Stuart, Pastor 
 

OFFERING  “God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending” 
God, Whose giving knows no ending, from Your rich and endless store,  
Nature’s wonder, Jesus’ wisdom, Costly cross, grave’s shattered door:  



ERIN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH VISION STATEMENT 
Unified in Christ, we actively seek to create harmony in a diverse  

community through compassion, mutual respect, and love. 

Open wide our hands in sharing, as we heed Christ’s ageless call,  
Healing, teaching, and reclaiming, serving You by loving all. 
 

DEDICATION   
God of all, please accept this combined offering for the life, work, and mission of 
Christ’s Church. May it be used to bring glory and honor to You. It is in Jesus’ Name, 
we give and pray. Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN  #737 “Lord Jesus You Shall Be My Song As I Journey”  
 

BENEDICTION   
Father God, You have made us. May we reflect on Your glory this week. Jesus, You 
have loved us. May we spread Your love to those around us. Holy Spirit You have 
promised to dwell in us. May we be open to Your leading this week to attest to the 
Glory of God, Three-in-One, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

POSTLUDE    “Jesus, I Will Ponder Now”  by Wilbur Held  
 

 
 

 



 COLLEGE STUDENTS 
 

  Anna Bornhoeft             Peter Freter                 Connor Quinn                 Jack Draper                              
  Carson Matthews         Carolyn Gahan             Savannah Bilbrey           Emme Ritchie                      
  Lauren Gahan                Konnor Stump             Colton Pennington         Chloe Levering                      
  Keegan Stump               Henry T. Ritchie           Effie Fellers 
 

OUR CONGREGATION 
 

Nicole and Michelle Waters      Gary Pennington and Family      Harry and Mary Franz                     
Debra Poole                                  Joanne Miller                                 Bill Brazelton                                     
Sara & Dave Leckie                      Lou L Tate                                        Agnes Kirby                                       
Cathy Van Ostrand                      Sonja DuBois                                  Kathy Erskine            
 Suzanne, Robbie & the Levering Family          

 
FRIENDS AND FAMILY OF OUR CONGREGATION 

Phyllis Haulsee (mother of Nicole Waters)    

Dawn Campbell (sister of April Cyr)       Jan Hanks (Aunt of April Cyr) 
Brian Leckie (son of Dave and Sara)       Donna Rogers (mother of Jenny Rogers) 
Seth Turnbow (son of Cynthia and John House)   
 

MILITARY 
 

Cade Quinn and Gabe Edwards  (Buster and Apryl Quinn)  
Zach and Noah Enix  (Nicole Waters)  
 
 
If you would like to add or delete names to the prayer list, contact April by email at 
admin@erinpresbyterian.org 



MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY 

Psalm 78:17-31 Psalm 78:32-48 Psalm 78:49-72 Psalm 79:1-13 

Matthew  
9:18-35 

Matthew  
10:1-15 

Matthew  
10:16-25 

Matthew  
10:26-42 

Psalm 130:3-4  If you, Lord, kept a record of sins, Lord, who could stand? But with 

you there is forgiveness, so that we can, with reverence, serve you. 
 

We cannot count the number of sins we each have committed in our lifetime. If so, 

the total amount would both shock and stun us. God could do this easily, but in-

stead He chooses to forgive of all those sins, so that we may gratefully and rever-

ently serve God better with our forgiven lives. Through Christ’s sacrifice, we can al-

ways be restored to God.   

FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 

Psalm 80:1-19 Psalm 81:1-16 Psalm 118:15-27 

Matthew 11:1-15 Matthew 11:16-30 Matthew 21:1-11 

BIBLE VERSE OF THE WEEK 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS 


