
25  Bill Brazelton 

30  Harry Franz 

 
Visit us at: www.erinpres.org for events, 

 news and to read John’s devotions! 

TO: 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

5  Jackie Griffin 

11  Dusty Pennington 

12  Debra Poole 

16  Nancy Berry 

17  Sara Leckie 

18  Connor Quinn 

Erin Presbyterian Church 
200 Lockett Rd.  Knoxville, TN 37919 
865.588.5350  www.erinpres.org 

4TH  8:30am Fall Leaf Cleanup 

7TH  7pm Discipleship Team 

8TH  6:30pm Pioneer Club 

9TH  10am PW/7pm Worship Team 
 

12TH  Angel Tree begins 
           12pm Veteran’s Day Reception 
           12pm Outreach Team 
 

13TH  No BridgeBuilders 

14TH  7pm Property Team 

16TH  10am Final PW 

15TH  12pm Outreach 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
& EVENTS 

16TH  7pm Session Meeting  

17TH  12pm Staff Meeting 

19TH  3pm Celtic Candlelight Celebration 

23RD-24TH Office Closed for Thanksgiving  

26TH  12pm Missionary Luncheon 
 

29TH  4:30pm Hanging of the Greens 
                           & Chili Dinner (WND) 
 



 

THE BEACON   NOVEMBER 2023 

                Dear Friends, 
                November always brings with it a great deal  
                of grateful reflection. In the middle of the 
month, we commemorate Veterans’ Day in which we 
give thanks for those who have served and who are  
serving in our military forces. We recognize them for 
their commitment to our nation, especially those who 
have served in times of war or combat. Most of the  
privileges and liberties that we take for granted today 
have been protected and sustained by our military. 
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   At Erin, we also take this moment to acknowledge 
those church members who lost their lives in combat.  
We have already done this on Memorial Sunday in  
May, but, because of the old tradition of connecting  
Armistice Day with November 11, we also speak and  
hear the names of the three church members we  
lost in World War 1 (Francis Burdette), World War 2 
(Jacob Harold Swanner), and Vietnam (Charles ‘Chip’  
Pilkington). 
 

   At the end of the month, we will celebrate two  
things – Thanksgiving Day with our families and  
friends – and Christ is King Sunday in our congregation. 

Galatians 6:9-10  And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give 
up. So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who are of the  
household of faith. 

We look forward to being together, to share  
fellowship and food, celebrations and conversations, 
fun and faith. 
 

   As we remember and celebrate these occasions, it’s 
also a good time of year to strengthen our connections 
with our families and friends in the congregation.  
Each year, we all go through different experiences and 
issues, so as we approach the festive time of Advent 
and Christmas, it’s a good opportunity to strengthen 
the ties that bind us together as a congregation. A 
cheerful card or a short telephone call, a ‘how are 
you?’ email or even a smiley face on Facebook is all 
that it takes to reach out to our fellow worshippers,  
or as Paul calls them ‘those who are of the household 
of faith.’ So, in the midst of all that we are hastily  
preparing for, let’s not forget the folks among us at 
church on Sundays, or at home. Let’s be thankful for 
their friendship and continue to celebrate the gladness 
and support we have given one another. 
 

May God be with you and bless all our loved ones this 
November. 

         Pastor John 



CONNECTIONS 

                          CONNECTIONS CLASS 
                          During the month of November, the     
                          Connections Class will continue to      
                          meet and discuss the Gospel of Mark.     
                          Each week, the class will look at a    
different chapter and will eventually finish the  
Gospel in the middle of December. Pastor Stuart  
will lead the classes, as well as providing the text 
with questions to ponder. He will send the text by 
email on Fridays and will have paper copies available 
for each Sunday class. 
 

The classes will take place in the Heritage Room and 
start around 9:30AM. It will conclude before 10:30am. 
Everyone is welcome to attend the class each week or 
drop in any Sunday.  
 

Here’s a schedule of what chapters will be covered 
during the next five weeks: 
 

05 November      - Mark 12 
12 November       - Mark 13 
19 November       - Mark 14:1-31 
25 November       - Mark 14:32-72 
03 December       - Mark 15:1-24 
 

SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING NOV. 19TH 
   On Sunday 19th November, we will be holding a  
special congregational meeting for two purposes. 
 

The first business item will be to select church  
members for our annual Nominations team. The  
team will be given a two-fold task of searching for  
elder candidates from the Class of 2027 and also  
to seek church members to serve on the Pastor  
Nominating Committee who will be given the role  
of finding our new full-time pastor. 
 

The second business item will be to dissolve the  
pastoral tie between Erin Presbyterian Church and  
Pastor Stuart as of December 31, 2023. The 1995  
congregation initially gave John his call to come to 
Erin; the 2023 congregation now has to formally end 
that call. This will help put in process all that is needed 
for our Presbytery’s Committee on Ministry, as well as 
what John needs to initiate his PCUSA pension. 
Please come to the worship service, as well as the 
meeting, on that Sunday morning. 

PASTOR’S RETIREMENT DINNER 

With love and gratitude, we will celebrate  
our dear Pastor and friend, Rev. John Stuart.   
 

Please join us on Wednesday, December 6th at 6pm  
at the lovely Bearden Banquet Hall.  We will enjoy a deli-
cious meal with John and Evelyn, in honor of their years 
of love and service. 
 

You will soon see a bulletin insert where you will sign up 
to attend this special event. Please be sure to do so. Fi-
nal numbers are due to the banquet hall on Nov. 29th 
and they can accommodate very few last-minute sig-
nups. 
 

We want everyone to be there, so if you need  a ride, 
please contact April, our Admin, so she can make  
arrangements to have you picked up and taken home 
that evening.  865-588-5350 
We truly hope you can all join us. 
 

CANDLELIGHT CELTIC CELEBRATION 
             Erin will be honoring its rich Celtic heritage with  
             an afternoon of Celtic music, stories and dance. 
 

             Please join us on Sunday, November 19th at  
3pm to enjoy this celebration of culture and beauty. It 
will be followed by a time of fellowship and  delicious 
treats in the narthex. 
 

ANGEL TREE 
We are going to host the Angel Tree again this  
year, with names of the children at Sunset Gap, 
 like last year. We will have 12  names, 5 gifts  
each, for a total of 60 gifts for our church  
members to purchase.   
 

The Angel Tree will be up on Sunday,  
November 12th so you can grab a tag. The gifts will need 
to be brought back to the church by Sunday,  
December 3rd. Our Erin Youth Group will be wrapping 
the gifts for us, so please leave them un-wrapped.  
 

FALL LEAF CLEANUP 
On Saturday, November 4th please stop by the church 
between 8:30am and noon to lend a hand with Fall Leaf 
Cleanup.  Bring your rake or blower and we’ll get it done 
quickly. 



NOVEMBER  
VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE 

NOVEMBER 5TH NOVEMBER 12TH NOVEMBER 19TH NOVEMBER 26TH 

COFFEE COFFEE COFFEE COFFEE 

Mary Nelle Cate Anna McKay David Eggers Diana Brandon 

BELL RINGER BELL RINGER BELL RINGER BELL RINGER 

Lucas Barber Eliza Barber Ripley Linkous Will McCallum 

GREETER GREETER GREETER GREETER 

Kelli and Tony  Jim and Ginger Farrah & Ripley Jim Montgomery 

Denny Thompson Linkous Joanne Clelland 

GUIDE GUIDE GUIDE GUIDE 

John House Elaina Wood Craig Strand Eliza Barber 

READER READER READER READER 

Betty Gibbs Anna McKay Kim Jaynes David Eggers 

USHERS USHERS USHERS USHERS 

Dave Leckie David Eggers Mike Cate Kim Pennington 

Gary Pennington Robbie Levering Mary Nelle Cate Dusty Pennington 

Linda Quinley Kelcey Levering Randy Sarles David Eggers 

COUNTERS COUNTERS COUNTERS COUNTERS 

Rickey McCallum Neill Murphy Craig Strand John House 

Joe Jaynes David Eggers Andy Sarles Neill Murphy 

NURSERY NURSERY NURSERY NURSERY 

Elaina Wood Lindsey Barber Kay Pennington Isabella Armsworth 

Isabella Armsworth Farrah Linkous Kelcey Levering Elaina Wood 

ONLINE SERVICE VOLUNTEERS 

NOVEMBER 5TH NOVEMBER 12TH NOVEMBER 19TH NOVEMBER 26TH 

Rob & Kelcey 
Levering 

Andy & Kelsey 
Sarles 

Randy & Kellan 
Sarles 

Dave & Sara 
Leckie 



FINANCIALS 

 



THE HOLIDAYS & MORE 

                          HANGING OF THE GREENS  
                           & WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER 
                           Come join us for this fun and meaningful                   
                           way we celebrate the Advent season!   
                           We’ll be decorating the church for the  
for Christmas on Wednesday, November29th at 4:30pm.  
 

Afterward, we will enjoy a delicious chili dinner in the  
fellowship hall before going to evening practices.  
Christmas + Chili = Holiday Fun! 
 

VETERAN’S DAY RECEPTION 
              On Sunday November 12th, we’ll be honoring our     
              veterans who have served our nation. There will     
              be a reception after the church worship service. 
Cake and refreshments will be served by our Fellowship 
Team.  
 

POINSETTIAS IN HONOR OR MEMORY 
             The poinsettias will be $15 each this year.  
              During the worship service, simply fill out the  
              insert provided in the bulletin to give a poinsettia  
in Honor or in Memory of someone dear to you. Take 
your poinsettia home after the Christmas Eve service. 
 

CHRISTMAS CAROLING 
                           Right after the worship service on Sunday,    
                           December 17th come on down to the  
                           Fellowship Hall for Pizza and dessert!  
                           Then, we’ll go Christmas Caroling to 
spread some Christmas cheer to those in the congrega-
tion who are homebound.  We hope many of you can join 
us this year since we’ll be going earlier in the day.  It’s a 
blessing to see those smiles on their faces! 
 

CHRISTMAS COFFEE CLUB 
Want to spend some time with Pastor 
Stuart one more time before he retires? 
Come by the Fellowship Hall on Tuesday, 
December 12th at 10:30am for some  
Christmas sweets, good conversation,  
and a delicious cup of coffee. Pastor John, 
Joy, and April will look forward to seeing you. Wear  
your ugly Christmas sweater or some holiday colors! 

YOUTH CALENDAR 2023 - 2024 
November 19 - Friendsgiving with Small & Mighty 
Group 
November 26 - No youth group  
December 3 - Youth Wrap Party for Sunset Gap 
December 10 - Last youth group for 2023 
December 17 - Churchwide Christmas Caroling 
January 7 - Youth group resumes 
January 21 - Montreat interest meeting 
 

MONTREAT  
Montreat recently announced dates and themes for 
2024 camps. The Middle School conference theme 
for 2024 is “In The Middle of It All” and it will take 
place July 17-21 at Maryville College.  
 

The High School conference theme will be “Planting 
Peace”, and camps go on from June 2 - August 3 at 
Montreat Conference Center. 
 

 We will have an interest meeting on January 21st  
during regular youth group time to discuss our 2024 
trips. Parents and youth are invited to attend, enjoy 
a pizza lunch, and learn about Montreat.  
 

JOINING THE JUSTICE KNOX TEAM 

On Sunday, October 1st, twenty-eight Erin members 
remained after church to participate in our annual 
Justice Knox listening sessions.  The sessions  
provided a forum for hearing the concerns about 
our community.  In many cases, the issues raised 
were ones that Justice Knox is already researching 
and working to resolve: homelessness, gun  
violence, inadequate public transportation, and  
unfair disciplinary practices in our public schools.   
 

We heard poignant first-hand stories about these 
problems that impact all of us.  Twenty-two  people 
pledged to join Justice Knox this year.  Over the 
course of the year, our team members will have  
opportunities to work with people of faith across 
Knoxville, serving on committees, helping with  
research, and meeting with local decision-makers. 
Their commitment to Justice Knox is the first step 
in bringing change they want to see in the world! 



FAMILY MINISTIRES 

 
 

Pioneer Club meets 
November 8th  
6:30 - 7:30pm 

 
All aboard the Owl Express for another Nate the  
Great mystery!  While on a train trip, Nate is charged 
with guarding his cousin’s owl, Hoot.  When Hoot  
disappears, Nate has many suspects to question and 
many places to look.  Will the great detective solve  
the case of the vanishing owl?  Join us this month in 
Pioneer Club to find out. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

           Come. Follow me,” Jesus said.   
       “I will make you fishers of people.” 

 

Planet Worship  
November 12th  

 
 

This month in Planet Worship, we continue our 
study of Jesus’ disciples with a focus on John, the 
son of Zebedee and brother to James. 

 

                                                        PW 
                Bible Study 
 
 
 
 

 

Thursdays at 10 am 
Nov. 2 - Nov. 16 

Family Life Center 
 

Our women’s bible study continues this month 
with 3 more sessions.  Join us as Lisa Osborne 
leads us on an in depth look at Matthew 5, Jesus’ 
Sermon on the Mount.  Then, we will conclude 
our fall study just before Thanksgiving, with a  
final lesson on Gratitude as a Spiritual Discipline.   
 

Each weekly session will begin with a time of  
fellowship, coffee and treats.  All ladies of Erin  
are welcome and feel free to invite a friend. 
 

Topic Schedule: 
Nov. 2:    Matthew 5:  Salt and Light 
Nov. 9:    Matthew 5:  Fulfillment of the Law 
Nov. 16:  Gratitude as a Spiritual Discipline 

 

There will be no Planet Worship  

on Nov. 26th due to Thanksgiving  

break weekend. 



OUTREACH 

SUNSET GAP HAS A NEW TRUCK 
Last November the refrigerated truck Sunset Gap uses to 
pick up perishable food for their food pantry broke 
down, and repairs were estimated at close to $50,000. 
Erin’s Outreach team started a GoFundMe account in 
May to spread the word about this serious need and 
help raise funds to repair the truck. Audrey Jones, the 
director of Sunset Gap Community Center, reports that 
an anonymous donor purchased a brand-new refrigerat-
ed truck, and it has been delivered! Audrey writes,  
 

“We have received the truck and have already made one 
trip. All monies that we received will be put in a fund for 
truck expenses, i.e., fuel, tags, maintenance and insur-
ance, and to put our logo on the side of the truck. Words 
cannot express how thankful we are for all of the support 
received to get a truck back on the road. We will be able 
to get back on schedule with Trader Joe's and Fish Pan-
try, and make trips to Second Harvest and the Midwest 
Food Pantry.  
 

This year has been a struggle in keeping food in our food 
pantry for distribution. This time last year we were able 
to provide 18 to 21 cans of food (vegetables and fruit) 
and currently we are fortunate if we can provide just 3 to 
6 cans per food box.  
 

Again, please express our appreciation for everything 
Erin Church does for us in our ministry.”  
 

Thank you from the Outreach team to all who donated 
to the truck fund! God is good, and with His help Sunset 
Gap can continue to provide fresh, healthy food to the 
families they serve every month.  
 

ELIZABETH TURK TO SPEAK AT ERIN NOVEMBER 26 
Elizabeth and Dan Turk have served as PCUSA mission co
-workers in Madagascar for many years, and Erin Presby-
terian has supported them for much of that time. On 
Sunday, November 26, Elizabeth Turk will visit Erin to 
update us on their work in public health (Elizabeth) and 
agriculture (Dan), and to describe the challenges the 
people of Madagascar face due to political unrest, pov-
erty, lack of education, and climate change. We’ll hear 
how the Turks are partnering with FJKM, the Madagas-
car church, to address many of these challenges.  
 

Please join us for lunch on November 26, the Sunday 
after Thanksgiving (we promise it won’t be turkey!). 
You’ll have a chance to hear Elizabeth’s presenta-
tion, ask questions., and get a sense of their ministry 
so you can pray more specifically for them as mis-
sion partners. Watch for signups in the bulletin in 
November.   
 

WANT TO HELP AN ADULT LEARN TO READ? 
Friends of Literacy in Knoxville sponsors classes for 
adults who want to learn to read or improve their 
reading skills. Before COVID, they offered classes at 
several churches around town, but since then some 
of those churches decided not to continue with the 
program. The organization is looking for new host 
churches, and the Outreach team is considering 
whether Erin Church might become a host congrega-
tion. We would provide space for a class one even-
ing a week, as well as volunteer reading teachers. 
Friends of Literacy would provide all curriculum ma-
terials and training for the volunteer teachers.  
 

Erin has quite a few teachers and retired teachers 
who might be interested, but you don’t have to 
have teaching experience to volunteer. Our next 
step is to see if we have enough volunteers to move 
forward, so please contact Kim Jaynes if you’d like to 
find out more:  865-384-9997 
kim.m.jaynes@gmail.com  
 

We’ll figure out a convenient time for a representa-
tive from Friends of Literacy to come and talk to us 
about the program and answer questions. 
 

Please consider helping with this opportunity to 
meet a real need in our neighborhood. 
 

 

mailto:kim.m.jaynes@gmail.com

