Dear Friends,

How warmly you all have welcomed me to Erin!

The first couple of weeks were full of adventures -

the expected opportunities to meet with teams and
individuals, and then the unexpected snow days and

a chance to learn where every thermostat in the
building is located, and to see in action your leadership
and staff working together to make decisions and move
everything forward. | suppose the pandemic taught us
how to adapt to all kinds of changing situations, and
we carry those lessons forward with us.

I'll do my best to keep you updated on the transitional
process as we move forward. Sometimes folks look at
the Presbyterian process of calling a new minister and
wonder what in the world takes so long. Other non-
profits find new CEQ’s in relatively short order. Our
Methodist neighbors don’t have to choose their pastors
at all; the district superintendent assigns someone to
each congregation. It can be frustrating to contemplate
the steps a congregation will go through on the way to
welcoming a new pastor.

Presbyterians approach the time between ministers
less like a change in business leadership and more
like remarriage. Just as you would rarely encourage a

newly single person to jump right into a new relationship

without taking some time to themselves, Presbyterian
congregations use the time between ministers to think
deeply about who they are and where they want to go
in the next stage of their journey. We even fill out
documents that may seem a bit like a dating profile.
It’s not just “waiting;” the whole time we will keep
doing ministry, make plans for the future, and get
ready to welcome a new pastor.
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In the next month, | will work with the nominating
committee to design a process to bring a strong and
balanced Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) for the
congregation’s vote. The PNC is the group of people
who will do the heavy lifting on the search process.
They will search for a PNC that reflects the broad
range of ages, length of membership, interests, and
life-situations of the congregation. They will lead the
congregation through thinking about its priorities,
write the Ministry Information Form (MIF), review
Personal Discernment Profiles (PDP’s) from ministers
who are interested in learning more about us, conduct
interviews, and ultimately select someone for the
congregation to vote on as the next pastor. All this
will be done in partnership with the presbytery.
Members of the PNC must be spiritually mature and
faithful, have a deep understanding of Erin’s mission
and needs, keep confidentiality, and be willing and
able to give a substantial amount of time over the
next year or so, however long the process will take.
Folks who have served on PNC’s invariably talk about
how much they learn, what fun they have, and how
honored they are to serve in this important role.

Yes, the process takes a while! But it can be a very
fruitful time. As we take these next steps together we
will learn things about each other. We will try to keep
a balance between making forward progress and not
rushing. | think we will enjoy this particular time in the
journey.

Blessings,
Anne



CONNECTIONS

LENTEN SERIES: THE ARTS AS A SPIRITUAL LENS
WEDNESDAYS: FEBRUARY 21ST AND 28TH,
MARCH 6TH, 13TH AND 20TH AT 5:30PM IN
THE FELLOWSHIP HALL

Lent marks the forty days before Easter, a time when
Christians prepare to walk with Christ through Holy
Week and then celebrate his resurrection. This year,
we are going to have a series of five simple dinners
with a brief reflection experience, which we’re calling,
“Write the Vision, Make it Plain: Seeing Christ in the

Arts.” These are very informal dinners. (so don’t worry

if you’re a bit late) We'll start our program around
5:45.

Think of all the ways God is revealed to us through
scripture, relationships, and those in need. God also
comes to us in the arts: drama, music, visual arts, film,
woodwork, fabric arts, cooking, and many more. We
can feel the Spirit at museums and in theaters, as well
as in the quiet of our living rooms or work rooms, as
we use our creative powers to make something new.

At each Lenten dinner, we will have a conversation
with a member of the Erin community about their
particular form of art and what it means to them.

| hope this will help us get to know each other better
and rediscover all the ways the Spirit is active among
us.

Feel free to attend the ones your schedule allows, but
please sign up for them in the bulletin, so we have a
sense of how many to prepare for. We'll set out a

basket for contributions to defray the cost of the meal.

February 21: Joe Jaynes, theater
February 28: Janice James, music
March 6: Betty Gibbs, cooking
March 13: John House, photography
March 20: TBA

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE

DROP IN BETWEEN 5-8PM

This year, recognizing that Ash Wednesday is also
Valentine’s Day - an interesting combination of
indulgence and fasting - we will offer a walk-through
Ash Wednesday worship experience, with stations
where you are guided in reflection. Anne will be there
to offer ashes for those who want to receive them.
Lent is a time of spiritual focus and preparation for

Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem, his death, and then his
resurrection. Christians mark Lent in different ways -
by taking on a new discipline, giving up something
whose absence will help you contemplate your
dependence on Christ, or setting aside time for
prayer and reflection on scripture. All these actions
help us hear the gospel afresh, so that marking Holy
Week and Easter is more meaningful.

We start Lent on Ash Wednesday, and this year it is
on February 14th. You probably know that Ash Wed.
follows “Shrove Tuesday” or “Mardi Gras,” a day of
indulgence. In past years, Erin has celebrated witha
pancake supper, the tradition of using up of rich
ingredients before the Lenten fast.

Ash Wednesday helps us face our great need for
Christ. We confess our sins and remember the
grace that is ours in baptism. Ashes, made from
palm branches and in the shape of a cross, remind
us that “we are dust, and to dust we shall return.”
Counterintuitively, this is not a depressing thing
to remember, because in the same motion, we
remember that Jesus shares human limits with us
and invites us to share with him in eternal life. We
look forward to walking through this holy time
together.

BLACK HISTORY MONTH SERVICE

The Civil Rights Committee and Presbytery's Social
Justice Task Force invite everyone to celebrate the
start of Black History Month with a “Better Together
Worship” service on Sunday, February 4 at 3pm at
Emmanuel United Presbyterian Church (3023 Selma
Ave.)

This event will be filled with good singing, meaningful
prayers, and lots of Good News! Rev. Paul Taylor will
be preaching, along with many other Presbyterian
ministers and friends, so we hope you can join us.

We are also recruiting a choir! Contact Barbara
Adamcik at wpcyouth.barbara@gmail.com or
865-207-2574 if you can sing one or two songs
with our Emmanuel and Presbytery friends.

After the celebration service, we will share a meal.
We're asking everyone who is interested to bring
their favorite southern dish or dessert.
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OUTREACH & MORE
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CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING
We collected $919 for the
Christmas Joy Offering,
which supports retired
PCUSA clergy and their
spouses. A portion of the
funds from this offering are
also used for

Presbyterian affiliated colleges and universities
hat train students of color to be future leaders.
Many thanks from the Outreach team to
everyone who contributed to these efforts.

FISH PANTRY SERVE DATES
FISH volunteer dates are
planned for Erin this whole
year! This will give you a
chance to get dates on your
calendar ahead of time.
Here are the dates: March 23, June 22, Sept. 28
and December 21,2024.The leaders at FISH Pantry,
Jim Wright and Emma, are so grateful that Erin has
committed to being a volunteer presence so
regularly, and one that brings dependable talent.

GET TO KNOW OUR INTERIM PASTOR!

THIS SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 4TH

After the Worship Service, join us in the narthex for
punch and snacks, and to get to know our interim
pastor, Anne. She’s been a blessing to the Staff and
Congregation.

BRIDGEBUILDERS SPRING 2024
“Searching Scripture to
Understand the Israeli-
Palestinian Conflict”
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Beginning February 12, Erin
Presbyterian will offer a 6-week BridgeBuilders
course covering the events, politics and scriptural
interpretations fueling the bitter struggle between
Israel and Palestine. This short course will follow
Theologian Walter Brueggemann’s book “Chosen:
Reading the Bible Amid the Israeli-Palestinian Con-
flict”. We will also draw from the historical wisdom
of author Michael Scott-Baumann who delineates
both the nature of Israeli control over Palestinian
territories and Palestinian resistance.

Moderated by Kellan Sarles, with participation
from others, the course will provide opportunity
to explore together, to look beneath the head-
lines, to open our hearts more fully to the
wounded on both sides, and to offer ourselves
as agents of peace.

If you are new to BridgeBuilders, we are an
online community seeking to bridge the divides
that separate and alienate the children of God.
We meet weekly via Zoom on Monday evenings
from 7:00 - 8:30pm. The course is free and open
to all, regardless of your church/faith tradition.
Please register by Feb. 5th for this course. We
also highly advise purchasing the book (paperback
or Kindle) using the link on the registration page:
https://www.erinpresbyterian.org/
bridgebuilders/

JUSTICE KNOX NETWORK TEAM MEETING
Annually, our Erin Justice Knox delegation meets
together to begin recruitment planning for the
Nehemiah Action Assembly. This year, the
meeting will convene immediately after church
on Sunday, February 25th in Joe and Kim Jaynes’
classroom. Light refreshments will be served.

Team members, please make every effort to
attend, in order to hear important issue updates
and strategize how to meet our Nehemiah Action
attendance goal! Remember, strong church
networks are the backbone of Justice Knox! See
you there!

- Kellan Sarles

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

2 Ginger Thompson 13 Dan Gibbs
6 Neill Murphy 20 Anna McKay
7 Lisa Osborne 27 Mike Cate

12 Rose Armsworth 28 Robbie Levering

13 Nathan Barber

28 Harter Crisp




- FAMILY MINISTIRES

Pioneer Club
February 14
6:30- 7:30pm

Nate the Great hates mushy stuff. But when he spies
a large red heart taped to Sludge’s doghouse, he has
a new mystery to solve. Who left Sludge a secret
Valentine? Nate is on the case! Join us at Pioneer
Club to follow the clues and solve the mystery.
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“Come. Follow me ” Jesus s3i
make you fishers of people.”

Planet Worship
February 11 and 25

This month we continue our study of Jesus’
Disciples. We will learn about James, the Son
of Alphaeus. And also about the lesser known
disciples — Bartholomew, Simon, and Jude.

Planet Worship is our worship program for
elementary age children. Kids attend 11 am
worship with their families through the
Family Sermon, then exit to the Family Life
Center for special, age-appropriate lessons.

YOUTH GROUP

Youth Group had resumed for 2024. We meet
Sunday afternoons, immediately after church.
We would love to have all of you middle school
and high school students join us. Bring a snack
or bag lunch and hang out with us!

MONTREAT TRIPS
We are in the early stages of planning for
Montreat trips!

The Middle School conference theme for 2024 is

“In The Middle of It All” and it will take place July
17th-21st at Maryville College. The Middle School
camp is open to rising 6th graders - g graders.

The High School conference theme will be
“Planting Peace” and camps go on from June 2nd
- August 3rd at Montreat Conference Center. The
high school camp is open to rising high school
freshmen through graduating high school seniors.

If you think you would like to join us this
summer, please get in touch with Farrah at
church on Sunday morning, or by email at:
youth@erinpresbyterian.org.

FEBRUARY DATES TO REMEMBER

4TH Get to know Anne after Worship Service
6TH 7pm Discipleship Team

8TH 7pm Worship Team

10TH 10am Men’s Breakfast

11TH 12pm Outreach Team

13TH 6pm Property Team

14TH 5pm Ash Wednesday Drop-In Service
16TH - 18TH High School Youth Summit
21ST 5:30pm Lent Dinner

22ND 7pm Session Meeting

25TH 12:15pm Justice Knox Network Meeting
27TH 12pm Staff Meeting

28TH 5:30pm Lent Dinner
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FEBRUARY
VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE

FEBRUARY 4TH FEBRUARY 11TH FEBRUARY 18TH FEBRUARY 25TH
COFFEE COFFEE COFFEE COFFEE
Mary Nelle Cate Anna McKay David Eggers Diana Brandon
BELL RINGER BELL RINGER BELL RINGER BELL RINGER
Eliza Barber Craig Strand Addison Strand Ripley Linkous
eliia2ds: GREETER GREETER GREETER
Kelli and Tony Linda Quinley Jim Montgomery Mike and Mary Nelle
Denny Pat Wallin Joanne Clelland Cate
GUIDE GUIDE GUIDE GUIDE
Sonja DuBois Eliza Barber John House Craig Strand
READER READER READER READER
Betty Gibbs Neill Murphy Elaina Wood David Eggers
USHERS USHERS USHERS USHERS
Mike Cate David Eggers David Leckie Kim Pennington

Robbie Levering

Kelcey Levering

Brooks Eggers

Mary Nelle Cate

Dusty Pennington

Gary Pennington

Anna McKay Larry McKay
COUNTERS COUNTERS COUNTERS COUNTERS
Rickey McCallum Neill Murphy Andy Sarles Craig Strand
Craig Strand David Eggers Joe Jaynes David Eggers
NURSERY NURSERY NURSERY NURSERY
Lindsey Barber Farrah Linkous Kelcey Levering Elaina Wood
ONLINE SERVICE VOLUNTEERS
FEBRUARY 4TH FEBRUARY 11TH FEBRUARY 18TH FEBRUARY 25TH
Rob & Kelcey Andy & Kelsey Randy & Kellan Dave & Sara
Levering Sarles Sarles Leckie




Erin Presbyterian Church

FINANCIALS

0111624 Profit & Loss Prev Year Comparison
July 1, 2023 through January T, 2024
Jul1,"23-Jan 7,24 Jul1,"22-Jan 7, 23 % Change
Ordinary Income/Expense
Incomme
Administration Income 1,137.10 545.10 H82.00
Creative Expression Income 80.00 0.00 E0.00
Discipleship Income 0.00 80.00 -20.00
Fellowship Income 695.00 580.00 106.00
Offerings 185.278.80 179,235.24 16,043 668
Property Income 5,800.00 5,350.00 -550.00
PW Income 0.00 135.00 -135.00
Stewardship Income 0.00 150.00 -150.00
Total Income 202,851.00 187,085.34 15,805 86
Gross Profit 202,091.00 187,085.34 15,8095 .68
Expense
Crrg Health & Culture Team 201.32 2145 200.87
Marketing & Communication Te... 34049 118.40 221.08
IT Team 5,630.88 2.p06.01 273388
Audio Visual Team 690.00 0.00 690.00
Administration Team 5.441.84 5,685.04 -24320
Creative Expressions Ministry 5,887.09 6,.208.20 -401.11
Discipleship Team 453.25 2.577.39 -2,124.14
Fellowship Team 4,204 .82 850.63 331418
Owtreach Team 20,025.00 21,052.00 -1,867 .00
Pastoral Ministry 63,332.03 60,188.20 3,163.83
Property Team 38.485.38 43.074.50 -5.479.21
PW expenses 156.00 135.00 -120.00
Stewardship Team 8142417 5922323 2,200 .84
Worship Team 172221 1.220.36 A01.85
Total Expense 208,011.59 205,241.50 2,770.09
Met Ordinary Income -5,020.59 -18,148.18 1312557
Other Income/Expense
Crther Income
Restricted Accts Income 23,005.54 18,152.53 4,853.01
Memorial Fund Income 2.200.00 0.00 2.200.00
Property Fund Income g73.00 HE3.00 110.00
Total Other Income 25 6768.54 18,715.53 7.183.01
Other Expense
Restricted Accts Expense 25,147.07 28,013.09 -2,886.02
Depreciation Expense 3.200.00 3.200.00 0.0
Total Other Expense 28,347.07 31,213.09 -2,866.02
Met Other Income -2,488.53 -12.407 .56 10,028.03
Net Income -7 48912 -30,643.72 23,154 60




