What does worship do? Or better, what’s worship

for? There is plenty of theology written about
worship, but you know by now that my mind always
goes to metaphors. Worship is a little like practice
for a sports team —it's where we learn how to play
the game, where we become a team, rehearse our
parts for the work we do in the world. But that’s
not quite right, because it makes worship seem

less central than, for example, the service or work
we might do during the week. The philosopher
Soren Kierkegaard likened worship to drama, but
not a play we go to watch, one we are all in - where
week by week, we act out the story of God’s love,
with God as the audience. Maybe worship is the
lifeblood of the body of Christ — the system by
which nutrients are circulated to each part of the
body, making our life possible. The church would

be nothing without worship at its core. When |
imagine gathering for worship, | always remember
the old R&B song, “Stop, in the Name of Love.”
Coming to worship, we pause the frenzy of our lives.
We reorient ourselves to the Love we know in Christ.
We remember who we are and hear again what we
are called to do. We sing, pray, read scripture, give
offerings, all to recalibrate our lives to the rhythm
of Christ. And then we leave as new people. We

come back the next week, stop in the name of love,
to get ourselves in rhythm again.

Maybe like me, you first paid attention to online
worship during the pandemic. Before 2020, a few
churches recorded their worship or posted sermons
online, but beginning four years ago, pretty much
everyone did. Churches experimented with various
formats — zoom and Facebook Live, pre-recording,
and then many began live-streaming when they
were back in person. Online worship has become

a crucial thread connecting our worship to people
beyond our walls — both members who are travel-
ling or are home-bound, and neighbors looking for
a church home. As we evaluate Erin's online format,
we need to think about how our online worship

can best help those who are already part of us

feel connected and encourage newcomers to
follow Christ in this place.

On May 11, we’re having a workshop, which you
can read about in this issue of The Beacon, to think
about our online worship format. | hope you’ll join
us, as we need a wide variety of voices to be part
of this conversation. What does worship do for
you? For us? How do we “stop in the name of love”
so that we can then go out and love the world?

- Rev. Anne McKee
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MIKE CATE

I married into the Church. Mary Nelle

Wallin and | were married at Erin on

June 15, 1974, and she is a lifelong

member here. | was also baptized here
* as an adult. My family wanted me to
make up my own mind about baptism. My father was
in the Army, and we always attended the Protestant
Church services, even though as a child | was usually
dragged to Church kicking & screaming, | hated
wearing a suit and tie and still do. | have, however,
grown to love God and his Church.

| felt the calling to become an Elder many years ago
when John Stuart was new. | have been on session
once full time and two or three times filling in for
someone who was unable to complete their
commitment.

As we move forward into a new era and with Anne’s
guidance, and with God’s help, | believe | can assist
our Church in making the decisions needed to be
successful in our new adventure.

NATHAN BARBER

Lindsey, Eliza, Lucas, and | moved

from Central Pennsylvania to Knoxville
_(for a second time) in 2021 as COVID
#8188 continued to ravage all parts of society
(including housing prices). Despite
growing up in Pennsylvania and having family and
childhood friends nearby, Knoxville increasingly felt
like home. We also knew that we wanted more, and
different, options for our family — including a church
that felt like home.

While Lindsey grew up Methodist and | grew up
Catholic, as a couple, we had experienced a variety of
other protestant and nondenominational churches
throughout our marriage — all of which helped form
our beliefs, values, and understanding of the Gospel.
But with escalating political rhetoric and more and
more churches becoming what seemed like para-
political organizations, we felt isolated.

Soon after arriving, we decided to homeschool Eliza
due to the same type of turmoil affecting school
policy. While knowing deep inside we needed a
church family, we were more concerned with our
decision to move here... Did we make the right
choice? Fortunately, we found a summer camp
hosted by WordPlayers just as Eliza was really find-
ing an interest in acting, theatre, and the arts —and
it happened to be right here at Erin. Soon after the
camp, we attended church for the first time and
were greeted by Kellan, John, and several others.

It only took a few more visits for us to know that
Erin was our new church home. But being skeptical
of church doctrine and theology, | did some
research on Presbyterianism. | ended up feeling
even more relief and content with our decision.
Presbyterianism has always welcomed debate,
disagreement, and has made a place for the most
contentious of issues. Rather than ignore them, we
face them head on, and then worship Jesus togeth-
er. Erin Church and its congregation certainly seem
to embrace this, as they welcome such diversity
while not losing focus on Christ.

As a church Elder | will always look to wisdom in
the Gospel and wisdom through Jesus when
important decisions need to be made. | will also
do my best to funnel the spirit of respectful debate
when such situations demand it. And finally, | will
lean on Lindsey and the many wise leaders in this
congregation to help lead.

DAVID EGGERS

My true faith life journey began back in
~ May of 2004 when Pastor Stuart came
. to Brooks’ grandmother’s house to
meet the family after Brooks’ great
aunt, Dorothy Brooks had passed away.
We asked him to conduct her funeral service. The
Brooks family has been a part of Erin for probably
over 100 years. The Levering family is part of our
family and Suzanne had suggested that we meet
John. We started going to Erin the next Sunday and



NEST, STEWARDSHIP & PENTECOST

have been hooked ever since. | was baptized as an
adult at Erin Church by John in 2006. Thank you to
Brooks and all of our Erin Church family for being
such a supportive group throughout these years.

This is the fourth time that | have served as an Elder
at Erin. | remember the first time that | was asked
how scared | was, especially because | did not feel
worthy to be serving in such a capacity. | would like

to thank so many that have helped me in this journey

throughout the years, including Hugh Jaynes and Ron
Roberts who were very instrumental in the early
days. | feel that it is my duty to serve God and the
church in this capacity. It has been a crazy journey
over the last twenty years and now that we are em-
barking on a new future here at Erin, | hope to be
able to serve the church well over the next three
years.

THE INCREDIBLE HISTORY AND WORK OF THE
NEAR EAST SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY

NEST was founded in 1935 in Beirut, Lebanon

by the American Presbyterian Church, along

with several other American churches, and Middle
East church councils to provide theological
education for students from Middle Eastern
countries.

Today NEST is an undergraduate and graduate

theological seminary offering undergraduate and
graduate degrees in Christian education, pastoral
studies and ministry, and post graduate research.

For decades, Erin Church has supported the Near
East School of Theology (NEST) through its mission
budget. On Sunday, May 5th Ann Brunger, a retired
pastor from our Presbytery, will present a program
on NEST from 9:30 to 10:30am during the adult
Sunday School hour. She will share a recent video
from a professor at NEST and slides from her visit a
few years ago, and will talk about how the Israel and
Palestinian conflict in Gaza has affected the school
community. All adults are welcome to join us!

2024 STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN - THANK YOU!

The Stewardship Committee thanks everyone who
participated in this year’s campaign. Your support
of Erin Church is greatly appreciated, and we
celebrate the approximate $300,000 in pledges

we received by last Sunday, April 28th.

If you were unable to send in your pledge yet,

we can still take them for a short time in May. The
various teams will need the information in order

to make their budgets, so we can only include what
you send in for planning purposes. So, please
continue sending in your pledges, either
by mail, online, or by this QR code. May
God bless you and your family for your
support of His Church.”

PENTECOST OFFERING MAY 19

By \\\ The Pentecost Offering is one of our
59 Bl special offerings we collect for our

= \' denomination each year. Your gift will
&__V;;;, encourage, develop, and support
SN | Young people in the church and help
o = them grow and express their faith,
and will also address the needs of at-risk children.
Forty percent of what we collect at Erin will be
used in our community, and the remaining sixty
percent will support children, youth, and young
adults through the worldwide ministries of the
Presbyterian Mission Agency. Donate in person
on Pentecost Sunday, May 19, or on our website
by clicking on DONATE in the menu at the top of
the home page and selecting Special Offerings
from the Fund menu.

JUSTICE KNOX - WHAT HAVE WE ACCOMPLISHED?
Looking back on our season of Justice Knox...What
did we accomplish? In 2023-2024, Justice Knox...
e Took on anew issue: Economic Instability
across Knox County (now in research phase).

e Continued to closely monitor Gun Violence
campaign. Justice Knox co-president Jacqueline
Bragg reports significant reduction in gun violence
since implementation of violence reduction strate-
gies introduced by expert Thomas Abt.



JUSTICE KNOX & PROPERTY TEAM

¢ Maintained pressure on Knoxville Area Transit to
develop micro-transportation options for those who
do not/cannot drive. KAT has agreed to release a mi-
cro-transit plan in the near future.

e Increased pressure on Knox County Schools to
provide Justice Knox with periodic disciplinary data
and to extend proven restorative discipline practices
to more schools. KCS has agreed to comply with
periodic release of data.

e Initiated and co-hosted with Knox County Office
on Housing Stability a summit on homelessness
attended by 100 key stakeholders. City Mayor India
Kincannon agreed to work with Justice Knox to find
funding to extend existing affordable housing

trust. County Mayor Glenn Jacobs likewise agreed to
find a funding stream for a similar county fund.

Erin Reed, Executive Director, Office of Housing
Stability, agreed to include Justice Knox input on her
five-year plan. Both mayors agreed to set a goal of
functional zero for at least one vulnerable homeless
population and establish a prioritized

order for reducing homelessness among all groups.
e Harnessed the power and energy of 23 faith
communities to address justice issues.

e Conducted research visits with decision-makers
all over Knox County.

e Brought out 1177 people to the Nehemiah
Action Assembly on April 9th.

We challenge you to find another organization that
is able to accomplish so much, so quickly, with so
little overhead. This is God-inspired people-power
that is harnessed to bring just answers to tough
problems.

To all who participate and support Erin's Justice
Knox network, THANK YOU! Please consider being
a network member next year!

ERIN CLEANUP DAY!

We invite you to our annual spring cleaning at the
church THIS SATURDAY from 8:30 -noon, with
BREAKFAST around 10am.

We are in need of helping hands for both inside and

outside tasks. All skill levels are welcome! Bring
rakes, tarps, wheelbarrows, garden gloves, power
blowers, general tools and cleaning supplies if you
have them. We do recommend bringing work gloves
for outside projects. We hope to see you there!

THE PROPERTY TEAM NEEDS MEMBERS

Much of what we do as a team is planning for the
upkeep for the Church facilities. Occasionally there is
a plumbing or electrical task which requires attention,
but we have relationships with service companies for
major issues. If you are interested in joining our team
please contact Mike Cate at mcate4@utk.edu or
865-756-3247.

SPRING CLEANING! (THE MEMBERSHIP ROLL)
People ask all the time, “How many members does
Erin have?” And the most honest answer is, “We
don’t really know.” To remedy that challenge, the
Session is working to make sure that our roll is an
accurate list of the people who make Erin their
church home.

We haven’t “cleaned the rolls” for many years, so
there are folks on our list, for example, who were
confirmed as teenagers but have moved away and,
we hope, found other faith communities. There are
others who may have joined another church or
stopped going to any church, or whom we’ve simply
lost track of. Reviewing our rolls is crucial during this
transitional period, so that we will be able to give
prospective ministers an accurate description of
who we are.

Our clerk, Don Quinley, has been sorting through
Session notes to create an accurate roll. We then
will identify folks we haven’t been in touch with for
several years, and will try to contact them. We’'ll also
contact folks who are here regularly but haven’t
joined, to see if they would like to take that step.
Although this can be a tedious process, it can help us
reconnect and develop a fuller picture of who Erin is.

It's made me think about what church membership
really is. The Book of Order says, “A faithful member
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MEMBERSHIP & WORSHIP

bears witness to God’s love and grace and promises
to be involved responsibly in the ministry of Christ’s
Church.” Then, it outlines many ways to do that,
assuming people will find their own ways to express
commitment. Being a member, in short, is saying, “I
want to live out my faith through this community, to
continue to worship, grow, support, and serve Christ
here.” Being a member is seeing Erin as a home base
for our witness in the world.

Here’s a way you can help: If there are people in your
family or your circles who you think might still be on our
rolls and should be contacted, please let us know. And
we would appreciate your sharing addresses of those
who have moved away. We want our spring cleaning

to be, not just a culling, but a reconnection with the
congregation.

- Rev. McKee

WORSHIP WORKSHOP
FOR OUR ONLINE SERVICE
Erin’s worship team is
evaluating our online
worship experience, and
we need your input!
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Erin has been producing a pre-recorded worship service

since the start of the Covid-19 pandemic in March, 2020.

That makes 4+ years and 200+ services ... and we have-
n’t missed a single week. We’re committed to providing
a meaningful online worship experience, and it’s time to
consider new approaches ... including live-streaming our
regular Sunday morning services.

In order to make informed decisions, we need to hear
from those who, either regularly or occasionally, take
advantage of our online services. We are curious how
you use them, what you appreciate about them, and
how you would suggest improving the experience.

On Saturday May 11, 12pm — 2:00pm, in the Fellowship
Hall, Joe and Anne will host a workshop about online
worship so we can consider these questions together.

We'll view examples of our own services and those
of local congregations, and we’ll consider what
works well for Erin’s members and for potential
visitors.

Please participate, either in-person or online via

Zoom. We chose this date and time in hopes that

those attending the Men’s Breakfast that morning
will stay on, and that others will join them.

Lunch will be served if you attend in person. If you
attend by Zoom, you’re responsible for your own

lunch.

Email Rev. McKee, or use this QR Code,
to let us know that you plan to attend.
We want to have enough food for
everyone. And if you want to participate
by Zoom, let us know, so we can send you the link.
pastor@erinpresbyterian.org

DO WE HAVE YOUR BIRTHDAY ON FILE?

Around here, we enjoy recognizing birthdays in the
Newsletter. If you've never sent it to us before, or
if you’re new, please take a second to email April
your birthday! admin@erinpresbyterian.org

‘We Like -
Birthdays!




FAMILY MINISTRY

oCome. Foll ow me, O

o/ will make you fishers
Pioneer Club

Planet Worship: May 12" Beach quf,‘
This month, we close out the year with a special kid- th
focused worship service in Planet Worship. The mes- May 8
sage will be on Jesus’ Ascension to heaven and we will 6 pm-7:30 pm

affirm our beliefs with the Apostle’s Creed. This will be

Family Life Center
our last Planet Worship for this school year, but we will y

return in August. Join us for an end-of-year beach party on the
& playground! Nate the Great finds mystery at
the beach when Oliver’s beach bag goes miss-
Save Su ndayth ing. Don’t worry, Nate is on the c;gsi and, with
the ‘ M ay 19 a little help from his friends, he’s sure to solve
y this sandy mystery.
Pentecost

Sunday School:

Last day for Sunday School for this year as we give our
teachers a break over the summer. Sunday School will
resume on Rally Day — August 11",

In Worship: Moving Up to Middle School Sunday School:
Teacher Appreciation and Graduate Recognition

Join us as we thank our dedicated teachers and recog- e Will McCallum

nize our children and youth who will be moving up and

moving on in Sunday School next year. Moving Up to High School Sunday School:
Summer Worship Schedule: e Isabella Armsworth

Beginning on June 2" through August 4™,

Worship will take place at 10 am for the summer. Graduating High School, Class of 2024:

Rally Day is August 11", when Sunday School resumes

at 9:30 am and Worship at 11 am. e Kathryn Bornhoeft, Hardin Valley Academy

e Kenleigh Pennington, West High



VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE & BIRTHDAYS

MAY 5TH MAY 12TH MAY 19TH MAY 26TH HAPPY
COFFEE COFFEE COFFEE COFFEE BIRTHDAY!
Mary Nelle Cate Anna McKay David Eggers Mike Jones MAY
BELL RINGER BELL RINGER BELL RINGER BELL RINGER 1 Henry Fellers
Lucy Cate Lucas Barber Eliza Barber Ginger Thompson | 2 joan Miller
GREETER GREETER GREETER GREETER 4 Bill Osborne
Kelcey Levering Pat Wallin Jim Montgomery  Mike & Mary Nelle | 4 Gary Pennington
Farrah Linkous Anna McKay Joanne Clelland Cate 4 Will McCallum
GUIDE GUIDE GUIDE GUIDE 6 Kelcey Levering
Craig Strand Rickey McCallum Eliza Barber Kay Pennington | 4 | . Bornhoeft
READER READER READER 2l 20 Wes Fellers
Diana Brandon Erin McCallum Betty Gibbs David Eggers 22 Jim Thompson
USHERS USHERS USHERS USHERS

26 Colton Pennington

i i Robbie and Kelce Brooks Eggers
Jim Montgomery David and Brooks y g8 28 Diana Brandon

Gary and Dusty Eggers Levering Dave Leckie
Pennington Randy Sarles Jim Thompson Linda Quinley JUNE
COUNTERS COUNTERS COUNTERS COUNTERS 2 Betty Gibbs
Andy Sarles Neill Murphy David Eggers Joe Jaynes 2 Anna Bornhoeft
Craig Strand Rickey McCallum Craig Strand Andy Sarles 5 Ella Levering
NURSERY NURSERY NURSERY NURSERY 9 Stacie Armsworth
Lindsey Barber Farrah Linkous Kay Pennington Kelcey Levering 11 Stephen Lamb
ONLINE SERVICE VOLUNTEERS 9 Stacie Armsworth
MAY 5 MAY 12 MAY 19 MAY 26 11 Stephen Lamb
Robbie & Kelcey Andy and Kelsey Dave and Sara Don and Linda 16 Joy Bornhoeft
MAY CALENDAR 16 Sophia Cyr
4TH Spring Cleanup Day 8:30am-Noon 12TH Outreach 12pm 18 Pat Wallin
Cleanup Crew Breakfast 10am 16TH Session 7pm
. . 20 Tammy Murphy
5TH Adult Sunday School Class 9:30am 19TH Final Sunday School until Fall
Near Eastern School of Theology Worship Service - recognition of 23 Hayden Crisp
7TH Discipleship 7am graduates and teachers! 24 Brooks Eggers
9TH Worship Team 7am Final Youth Group until Fall
11TH Men’s Breakfast 10am 20TH Staff Meeting 12pm

Worship Workshop 12-2 27TH MEMORIAL DAY - Office Closed



