
THE BEACON                                          

MOVING FORWARD IN LENT 
 

Dear Friends, 

I have always appreciated the fact that the word 

“Lent” comes from the Old English word “lengthen,” 

as the days lengthen this time of year. So, while we 

often think of Lent as a somber time, when we make 

sacrifices, slow ourselves down, and contemplate  

Jesus’ path to Jerusalem, it’s also when we anticipate 

the coming of spring. I’ve been delighting in longer 

days – my drive home after work isn’t always in the 

dark anymore, and yesterday, on my morning walk 

I noticed daffodils blooming in my neighborhood.  

It’s coming! And, as much as we can count on the  

seasons changing every year, the gift of it still takes 

me by surprise. 
 

Lent is offering other gifts, as well. We had a beautiful 

Ash Wednesday meditation experience. Stations in 

the sanctuary mirrored a worship service. We began 

remembering we are created in God’s image, shaped 

as clay by God’s hand and given gifts. We moved to 

confession and forgiveness, then remembered that in 

baptism God claims us as his own. We named ways 

we want to give ourselves more fully to Christ and lit 

candles as a prayer to be light in the world. Finally,  

we received ashes as a sign of our utter dependence 

on God’s grace, and received food for the journey, a 

reminder that God goes with us each step of the way. 

By the time you read this, we will have started our 

Lenten suppers. This is a season of renewal, joy,  

and anticipation of what the future might bring. 
 

The Nominating committee is prayerfully consider-

ing who might best serve both on Session next year 

and on the Pastor Nominating Committee. Please 

continue submitting names via the nomination form 

on the website and in the bulletin. We have had 

many good suggestions for the PNC; please also 

search your hearts to nominate people for the  

session class of 2027. The elders serving on Session 

will work closest with whomever you call as a new 

minister. A strong Session is always important, but 

at a time of transition, we especially need elders 

who are mature, flexible, creative, and welcoming  

to new leadership. The PNC is hard, intense work. 

Session is less visible and more spread out, but it 

keeps the whole thing going over time.  
 

Again, I am so grateful to be among you. I am  

ply impressed with all your ministries  - the music  

is a gift each Sunday; I anticipate with joy the Gifts 

of Children and Youth Sunday March 3; Bridgebuild-

ers and other Outreach programs are faithful and 

creative. And then everyone who works behind the 

scenes – the property, fellowship, discipleship, and 

administrative work that is done quietly and with 

grace. It is all a faithful witness to Christ’s love in this 

place and in your lives.  

    - Pastor Anne 
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rounds of chemo, and surrounded by the support of 
his loving Erin family, he saw remission. His first  
thought was celebrating this good news with his 
Erin family on the day we celebrate the day of our 
Risen Lord….and the first annual Brandon Easter 
Breakfast was born. Daddy’s brothers, my brother, 
and my nephews all pitched in to help pull this off. 
It was a labor of love for his church family, and it 
was to become a beloved annual event in our 
church life. Eventually, Fellowship Team graciously 
took on the task to continue to provide this annual  
celebration for our congregation.  
 

Upon my mother’s passing, it was my goal to have 
the Breakfast become a self-sustaining function.  
No church funds are used. Through the generous 
donations from family and friends near and far, this 
goal was reached, and the Breakfast has been “on 
its own” for the past 10 years, and should be for 
many years to come. 
 

It is truly a celebration of the lasting legacy of past  
Erin generations, and the wonderful Good News of 
the Resurrection. My heart has always been with 
Erin….Erin will always be my home. Please make 
plans to come and to celebrate the Good News of 
Easter.    - Diana Brandon 

 

EASTER LILIES  
Our Easter Lilies provide a 
nice way to remember or  
honor someone special in  
our lives. If you would like  
to purchase a lily this year, the price  
of $15 remains the same. The funds received  
for the lilies are used to help the Fellowship  
Team provide meals to our members when they  
are needed, as well as mailing  cards, and various  
other projects. Please fill out the slip in the  
Sunday Bulletins, and make your check out to  
“Erin Church” and somewhere on it write “Lily”.  
Or email April at erinpresbyterian.org and bring  
a check next Sunday.  

*Take home your Lilies after the Easter Service!  

EASTER SERVICES 

                

              HOLY WEEK SERVICES  

 
Sunday, March 24 Palm Sunday 
Thurs, March 28th  6:30p Maundy Thursday Service  
Friday March 29th  Good Friday Ecumenical Service   
Sunday, March 31st   Easter 
7am Sunrise Service at Tate’s School 
9:30am Brandon Breakfast  
10:15am Kids’ Easter Scavenger Hunt  
11:00am Easter Worship Service  
 

GOOD FRIDAY ECUMENICAL SERVICE  
Each year, Sacred Heart Cathedral on Northshore 
Drive, offers a service at Noon for those who would  
like to attend a Good Friday service. Local clergy will  
lead reflections on the Seven Last Words of Christ. 
The service is about an hour and is very meaningful 
on such a sacred day. SHCathedral@shcknox.org 
711 S. Northshore Drive, 
Knoxville, TN 37919 

 

EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE 
As Jesus’ disciples went to his 
tomb at dawn on Easter morning, 
Christians today gather at first 
light to remember the miracle of 
resurrection. Even if we are sleepy or cold, or if the 
sun is masked by clouds, we meet the risen Christ at 
the break of day and give thanks together. The service 
will be short, simple and informal: we will read the 
Easter story, sing familiar Easter songs, offer prayers  
of praise and thanks, and then go, as the early  
disciples did, to share this good news with the world.  
We’ll meet at Tate’s at 7am and leave shortly after 
the sun rises at 7:23am. The service is about 30 
minutes.  
Tate’s School 
9215 Bob Gray Rd 
Knoxville, TN 37923  
 

BRANDON BREAKFAST 
For 77 years, a Brandon has had a beat in the heart  
of the Erin Family. In the mid ‘80’s my father was  
diagnosed with cancer. After 3 surgeries and many 

mailto:SHCathedral@shcknox.org
https://goo.gl/maps/8ShwoTKCiFSxLa1A8
https://goo.gl/maps/8ShwoTKCiFSxLa1A8


For 75 years the One Great  
Hour of Sharing has given  
Presbyterians a way to share 
God’s great love with our  
neighbors in need around the 
world. The offering supports 

three PCUSA programs: Presbyterian Disaster  
Assistance, the Presbyterian Hunger Program, and  
the Program for the Self-development of People.  
These three initiatives work in different ways to  
serve individuals and communities in need. From  
initial response to hurricanes, floods, droughts, 
earthquakes, and other disasters to ongoing  
community development, their work provides  
people with safety, sustenance, and hope. 
 

Please consider giving to these crucial ministries of  
our denomination. The offering is collected on Easter 
Sunday, and envelopes will be placed in the pew racks 
on Palm Sunday. You can also contribute by sending  
a check to the church office with One Great Hour of  
Sharing in the subject line, or you can give securely  
via our website, erinpres.org. Click on the DONATE  
tab at the top of the home page and fill out the form; 
for FUND, select PCUSA SPECIAL OFFERINGS.  
 

FISH PANTRY SERVE DAY 
Our next FISH Pantry workday is 
Saturday, March 24 between 9 
a.m. and 1 p.m. You’re welcome 
to join us for all or part of that 
time. Sign up forms will be in the bulletins in  
March, or you can call the church office. This is a  
great opportunity to see up close how the funds we  
contribute are helping to combat hunger in our city! 
FISH Hospitality Pantry 
122 W Scott Ave. 
Knoxville, TN 37917  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HELEN ROSS MCNABB LUNCHEON 
 The Outreach lunch featuring the   
 Helen Ross McNabb Center that    
 was postponed due to snow has    
 been rescheduled for Sunday,     
 April 14. Candace Allen, Clinical  
 Vice President of Helen Ross  
 McNabb Center, will offer a short 

overview during the church service of their efforts to 
address mental health, substance abuse, and other 
social and victim services, and she will provide a more 
in-depth presentation and answer questions  
at the lunch afterward. Our goal is to engage the  
congregation directly with this great organization  
that we support. Watch for sign-up forms in the  
bulletin.  
 

GOOD EARTH GARDEN  
-SEED DONATIONS 
We will be collecting 
seed packets for the 
Morgan Scott Project 
throughout the month 
of March. This 
organization serves the people of Morgan and Scott 
Counties, which are 2 of the most poverty stricken 
counties in Tennessee. 
 

This particular program, the Good Earth Garden, is  
one Erin Church has supported the last several years. 
Morgan Scott reports: “We provide vegetable seeds, 
plants and fertilizer to more than 350 families each 
year so they can grow their own food. We also have a 
garden we share with needy families during harvest.” 
 

Please bring in packets of seeds during the month of 
March to help support these families. There will be a 
basket in the narthex.  
 
 

OUTREACH 



14 Kenleigh Pennington 

16 Maggie Gunter 

16 Mollie Gunter 

19 John Stuart 

25 Cynthia House 

26 Happy Hilty 

1 Kim Jaynes 

4 Anne McKee 

9 Mary Franz 

10 Randy Sarles 

11 Ripley Linkous 

14 Mike Massengill 

ASH WEDNESDAY INTERACTIVE SERVICE  
This year, we had a moving and beautiful evening 
at our walk-through Ash Wednesday Service. There 
were stations that guided you in reflection where  
you got to do something interactive using your  
senses. Anne was at the end to offer ashes for those 
who wanted to receive them. Thank you to Anne for 
bringing to fruition this very interesting and heart-felt 
way to consider Christ on His journey to Bethlehem.  
Thank You to Joy Bornhoeft for researching, and for 
bringing to life the meaningful stations for reflection.  
Most importantly, thank you to all who joined us! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
LENT DINNERS 
We hope you’ve been enjoying our Lent Dinner  
series, “Write the Vision, Make it Plain: Seeing  
Christ in the Arts.”  At each Lenten dinner, we enjoy  
a delicious meal, then have a conversation with a 
member of the Erin community about their particular 
form of art, and what it means to them. It’s well 
attended and each presenter has been a blessing.   
 

There are 3 more dinners and presentations to come 
in March.  We hope you will join us each night at 
5:30pm. 
 

March 6  Betty Gibbs 
March 13  TBA 
March 20  John House 

 
TIME CHANGE: SPRING FORWARD 

SUNDAY, MARCH 10TH 

MARCH CALENDAR 
 

3RD Gifts of Children & Youth Sunday 

4TH  11:30am Fellowship Team Meeting 

          7pm BridgeBuilders (every Tuesday) 

5TH  7pm Discipleship Team 

6TH  5:30pm Lent Dinner and Presentation 

9TH  10am Men’s Breakfast 

10TH 12pm Stewardship Meeting  

13TH Lent Dinner and Presentation 

           No Sonshine or J7 - Spring Break 

14TH 7pm Worship Team Meeting 

17TH ST. PATRICK’S DAY 

           12pm Outreach Meeting 

20TH 5:30pm Lent Dinner and Presentation (final) 

21ST  7pm Session Meeting  

23RD FISH Pantry Service Day 

24TH PALM SUNDAY 

25TH 12pm Staff Meeting 

28TH 6pm Maundy Thursday Service 

29TH GOOD FRIDAY  

          12pm Service at Sacred Heart 

31ST EASTER SUNDAY! 

7am Sunrise Service at Tate’s School 

9:30am Brandon Breakfast 

10:15am Children’s Easter Scavenger Hunt 

11am Easter Worship Service 

ERIN FUN & CALENDAR 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 



FAMILY MINISTIRES 

Nate the Great has a new case to solve!   
When Claude’s prize stegosaurus stamp goes missing, 
Nate is called to action.  Will Nate and his dog Sludge 
be able to solve their “stickiest” case yet?  Join us in 
Pioneer Club to find out. 

“Come. Follow me,” Jesus said. “I will 
make you fishers of people.” 

 

Planet Worship  
March 24th  

 

Planet Worship will meet only once this month.  
We will not meet on March 10th due to Knox Co. 
School’s Spring Break.   
 

We will meet on March 24th to learn about the 
disciple Judas Iscariot.  Judas, the name listed last 
in the register of the twelve disciples, is generally 
remembered as the person who betrayed Jesus. 
He was a man whose life was filled with contrasts.  
Together, we will explore what is written about  
Judas in God’s Word. 

Mark your Calendar: 
Sunday School News 

 

There will be no Children/Youth Sunday School on 
March 10th, as this is the first Sunday of Spring 
Break week.   
 

Also, there will be no Sunday School across all age 
groups on March 31st, Easter Sunday.  Instead, join 
us for the annual Brandon Breakfast at 9:30 am in 
the Fellowship Hall. 
 

Easter Scavenger Hunt 
10:15 am in the Parlor 

 

All children 5th grade and younger are invited  
to the Easter Scavenger Hunt on Easter Sunday.     
We will gather in the Parlor at 10:15 am for  
instructions.  Each child will receive a collection 
bag and list of clues to 6 items on the main floor 
of the church.  Every child who participates will 
receive a special treat bag!   
 

Then join us for worship in the sanctuary at 11am.  
There will be special worship activities for children 
near their worship bags in the narthex. 

 
 
 

Pioneer Club 
March 20th 

6:30 - 7:30pm 



ERIN YOUTH EVENTS 



MARCH 
VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE 

ONLINE SERVICE VOLUNTEERS 

MARCH 3RD MARCH 10TH MARCH 17TH MARCH 24TH MARCH 31ST 

COFFEE COFFEE COFFEE COFFEE COFFEE 

Diana Brandon Anna McKay David Eggers Mike Cate Diana Brandon 

BELL RINGER BELL RINGER BELL RINGER BELL RINGER BELL RINGER 

Will McCallum Lucy Cate Lucas Barber Eliza Barber Ginger Thompson 

GREETER GREETER GREETER GREETER GREETER 

Gifts of Joanne Clelland Kim and Dusty Farrah and Ripley Tony and Kelli 

Children Service Pat Wallin Pennington Linkous Denny 

GUIDE GUIDE GUIDE GUIDE GUIDE 

Kids & Youth Betty Gibbs Neill Murphy Diana Brandon Erin McCallum 

READER READER READER READER READER 

Kids & youth Stacie Armsworth Sonja DuBois Randy Sarles Rickey McCallum 

USHERS USHERS USHERS USHERS USHERS 

Gifts of Randy Sarles Robbie Levering Mike Cate Sara Leckie 

Children Linda Quinley Kelcey Levering Linda Quinley Dave Leckie 

Service Brooks Eggers Jim Montgomery Gary Pennington Jim Montgomery 

COUNTERS COUNTERS COUNTERS COUNTERS COUNTERS 

Neill Murphy Andy Sarles Neill Murphy Andy Sarles Craig Strand 

Rickey McCallum Joe Jaynes David Eggers Joe Jaynes David Eggers 

NURSERY NURSERY NURSERY NURSERY NURSERY 

Kay Pennington Lindsey Barber Farrah Linkous Kelcey Levering Kay Pennington 

MARCH 3RD MARCH 10TH MARCH 17TH MARCH 24TH MARCH 31ST 

Andy and Kelsey Dave and Sara Don and Linda Cathy Van Ostrand Robbie and Kelcey 

Sales Leckie Quinley Kelly Boyd Levering 



FINANCIALS 


