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7th 12pm Worship Team  
 

9th  5pm Property Team  
7pm Discipleship Team & 
8pm Worship Team  
 

10th 6:30pm Pioneer Club 
 

13th  Spring Cleanup Day 

                   HAPPY BIRTHDAY!                                                            MAY EVENTS 

14th 11am Planet Worship 
 

18th 7pm Session Meeting 
 

19th 12pm Staff Meeting 
 

20th Bob McLean’s  
       Celebration of Life 
 

28th Pentecost Sunday 

1  Henry Fellers 

2  Joan Miller 

4  Gary Pennington 

4  Will McCallum 

6  Kelcey Levering 

9  Justin Bornhoeft 

14  Joy Catron 

18 Cade Quinn 

20  Wes Fellers 

22  Jim Thompson 

26  Colton Pennington 

28  Diana Brandon 



because God’s grace has sustained us; it’s time to 
get back into church on Sunday mornings to express 
our thanks and restart the process of building up 
our faith again. Without this, we will leave ourselves 
vulnerable when any future setback or tragedy  
occurs in our lives. Without worshiping God, we will 
lose our way; without serving Christ, we will be in 
danger of serving only ourselves. 
 

I believe we all want peace in our lives and a God-
given purpose to fulfill. By practicing our faith fully, 
we can strengthen our connection to God and one 
another, so that whatever comes our way, we will 
be ready to face it together. As the author of the 
Letter of Hebrews once wrote: 
 

Hebrews 10:23-25 Let us hold firmly to the hope  
we claim to have. The God who promised is  
faithful. Let us consider how we can stir up one  
another to love. Let us help one another to do  
good works. And let us not give up meeting  
together. Some are in the habit of doing this.  
Instead, let us encourage one another with  
words of hope. Let us do this even more as  
you see Christ’s return approaching. (NIV) 
 

See you in church next Sunday! �  
 

Pastor John 

Dear Friends, 
 

We currently live in anxious times, and with so 
much uncertainty about the future, we can all get 
fretful and fearful. We worry about things that may 
never happen and feel concerned about issues that 
we cannot change. After experiencing Covid, we all 
appear to be suffering from some form of PTSD that 
has dented our confidence and damaged our peace. 
 

But times like these are why faith exists, because it 
makes us rely on God’s strength instead of our own, 
and on Christ’s presence in the midst of our fears. 
We are all human and vulnerable, so we look to our 
faith to fortify our spirits and strengthen our  
resolve. However, this is not something that is  
instantly given to us; we need to build up our faith 
through regular worship and service, biblical 
knowledge and spiritual nourishment. We can’t do 
this on our own either  - we need to be a committed 
part of a community of faith to share and receive 
the encouragement we need, to lift our spirits and 
feed our souls. 
 

The past few years of Covid were hard to endure 
and some folks fell away from church because they 
got out of the weekly habit and felt as though God 
would understand them staying at home, away from 
the church crowd. But now that uncertainty is over 
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Philippians 4:6-7  Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and  
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  And the peace  
of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in  
Christ Jesus. (ESV) 



         CONNECTIONS 

CONNECTIONS CLASS - A NEW SERIES 
 

For the last three weeks of Sunday School in May, 
the Connections Class will be discussing the apostle 
Paul’s final letter of 2 Timothy. This will conclude a 
whole year of studying Paul’s life through the Book 
of Acts. We’ve looked at how his theology evolved 
through decades of his missionary activity; we now 
get to read his thoughts as he personally writes to 
Timothy, a next generation leader of the church, at 
a critical time when Paul realized he was not going 
to survive Nero’s persecution. 
 

Everyone is welcome to attend the classes which 
take place in the Heritage Room each Sunday at 
9:30 – 10:30AM. 
 

Sun 07 May – 2 Timothy 3 
Sun 14 May – 2 Timothy 4 
Sun 21 May – Reflections on Paul 
 

The class will be sent study material with the text, 
discussion questions, and video links each week. 
The materials will also be available on our Facebook 
Church community page. 
 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
 

Each week, Pastor Stuart prepares a list of daily  
Bible readings from the Old and New Testaments. 
They are listed in our Sunday worship bulletins,  
but you can also have them sent to you on Monday 
mornings by email, with online links to the chosen 
scriptures.  
 

If you would like to have the active links sent to you 
each Monday, then contact April our administrator 
at admin@erinpresbyterian.org and she will add 
your email address to the events group. This group 
also receives emails about what’s happening at the 
church and forthcoming events. 
 

THANK YOU! 
 

Fellowship Team, we want to thank you for the  
delicious Brandon Breakfast, and all the people  
who worked so hard to make it happen! 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING - MAY 21 
 

A congregational meeting will be held directly after 
worship on May 21. The purpose of the meeting is to 
elect the new elders for the class of 2026, as well as 
to confirm the positions of President, Treasurer, and 
Secretary of our Congregational Board. 
 
PASTOR STUART IN ST. LOUIS 
 

Pastor Stuart will be in St. Louis for a week-long  
conference on Church Transition which is being  
presented by the PCUSA. The conference begins  
on Monday 22nd  May through till Friday 26th May.  
The pastor hopes to gain important information 
about what the congregation will have to do during 
the vacancy next year. 
 
BIDDING FAREWELL TO THE FRETERS 
 

As many of you know, Yvette and Bjorn Freter  
and family will be moving to Baltimore, MD in June, 
but not before we say goodbye! On May 21st, this 
wonderful family will be recognized during the 
church service.  At the stewardship luncheon that  
follows, we can visit with them, hear about their new 
home and future plans, and congratulate Nehemiah 
on his high school graduation!  
 

We will also have a basket for your cards and notes, 
expressions of appreciation and best wishes that 
they will enjoy rereading once settled in their new 
home!  
 

Yvette, Peter, Nehemiah, and Lizzy, your church  
family - choir, youth group, nursery, session, and 
BridgeBuilders  - will miss you dearly!! 
 
 
 
 

mailto:admin@erinpresbyterian.org
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                FAMILY MINISTRIES 
 

Planet Worship:  May 14th 
 

In Planet Worship kids will participate in their 
own worship service with prayer, responsive 
scripture reading, a mini message, offering, and 
closing hymn.   
 

An offering will be collected to support  
Outreach’s May Mission:  Compassion Closet. 
 

      Sunday 
    May 21st 
The last day of Sunday School for all ages will be  
May 21 – as we take a summer hiatus during June 
and July.  Also, that Sunday is Teacher Appreciation 
and Graduation!  Please join us in worship service as 
we thank our Sunday School teachers and recognize 
our Graduates.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ERIN YOUTH GROUP 
 

Bowling with the  
Small and Mighty Group  
from Presbytery 

Save the date for Vacation Bible School! 
 

July 10 – 14 
9:30am – Noon 

Family Life Center 
 

More information and registration forms  
to come in June newsletter.   

Pioneer Club  
May 10th  6:30 - 7:30 pm 

Family Life Center 
 

This month in Pioneer Club, we travel to ITALY. 
Join us for an end-of-year, al fresco, celebration 
on the playground.  Kids will make their own 
fresco paintings and sample some Italian food 
and treats. 



STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN 
 

Ah Spring!  The season of Easter…and the  
Stewardship Campaign! Thanks to those of you  
who helped catch up your fiscal year pledges June 
30, 2023 (and to those of you who soon will).  Now  
it is time to prayerfully consider your pledges for  
fiscal 2024 (July 1, 2023 through June 30, 2024).   
 

We are about to undergo a monumental change  
in the history of Erin Church.  Erin has been  
tremendously blessed by Pastor Stuart’s leadership 
for almost 30 years!  Changes in pastoral leadership 
are never easy, but they are inevitable.  Facing this 
transition period will be challenging.  There will be  
an Interim Pastor, and our next “permanent” Pastor. 
 

Also on the horizon is the celebration of the 150th 
Anniversary of Erin as a church.  God is calling each 
of us to step up and do our part to support ministries 
at Erin.   Accordingly, our Stewardship Campaign this 
year is “Living the Vision”.   Would you please ask 
God to reveal to you His purpose for you? One way 
you can help is by pledging to keep Erin in a solid  
financial position – which will make our church an 
attractive destination for prospective Pastors.   
 

We have incurred increasing costs this past year  
with the rise in inflation and we know you have been 
affected also.  Being a Christian comes with great  
responsibility and cost…but also the ultimate reward, 
Eternal Life!!  Our Stewardship Campaign runs 
through May 21, culminating in a church sponsored 
luncheon catered by Buddy’s BBQ. (I just love that 
chicken!)  Between now and then, please pray and 
complete your pledge card for 2024. 
 

God Bless You for supporting His Church!! 
 

COMPASSION CLOSET 
 

Outreach will be doing a collection during the  
month of May for Compassion Closet!  There will  
be a box in the Narthex labeled for the collection  
of diapers, wipes, and children’s underwear. Com-
passion Closet exists to show the love of Christ by 
providing quality clothing, tangible goods, and quick-

     STEWARDSHIP & MORE 

turn assistance to foster children and their families.  
 

They also desire to serve birth families, aging-out 
youth, kinship placements, and domestic/int’l  
adoptive families, as God allows and the needs 
arise.  
 

SPRING CLEANUP DAY! 
 

Saturday, May 13, 2017  
9:00 am -12:00 noon  
Volunteer Tasks Outside: landscaping 
Volunteer Tasks Inside: dusting, window cleaning, 
pew supplies and more.  
Bring: rakes, tarps, wheelbarrows, garden gloves, 
power blowers, general tools and cleaning supplies 
if you have them.  
All skill levels are needed and welcomed!  
 

PENTACOST OFFERING 
 

“… building up the Body of Christ.” Ephesians 4:12 
Your gifts to the Pentecost Offering assure that 
these young people of God have opportunities to 
participate in programs as varied as the Young Adult 
Volunteer Program, Presbyterian Youth Triennium 
and other ministries with youth, and the Educate a 
Child, Transform the World national initiative. Each 
leads to interacting with educators, mentors and 
leaders committed to building these youngest  
members of the body of Christ into the people  
God would have them become. Thank you for  
your generosity. Thank you for participating in  
building up the body of Christ.   
 

ELEMENTARY SUNDAY SCHOOL DONATION 
The elementary Sunday school kids decided to  
donate to Heifer International this year.  Their total 
donation came to $130.00 to help pay for 2goats, 2 
flocks of chickens, some honeybees, and 2 flocks of 
ducks for families in need. 
Mrs. Brooks wants to thank all the kids who gave  
to help others! Especially, Isabella Armsworth for 
her very generous contribution from her savings. 



     MAY VOLUNTEERS 

MAY 7TH MAY 14TH MAY 21ST MAY 28TH 

Rob and Kelcey  
Levering Andy and Kelsey Sarles Kellan and Randy Sarles Dave and Sara Leckie 

ONLINE SERVICE VOLUNTEERS 

MAY 7TH MAY 14TH MAY 21ST MAY 28TH 

BELL RINGER BELL RINGER BELL RINGER BELL RINGER 

Ripley Linkous Will McCallum Lucy Cate Addison Strand 

GREETER GREETER GREETER GREETER 

Kelli and Tony  Pat Wallin Jim Montgomery Farrah and Ripley 

Denny Anna McKay Joanne Clelland Linkous 

GUIDE GUIDE GUIDE GUIDE 

Craig Strand Betty Gibbs Neill Murphy Kay Pennington 

READER READER READER READER 

Sonja DuBois Ella Levering Yvette Freter David Eggers 

USHERS USHERS USHERS USHERS 

Larry McKay Robbie and Kelcey Kim Pennington Brooks Eggers 

Randy Sarles Levering Dusty Pennington Linda Quinley 

Dave Leckie Mike Cate Gary Pennington Elaina Wood 

COUNTERS COUNTERS COUNTERS COUNTERS 

Joe Jaynes Andy Sarles Neill Murphy Joe Jaynes 

Neill Murphy Rickey McCallum Craig Strand David Eggers 

NURSERY NURSERY NURSERY NURSERY 

Kay Pennington Elaina Wood Lizzy Freter Ella Levering 

Lizzy Freter Brooks Eggers Lindsey Barber Isabella Armsworth 


