
21  Farrah Linkous 

22  Cathy Van Ostrand 

30  Sarah McKay 
Visit us at: www.erinpres.org for events, 

 news and to read John’s devotions! 

TO: 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

7  Reed Sarles 

14  Lynne Jones 

17  Jenny Boyd 

18 Eliza Barber 

19  David Eggers 

20  April Cyr 

Erin Presbyterian Church 
200 Lockett Rd.  Knoxville, TN 37919 
865.588.5350  www.erinpres.org 

3RD  Fist Sunday of Advent 

5TH  7pm Discipleship Team 

6TH  6pm Retirement Dinner 

7TH  6:30pm Handbells 

         7:30pm Choir 

10TH  12pm Outreach Team 

12TH  10:30am Christmas Coffee Club  

14TH  7pm Session Meeting 

            8pm Worship Team 

15TH  12pm Staff Meeting 

17TH  12pm Pizza Lunch & Christmas Caroling 

24TH  6:30pm Christmas Eve Service 

26TH  Merry Christmas! 

Office Closed 25th and 26th 
 

 
January 1st  New Year’s Day 
Office Closed 

DECEMBER  EVENTS 



 

  Ecclesiastes 7:8   “Better is the end of a thing than its beginning, and the patient in spirit  
  is better than the proud in spirit.” 

THE BEACON   DECEMBER 2023 

Dear Friends, 
 

I can’t believe that it’s December already and we’re 
heading into the last part of the year. This will be my 
final month as your pastor and the last stage of my  
journey with you. More than thirty years ago, this 
whole process began when two pastors’ wives in the 
summer of 1993 - our Evelyn and Nancy Nicely from 
Graystone - shared an idea about their husbands doing 
a pulpit exchange the next year. Nancy’s husband 
Mark had always wanted to visit Scotland and play 
some golf there; Evelyn thought that our family would 
enjoy being in America and perhaps visiting Disney-
world in Florida. So, in the summer of 1994, the  
Stuarts and the Nicelys exchanged pulpits, manses,  
and cars for six weeks in order to have the vacation of 
a lifetime. 
 

But God had other plans, so a year later the Stuarts  
arrived at Tyson-McGhee airport on June 6th (D-Day), 
1995 to begin a new ministry at Erin Presbyterian 
Church. 
 

I find it incredible to think that we’ve been here for 28 
and a half years and are now ready to retire. It’s been 
an amazing journey and I’m thankful for all that has 

been accomplished. I wish I could have done more - 
it’s not always been easy - but I think that I’ve fulfilled 
what God sent us over here to do. 

It’s a good time of year to end and begin the season  
of Advent because it’s all about waiting for God to 
continue His work through Christ. It’s a sacred time 
when we focus on the future and seek to welcome  
our King. It makes me think that the transition you’re 
about to go through as a congregation is really an  
extension of Advent  - you’re hoping and praying that 
God will send you someone to lead the congregation, 
and that whoever she or he will be, you will work 
together to fulfill whatever Christ wants you, as a  
congregation and new pastor, to accomplish. 
 

You’ll always be in our thoughts and prayers.  
As a congregation, you have loved us dearly, far more 
than we deserve. Thank you for taking the risk of faith 
to bring us here. May the Spirit continue to enable you 
to make that next leap of faith in your future, too. 
 

May God bless you and all your loved ones. 
 

                                                 John and Evelyn Stuart 



CONNECTIONS 

                   CONNECTIONS CLASS - GOSPEL OF MARK 
                   During the month of December, the  
                   Connections Class will continue to meet  
                   and  discuss the Gospel of Mark. Pasto 
Stuart will lead the classes, as well as providing the 
text with questions to ponder. He will send the text by 
email on Fridays and will have paper copies available 
for each Sunday class. This will be his last opportunity 
to teach Sunday School at Erin. He is thankful for the 
many years of doing this and hopes that the class will 
continue in the near future. 
 

The classes will take place in the Heritage Room and 
start around 9:30AM. It will conclude before 10:30AM. 
Everyone is welcome to attend the class each week or 
drop in any Sunday.  
 

Here’s a schedule of what chapters will be covered 
during the next five weeks: 
 

03 December   - Mark 15:1-24 
10 December   - Mark 15:25-47 
17 December   - Mark 16:1-20 
 

END OF YEAR CONTRIBUTIONS 
As we head toward the end of the year, some of our 
folks make special contributions to the church. This 
enables us to start the New Year with a strong cash 
flow balance and these gifts are greatly appreciated by 
the whole congregation. If you would like to continue 
or even to begin a tradition of donating a special one -
time gift to the church at this time of year, we would 
be pleased to be blessed by your generosity. An end -
of -year gift can be placed in the offering plate on any 
given Sunday between now and the end of the year. 
Alternatively, you may mail a check to the church at 
your convenience. The only requirement that the IRS 
has is that your gift must be made and mailed before 
or on 31 December. You can also make a special gift on 
our website using the secure donation page. You can 
find the tab at the top marked “Donate,” on the front 
page of the website: www.erinpres.org . May God 
bless you for your support, generosity, and kindness 
which enable our congregation to accomplish many 
things in Christ’s Name. 

ERIN CHURCH WELCOMES 
REV. DR. ANNE MCKEE  
AS INTERIM PASTOR 
At the November Session 
Meeting, Session voted 
unanimously to hire Rev. Dr. 
Anne McKee as our full time 
Interim Pastor and she has 
accepted the position. 
 

The role of an Interim Pastor 
is a unique one in that it is a temporary contract  
position hired by Session.  Contracts are for a 12-
month period and may be extended depending  
on where a congregation is in the search for the  
permanent Pastor. 
 

Pastor McKee has been a Presbyterian minister  
for nearly 40 years.   She has served as an Associate  
Pastor and was the Campus Minister at Maryville  
College for over 20 years.  She has special training in 
transitional ministry and has been an Interim Pastor 
at several churches, most recently at Westminster 
Presbyterian Church here in Knoxville.   
 

She will begin her work at Erin on Monday, January 8, 
2024 and her first Sunday in the pulpit will be January 
15th.  She will assume all the responsibilities of a full-
time pastor – worship, pastoral care, and administra-
tive leadership. In addition, she will educate and 
guide us on the transition process as we begin our 
search for a new installed Pastor. 
 

As we welcome Rev. McKee, we will continue to work 
closely with our Presbytery Liaison Rev. Wyn Bryant 
and General Presbyter Rev. Wendy Neff through this 
transition.  Pastor Neff will be our guest pastor for 
morning worship on Sunday, January 7th. 
 

Interim Search Committee - 
Joy Bornhoeft, John House, and Jim Montgomery 

 

http://www.erinpres.org


DECEMBER 
VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE 

DECEMBER 3RD DECEMBER 10TH DECEMBER 17TH DECEMBER 24TH DECEMBER 31ST 

Don and Linda 
Quinley 

Cathy Van Ostrand  
& Kelly Boyd 

Rob & Kelcey 
Levering 

Andy & Kelsey 
Sarles 

Randy & Kellan 
Sarles 

ONLINE SERVICE VOLUNTEERS 

DECEMBER 3RD DECEMBER 10TH DECEMBER 17TH DECEMBER 24TH DECEMBER 31ST 

COFFEE COFFEE COFFEE COFFEE COFFEE 

Mary Nelle Cate Anna McKay David Eggers Diana Brandon Diana Brandon 

BELL RINGER BELL RINGER BELL RINGER BELL RINGER BELL RINGER 

Lucy Cate Eliza Barber Lucas Barber Craig Strand Addison Strand 

GREETER GREETER GREETER GREETER GREETER 

Kelli and Tony  Jim Montgomery Anna McKay Farrah and Ripley David & Brooks 

Denny Joanne Clelland Pat Wallin Linkous Eggers 

GUIDE GUIDE GUIDE GUIDE GUIDE 

Rickey McCallum Anna McKay Eliza Barber Kelcey Levering Diana Brandon 

READER READER READER READER READER 

Erin McCallum Randy Sarles David Eggers Robbie Levering Evelyn Stuart 

USHERS USHERS USHERS USHERS USHERS 

David Eggers Randy Sarles Mike Cate Kim Pennington Dave and Sara 

Brooks Eggers Robbie Levering Mary Nelle Cate Dusty Pennington Leckie 

Linda Quinley Dave Leckie Randy Sarles Gary Pennington Jim Montgomery 

COUNTERS COUNTERS COUNTERS COUNTERS COUNTERS 

David Eggers Neill Murphy Craig Strand Joe Jaynes John House 

Joe Jaynes John House Rickey McCallum Andy Sarles Neill Murphy 

NURSERY NURSERY NURSERY NURSERY NURSERY 

Lindsey Barber Kelcey Levering Elaina Wood Kay Pennington Farrah Linkous 



 

FINANCIALS 



CHRISTMAS COFFEE CLUB 
Want to spend some time with Pastor 
Stuart one more time before he retires? 
Come by the Fellowship Hall on Tuesday, 
December 12th at 10:30am for some  
Christmas sweets, good conversation,  
and a delicious cup of coffee. Pastor John, Joy, and April 
will look forward to seeing you. Feel free to wear your ugly 
Christmas sweater or some holiday colors! 
 

POINSETTIAS IN HONOR OR MEMORY 
             To give a poinsettia in Honor or in Memory of    
              someone dear to you, simply fill out the  
              insert provided in the bulletin.  The poinsettias will 
be $15 each this year. Take your poinsettia home after the 
Christmas Eve service. 
 

CHRISTMAS CAROLING 
                          Christmas Caroling is planned for Sunday,                    
                          December 17th! We will have pizza in the          
                          Fellowship Hall after the worship service      
                          and then head out for some caroling…no 
need for dark to sing some wonderful Christmas carols, 
and bring some Christmas cheer to our shut-ins. Signups 
are in the bulletin. 
 

THE WORDPLAYERS PRESENT: 
THE LION, THE WITCH, AND  
THE WARDROBE 
 

C.S. Lewis’ classic, set in the land  
of Narnia, faithfully recreates the magic and mystery of 
Aslan, his struggle with the White Witch, and the adven-
tures of four children who inadvertently wander from an 
old wardrobe into the exciting,  
never-to-be-forgotten Narnia. All the memorable  
episodes from the story are represented. 
 

At Clayton Performing Arts Center: Pellissippi State  
Community College  - Hardin Valley Campus 
 

Friday, Dec. 8 @ 7:30 pm   Saturday, Dec. 9 @ 2:30 pm 
Sunday, Dec. 10 @ 2:30 pm   
 

Adults: $18, Students (13+): $12, Child (12 & under): $8  
Tickets available online at https://www.pstcc.edu/
arts/  and at the door. 

PASTOR’S RETIREMENT DINNER 
We’re very excited to see so many of our church 
family and friends signed up to attend Pastor Stu-
art’s Retirement Dinner on Wednesday, December 
6 at Bearden Banquet Hall!! It promises to be an 
enjoyable evening celebrating Erin’s years under 
John’s care and guidance.  
 

TO THOSE WHO SENT AN RSVP 
We’re looking forward to seeing you at the dinner 
on Wednesday, December 6th! It starts at 6pm, 
Bearden Banquet Hall. 
 

There will be a book to sign on the Gift & Card  
Table, so please take a moment to write something 
to John and Evelyn. 
 

MONTREAT INTEREST MEETING 
Montreat recently announced dates and themes for 
2024 camps. The Middle School conference theme 
for 2024 is “In The Middle of It All” and it will take 
place July 17-21 at Maryville College. The High 
School conference theme will be “Planting Peace” 
and camps go on from June 2 - August 3 at Mon-
treat Conference Center. We will have an interest 
meeting on January 21during regular youth group 
time to discuss our 2024 trips. Parents and youth 
are invited to attend, enjoy a pizza lunch, and learn 
about Montreat. 
 

CHRISTMAS WRAP PARTY 
The youth will be wrapping the gifts for the Sunset 
Gap Angel Tree on December 3, following church 
service. If you have any spare wrapping paper, 
bows, tape, or boxes for shirts and coats, we will 
put them to good use! Just bring them on Sunday 
and leave by the angel tree. We’ll have snacks and 
Christmas music, and need all youth hands on deck! 
 

IMPORTANT YOUTH DATES 
December 3 - Christmas Wrap party 
December 10 - last youth group for 2023 
January 7 - youth group resumes  
January 21 - Montreat Interest Meeting 

THE HOLIDAYS & MORE 

https://www.pstcc.edu/arts/
https://www.pstcc.edu/arts/


 
 
 
 
 
All aboard the Owl Express for another Nate the  
Great mystery!  While on a train trip, Nate is charged 
with guarding his cousin’s owl, Hoot.  When Hoot  
disappears, Nate has many suspects to question and 
many places to look.  Will the great detective solve  
the case of the vanishing owl?  Join us this month in 
Pioneer Club to find out. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

         Come. Follow me,” Jesus said.   
     “I will make you fishers of people.” 
 

Planet Worship  
December 10th  

 

This month in Planet Worship, we continue our study  
of Jesus’ followers with a focus on Faithful Women – 
the Three Marys.  

Pioneer Club  
December 13 
6:30 - 7:30pm Advent Resources 

Advent is the season of preparation for Christ’s Na-
tivity at Christmas and His expected return. 
Advent Devotional Booklets and activities for adults, 
youth, and children will be given out during Sunday 
School on December 3.  Resources also will be avail-
able on a table in the Narthex.  Take home your cop-
ies today and make time to pause and reflect on the 
true meaning of this special season. 
 
 
 

hristmas  

torytime 

 
Below is a list of children’s books perfect for story 
time at Christmas.  All titles can be found at the 
Knox County Public Library. 
 

Story of the Stars by Sally Lloyd-Jones 

The Legend of Saint Nicholas by Anselm Grün 

The Christmas Story by Kay Chorao 

Listen to the Silent Night by Dandi Daley Mackall 

The First Night by B. G. Hennessy 

There will be no Planet Worship on Dec. 24th. 

FAMILY MINISTRY 



ANGEL TREE GIFTS DUE BACK DEC. 3 
Remember, if you took a tag from the 
Angel Tree the gifts are due back on 
Sunday, December 3. Our youth group 
will wrap them after church that day. 
Please include the tag so we know who 
it’s for! We’ll deliver the gifts to Sunset Gap on Monday 
or Tuesday of that week. 
 

We’re also collecting gently used coats, hats, scarves, 
and gloves for adults and children to be distributed by 
Sunset Gap. Bring them on Sunday, December 3 and 
hang them on the rack in the narthex. We’ll deliver them 
along with the Angel Tree gifts.  
 

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING 
Each December since the 1930s, our  
denomination has collected the Christmas 
Joy offering. Half of the funds are used by 
the Presbyterian Board of Pensions to help 
current and retired Presbyterian church 
workers and their surviving spouses facing 

times of financial hardship, such as paying for long-term 
care. The remaining half of the offerings collected go to 
Presbyterian-related schools and colleges that provide 
education and leadership development to communities 
of color while nurturing their racial and ethnic heritage.  
 

This offering is traditionally given on Christmas Eve;  
envelopes will be available in the pews the last three 
Sundays of December.  
 

NEW SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS 
Beginning on January 7, Joe and  
Kim Jaynes will offer a new Sunday 
school class on the parables of Jesus. 
These stories are familiar to most of us, but according to 
Amy-Jill Levine, Vanderbilt University Professor of New 
Testament and Jewish Studies, modern-day Christians 
often miss crucial historical context.  
 

Because our lives are so different from those of Jesus’s 
contemporaries, we may not fully grasp the intent of the 
story.  
 

According to Ms. Levine, the parables Jesus told were 

sometimes puzzling, often humorous, and always  
challenging. By exploring the underlying Jewish  
history and context, we can more fully know what 
Jesus meant for his original audience - and us as well 
- to learn and put into practice.  
Our study will be based on Ms. Levine’s book Short 
Stories by Jesus, but class participants don’t need to 
purchase the book. If this study sounds intriguing, 
we hope you will join us at 9:30 each week in the 
last room on the left in the new educational wing.  
 

FRIENDS OF LITERACY 
Last month we presented an opportunity for Erin 
Church members and friends to help teach adults  
to read through Knoxville Friends of Literacy. A few 
people have expressed interest in finding out more, 
and we’d love to have a couple more potential  
volunteers. Curriculum and training would be  
provided by Friends of Literacy. If you’re interested, 
please contact Kim Jaynes or another member of 
the Outreach team. Classes would be weekly,  
probably on a weekday evening. We plan to set up a 
time in January for a representative to talk to us and 
answer questions.  
 

VISIT FROM MADASCAR MISSIONARY DAN TURK 
 

OUTREACH 


