BIRTHDAYS & EVENTS

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

6 Joe Jaynes

7 Donald Quinley
11 Andy Sarles

20 Allyson Streckfuss
20 Buster Quinn

21 Larry McKay

26 Apryl Quinn

27 Kay Pennington
29 Nicole Waters

SEPTEMBER EVENTS

22nd Middle School Retreat
24th Planet Worship 11:15am
10th Planet Worship 11:15am  28th Session Meeting 7pm

Outreach 12:30pm 30th BREADBREAKERS 6pm
12th Property Team 7pm

15th Staff Meeting 12pm
Pre-teen Retreat Begins

5th Discipleship 7pm
7th Worship Team 7pm
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Jeremiah 29:11 For | know the plans | have for you,
declares the LORD, plans for welfare and not for
evil, to give you a future and a hope.

Dear Friends,

For two weeks in the middle of September, Evelyn
and | will be traveling through Spain. The last time
we were there was about thirty years ago and we
always wanted to go back. We'll be traveling all over
the country, but one of the highlights will take place
in Madrid. We'll be meeting two old friends —
Michael and Sandra Bond — who we haven’t seen

in forty years.

At one time, Michael was training to be a Roman
Catholic priest at the Scots College in the Spanish
city of Valladolid, but in his senior year, he decided

it wasn’t for him. When he came back home, both
Michael and | became good friends, and even formed
a Scottish folk group, singing and playing our guitars
in various places, including Spain. It’s amazing to
think that Michael gave up being a priest and then

a couple of years later, | pursued a call to ministry.
God sure does work in mysterious ways.

When we get back from Spain, there will still be a lot
of transitioning work to begin at the church. We have
many good people in our midst, especially our staff

and elders, whose leadership is something that we
can rely on to keep us going in the right direction and
toward the new pastor that God has already chosen
for our wee church. In order to help you have a focus
for your prayers, our Session and search teams will
continually update you on what’s happening. Your
work will be to pray for them on a regular basis;
their work will be to inform you constantly about

the process.

| like the Bible verses that I've highlighted for this
month. The prophet Jeremiah spoke them to His
people when they were going through uncertain
times. He believed that God had given him this
message for the people in order to decrease their
anxiety and place their faith in God’s hands. It was
a good message and is still applicable in our lives

as individuals, and also as a worshiping community.
God’s mindfulness of us as a congregation is a
blessing we can all depend on. Whatever the future
holds, we have faith in the One who holds the future,
our wee church, and all its people.

May God be with and bless you all.

Pastor John



CONNECTIONS

CONNECTIONS CLASS - GOSPEL OF MARK

During the month of September, the
Connections Class will meet and discuss
the Gospel of Mark. Each week, the
class will look at a different chapter and
will eventually finish the Gospel in the
middle of December. Pastor Stuart will lead the
classes, as well as providing the text with questions
to ponder. He will send the text by email on Fridays
and will have paper copies available for each Sunday
class.
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CONNECTSIONS

The classes will take place in either the Heritage
Room or in another room at the church, depending
on our class numbers. They will start around 9:30AM
and conclude before 10:30AM. Everyone is welcome
to attend the class each week or drop in any Sunday.

Here’s a schedule of what chapters will be covered
during September:

03 September - Mark 3
10 September - Mark 4
17 September - Mark 5
24 September - Mark 6
01 October - Mark7

WORSHIP & PASTORAL COVERAGE WHILE AWAY

During the three Sundays that John will
: i‘ : / be away, worship will be led by two other
& pastors. Rev Wyn Bryant from our Presby-

«n®  tery will lead the services on Sundays
September 10 and 17. On Sunday September 24™
our own Kellan Sarles will conduct worship and
preach the sermon. Please come and support our
congregation, as well as our preachers on these
Sundays.

Pastoral Coverage will be provided by Rev. Barry Sim-
mons, the PCUSA minister at Gatlinburg Presbyterian
Church who lives in South Knoxville. In an emergen-
cy, call our church office at 865-588-5350. During the
day, April will take your calls and, in the evening, as

well as the weekends, your calls will be directly
transferred to Barry’s cell-phone. John will be back
in the church office on Tuesday 26" September.

BREADBREAKERS IS BACK!
B EREE A On Saturday, September 30, Dan &
BREAD Betty Gibbs will be hosting our first
191 4q:0] BreadBreakers for 2023/24. Please
B plan to come for an enjoyable evening
M of food, fellowship, and old-fashioned
fun at 6:00 pm. There will be sign-up sheets in the
bulletin in September or call the church office and
April will put you on the list. We may just do potluck
style and not worry about who is bringing what...it
always works out! Stay tuned and plan on being
there! But please do sign up so we have an accurate
headcount. If anyone would like to host, you can
call or text Diana Brandon at 865-607-8528.

OCTOBER COFFEE CLUB/FALL CRAFT

PSR SAVE THE DATE!

% (OCTOBER & October 17th at 10:30am

% COFFEE & BfJoy and April will prepare some
SRS ' Fall treats to go with our coffee.

WGBS The craft we'll be making is a string

of Fall-inspired beads that you can lay out during

the season. They are beautiful wrapped around

the base of a candle, over a stack of books, or

hanging wherever you like.

FALL CLEANUP DAY 1 of 2
= The Property Team is having two
FALL Fall Cleanup Days this year. The
CLEANUP first one is October 7th, for various
“,'g»‘ DAY_, -+ projects, indoors and out. The next
will likely be in November to do some
leaf-blowing and ready the grounds for winter. At
this time, we usually ask volunteers to come help
with the clean up, which includes polishing the
pews and dusting the windowsills in the sanctuary.
Signups will be in the bulletin soon.
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SEPTEMBER VOLUNTEERS

SEPTEMBER 3RD

COFFEE

Mary Nelle Cate
BELL RINGER
Craig Strand

GREETER
Kelli and Tony
Denny
GUIDE
Sonja DuBois
READER
Betty Gibbs
USHERS
David Eggers
Brooks Eggers
Linda Quinley
COUNTERS
Andy Sarles
Joe Jaynes
NURSERY
Ella Levering

Farrah Linkous

SEPTEMBER 3RD
Don and Linda

Quinley

SEPTEMBER 10TH

COFFEE

Anna McKay
BELL RINGER

Lucas Barber
GREETER
Pat Wallin
Jim Thompson
GUIDE
Neill Murphy
READER
Robbie Levering
USHERS
David Leckie
Robbie Levering
Kelcey Levering
COUNTERS
Neill Murphy
David Eggers
NURSERY
Lindsey Barber

Elaina Wood

SEPTEMBER 17TH

COFFEE

David Eggers
BELL RINGER

Eliza Barber
GREETER
Jim Montgomery
Joanne Clelland
GUIDE
Craig Strand
READER
Stacie Armsworth
USHERS
Mike Cate
Mary Nelle Cate
Randy Sarles
COUNTERS
Craig Strand
Rickey McCallum
NURSERY
Brooks Eggers

Kelcey Levering

ONLINE SERVICE VOLUNTEERS

SEPTEMBER 10TH

Dave and Sara

Leckie

SEPTEMBER 17TH

Cathy Van Ostrand

Kelly Boyd

SEPTEMBER 24TH

COFFEE

Diana Brandon
BELL RINGER
Ripley Linkous

GREETER
Farrah and Ripley
Linkous
GUIDE
Eliza Barber
READER
David Eggers
USHERS
Kim Pennington
Dusty Pennington
Gary Pennington
COUNTERS
John House
Neill Murphy
NURSERY
Isabella Armsworth

Kay Pennington

SEPTEMBER 24TH
Levering

Family



Joseph Jaynes


OUTREACH & YOUTH

MEETING ANDREW LOVEALL

Sunday August 20th the Erin congregation
welcomed Andrew Loveall, a beloved missionary
we have supported for a decade, whose mission
field is poor and indigenous regions of Guatemala.

Andrew founded New Hope for Guatemala nearly
25 years ago. Andrew’s presentation in the sanctu-
ary was a very compelling spiritual narrative where
he weaved together the week’s liturgy naturally
with his experiences as a missionary. He proceeded
to give us insights into his work and the physical
needs of the families he serves. His main message

for us to takeaway was that “The poor need Hope.”

Andrew also spoke at lunch after the worship
service and answered questions. His stories are
fascinating and had most of us on the edge of
our seats! Upon speaking with Andrew, he
requests prayer over anything else. Financially,
New Hope needs consistent monthly giving from
its partners.

The Outreach Team is very intentional in high-
lighting the local, regional, national, and interna-
tional missions our congregation supports. This
year we are spending a full month highlighting
each organization, individually. August was a
natural month to support Andrew’s work as we
are all thinking about Back to School.

New Hope for Guatemala focuses its family
touchpoints through local schools, working to
educate children and teach the Gospel. This
concept began when Andrew was considering
the biggest need of the Guatemalan church.

He says the biggest need of the people and the
church is education, so individuals can read and
interpret scriptures themselves, without relying
on others’ understanding. In addition, educating
children is a long game, but also creates real
change and everlasting effects. He expressed that
the education model they deliver gives the poor
Hope.

If you would like to learn more about Andrew’s
visit or New Hope for Guatemala, ask a member of
the Outreach Team or Pastor Stuart.
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MIDDLE SCHOOL FALL RETREAT

A Ee= Middle School Fall Retreat
at Camp John Knox
September means it’s time for
the middle school fall retreat!
The theme for this year’s retreat is
“Our Cup Overflows”. The event is
September 22-24th . The weekend is open to all
middle schoolers, and the church covers half the
cost, leaving $50 as the youth portion of registra-
tion.

It’s always fun to spend a weekend enjoying the
natural beauty of Camp John Knox and sharing
fellowship with other middle schoolers from our
Presbytery. If you are interested in attending the
retreat, please let Farrah know and she will help
get you registered. flinkyb@hotmail.com



FAMILY MINISTRY

SUNDAY

A

Over 50 people attended Rally Day Breakfast
and Sunday School last month! Thank you to
everyone who came — what a great start to a new
year of Sunday School!

Our Older Children’s Class will continue to use
the Feasting on the Word lessons, which follow the
lectionary readings giving our kids a ‘sneak peek’ at
the scriptures used in worship. Lessons for this fall
will focus mainly on the gospel readings from
Matthew.

The Pre-K & Kindergarten class will

use the Growing in Grace and Gratitude curriculum.

This fall, we will explore foundational stories from
the Old Testament, then switch to lectionary
readings during Advent and Christmas.

Pioneer Club returns
Wednesday, Sept. 13"
6:30-7:30 pm
Family Life Center

“Come. Follow me,” Jesus s3id.
* will make you fishers of people.
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Planet Worship
September 10" & 24"

Planet Worship, our children’s worship
program, meets on the 2" and 4™ Sundays
each month (with the exception of holidays
and school breaks).

This year, we begin a new study, Disciples
Then! Disciples Now! Through this study,
children will learn about the life and work of
each of Jesus’ twelve Disciples. This month,
we will learn about Peter and Andrew. As we
study these faithful followers we will discuss
how we too are called to be Disciples of Christ.
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Pioneer Club meets once every month
during the school year!

Pioneer Club is a “hands-on” activity club
for elementary age kids. This year’s theme
is Mystery Wednesdays, based on a series
of easy reader books, “Nate the Great,” by
Marjorie Sharmat. Nate is a boy detective
who loves pancakes and solving mysteries.
Each week, we’ll join Nate on an important
case, solve some mysteries, puzzles and
games, and occasionally eat some pancakes!



