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Ordinary Time and Summer Musings

You can describe the church year as a play
with two acts. In the first act, we walk through
the events of Jesus’s life. We start in November,
with the longing for a savior, followed by Jesus’
birth, baptism, ministry, arrest, death, and
resurrection. In late spring, we mark Jesus’
ascension, the Spirit’s arrival at Pentecost,
and finally, Trinity Sunday, when all the
characters are on stage. Whew! If this were
a play, we would definitely need intermission
and refreshments in the lobby! Maybe that’s
why we’re having a picnic on June 9, to
celebrate all we have experienced together
in the first half of the year!

So, now we move to Act 2, what the church
calls Ordinary Time. The scripture readings are
less geared to particular events in the story; we
read more continuous narratives through
books. The Old Testament passages are the
greatest hits of our forebearers in faith. We
get a big dose of Jesus’ teaching and deeds.
The focus of Ordinary Time, generally, is on our
response to the story of Christ. What do we do
with it? Do we use our gifts to lead, like Samuel
and David? Get in the boat, like the disciples?
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Reach out in trust, like the woman who came
to be healed? Those are questions to ask
ourselves as individuals- is there a new place
you are being called to, a community or person
that needs your attention, a new spiritual
practice that might deepen your sense of God’s
presence? And of course, those are questions
to ask as a church, as well. Soon we will elect a
Pastor Nominating Committee, who will help us
move actively toward the next, exciting stage of
Erin’s life together.

In the meantime (who said, “Summertime,
and the livin’ is easy???) we gather in worship
each Sunday (remember, 10:00am!), bid Farrah
farewell and search for a new youth director,
get our rolls and other documents in order,
continue to serve through FISH pantry and
Justice Knox, and reach out to our members in
need of care.

| hope you’ll find a way to offer yourself to
the ministry of Erin Presbyterian Church, if
you’re not plugged in someplace already. The
“play” is a lot more fun when everyone is part
of the production, and we are grateful for each
part, large and small.
-Rev. Anne McKee

Erin Presbyterian Church www.erinpres.com 200 Lockett Rd. Knoxville, TN 37919 865-588-5350
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HABITAT FOR HUMANITY

Erin members who were around in the 1980s

and 1990s still talk about the Habitat for Humanity
workdays that played a huge role in their lives. At
the time, Erin worked with Habitat in rural areas
northwest of Knoxville. We committed to a full
week, working to repair substandard homes and
build ramps during the day, and sleeping in dorms
at night. We have a chance this year to recreate that
experience, though on a smaller (and perhaps more
manageable) scale. Westminster Presbyterian
Church has reserved three days to help Habitat for
Humanity in Knoxville on a new home build, and
they’ve invited Erin members to join them.

Habitat builds new homes using a mix of skilled

and volunteer labor. Homeowners take classes on
homeownership and budgeting, and must work a
certain number of hours helping to build their own
(or another) Habitat home. In return, they get a new
home with a low-interest mortgage and

payments based on their income.

The house we’ll help build is at 205 Sapling Lane, off
Strawberry Plains Pike, in a neighborhood of new
Habitat homes called Ellen’s Glen. The dates are all
Saturdays:

July 22, 7:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Interior walls and roofing (must be 18 years old)

August 3, 7:30 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Vinyl siding (must be 16 years old)

September 28, 7:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m.
Trim and cabinets (must be 16 years old)

According to the Habitat Knoxville website, no
experience is necessary. If you're interested in
helping provide safe and affordable homes for our
Knoxville neighbors, you can sign up using the link
below. We can also arrange carpools once we see
who signs up.
https://knoxvillehabitat.volunteerhub.com/vv2/Ip/

westminsterpres

FISH PANTRY SERVE DAY

SAVE THE DATE! Our next FISH Pantry Service Day
is Saturday, June 22nd from 9am to 1pm. Signup
sheets are in the bulletin.

This is a rewarding opportunity to lend a hand
distributing food to people in Knoxville. FISH Pantry
needs help, and Erin has committed to volunteer one
Saturday each quarter to this much-needed ministry.
Whether you’ve helped out in the past or want to
come along for the first time, we’d love to have you
join us! kim.m.jaynes@gmail.com for more info.

JUNETEENTH SERVICE JUNE 23RD

Erin Presbyterian is marking Juneteenth with a
special service. In 2021, President Joe Biden signed
the “Juneteenth National Independence Day Act,”
forever designating June 19th as America’s 12"
federal holiday. Sadly, the history and significance of
Juneteenth is still unknown by many Americans, and
the occasion’s passing often sparks little observance
outside Black churches and communities. But what
could be more fundamental to all of us than marking
another milepost in achieving liberty for all?

On Sunday June 23" we at Erin will observe
Juneteenth with a special service including an
original choral reading, poetry, liberation hymns,
special piano/organ selections, and the rich baritone
voice of recognized guest artist, Maurice Hendricks.
The service begins at 10am. We hope you won’t
miss it!

MEN’S BREAKFAST - TIME CHANGE

We have been having the men’s breakfast for

some months now. The fellowship has been great!

| would encourage all the gentlemen that attend Erin
to bring their friends and sons to come join us.

| realize summer can be a busy time, especially on
Saturdays. With that in mind, we should perhaps
move the time to 9am. Additionally, | would love
input on menu changes.

We have a devotional during breakfast ,and |


https://knoxvillehabitat.volunteerhub.com/vv2/lp/westminsterpres
https://knoxvillehabitat.volunteerhub.com/vv2/lp/westminsterpres

encourage all the men to share any pray requests
they may have. Gathering together to support
one another is the goal, and we have had a good
turnout thus far. We look forward to the months
ahead, and also pray that the Lord will bring
more men to join us! The more the merrier!
Grateful,

Tony Denny

canden3620@gmail.com

RALLY DAY
PLANNING MEETING

On Sunday June 23rd, the Discipleship and Wor-
ship Teams will have a joint meeting in the Parlor
to discuss Rally Day. We’ll be sharing ideas for
themes, Sunday School class offerings, and cur-
riculum options for the fall semester. All team
members and teachers are invited to attend and
share input.

FELLOWSHIP TEAM
- - .. < - Abigthank you to the
TIM( { | ! " Sunday Coffee Team for
"7 your faithful perking this
school year! Have a great summer Anna McKay,
David Eggers, Mary Nelle Cate, Mike Jones, and
Diana Brandon....well done!!

FARRAH & RIPLEY LINKOUS

Farrah will be moving to Cleveland, TN, to take
another job in the same apartment management
company she currently works for. She has a
sibling in Cleveland, and her mother is also
moving there. It will be a grand consolidation of
the Linkous family, which will be a great benefit
to Farrah as Ripley gets older.

While Farrah's last day will be Sunday June 16,
| hope that we will be able to celebrate her
ministry in the context of the congregational
picnic on June 9, when she will have time to
say goodbye to the families she has served in

her years at Erin. In the next month, we will begin
to strategize about ways we will staff our Youth
Ministry going forward.

In the meantime, please keep Farrah and her family,
as well as our youth program, in your prayers during
this time of transition.

Blessings,

Rev. Anne McKee
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THAILAND TREK

June 24 - 27
9:30am — Noon
Family Life Center

Kids ages 4 years old - rising 5" Grade

On-line registration at
www.erinpresbyterian.org

For more information, contact Joy:
cec@erinpresbyterian.org, (865) 588-5350

Get ready for an adventurous summer trek
to exotic. .. Thailand!

At this year’s VBS, kids will explore the Word of
God while learning about the people and culture
of Thailand. Through music, games, bible story,

snacks, and cultural experiences, kids will discover
that:

* God is Real

* God is Love

* God is Forgiving
* God is Forever


http://www.erinpresbyterian.org
mailto:cec@erinpresbyterian.org

2 Betty Gibbs 9 Stacie Armsworth 20 Tammy Murphy
2 Anna Bornhoeft 11 Stephen Lamb 21 Jack Draper

4 Keegan Stump 15 Ashley Draper 23 Hayden Crisp

4 Konnor Stump 16 Joy Bornhoeft 24 Rob Lynch

5 Ella Levering 16 Sophia Cyr 24 Brooks Eggers
8 Thomas Boyd 18 Pat Wallin
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ERIN CHURCH CALENDAR

2 New Worship Service Time Begins 10am
4 Discipleship Team 7pm

8 Men’s Breakfast 9am

9 BBQ Potluck Picnic 11am

11 Personnel Meeting 6:30pm

13 Worship Team Meeting 7pm

20 Session Meeting 7pm

22 FISH Pantry Serve Day 9am

23 Juneteenth Service 10am

24 - 27 VBS: Summer Trek to Thailand

30 Outreach Meeting 11am

BBQ POTLUCK PICNIC

JUNE 9TH AFTER WORSHIP!
WE'RE ROASTING PORK. |

@ YOU BRING THE SIDES! -
| fe WE HAVE |

| DESSERT COVERED. |
D -

SIGN UP BY EMAILING“’




