To be subject to rulers and authorities,
To be obedient,
F To be ready to do whatever is good,
{ l To slander no one,
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Big Questions
Anne McKee, November 2024

I don’t spend much time browsing various sites
on the internet - there's more than enough
required computer time in my daily life! But,
preparing for my Sunday School class on
Presbyterian theology, I’'ve spent more time

on the PCUSA website than | ever have before.
There’s a fascinating section, linked right to the
PCUSA.org landing page, called “What We
Believe.” From there, you get to four sections:
History, Theology, Social Issues, and What
Makes Us Unique. In the theology and social
issues sections there are articles on a whole
variety of topics, in alphabetical order from
Advent to Worship, including three articles on
“Hell” and, interestingly none on “Heaven”,
though “Eternal Life” does get an entry! In the
Social Issues section, issues range from Abortion
to Work, with a whole other link to various
statements the General Assembly has made
over the years on various social topics.

Presbyterians recognize, among our first
principles, that “God alone is Lord of the
conscience,” and that there are many questions
on which people of deep faith disagree. So, the
church offers these essays and statements for

To be peaceable and considerate,

and always to be gentle toward everyone.
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guidance and education, not as litmus tests of
what good Christians or good Presbyterians
must believe. But it’s interesting to see how
our scholars and our ordinary folks elected as
General Assembly commissioners have
thought about various topics over the years.
And in a public environment where sometimes
the loudest voices describe a version of
Christianity that some of us don’t recognize,
it’s nice to see our church articulating posi-
tions in theology that are deeply rooted in our
tradition.

When | first came to Erin, you all were
adamant that you like being a congregation
where not everyone has to agree politically,
and where political positions aren’t at the
center of your life together. You have found
ways to love one another and to care about
the world together without the rancor that
we witness in so many settings these days.
You are united in Christ, and you try to live
out his love and grace in a fallen world. That
will be an important witness as we navigate
through the early part of November and
beyond. | hope we’ll all join together praying
for our country and for the world, and seeking
ways to serve Christ together.
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FROM PNC TO DINNER & DANCING

UPDATE FROM THE PNC

The Pastor Nominating Committee met several
times during October to review your input from the
“listening” sessions and church questionnaire and
we want to thank everyone who participated! The
PNC met with 9 church groups/teams and 52 of
you responded with your input. Several common
themes emerged. Overwhelmingly, the people of
Erin feel that we are a friendly and personable
church that strives to welcome people of all back-
grounds and diversity of thought. We value quality
preaching and teaching, we appreciate the arts and
work to express various art forms in our spiritual life
and worship, and we are committed to acting out
our faith through service and outreach. These
themes will help the PNC write a profile of Erin
Church and complete the Ministry Discernment
Profile (MDP) to introduce ourselves to possible
candidates. This month, the committee will work to
write and complete the MDP with the intention to
present it to Session for approval at the November
meeting. Once approved by our Session, the MDP
will be sent to the Committee on Ministry for
approval in early December. Then, the MDP will
be uploaded to the PCUSA’s Church Leadership
Connection website, where Erin will be matched
with pastors whose skills and interest fit our needs.
The PNC is humbled by your trust in us to accom-
plish this task and is grateful for your support and
prayers.

Thank You,

Joy Bornhoeft, Stacie Armsworth, Diana Brandon,
John House, Kim Jaynes, Don Quinley, and

Craig Strand

ONLINE CONTRIBUTIONS/YEAR END GIFTS

What do you mean it’s November? How did THAT
happen so fast? As life gets even more hectic during
the Advent Season, it’s easy to overlook things. We
have a way for you to keep your pledge current, and
take one thing off your plate - use Erin’s easy online
giving! You can make your pledge recurring so that
you don’t have to remember to write those checks!

(You do have to remember to deduct the amount from
your account, but that’s it!). Easy peasy. Here’s the link:
www.erinpresbyterian.org/give-back/

Also, as the giving season approaches, you may
consider giving some of your RMD (required minimum
distribution) to the Church. Normally, when you have
to withdraw from your IRA the withdrawal is subject
to income tax. If you have your financial institution
make the payment directly to Erin, the amount of your
distribution isn’t taxed, but does count toward your
RMD. If you have to withdraw it anyway, it’s a way to
help meet your pledge and avoid income taxes too!
Speaking of income taxes, if you itemize your deduc-
tions, remember to make a contribution before Dec.
31st in order to count toward a 2024 deduction.
Thank you and God bless you for your support and
generosity to Erin Church.

PEACE & GLOBAL WITNESS OFFERING - THANK YOU!
Many thanks from the Outreach team to Erin
members for your generous contributions to the
Peace and Global Witness offering, which we
collected on World Communion Sunday, October 6.
We received $1,305, and most of this will support
PCUSA mission programs such as Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance, which includes relief for those affected by
Hurricane Helene. We will send one quarter of the
total amount to Pastor Mamisoa Rakotomolala, who is
pursuing her PhD in Oakland, CA. She will then return
to her home in Madagascar to continue her work with
the FIKM Christian church and its seminary there.
Again, thanks to everyone who gave so generously.

A NIGHT WITH UKIRK

DINNER, MUSIC & STORYTELLING

You are invited to Second Presbyterian Church,

2829 Kingston Pike, Knoxville, TN 37919 on Friday,
November 15th at 6:30pm for “A Night with UKIRK”
featuring an evening of Dinner, Music and Storytelling
to help raise funds for UKIRK.

Tickets are $20 in advance, or $25 at the door. You can
purchase them two ways: emailing Pastor Rachel rev-
rachel@ukirkutk.org or through Venmo @UPERKUTK


http://www.erinpresbyterian.org/give-back/
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HOLIDAY FUN

NOVEMBER COFFEE CLUB & CRAFT 7 e 2

This year April and Joy are having another ! COFFEE 2

Coffee Club & Craft event! We’ll meet in CRAFTS
Oron:

the Fellowship Hall on Monday, Nov. 11th
at 10:30am to enjoy some delicious autumn treats,

a good cup of coffee, a craft we’ve been planning for
a couple of months now, and fellowship with our Erin
friends. You know Joy is going to bake something
homemade, so just put it on your calendar and we’ll
see you there!

HANGING OF THE GREENS NOV. 24
Preparing our homes for Christmasisa 2
sweet time of decorating as we consider %_ N
the birth of our Savior. Every year, we % ;’f}ﬁf@’*
gather at the church to do the same. We

invite you to join us as we decorate our church home
for the coming Christmas season on Sunday, Nov.
24th after the worship service. We’ll have a delicious
chili lunch provided by Matthew and April Cyr, then
begin celebrating our Lord’s birth as we decorate.

ANGEL TREE

We will once again host the Angel Tree
this year! It’s been a joy to help the
children of Sunset Gap have a great
Christmas. There will be 12 names, 5
gifts each, for a total of 60 gifts for our
church members to purchase. The Angel Tree will
be in the narthex on Sunday, November 10th, so get
ready to grab a tag! The gifts are due back to the
church by Sunday, December 8th.

The Youth Group are having a Gift Wrapping Party
so please bring back your gifts unwrapped.

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS
Every Christmas the Fellowship Team sells
& Poinsettias. You can sign up to purchase
). M them using the insert in the bulletin
v beginning Dec. 1st. When you sign up
through the insert, you will write the name of the
person you are purchasing it for and whether it is
in Honor or Memory of that loved one. You can pur-
chase as many as you like. At the Christmas Eve

service there will be a beautiful program showing
the dedication to each person a Poinsettia was
purchased for. You can take it home along with your
flowers after the service. Feel free to sign  EZHEsR
up online through this link or QR code:
https://tinyurl.com/ypc6rn8n

CHRISTMAS POTLUCK

We hope you will be able to join us for our Annual
Christmas Potluck Dinner on December 8th at 5pm
in the Fellowship Hall. Signups will be in the bulletin
beginning November 17th. So put "5
on your Christmas duds, bring your %
favorite dish to share, and help us

start off the holidays together!

WORDPLAYERS HOLIDAY PERFORMANCES

Junie B. in Jingle Bells, Batman Smells

Junie B. Jones, a First-Grader, is super-excited about
the upcoming Holiday Sing-Along and Secret Santa
gift exchange at her school. Too bad Tattletale, May,
keeps ruining all of Junie B’s fun. So, when Junie B.
draws May’s name for Secret Santa, she comes up
with the perfect plan to teach her nemesis a lesson!
But will the Christmas spirit of peace and goodwill
interfere before she can give you-know-who what
she deserves? A hilarious and endearing tale based

on the best-selling book series by Barbara Park and
written by Allison Gregory.

Performance Dates:

Friday, Dec. 13 @ 7:30 pm
Saturday, Dec. 14 @ 2:30 pm
Sunday, Dec. 15 @ 2:30 pm

Clayton Performing Arts Center at
Pellissippi State Community College
(Hardin Valley Campus)

10915 Hardin Valley Rd.

Knoxville, TN 37933

SLEEPERS, WAKE!

The greatest story ever told takes on new life with
this short play with music by Ethan Norman. Back by
popular demand, Sleepers, Wake! brings you into
the room with the characters of the biblical account

IYNIE B°
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WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS!

of the coming of Christ as told in Luke 2, with gripping
ping music, thought provoking historical context, and

humor that will have you dancing in your seat, prepare

to celebrate Advent with a vibrant, fresh, and timeless
telling of the Story that changed the world.
Performing at Erin Church on December 22nd during
the Worship Service!

STEPHANIE TANKSLEY

A | After years of climbing the career ladder
C and moving across the state, I've finally
¥ found a place that feels like home.
® Shortly after arriving in Knoxville, every
) i thing started to fall into place, including
my desire for connection with others and with Christ.
My first visit to Erin convinced me that
this is where | belong. | am excited to strengthen
the relationships I've already built and connect with
new people who share similar values and embrace
acceptance for all.

PHIL WATKINS
| grew up in West Tennessee attending

ing, and was baptized in the Southern
B Baptist denomination. After graduating

agaln West Tennessee, and Clarksville. | attended
several churches and, sometimes, did not find a
church home before moving. Then, | moved back

to Knoxville in 2022. When Stephanie moved to
Knoxville, we decided to find a permanent church
home, and visited Erin in the Spring of this year. It
quickly became apparent that God wanted us to stay.

KIM BARRY

| grew up in church because my Dad is
a retired Presbyterian minister. | have
attended a lot of different churches
trying to find a place where | felt at
home. After attending Erin a couple of
times, | noticed the vibe was different. The people
here are very open-minded and open-hearted, and |
was eager to make Erin my home. | currently work

whatever churches my father was pastor-

from UT, | lived in Chattanooga, Knoxville

full-time in financial services, and part-time at the
gym over at Fort Sanders West. Please stop by and
say hil!

GABBY DENNY

My journey to the Lord began when
| reconnected with my big brother,
Tony (pictured here). It wasn’t until
& | came to Knoxuville for his 55th

.. % birthday that | felt a calling to

. move to Tennessee and start fresh.
So, | worked for the next 9 months
to sell what | could and get here to be closer to him.
In my path were a lot of obstacles, but | felt God
helping me through them, showing me that | could
do this, and after nine long months and a lot of
struggles, | finally made it to Knoxville.

Once | was here, | began attending Erin Church,
listening to Pastor Anne, and | started feeling like |
had found a home of warmth and kindness. So, |
made it my mission to go every Sunday and listen to
what God was saying, and every time | left, I'd walk
out feeling loved and at home. | still had struggles
with a few things that were left unfinished, but with
a lot of prayer and faith, | was able to keep moving
forward, knowing God would help me through these
trying times.

When | went to the Session and requested to
become a member, | was welcomed with open arms.
After that meeting, all the loose ends started coming
together! All the prayers, turning everything over to
Jesus, and knowing He's walking with me, | began to
notice things were working out. | felt a sense of
peace, which | had not known before.

I'm so thankful | made the choice to believe, to take
the leap of faith, to turn my life around, and to feel

a sense of joy and fellowship. The day | was baptized
was a new beginning for me. On that day, | promised
to be one of God's voices, and to help show people
that if you believe, your life can be turned around for
the better. Just like mine.
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KIDS, YOUTH & MORE
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Pioneer Club
Wed. November 13
6:30-7:30 pm
Family Life Center

NATIONAL
PARK
SERVICE
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This month we will visit ACADIA National Park which
they call the “Crown Jewel of the North Atlantic
Coastline” in Maine. First established in 1919, Acadia

contains the tallest mountain on the Atlantic Coast,
named “Cadillac Mountain”.

The park also is rich in human history and culture.
Native Americans have inhabited the area called
Acadia for at least 12,000 years, including the
Wabanaki Confederacy ("People of the Dawnland")
which consists of five related Algonquian nations.

Planet Worship
November 10 and 24

Planet Worship is our children’s worship program
for elementary age kids, meeting on the 2" and 4™
Sundays of each month. On these Sundays, children
attend worship with their families for the first part of
the service. After the Family Sermon, kids dismiss to
the Family Life Center for age-appropriate lessons on
What We Believe. This month, we will talk about
Grace and Thanksgiving - How We Respond to
God’s Grace.

SMALL AND MIGHTY YOUTH GROUP EVENT

Our Youth participated in Small & Mighty on Sunday,
October 20th at Farragut Presbyterian Church. Small
& Mighty is a PET Youth Ministry where youth
groups from all over Presbytery of East Tennessee,
gather to participate in interactive games and activi-
ties. This month, the youth came together for a
game night and plank-holding challenge.

(pictured)

DAYLIGHT SAVING ENDS THIS SUNDAY AT 3AM
Unless you want to start attending Sunday School,
be sure to set your clock back an hour this Saturday
night before you fall asleep. (It would be a great time
to begin attending Sunday School, though, right?
wink, wink)

FALL LEAF CLEANUP
The Property Team is having a Fall Leaf
Cleanup on the morning of November 16th T
2 at 9am. Stop by with your rake or a blower,
ﬁ\ and we'll provide donuts, muffins, fruit, and
* some hot coffee. Hope you can join us!
CLEANUP BUCKETS

About 25 Erin members stayed after church on
Sunday, October 27 to fill 14 cleanup buckets, and
the children’s class filled one during Sunday school,
too. Kevin Griffin volunteered to deliver the buckets
to one of the drop-off church locations in Knoxville.
From there they’ll go to churches in upper East TN
and North Carolina, and then to those still dealing
with the aftermath of Hurricane Helene.

Thank You to all who donated trash bags, clothes-
lines, sponges and scrub brushes, work gloves, and
all of the other items from the list we sent out, and
to those who donated to help us purchase items.
This was a great way for Erin to live out what we
believe, and to share God’s love and hope with our
community!




VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE

NOVEMBER 3RD NOVEMBER 10TH NOVEMBER 17TH NOVEMBER 24TH
COFFEE COFFEE COFFEE COFFEE
Mary Nelle Cate Anna McKay David Eggers Mike Jones
BELL RINGER BELL RINGER BELL RINGER BELL RINGER
Craig Strand Addison Strand Will McCallum Lucy Cate
GREETER GREETER GREETER GREETER
Kelli and Tony Jim Montgomery Pat Wallin Brooks Eggers
Denny Kathy Boyd Joy Catron Linda Quinley
GUIDE GUIDE GUIDE GUIDE
Sonja DuBois Eliza Barber Robbie Levering Joy Bornhoeft
READER READER READER READER
John House Anna McKay Kelcey Levering David Eggers
USHERS USHERS USHERS USHERS
Dave Leckie David Eggers Mike Cate Kim Pennington

Gary Pennington

Robbie Levering

Mary Nelle Cate

Dusty Pennington

17 Sara Leckie

18 Connor Quinn

11 Dusty Pennington
12 Debra Poole

Linda Quinley Chloe Levering Randy Sarles David Eggers
COUNTERS COUNTERS COUNTERS COUNTERS
Rickey McCallum Neill Murphy Craig Strand John House
Joe Jaynes David Eggers Andy Sarles Neill Murphy
&OVE BeR A
5 Jackie Griffin 16 Nancy Berry 25 Bill Brazelton

30 Harry Franz

NOVEMBER CHURCH CALENDAR

for all special events mentioned in the newsletter.

https://www.erinpresbyterian.org/calendar/
(copy and paste into your web browser)

Visit the link below for Ministry Team and Staff Meeting Dates, including information




