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SING A NEW SONG (OR AN OLD ONE!) 
 

“Rally Day” is a church celebration that  
developed in the early 1900’s, to “rally the 
troops” around the start of Sunday School in 
the fall. When Sunday School was really an  
independent movement, separate from the  
formalities of church, “Rally Day” emphasized 
rousing music, promoting children to the next 
class, invitations to new members, and “back  
to school” energy for all. We still celebrate  
Rally Day, though maybe with a little less flair 
than a hundred years ago!  
 

This year we will mark Rally Day and the  
following Sundays with a theme that will  
span our Sunday School Classes and Worship, 
“Sing a New Song.” We’ll explore why singing  
is such a key part of Christian faith, and how 
people of faith have sung at every passage of 
life – in times of liberation, in sorrow, in joy, 
and in hope for new creation. The Bible is full  
of songs from these key moments, and singing 
isn't just an expression of emotion, it’s a way 
we act out the unity of the body of Christ.  
 

Lots of you say, “I can’t carry a tune in a  
bucket.” We feel shy about our singing,  
embarrassed that we might be off-key or  
unable to reach the high notes. And while  
we’re blessed in church with many gifted  
singers, singing in church is not just for the  

few. Even in Music, we are saved by grace,  
not by our own skill or hard work! It’s a lot like 
physical activity: we certainly thrill at excellent 
athletes who win medals at the Olympics, their 
strength and range, hard work and talent. But 
their extraordinary ability is no excuse for the 
rest of us not to be active! Maybe we can’t run a 
marathon, but we can walk, or do wheel-chair 
aerobics. We can all do something to take care 
of our bodies and move them. Singing is the 
same way – we make a joyful noise in church  
to praise God, to cry out for help, to reach  
toward a new day. Singing together is good for 
us, and according to scripture, it pleases God. 
 

Throughout the early fall, we’ll do several  
events around our theme of “Sing a New Song.” 
We’ll ask for your favorite hymns, to make sure 
we have a chance to sing them together; we’ll 
try to keep the selections of music familiar  
and lively. This will help as we transition from  
recorded services to livestream, for those who 
can’t be there. We want viewers - whether  
current members or prospective friends - to  
witness what we know is here - a lively  
congregation, full of the Holy Spirit, who raises  
a joyful song to our Lord each Sunday, whether 
or not we hit the notes just right!          
                                              

                                                       -Rev. Anne McKee 
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“Singing together is good for us, and  
   according to scripture, it pleases God.”                      

                                               -Rev. McKee 



BUILT UP TOGETHER IN CHRIST 
WHY CONSIDER MEMBERSHIP? 

People sometimes ask me why they should join the 
church. Unlike the gym or a swim club, you don't 
have to join in order to participate. Sometimes  
people hang out at a church for a long time, and 
eventually we forget who is a member and who’s 
not. Being a member of a church is the difference 
between saying, "That’s the church I go to some-
times,” and “That’s my church.” It means you are 
part of the community of Erin, so we can take care  
of you when you need it; you have more of a voice  
in what happens here; we have said, formally, that 
we will walk this part of our faith journey together, 
not just as strangers, but as companions.  
 

Sometimes people hesitate about membership,  
because they don’t feel like they can “sign on the 
dotted line” for every piece of doctrine they imagine 
everyone else believes. Actually, the only question 
we ask those who are joining the church is whether 
you want to be a follower of Jesus, and whether you 
want to serve him through this community. Those 
who are becoming officers in the church (elders) 
have a higher standard – we ask them questions 
about faith and understanding. But membership  
is a low bar! We are a group of people, all with  
questions, not always certain of the direction we  
are being led but wanting to grow in love and 
knowledge and trust of Jesus on our path.  
 

Here’s another thing about church membership:  
unlike the gym, where you sign a contract and really 
can’t change it short of dying, we love it when peo-
ple join Erin and stay here their whole lives. Erin has 
a few members like that! But we also have folks who 
come for a few years, when this community calls 
their name. None of us knows the future. But if Erin 
feels like “your” place for now, we would be thrilled 
by that. 
 

After worship on Sunday August 18 and 25, we will 
hold two sessions of orientation/information for 
folks who are considering making Erin part of their 

faith journey. We will share a light lunch and wrap 
up by 1:30. Please join us, even if you’re just curious. 
No “signing on the dotted line” necessary!  

It’s so good to be in community together. 
 

FALL ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 

“Why Are Presbyterians Like That?” 
Led by  Rev. Anne McKee 
Maybe you’ve heard that question, or asked it  
yourself, when friends from other churches visit  
and are surprised by our strange ways – baptizing 
babies, having so many committees, taking particular 
stands on social issues that sometimes are out of the 
mainstream. Rev. John Williams, who has been the 
longtime chaplain at Austin College in Sherman,  
Texas, has written a 10-12 session Bible Study  
based curriculum exploring the main themes in  
Presbyterian “take” on Christianity. It starts by 
affirming that, like a recipe, we have a lot in  
common with every other Christian faith, but, as  
all denominations, we have our particular blend of 
spices or other ingredients that add flavor and shape 
to our expression of Christian faith. Anne McKee will 
lead this study, exploring ways to live out our faith in 
daily life and in the life of the church. Here is a link, 
for those who want to know more: https://
www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/theology-
formation-and-evangelism/office-of-christian-
formation/why-presbyterians-are-like-that/ 
 

“Into the Mess and Other Jesus Stories” 
Led by John House 

The Hard Sayings Class will return to Debie  
Thomas’s book, Into the Mess and Other Jesus  
Stories: Reflections on the Life of Christ.  Her  
reflections and commentary about these Jesus  
stories provided excellent starting points for great 
discussions, and the class wanted to finish the book 
this semester.  We would love to have you join us. 
 

“He was a disrupter and a peacemaker, a rebel  
and a rabbi. His friends were the riffraff, and his  
enemies the religious elite. He was the wounded  
man who healed the sick, the homeless man who  
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 CHOIR & OUTREACH 

 

fed the hungry, the convicted criminal who released 
the captives, and the dead man who conquered the 
grave. The stories he told were scandalous, and the 
stories he lived changed the world. To reflect on  
the Jesus of the Gospels is to reflect on paradox, 
mystery, wonder, and messiness. It is to find God in 
the shadows, the tensions, and the ambiguities of 
life on earth as it is. These essays on the stories of 
Jesus are invitations to faith in all its complexity and 
untidiness. The Jesus who emerges here is not the 
sanitized Christ of piety and platitude, but the Christ 
of complicated joys and transcendent sorrows. The 
Christ who weeps, wonders, loses, learns, and seeks. 
These are the stories of the Incarnate God who finds 
and loves us in the messiness of our lives.” 
 

FISH PANTRY NEEDS OUR HELP  
THIS SATURDAY, JULY 27TH 

FISH Pantry is in big need for volunteers on Saturday, 
July 27th. A large group had been scheduled for that 
day, but recently cancelled. If you’re able to help, 
please let Marcia know so we can give FISH a number 
of volunteers.  marcia.mechlin@gmail.com 
 

IN NEED OF A MEAL? 

If you or someone you know in the congregation 
needs a meal, please remember that we have meals 
in the freezer for short term needs. Please contact a 
member of the Fellowship Team or April in the 
church office to let us know.  865-588-5350 
 

THE ERIN CHOIR NEEDS YOU! 
 

Summer vacation is coming to an 
end, and the choir will be back in 
action. Please join us! No formal vocal training is re-
quired, just a willingness to learn and an eagerness 
to lift your voice in praise. And we welcome all ages, 
from high school students to senior adults! We  
believe that God is worshipped in many ways.  
Consequently, the Choir performs a wide variety  
of music, from classical to contemporary.  More  
importantly, we strive to have fun with the music 
and with each other. In addition to singing, we share 

joys and concerns and support one another with  
prayer and compassion each week. Sounds like fun, 
doesn't it?  
Come join us and experience it for yourself. Choir  
rehearsals will resume on Wednesday, August 28th  
@ 7:30pm. 
 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY BUILD 

Westminster Presbyterian Church has reserved three 
days to help Habitat for Humanity in Knoxville on a 
new home build, and they’ve invited Erin members to 
join them. The house we’ll help build is at 205 Sapling 
Lane, off Strawberry Plains Pike, in a neighborhood of 
new Habitat homes called Ellen’s Glen. The dates are 
all Saturdays:  
 

July 27, 7:30am-3:pm - Interior walls and roofing 
(must be 18 years old) 
 

August 3, 7:30am -2pm - Vinyl siding  
(must be 16 years old) 
 

September 28, 7:30am -12:30pm - Trim and cabinets 
(must be 16 years old) 
 

According to the Habitat Knoxville website, no  
experience is necessary.  
IMPORTANT: Even if you’ve expressed interest using 
the signup form in the bulletin, you must sign up with 
Habitat using this link:  
 

https://knoxvillehabitat.volunteerhub.com/vv2/lp/
westminsterpres 
 

SAVE THE DATE: DINNER WITH MISSION  
CO-WORKER ON  WEDNESDAY, JULY 31ST 

The Erin congregation is invited to a dinner and  
program on Wednesday, July 31st, at Westminster 
Presbyterian Church, 6500 Northshore Drive. This  
program, sponsored by the Peacemaking Committee 
of the Presbytery of East Tennessee, will give the 
Knoxville area Presbyterians a chance to meet the  
Rev. Dr. Elmarie Parker, PCUSA Mission Co-Worker 
and Regional Liaison for Lebanon, Syria, Iraq, and  
the Gulf States since 2013. A free Middle Eastern  
meal catered by Yassin's will start at 6:00 pm in the 
Lisa Kaufman Hall followed by the program at 6:45. 
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RALLY DAY & FAMILY MINISTRY 
Elmarie's ministry develops partnerships between 
American churches and Middle Eastern churches. 
In her own words, she explains the inspiration  
American Christians can receive from Christians 
in the Middle East.  
 

“We have been serving here in the midst of the  
violence in Syria, growing worse, and in the midst  
of the self-proclaimed Islamic State, expanding its 
reach into Northern Iraq. Again and again, we have 
seen all parts of the Christian family in these coun-
tries, living Christ’s way of peace and transforming 
love, toward all those in need, praying regularly  
for those who are carrying out the violence, offering  
forgiveness to the perpetrators, and inviting dialogue 
and partnership with the moderate Muslim commu-
nity who also seeks to build societies founded on  
humanitarian values, international law, and the  
principles of democracy. Because of this, lives are 
being changed at the grass roots level. It is a  
privilege to stand with the Christian community  
here and to encourage international support of  
their vision, call, and work.”  

 

RALLY DAY IS ALMOST HERE! 
Sunday, August 11th at 9:15am 
In the Fellowship Hall 
 

9:15am  Coffee and Breakfast Treats 
All ages gather in the Fellowship Hall 
 

9:30am  Introduction to the Them 
               “Sing a New Song” 

 

9:40am  Sunday School 
Children, youth, and adults go to their designated 
classrooms for the first lesson on the new theme 
 

11am  Worship in the Sanctuary 
 

For the first month of Sunday School, all ages will  
be using the same curriculum and studying the  
same bible stories.  The theme “Sing a New Song” 
will consist of 4 lessons: 
 

Sing Liberation 
Sing Tribulation 
Sing Transformation 
Sing New Creation 

 

Music makes space for God’s holy mystery.  
Songs and hymns remain with us throughout a life 
of discipleship, as music reinforces the memory and 
inspires in ways words cannot. The theme of singing 
a new song connects with the proclamation of God’s 
saving work in Scripture. We sing new songs be-
cause God is doing new things in our lives and in  
the world.  Join us in Sunday School and in Worship 
as we explore this theme together. 
 

PLANET WORSHIP RETURNS 
AUGUST 25TH 
Planet Worship is our children’s 
worship program for children 4 
years old – 5th grade. Children 
attend regular worship with their 
families for the first half of the 11 am Service.    
After the Family Sermon, children leave the  
sanctuary and go to the Family Life Center for  
special age-appropriate lessons. 
 

Planet Worship will meet on the 2nd and 4th  
Sundays each month beginning August 25th   
(with the exception of holidays and school breaks).   

This month, we’ll learn about music in worship and 
practice “singing a new song.” 

 
VBS 2024 “THAILAND TREK” 



 

AUGUST 4TH AUGUST 11TH AUGUST 18TH AUGUST 25TH 

BELL RINGER BELL RINGER BELL RINGER BELL RINGER 

Addison Strand Will McCallum Lucy Cate Lucas Barber 

GREETER GREETER GREETER GREETER 

Tony and Kelli Pat Wallin Jim Montgomery Gabby Denny 

Denny Anna McKay Joanne Clelland Riley Chapman 

GUIDE GUIDE GUIDE GUIDE 

Neill Murphy Anna McKay Eliza Barber John House 

READER READER READER READER 

Diana Brandon Craig Strand Betty Gibbs David Eggers 

USHERS USHERS USHERS USHERS 

Dave Leckie Robbie Levering David and Brooks Kim, Dusty 

Sara Leckie Kelcey Levering Eggers and Gary 

Linda Quinley Kathy Boyd Jim Thompson Pennington 

COUNTERS COUNTERS COUNTERS COUNTERS 

Neill Murphy Rickey McCallum Andy Sarles John House 

Joe Jaynes Craig Strand David Eggers Neill Murphy 

NURSERY NURSERY NURSERY NURSERY 

Kay Pennington Brooks Eggers Lindsey Barber Kelcey Levering 

VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE 

AUGUST 4TH AUGUST 11TH AUGUST 18TH AUGUST 25TH 

Cathy and Kelly Robbie and Kelcey Andy and Kelsey Dave and Sara 

ONLINE VOLUNTEERS 



 CALENDAR & BIRTHDAYS 
AUGUST 2024 
 

3rd  Habitat Build 7:30am-2pm 
 

4th  Discipleship Team 7pm 
 

8th  Worship Team  7pm 
 

10th  Men’s Breakfast 9am 
Rally Day Setup-Fellowship Hall 12:30pm 
 

11th RALLY DAY 
9:15am  Coffee and Pastries 
9:30am  “Sing a New Song” Theme 
9:40am  Sunday School 
11am  Worship Service  
12pm  Outreach Meeting 
 

15th  Session Meeting  7pm 
 

18th  Membership Class  12pm 
 

19th  Staff Meeting  12pm 
 

21st  Handbell Practices Begin  6:30pm 
 

25th  Planet Worship Begins  11:15am 
Membership Class and Lunch  12pm 
 

28th  Sonshine and J7 Parent Night  6pm 
Choir Rehearsals begin  7:30pm 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

 

3  Agnes Kirby 

6  Kevin Griffin 

14  Mary Frierson 

15 Lucas Barber 

17  Effie Fellers 

21  Kellan Sarles 

24  Lucy Cate 

30  Lynn Sexton 


