
   

The Beacon  

 

“The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the 
desert shall...rejoice with joy and singing.”  
Isaiah 35:1 
 

Our series, “Sing a New Song,” reminded us that in 
scripture, all nature sings praises to God. We hear 
the musical notes of streams in the mountains,  
insects in our backyards, leaves clapping their 
hands in the wind. Of course, in summer, we also 
hear the percussion notes of limbs falling, thunder 
and rain in late-afternoon storms, sounds that  
demand work from us to repair what’s fallen. 
 

At our house, we are awash in produce. Usually 
our garden produces little, probably due to our 
passive practice of watering only when the ground 
itself cries out in anguish. But this summer, our 
daughter was home and faithfully watered every 
day. The result – more grapes than we could use, 
so much basil, and tomatoes that we have had to 
be ever more creative in processing. We finally 
found the solution in the food-drier we had in  
an upstairs closet – I may never have to buy a  
“sun-dried” tomato again. You probably have  
similar garden stories. Truly, creation tells of the 
glory of God! 
 

At Erin, we feel a similar abundance, and one that 
also demands attention and work from us. With 
Rally Day in mid-August, we started programs  
with a song, and soon Choir, Youth and Children's 
programs, and our regular adult Sunday School 
classes will be in full swing. I am struck by the 
abundance of it all. 
 

 

Elsewhere in The Beacon, you will read about two 
exciting additions to our staff, Amelia Brooke, who 
is working each Sunday in our nursery, and Chloe 
Levering, who is joining the staff as director of 
youth ministry on September 1. We are excited  
to have both these young women among us and 
grateful for God’s providence in bringing them to 
us. Of course, none of our programs thrive with 
staff alone; so we will be working to put a team in 
place to support our youth ministry in particular, 
and to help Chloe thrive in her new role. Those of 
us on the youth ministry search committee are 
thrilled with her passion and areas of expertise, 
and, having grown up at Erin, she will be a familiar 
face to our families. Welcome to both Amelia and 
Chloe! 
 

You’ll also read about the Pastor Nominating  
Committee’s upcoming listening sessions. I hope 
you’ll either come to their initial session on Sept.  
15 or find another opportunity to attend. 
 

What I learned from this summer abundance is  
that, just as it takes constant work to nurture the 
gardens we plant and use their produce well, in the 
church, we grow as we serve one another and the 
world. A passive approach, either to our spiritual 
life or to discipleship, doesn’t serve growth. But if 
we partner with God and stay faithful to the work 
in front of us, then all creation sings, and we join 
the song. 
 

                                                       -Rev. Anne McKee 
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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR PNC 
Your Pastor Nominating Team has been working dili-
gently behind the scenes, doing the prep work nec-
essary to move forward in our search for Erin’s new 
pastor. We have now come to the time when we 
need YOU!  
 

We need input from every member of our  
congregation. We need to know how YOU see  
our church…who are we now? How do you see  
us in 5 years or 10 years? What are your hopes  
and dreams for our church family? What is working 
well? What needs to change? What do you see our 
new pastor bringing to the mix?  
 

On Sunday, September 15th, during the Sunday 
School hour (9:30-10:30) in the New Education Wing, 
we will kick off our question & answer 
sessions. We may break into smaller groups to  
allow for each attendee to express their thoughts. 
This will be the first of several sessions like this, but 
please consider joining in this one. Childcare will be 
provided during this session if that is a  
concern. If you can’t attend this time, don’t  
worry! We will be scheduling others at various group 
meetings in our attempt to hear from every Erin 
member, and also from groups that use our facility 
and organizations, with which we have an affiliation. 
Come and be heard!! Hope to see YOU on Septem-
ber 15th! If you have any questions, please reach out 
to one of the PNC members:  
Stacie Armsworth, Joy Bornhoeft, Diana Brandon, 
John House, Kim Jaynes, Don Quinley, and Craig 
Strand. 
 

“We need input from every member of 
our congregation. We need to know how 
YOU see our church.” 
 

FOUNDATIONS SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS 
The Foundations Sunday School Class, led by Anne 
McKee, will be a series of Bible Studies based on the 
curriculum, “Why Presbyterians are Like That,” by 
Rev. John Williams, Chaplain at Austin College in 
Sherman, Texas.  
 

Our first few weeks focus on why and how  
Presbyterians read the BIBLE, the centrality  
of GRACE in how we understand Christian faith,  
our RESPONSE to God’s gift of grace, and the  
ways Presbyterians are committed to love God with 
our BRAINS as well as our heart. It should be an en-
gaging study, both for those who have had experi-
ence with other branches of faith and those who 
have been Presbyterian all their lives. None  
of these themes are unique to Presbyterians –  
they are ingredients other branches of faith have in 
various amounts. But they do combine to make up 
the particular mix of our family of faith. Come, see if 
you recognize them or agree that they are an im-
portant part of the mix here at Erin! 
 

WE OFFER A WARM WELCOME TO OUR TWO NEW 
STAFF MEMBERS! 
 

NEW YOUTH GROUP LEADER  
CHLOE LEVERING 
Chloe Levering is very excited to 
begin as Youth Director at Erin  
Presbyterian. Born and raised in 
Knoxville, Chloe has attended Erin 
her whole life with her grandmother 
Suzanne,  parents Robbie and Kelcey, and sister  
Ella. She is a recent graduate of the University of 
Tennessee where she studied Sports Journalism a 
nd marched in the Pride of the Southland Marching 
Band. Go Vols! She hopes to cultivate a passion for 
Christ among Erin’s youth and grow as a Christian 
throughout the process. 
 

NEW NURSERY WORKER 
AMELIA BROOKE 
Amelia joined the Erin Church staff  
in August. She’s currently a student  
at UT, Knoxville, studying Biology.   

For the past four years, she has worked 
as a lifeguard at the Arnstein Jewish 
and Community Center, and for three years has  
been a swim coach and private swim lesson teacher.  
Amelia has experience working with children of all 
ages and is First Aid and CPR/AED certified.   
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PEACE & GLOBAL WITNESS OFFERING  - OCT. 6 
The Peace and Global Witness Offering is one of our 
denomination’s four yearly offerings. Collected on 
World Communion Sunday, which is the first Sunday 
in October, funds gathered via this offering promote 
the peace of Christ by addressing conflict and injus-
tice around the world. Individual congregations keep 
25% of the funds collected by their congregation for 
efforts they designate. Mid-councils retain 25% for 
regional ministries of peace and reconciliation. The 
remaining 50% is used by the Presbyterian Mission 
Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures 
of violence, including our own, through projects of 
education and Christian witness. 
 

This year we will use our portion to support 
Mamisoa Rakotomolala, a pastor from Madagascar 
who has been studying in the U.S. for the past few 
years. Erin’s scholarship fund for pastoral education, 
which was founded through a generous bequest 
from the estate of a long-time member, helped pay 
the tuition for Pastor Mamisoa’s Master of Divinity 
degree from Columbia Theological Seminary in  
Atlanta. When she graduated in April of 2022, she 
was offered a full scholarship to pursue a doctoral 
degree in Practical Theology at Graduate Theological 
Union in Berkeley, California. She just returned from 
a summer in Madagascar for her third year of the 
four-year program. Although her tuition is covered 
by the scholarship, she must pay rent and living  
expenses for herself, her husband (whose temporary 
visa prohibits him from working in the U.S.), and 
their high-school-age daughter. Once Pastor 
Mamisoa graduates she will return to Madagascar  
to work with the FJKM, the PCUSA’s denominational 
partner church in that country. She also plans to 
teach in the FJKM seminary, where she will be one  
of the first professors with a PhD. She has already 
started working with the seminary long-distance on 
planning and curriculum.  
 

To donate to the Peace and Global Witness offering 
you can write a check and drop it in the offering 
plate using the special envelopes in the pew racks. 

You can mail your check, marked Peace and Global 
Witness Offering, to the church office. Or you can go 
to Erin’s website www.erinpres.org, click on DONATE 
in the menu at the top of the home page, and select 
“Special Offerings” in the Choose a Fund box. Either 
way, know that your gift will help spread Christ’s 
much-needed peace in our community, our region, 
and around the world. If you’d like to make an addi-
tional contribution to help Pastor Mamisoa, please 
note that on your check or online and we will for-
ward it to her as well. 
 

WHY ARE PEOPLE BRINGING GROCERY BAGS AND 
EGG CARTONS TO CHURCH? 
The Outreach team collects clean plastic grocery 
bags for FISH Pantry to use in packaging produce for 
distribution. FISH receives large pallets of produce, 
from apples to zucchini, and volunteers package 
them in amounts suitable for a family. They were 
buying plastic bags until they realized that donated 
plastic grocery bags would work just as well.  
 

We collect egg cartons for the same reason. The  
eggs donated to FISH Pantry come in shrink-wrapped 
pallets about four feet square and four feet high. 
Volunteers cut egg cartons in half to provide six eggs 
per family.  
 

You can drop off your bags and egg cartons in the 
large box just inside the door of the Outreach room 
(last room on the right before the Noah’s Ark room), 
and Brooks and David Eggers will deliver them. 
Speaking of Brooks and David, check out the latest 
newsletter from FISH Pantry on the Outreach  
bulletin board in the narthex. This issue focuses  
on volunteers, and Brooks and David are featured!  
 

FISH PANTRY SERVE DAY - SEPTEMBER 28TH 
Your next opportunity to serve at FISH Pantry is Sat-
urday, September 28 from 9 a.m. until 1 p.m. Erin 
provides around a dozen volunteers once a quarter 
to help sort, package, and distribute food to our 
neighbors in need. If you’ve helped in the past you 
know how rewarding it is to see families choose free 
groceries, from canned goods to produce to pies. If 

http://www.erinpres.org


 BREADBREAKERS & A SHOW 
you haven’t yet joined us, please consider it - it’s a 
wonderful opportunity to show Christ’s love in our 
community. Sign up on the sheet in the bulletin or 
call or email the church office.  
 

Habitat for Humanity Home Build September 28 
You have one last chance to help build a home for  
a family through Knoxville Habitat for Humanity.  
The house is at 205 Sapling Lane, off Strawberry 
Plains Pike, in a neighborhood of new Habitat  
homes called Ellen’s Glen. The date is Saturday,  
September 28, from 7:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  
Volunteers will be installing trim and cabinets; no 
experience is required, but volunteers must be at 
least 16 years old. You must sign up ahead of time 
with Habitat using this link:  
https://knoxvillehabitat.volunteerhub.com/vv2/lp/
westminsterpres 
 

KARM Helps in Many Ways! 
If you’re cleaning out for fall and have clothing or 
household items in good condition to donate, we 
encourage you to drop them off at one of the KARM 
locations in our area. KARM uses funds from selling 
items in their KARM stores to help our homeless 
neighbors. But you may not know that if you give 
your name and designate Erin Presbyterian Church 
when you drop off your items, our church office  
receives vouchers to hand out to people who show 
up at our door seeking help. Last year we received 
over $700 in vouchers!  

 

 
 
 

BREADBREAKERS -  SEPTEMBER 21ST 
Erin BreadBreakers will kick off our 2024/2025  
season at the home of Jim and Ginger Thompson on 
Saturday, September 21st, at 6:30 pm at 2000 Lyons 
Bend Road, Knoxville, TN 37919.  If you have never 
attended a BreadBreakers before,  you owe it to 
yourself to give it a try! It’s a great night  of relaxed 
fellowship and excellent food. If you’re interested in 
hosting a BreadBreakers, please contact Diana at  
865-607-8528 or dmarybrandon49@gmail.com.   

September 12, 13, 19, 20 at 7:30 pm 
& September 15 & 22 at 2:30 pm 
in the Erin sanctuary. 
 

Tickets:  Adults: $22  Students: $18 
Available online and at the door 
 

*Thursdays are PAY WHAT YOU WISH – donations 
taken at the door with cash, check, or card. 
 

About the Show 
At its core, A Doll’s House is a story about the male 
tendency to cage feminine strength, and the female 
tendency to break the lock. Ibsen’s A Doll’s House, 
like Shakespeare’s work, is timeless and as relevant 
to audiences of 2024 as it was to audiences of 
1879. A Doll’s House shines a harsh spotlight on  
the toxicity of a family unit in which the woman is 
anything less than an honored partner in the pursuit 
of life. 
 

Directed by Christi Watson 
 

CAST 
• Nora Helmer: Jaden Lily 
• Thorvald Helmer: Tyler Glover 

• Christina Linden: Casey Maxwell 
• Nils Krogstad: Stavros Keritsis 

• Dr. Rank: Joe Jaynes 
• Ellen/Anna: Jae Campbell 

• Emmy: Naomi Whipple 

• Ivar: Nehemiah Whipple 
• Torvald/Krogstad Understudy: Jonathan Gibson 
Nora/Christina Understudy: Rachel Norman 
 
Purchase Tickets with this QR Code  
or at wordplayers.org 

https://knoxvillehabitat.volunteerhub.com/vv2/lp/westminsterpres
https://knoxvillehabitat.volunteerhub.com/vv2/lp/westminsterpres


 

 KID’S & WOMEN’S MINISTRIES 

 

Pioneer Club returns 
Wed. Sept. 11  
6:30-7:30pm 

Family Life Center 
 

Pioneer Club is a “hands-on” 
activity club for elementary 
age kids that meets once a 
month during the school year. 

This year’s theme is Pioneer Rangers.  Each month 
we will explore one of our National Parks and learn 
all about its history and culture, geography, flora 
and fauna (plants and  
animals).  This month we will visit the world’s first 
national park – YELLOWSTONE – established March 
1, 1872.  
 

Planet Worship  
September 8th and 22nd 
 

Planet Worship will meet on the 2nd and 4th Sundays 
each month with the exception of holidays and 
school breaks. 
 

This year’s focus is on What We Believe as Christians 
with lessons on symbols of our faith, God’s Word, 
the sacraments of Baptism and Communion, the 
Lord’s Prayer, and the Apostles’ Creed. 
 

Save the Date! 
Women’s Fall Spiritual Gathering 
Saturday, October 26 
at John Knox Center 
 

Make plans to attend the presbytery-wide Fall  
Gathering. This joyful retreat will include excellent 
speakers, worship and fellowship, not to mention a 
delicious lunch and the beautiful fall weather.   
 

More details to come in the October Newsletter. 
 

 
 

Women’s Bible Study 
Thursdays at 10 am 

September 26th - October 31st 
Family Life Center 

 

"…your life is hidden with Christ in God”  
- Colossians 3:3b, CSB 
 

We live in a world that tells us that visibility is  
value, that recognition is our greatest reward. 
Even though we know it's empty, we are tied  
to a culture of performance, people-pleasing,  
and earthly accolades. In Scripture, Jesus  
presents an astoundingly countercultural way  
of existing.         
 

In this Bible Study, we are invited to let go of 
these pressures and lean into the freedom of  
our inherent value in Christ. Throughout these 
sessions, we’ll spend time in the forgotten  
corners of Scripture and get to know some of  
the most hidden, least remembered people in  
the Bible:  the Daughters of Shallum, Cleopas,  
Huldah, Pilate’s Wife, Gideon, and the Sons of  
Korah. 
 

Join us for this 6-week study as we explore the 
power, purpose, and delight of hiddenness in 
Christ.  Each weekly session will begin with a  
time of fellowship, coffee and treats.  This is a  
video study, so reading and homework are  
minimal!  All ladies of Erin are welcome and  
feel free to invite a friend.   
 

Contact Joy Bornhoeft (cec@erinpresbyterian.org) 
to register. 

mailto:cec@erinpresbyterian.org


 

 BRIDGEBUILDERS & MORE 

 

BridgeBuilders is announcing a new fall course:    
“America: One Nation under God.  Indivisible?” 
 

Our study will entail lively discussion based on  
reliable sources, knowledgeable speakers, and  
solid scholarship.  We will approach the topic via  
a historical perspective and draw wisdom from a 
careful reading of God's word.  I hope you will  
consider joining us for this new course. 
-Kellan Sarles 
 

Course Description:   
In the run-up to November elections in the US,  
some of the loudest voices belong to people  
professing Christianity. An element of the Christian 
Church has become a political force bent on eroding 
the constitutional wall separating church and state. 
This conservative movement is not new, and neither 
is its agenda: anti-abortion, anti-immigration, private 
school vouchers, public school control, and a return 
to what many view as conventional American values. 
 

In this 7-week BridgeBuilders forum we will explore 
the philosophy of Christian nationalism, its history, 
agenda, actors and financiers. Is the movement as 
powerful and pervasive as we are led to believe?  Is 
it destined to grow more powerful?  And is it true to 
Christ’s teachings? 
 

Join us beginning September 23rd at 7pm via 
Zoom. Your moderators will be Kellan Sarles, Kim 
Jaynes, the Rev. Ann Brunger, and Dr. Mark 
Hulsether.  Each class lasts about 75 minutes and  
they are recorded for those who must miss a 
class.  BridgeBuilders courses are free and open to 
all. 
 

Visit this website to register: 
https://www.erinpresbyterian.org/bridgebuilders/ 
 

JUSTICE KNOX HOUSE MEETINGS 
Erin's Justice Knox team will host this year's "house 
meeting" listening session in the Fellowship Hall on 
Sunday, September 29th following the worship  
service. This gathering is for anyone interested in 
making our city and county a place where all can 
thrive.   
 

You will hear about the progress we have made  
on issues of equitable school discipline, public  
transportation, gun violence reduction, and 
 affordable housing/homelessness.  You will  
also  help us determine priorities for the year  
ahead. Justice Knox is a collaboration of 23 faith  
communities who are obedient to Christ's command 
to love one another.   
 

BAKE SALE UPDATE 
Thank you, Erin, for your wildly generous response to 
our annual Justice Knox bake sale. The beautiful and 
delicious cakes, pies, cookies, and candy raised 
$1,140 for Justice Knox!  WOW!  
 

Prayers in the Bulletin 
 

KEEPING THE PRAYER LIST FRESH 
Many of us take time to pray for those who have 
been added to the worship bulletin’s Prayer section, 
and we’re thankful you call and write to us to share 
your prayer needs with your church family.  It is a  
precious gift of God’s community, and His word, to 
pray for one another. 
 

We’re working to keep the prayer list fresh with new 
prayer needs as they come to our attention. In the 
future, we will keep new prayer requests up for a few 
weeks, and then remove them, unless we hear from 
you that there is a long-term need for prayer. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Rev. McKee. 
 

CONNECT & SERVE 
Coming up on Sunday, September 15th, before and 
after the Worship service, there will be tables in the 
narthex where you can learn about the various  
ministry teams here at Erin. We hope you can find a 
one to connect with.   
 

You’ll often see the same people volunteering to help 
everywhere, but we hope you’ll take a moment to get 
to know our ministries and offer to lend a hand, see if 
you enjoy it, and where it goes from there. 



 

SEPTEMBER 1 SEPTEMBER 8 SEPTEMBER 15 SEPTEMBER 22 SEPTEMBER 29 

BELL RINGER BELL RINGER BELL RINGER BELL RINGER BELL RINGER 

Eliza Barber Ginger Thompson Craig Strand Addison Strand Will McCallum 

GREETER GREETER GREETER GREETER GREETER 

Jim and Ginger Kathy Boyd 
Mike and  

Mary Nelle 
Jim Montgomery Pat Wallin 

Thompson Pat Wallin Cate Joy Catron Gabby Denny 

GUIDE GUIDE GUIDE GUIDE GUIDE 

Betty Gibbs Craig Strand Erin McCallum Eliza Barber John House 

READER READER READER READER READER 

Sonja DuBois Anna McKay Rickey McCallum Diana Brandon Randy Sarles 

USHERS USHERS USHERS USHERS USHERS 

David and Brooks Robbie Levering Dave and Sara Kim Pennington Jim Montgomery 

Eggers Kelcey Levering Leckie Dusty Pennington Linda Quinley 

Linda Quinley Randy Sarles Riley Chapman Jim Thompson Kathy Boyd 

COUNTERS COUNTERS COUNTERS COUNTERS COUNTERS 

David Eggers Neill Murphy Craig Strand John House Andy Sarles 

Rickey McCallum Andy Sarles Joe Jaynes Neill Murphy Joe Jaynes 

VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE 

September 6  Joe Jaynes 

September 7  Dona Quinley 

September 11  Andy Sarles 

September 20  Allyson Streckfuss 

September 21  Larry McKay 

September 27  Kay Pennington 

September 29  Nicole Waters 


