THE BEACON APRIL 2024

The Things We Do For Love

Dear Friends,

| spent Palm Sunday weekend, every waking hour
other than Sunday morning, at Knoxville’s Big Ears
Festival, an eclectic, international gathering of musi-
cians whom I’'ve mostly never heard of, and often
whose music | don’t understand. My family has been
going to Big Ears since it started, and, while | am the
least musical person in the family, it’s never an
experience | regret. It always surprises me to discover
beauty in music that on the face of it doesn’t meet my
standards for rhythm and tune, and, as with anything,
the longer | stick with it, the more | can discern what
I’'m likely to appreciate. But, mostly, going to Big Ears
is one of the things | do for love. | first started going
because | love Mark, and | wanted to experience with
him what brings him joy.

That then expanded to our friends, our son, his
friends, and now a pretty broad circle. Eventually, |
started appreciating Big Ears for myself. | think, at this
point, | would go even if they weren’t there, though
of course | could hardly imagine the experience
without this circle that connects us.

Erin’s Stewardship theme this year, “The Things We
Do for Love,” comes from a 1970’s ear-worm of a pop
song, the opposite of Big Ears music! But that phrase
calls to mind all the things we do out of love for our
families, for the life we’ve been given, and for the
love of the God we know in Jesus. The story of
Christianity is in many ways a story of the things

God does for love. We affirm each Sunday that
nothing would be here outside of God’s love, and that

“The story of Christianity is,
in many ways, a story of the

things God does for love.”

we only live because of the particular, personal, and
wide-spreading love that God offers to the world in
Christ. Our lives, then, are a response to God’s love:
everything Erin does is a “thing we do for love,” an
ever-expanding circle of showing God’s love to one
another and to the world.

My hunch is that being part of Erin Presbyterian
Church is a thing you do for love. Many of you got
here because of family connections, and then, later
on, discovered that this community is a crucial part
of your walk of faith. You are here, for love. You
support ministries of the church financially and
with your time. This is a thing we do for love - for
this place, for the people we serve, for the future,
for God. This time of planning for new leadership
For Erin challenges us to be bold in our giving, to
show up, even when we don’t know who will be

in the lead. It’s a thing we do for love.

Each Sunday in April we’ll hear from a different
ministry team about the things we do for love at
Erin and will imagine together the surprising ways
God works among us here.

We encourage you to return your pledge card as soon
as possible. We hope to have most of them by April
21st, but we’ll do the final count and celebrate the
total together on the 28th. | expect that it will leave
us feeling like | do after Big Ears, a little bit tired,
connected to the people around me, and surprised
by the wonders that are there, in plain sight, full of
love, and ready to do all kinds of things because of it.

- Pastor Anne



* STEWARDSHIP & NEHEMIAH

STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN

Ah, Spring! Easter! Flowers blooming! Stewardship
Campaign! Okay, well, 3 out of 4 ain’t bad. It’'s time
for the annual Stewardship Campaign. This year is
critically important, as we need to make our best
impression on pastoral candidates. A financially
sound church will be a strong selling point!

This year’s theme is “The Things We Do for Love”.
Pastor Anne is preaching from 1 John the month of
April, a book which emphasizes love. Throughout
the month, you will have the opportunity to see and
hear what your fellow members love about Erin. A
video created by Rose Armsworth will be posted on
the Erin website and playing on the television in the
narthex during April.

We will have Minutes for Mission each Sunday
during the month from various church teams,
emphasizing where your generous donations go to
show God’s love. The last Sunday in April, the 28”’,
will be commitment Sunday, where you can finish
returning pledge cards for the upcoming fiscal year
(July 1- June 30). Your pledge is vitally important for
the teams, as they will need to know the funds
available so they can set their budgets for the year.

We will celebrate your commitments with a
Stewardship Luncheon after church on the 28"
Yes, it will be catered by Buddy’s. Love that honey
pecan chicken! There will be sign-up sheets in the
bulletins on the 7th, 14" and 21 for the luncheon.
Though there is no cost to attend the lunch, we
need an accurate headcount to order the food.

Thank you for your generous support of Erin.
Together, we can show God’s love to the world.
- Neill Murphy

NEHEMIAH ASSEMBLY Q&A

Question: “So what’s the deal with Nehemiah
Action? | hear that, once again this year, we’ve all
been invited to attend this big assembly downtown,
and the church promises to organize a carpool. Yes,
it’s April 9™ it will take at least a couple of hours;
parking could be tricky; and I’'m not at all sure why
it's important that | be there. | know we have a
group of folks here at church who are active in this

organization called Justice Knox, and they keep
talking about some issues in our community -
homelessness, gun violence, and some other things.
While | would like to see something done about these
problems, I’'m certainly no expert, and can’t see how
my attending a big assembly can make any differ-
ence. It would be easier if | just gave a donation!”

Response: “First, all donations are welcome, but
your participation in the Nehemiah Assembly on
April 9" is better than a donation, and here’s why:
Justice Knox, has devoted hundreds of hours to
studying the problems/solutions to homelessness,
gun violence, public transportation, and unfair school
discipline. We have arrived at solid, research-based
proposals for our community leaders - proposals that
will make our community more just and livable for all
its residents. But unless our elected officials see that
we represent a big delegation of voters, they will not
honor our hard work nor consider adopting our
proposals. But a room filled with 1200-1300 people
of faith is a powerful witness, and the fact that our
23 congregations comprise over 10,000 people is
even more impactful.

(And we just got confirmation that both Mayor
Kincannon and Mayor Jacobs will attend!)

In the Book of Nehemiah, God’s people are

suffering at the hands of a greedy king. He has
extorted their land and subjected them to usury on
every hand. They have had to mortgage their fields
and vineyards and sell their own children into slavery.
So, Nehemiah calls a large assembly to plead his case.
“What you are doing is not good,” he tells the king.
“Should you not walk in the fear of our God?”
Standing before a large assembly, the priests and
rulers vow before God to repay what they had stolen
and to act in accordance with God’s ways. Such is the
power of the large delegation of faithful people!

On April 9™ we will need you to be among our
delegation! Call us! We'd love to talk to you!

Kellan Sarles (304-887-2652)
David Eggers (865-806-9012)



LIVING THE FAITH SUNDAY SCHOOL: NEW STUDY
The Living the Faith adult Sunday school class, led
by Joe and Kim Jaynes, will begin a new study on
April 7. “Love God, Neighbor, Enemy” is from the
PCUSA Follow Me curriculum and focuses on Je-
sus’s commandment to “love the Lord your God
with all your heart, and with all your mind, and with
all your strength, and love your neighbor as your-
self.”

It’s an expansive task that requires robust faith and
active love. We'll discuss how to love as well as
who to love. We'll see how Jesus’ call to love our
neighbors includes even people we might think of
as enemies. How do we love those who are on the
other side of a conflict? How do we love people
who are hard to like, much less love?

If you’ve been thinking of joining a Sunday school
class but didn’t want to jump into the middle of an
ongoing study, this is your chance! We meet in the
last room on the right in the new education wing,
past the coffee bar.

EGG CARTONS AND GROCERY BAGS

Someone left many egg cartons and grocery

bags downstairs in the family life center for FISH
Pantry. We don’t know who you are, but we want
to THANK YOU for sharing them!

UKIRK SPRING FUNDRAISING DRIVE

Imagine you’re a new student at a huge college
with a new place to live, and new roommates; your
classes meet in far-flung buildings and you’re just
beginning to learn your way around campus; and
for the first time, you're in charge of your sched-
ule—no mom or dad telling you to get up, no one
reminding you to study for that test, no one push-
ing you to get to that class or job on time. It's over-
whelming, to say the least. But what if you could
find a welcoming group that shares your values and
can help you find your way? That's what Presbyteri-
an campus ministries like UKirk do for so many col-
lege students, include quite a few past and current
ones from our Church.

UKirk’s historic brick house on Melrose Avenue is a

place to study or just hang out over a cup of coffee
or tea; to get a free meal if you need it; to wor-
ship, serve, and connect to God and to the larger
church; and to ask hard or simple questions, get
help, and figure things out in a safe, warm, loving
space.

This spring UKirk’s goal is to raise $20,000 to help
with operating expenses, and they hope to do this
by encouraging individuals to donate at least $10
in honor of their 2024 graduates. Watch for flyers
in the worship bulletins this month. They include a
QR code so you can donate directly. Our Outreach
budget includes funds for both UKirk at UT Knox-
ville and Hope House, the campus ministry at UT
Chattanooga, and we voted at our last meeting to
donate an additional $500 from our discretionary
fund to both of these important ministries.

LEARN ABOUT NEAR EAST SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY
For decades, Erin Church has included the Near
East School of Theology (NEST) in its mission
budgets. NEST was founded in 1935 in Beirut,
Lebanon by the American Presbyterian and
Congregational churches in coordination with
several Middle East church councils to provide
theological education for students from Middle
Eastern countries. Today NEST is an undergraduate
and graduate theological seminary offering
undergraduate and graduate degrees in Christian
education, pastoral studies and ministry, and post
graduate research.

On Sunday, May 5 Ann Brunger, a retired pastor
from our Presbytery, will present a program on
NEST from 9:30 to 10:30 during the adult Sunday
school hour. She will share a recent video from a
professor at NEST and slides from her visit a few
years ago, and will talk about how the Israel and
Palestinian conflict in Gaza has affected the school
community. All adults are welcome to join us!

FISH PANTRY WORKDAY - THANK YOU!

We want to give a big THANK YOU to all 13 people
who served at FISH Pantry on Saturday, March
23rd. You make a difference!



' FAMILY MINISTIRES

Pioneer Club
make you fishers ofpeop/e. o April 17: 6:30 - 7:30 pm
Family Life Center

Planet Worship: April 14 and 28

Join us this month as Detective Nate the Great

This month, we will complete our study of Jesus’ takes on another mysterious case. Will he be able
Disciples. We'll finish this study with lessons on the to collect all the clues, will Fang get in his way, can
disciples Thomas and Matthias. Then, next month, he put all the pieces together in time to get home
we will close out the year with a special kid-focused and enjoy some homemade pancakes?? Come to
worship service in Planet Worship. Pioneer Club to find out!

Presbyterian Women News

Are you looking to connect with God’s Word in a

/ fresh, new way? Our Spring Bible Study focuses on
scripture engagement as presented in “The Abide

THE A
ﬁ B | D E Bible Course” by Phil Collins and Randy Frazee.

The primary goal of reading the Bible is not to know
BIBLE COURSE i ) . .
the Bible; it’s to know the God of the Bible. In this
study, we will do more than just read the Bible, we
will learn five innovative practices to deeply engage

PHIL COLLINS & RANDY FRAZEE

PW Sprlng Study with Scripture:
A Five Week StUdy e Praying Scripture
Beginning April 4th o Engage through Art
Thursdays at 10 am fa?strunr?a“;g
Family Life Center * Contemplate

Each week, we’ll begin our session with a time
for fellowship, coffee and treats. Then, we will
watch a video segment on a new engagement
practice followed by open discussion. Do bring
cec@erinpresbyterian.org your Bible — as we will do some hands-on pra
tice together!

Contact Joy Bornhoeft, in the
church office, for more information
and to sign up for this study.



© KING LEAR & APRIL DATES

Shakespeare’s KING LEAR with Terry Weber in the
title role.

*Featuring our very own Joe Jaynes as the Duke of
Cornwall.

The WordPlayers and Pellissippi State Theatre
Dept. will present Shakespeare’s KING LEAR on the
following dates and times:

April 5th 7:30pm

April 6th 7:30pm

April 7th 2:30

April 12th 7:30pm

April 13th 7:30pm

April 14th 2:30 PM

at Pellissippi State in the Clayton Performing Arts
Center (CPAC), 10915 Hardin Valley Road.

Widely regarded as Shakespeare’s greatest
masterpieces in the English language, KING LEAR
explores domestic, political, and spiritual themes
which transcend time and culture. The story of
dysfunctional families dealing with aging parents
and toxic sibling rivalry is as old as the Bible and as
contemporary as some of our own stories. Political
turmoil caused by poor leadership and callous
ambition spans much of human history and holds
its own in current events.

To what extent supernatural powers shape the

e human condition is an ever-present question.
What does it take for us to finally see and
acknowledge truth?

e Which way does madness lie?

e Which way redemption?

There are lessons to be learned. May they not

come too late.

The approximate length of the show is 2 hours and
45 minutes, which does include intermission, and is

suitable for ages 13 and up.

Tickets range from $15 to $25 and reserved seats
are available at wordplayers.org/buy-tickets/ ,
and will also be available at the door.

For more information, please call The WordPlayers
at 865.539.2490 or visit wordplayers.org.

APRIL CALENDAR DATES

2ND 7pm Discipleship Team
4TH 10am Spring PW Study Begins
6TH 9am Sonshine Rehearsal
9TH 7pm Nehemiah Assembly
11TH 7pm Worship Team
13TH 10am Men’s Breakfast
9am Sonshine Rehearsal
14TH 12pm Helen Ross McNabb Luncheon
18TH 7pm Session Meeting
19TH -20TH 7pm Sonshine Show

21ST 12pm Outreach
2pm Sonshine Show
22ND 12pm Staff Meeting

28TH 12pm Stewardship Campaign Luncheon


https://wordplayers.org/buy-tickets/

'WORSHIP NEWS & BIRTHDAYS

ONLINE WORSHIP WORKSHOP

Sat., May 11, 11:00a - 1:00p
Fellowship Hall

Erin’s Worship Team is evaluating our online
worship experience, and needs your input!

We've been producing a pre-recorded worship
service since the start of the Covid-19 pandemic
in March, 2020. That makes 4+ years and 200+
services...and we haven’t missed a single week.

We are committed to providing a meaningful online

worship experience, and it’s time to consider new
approaches, including live-streaming our regular
Sunday morning services.

To make intelligent and informed decisions, we
need to hear from those who, either regularly
or occasionally, take advantage of our online
services. We are curious how you use them,
what you appreciate about them, and how you
would suggest improving the experience.

Joe Jaynes and Pastor Anne will host a workshop
about online worship so we can consider these
guestions together. We'll view examples of our
own services alongside those of neighboring
congregations, and we’ll consider what works
well for Erin’s members and for potential visitors.

Please participate, either in-person or online via
Zoom. We chose this date and time in hopes that
those attending the Men’s Breakfast that morning
will stay on, and that others will join them.

Lunch will be served if you attend in person. If you
attend by Zoom, you’re responsible for your own

lunch.

Please got to this link to let us know that you plan

to attend, so we can prepare to have enough food
for everyone!
https://www.erinpresbyterian.org/online-
worship-workshop/

And if you want to participate by Zoom, let us
know, so we can send you the link.
Thanks so much!

APRIL BIRTHDAYS AT ERIN!

[
3 Kathryn Bornhoeft J \ \\

9 Dan Berry ?-
vy
(2

9 Craig Strand

14 Erin McCallum

18 John House

21 Melinda Massengill
29 Jenny Rogers

/

A MESSAGE FROM PREVIOUS ERIN

PASTOR, KERRY STOLTZFUS

| began my ministry at Erin in 1970 and served
as Senior Pastor from 1975-1985. In Maryland |
served as Senior Pastor at Potomac Presbyterian
Church for twenty-four years and retired. There
were numerous part-time positions, and since
2018 I’'m the Parish Associate Pastor at National
Presbyterian. My gratitude for Erin continues.”



APRIL

VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE

APRIL 7TH APRIL 14TH APRIL 21ST APRIL 28TH
COFFEE COFFEE COFFEE COFFEE
David Eggers TBD Diana Brandon Mike Jones
BELL RINGER BELL RINGER BELL RINGER BELL RINGER
Addison Strand Craig Strand Ripley Linkous Will McCallum
GREETER GREETER GREETER GREETER

Jim Thompson Tony and Kelli Randy and Jenny Joanne Clelland
Ginger Thompson Canan-Denny Boyd Pat Wallin
GUIDE GUIDE GUIDE GUIDE
Kim Jaynes Joy Bornhoeft Robbie Levering Sara Leckie
READER READER READER READER
John House Stacie Armsworth Kelcey Levering Sonja DuBois
USHERS USHERS USHERS USHERS
Gary Pennington David Eggers Robbie Levering Dave Leckie

Dusty Pennington

Brooks Eggers

Kelcey Levering

Jim Montgomery

Kay Pennington Linda Quinley Kim Pennington Erin McCallum
COUNTERS COUNTERS COUNTERS COUNTERS
Neill Murphy Andy Sarles Neill Murphy Rickey McCallum
Rickey McCallum Craig Strand David Eggers Joe Jaynes
NURSERY NURSERY NURSERY NURSERY
Lindsey Barber Farrah Linkous Kay Pennington Kelcey Levering

ONLINE SERVICE VOLUNTEERS

APRIL 7 APRIL 14 APRIL 21 APRIL 28
Andy and Don and Linda Dave and Cathy V. Ostrand
Kelsey Sarles Quinley Sara Leckie Kelly Boyd
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~ FINANCIALS -

Erin Presbyterian Church

03/16/24 Profit & Loss Prev Year Comparison
July 1, 2023 through March 16, 2024

Jul1,'23 -Mar 16,24 Jul 1, '22 - Mar 16, 23 $ Change
Ordinary Income/Expense
Income
Administration Income 1,538.59 776.91 761.68
Creative Expression Income 80.00 18.00 62.00
Discipleship Income 0.00 1,061.00 -1,061.00
Fellowship Income 880.00 640.00 240.00
Offerings 257,861.49 250,766.24 7,095.25
Property Income 10,000.00 9,301.00 699.00
PW Income 0.00 135.00 -135.00
Stewardship Income 0.00 150.00 -150.00
Total Income 270,360.08 262,848.15 7,511.93
Gross Profit 270,360.08 262,848.15 7,511.93
Expense
Org Health & Culture Team 291.32 96.45 194.87
Marketing & Communication Te... 460.48 119.40 341.08
IT Team 7,148.11 3,938.13 3,209.98
Audio Visual Team 699.00 0.00 699.00
Administration Team 8,825.23 7,904.02 921.21
Creative Expressions Ministry 8,567.09 8,843.20 -276.11
Discipleship Team 584.27 3,717.11 -3,132.84
Fellowship Team 4,865.67 1,741.30 3,124.37
Outreach Team 30,025.00 23,767.00 6,258.00
Pastoral Ministry 79,332.67 80,298.66 -965.99
Property Team 55,0562.50 53,716.22 1,336.28
PW expenses 15.00 135.00 -120.00
Stewardship Team 87,023.06 82,713.33 4,309.73
Worship Team 1,915.07 1,323.11 591.96
Total Expense 284,804.47 268,312.93 16,491.54
Net Ordinary Income -14,444.39 -5,464.78 -8,979.61
Other Income/Expense
Other Income
Restricted Accts Income 23,405.54 22,538.53 867.01
Memorial Fund Income 2,200.00 0.00 2,200.00
Property Fund Income 2,013.00 602.00 1,411.00
Total Other Income 27,618.54 23,140.53 4,478.01
Other Expense
Restricted Accts Expense 25,347.07 28,613.09 -3,266.02
Depreciation Expense 3,200.00 3,200.00 0.00
Total Other Expense 28,547.07 31,813.09 -3,266.02
Net Other Income -928.53 -8,672.56 7,744.03
Net Income -15,372.92 -14,137.34 -1,235.58




