Words for the Beginning...

What a delight to celebrate this Advent and
Christmas season with you! | am keenly aware that
just a year ago, you were busy celebrating Rev. John

probably feeling a mix of thankfulness and sorrow as
that long, deep relationship with your pastor
changed. It’s hard to believe that | have been here
almost a year as your interim, and | am so proud of
the progress you all have made in what is really a
short time.

| know some of you will say, “It’s been a WHOLE
year!” But, trust me, you all are right on schedule.
The Pastor Nominating Committee is on the verge

of filing the profile that will introduce prospective
ministers to Erin, and then our job is to pray that the
right people will respond to it, and for their discern-
ment as they do the concrete work of reading
profiles of ministers, interviewing, and ultimately
bringing a call to the congregation.

This is when their work goes “underground.”

We won’t hear much about the specifics of their
progress; they will give us broad updates as they
have them. But they will be working on our behalf,
supported by our prayers.

Stuart’s ministry and upcoming retirement, and were

Maybe it’s a bit like Advent, when we anticipate
God working among us in a new way.

This year we’ll be using a theme, “Words for the
Beginning,” that traces the stories of people in the
Christmas story - Mary, Joseph, John the Baptist,
and Jesus. We’'ll have devotionals to follow at
home, and an Advent calendar that urges us to
take photos and post them each day around a
different Advent theme. Choosing one of these
practices may keep the anticipation of God’s
presence in the front of our minds, so we will be
ready to receive Christ in a new way.

Of course, receiving Christ is nothing like
waiting for a new minister! Even the best
search committee can’t bring God incarnate
into our midst. But God does work through
each change, and brings us from the sadness
of loss to the joy of anticipation, and weaves
all things together in love. The “Words for the
Beginning” begins with blessings, and it ends in
our choosing to be a blessing for a world in need.
That is the gift we receive, and give, each
Christmas.

-Rev. Anne McKee




_ CHRISTMAS

CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE

Come worship with us as we celebrate (|
the newborn King! Our Christmas Eve i
Candlelight Service begins at 6:30pmin - »ﬁ*
the Sanctuary, with traditional Christmas '
hymns and scripture readings as recall the good
news of great joy - Our Savior come to earth in a
manger! At the end of the service, we sing Silent
Night to the glow of beautiful candlelight.

CHRISTMAS POTLUCK

Get dressed in your best Christmas duds, bring your
favorite dish to share, and let’s kick off the holidays
together!

We hope you will be able to join us for the annual
Christmas Potluck Dinner on December 8th at 5pm.
Sign up using the bulletin insert this coming Sunday.

If you're unable to sign up Sunday, please call the
office and let us know how many adults and children
will be attending, along with what you plan to bring
to the potluck. 865-588-5350

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS

Poinsettias are available to purchase
in Honor or Memory of a loved one.
The price remains the same at $15
each and may be picked up after the
Christmas Eve service. You can signup for poinsettias
using the insert in the bulletin beginning Dec. 1st. At
the Christmas Eve service there will be a beautiful
program that displays our dedications to our loved
ones, which you can take home, along with your
flowers. Sign up for your poinsettia(s) in the bulletin
or go to this link and fill out the form.
https://tinyurl.com/ypc6rn8n

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL

Please note there will be no Sunday School on
December 29th and it will resume on January 5th.
Nursery will be available during the worship service.

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING
The Christmas Joy Offering will be received at the
Christmas Eve Candlelight service. Collection boxes

are provided for the children. By giving to m
the Christmas Joy Offering, you honor  (HRISTMAS

God's gift of Jesus Christ by providing \&QJOY
assistance to current and retired Pastors and

church workers in their time of need, and aid in
developing our future leaders at the Presbyterian
related schools and colleges which are equipping
communities of color.

SLEEPERS, WAKE! IN THE WORSHIP SERVICE

ON SUNDAY, DEC. 22ND

The WordPlayers will be presenting their Christmas
play during the Worship service on December 22nd!
The greatest story ever told takes on new life with
this short play with music by Ethan Norman.

Sleepers, Wake! brings you into the room with the
characters in the biblical account of the coming of
Christ as told in Luke 2, with gripping music, thought
provoking historical context, and humor that will have
you dancing in your seat, prepare to celebrate Advent
with a vibrant, fresh, and timeless telling of the Story
that changes the world.

ANGEL TREE GIFTS DUE DECEMBER 1ST

Please bring your Sunset Gap angel tree gifts to
church on Sunday, December 1st. Erin’s youth will
wrap them that evening. If you can’t make it by

then, the absolute last day to bring them is Sunday,
December 8th. Leave unwrapped gifts under the tree,
and include the tag so we know who the gift

is for.

ADDRESSING YOUR CHRISTMAS CARDS

Download our Church Directory! Here’s how to do it.
Go to: https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/
and “Create Login”. Once you’ve done those steps,
you will log in to the webpage and it will bring up our
directory. From there, you can scroll through the list
of names and click on the picture of the person you’d
like to contact, revealing their contact information.

This keeps your church family at your fingertips and
helps cut down on calls to the office for addresses
during the holiday season.


https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/
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D | YOUR YEAR-END
GIVING

As we head into
the end of the
year, some of
our folks make
special contributions to the church. This enables

us to start the New Year with a strong cash flow
balance and these gifts are greatly appreciated by
the whole congregation. If you would like to contin-
ue or even to begin a tradition of donating a special
one time gift to the church at this time of year, we
would be pleased to be blessed by your generosity.
An end of -year gift can be placed in the offering
plate on any given Sunday between now and the
end of the year.

MAKES A DIFFERENCE |4

Alternatively, you may mail a check to the church at
your convenience. The only requirement that the IRS
has is that your gift must be made and mailed before
or on 31 December. You can also make a special gift
on our website using the secure donation page. You
can find the tab at the top marked “Donate,” on the
front page of the website: www.erinpres.org .

May God bless you for your support, generosity,
and kindness which enable our congregation to
accomplish many things in Christ’s Name.

REMEMBER OUR HUNGRY NEIGHBORS

THIS TIME OF YEAR

Our next FISH Pantry workday is Saturday, Dec. 28
between 9 a.m. and 1 p.m. You’re welcome to join
us for all or part of that time. If you’d like to help, fill
out the signup form in the bulletin or call the church
office. You'll get an email with the address and
instructions. If you can’t make it this time, Erin
Church helps out once each quarter. This is a great
opportunity to see up close how the funds we
contribute are helping to combat hunger in our city.

We continue to collect plastic grocery bags and egg
cartons for FISH as well. They receive donated
produce and eggs in large pallets, and they use the
bags and cartons to package them in family size
amounts. Every bag we donate is one less bag they
have to purchase. Leave bags and cartons in the big
orange box in the narthex.

ORDER CHRISTMAS CARDS THROUGH FISH PANTRY
FISH is also offering beautiful Christmas cards for a
donation of S5 each, which will feed a family of four
for three days. The message inside the card says, “In
the spirit of the season, a donation has been made in
your name to FISH Hospitality Pantries to provide
food for hungry families in Knoxville.”

You can order cards on the
FISH Pantry website
(fishpantries.org) or watch
for the insert in the worship
bulletins. It’s a great way to
share the blessings of
Christmas with your friends
While helping a hungry family at this special time of
year.

END HUNGER

FISH PANTRY DAY - DECEMBER 21ST

If you are interested in volunteering, you will find
sign-up sheets in upcoming bulletins. FISH Pantries is
an interfaith organization founded in 1986 to uncon-
ditionally provide nutritious food to low-income com-
munities, within their communities. One volunteer
said, “If you are a volunteer, you will receive the gift
of watching the eyes of a child light up as he or she
gets a bag of nutritious snacks, complete with a stick-
er on the bag. You will see the eyes of a young moth-
er fill with tears as she realizes she will be able to
feed her family that day. You will see the amazement
on the faces of new guests when they realize there is
nothing they have to prove, no story, no ID, noth-
ing”. Erin has committed to volunteering one Satur-
day each quarter to this much-needed ministry.
Whether you’ve helped in the past or feel called to
help for this first time, we’d love to have you join us.

COMMUNION PITCHER FROM DEBRA POOLE
We want to give a heartfelt Thank You to Erin
Member, Debra Poole, for
donating this beautiful
pottery pitcher to use when
we celebrate Communion
as a church family.




FAMILY MIN. &

WORDPLAYERS

Q\ONEEQ

Pioneer Club
: Wed. December 11
6:30-7:30pm
Family Life Center

™
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This month we will visit ZION National Park.
Established in 1919, Zion is Utah’s First National
Park. The red and white sandstone cliffs of south-
western Utah tower hundreds of feet above the
Virgin River. The heart of Zion park is a secluded
canyon that lies amidst this striking landscape.

This unique land and its diverse wildlife have been
important to Indigenous people and European
American settlers for thousands of years. Mormon
pioneers in the late 1800’s named the area “Zion” -
the Hebrew word for “sanctuary” or “refuge” - and,
truly, it represents a little piece of heaven here on
Earth.

Planet Worship
December 8

Planet Worship will meet only once in December.
Continuing with our theme of What We Believe,
this month our lesson will focus on “Jesus — the
True Son of God.” We will review the Nativity story
and explore the many names of Jesus — Immanuel,
Messiah, Savior, Bread of Life, Good Shepherd. ..

On December 22, The Word Players will present

their original play “Sleepers Awake” during worship.

You won’t want to miss this fresh, but timeless,
telling of the Story that changed the world —the
birth of Jesus Christ.

YOUTH GROUP HOLIDAY FUN
Erin Youth are getting into the
holiday spirit! On November 24th,
the youth had a classic Charlie
Brown Thanksgiving with toast,
popcorn, jelly beans and pretzel
sticks.

On December 1st, they will be wrapping Angel
Tree gifts as we look forward to, and celebrate,
the birth of Jesus Christ.

We wish all of our congregation a Merry Christmas
and the happiest of Thanksgivings!

WORDPLAYERS HOLIDAY PERFORMANCES

Junie B. in Jingle Bells, Batman Smells

Junie B. Jones, a First-Grader,

is super-excited about the upcoming Holiday Sing-
Along and Secret Santa gift exchange at her school.
Too bad Tattletale, May, keeps ruining all of Junie
B’s fun. So, when Junie B. draws May’s name for
Secret Santa, she comes up with the perfect plan
to teach her nemesis a lesson! But will the Christ-
mas spirit of peace and goodwill interfere before
she can give you-know-who what she deserves? A
hilarious and endearing tale based on the best-
selling book series by Barbara Park and written by
Allison Gregory.

Performance Dates:

Clayton Performing Arts Center

Friday, Dec. 13 @ 7:30 pm

Saturday, Dec. 14 @ 2:30 pm

Sunday, Dec. 15 @ 2:30 pm

WordPlayers
Theatre
Company
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R CHRISTMAS JOY
OFFERING

The Christmas Joy
Offering has been

a cherished Presbyterian tradition since the 1930s.
The Offering distributes gifts equally to the Assis-
tance Program of the Board of Pensions and to
Presbyterian-related schools and colleges equipping
communities of color. The Assistance Program
provides critical financial support to church workers
and their families. Presbyterian-related schools and
colleges provide education and leadership develop-
ment while nurturing racial and ethnic heritage. This
has been a Presbyterian commitment for nearly 140
years. We will be receiving the Christmas Joy
offering at our Christmas Eve service, and, of course,
you are welcome to make a contribution before that
time. Thank you for your support of the Christmas
Joy offering. If we all do a little, it adds up to a lot!

FOUNDATIONS SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS

The Foundations Sunday School Class, led by Anne
McKee, has just wrapped up its series called, “Why
Presbyterians Are Like That,” thinking about the
“ingredients” in the Presbyterian way of practicing
Christian faith - ingredients we share with most
other churches, but in different strengths or flavors.
We’'re going to wrap up December with a look at
some of the Presbyterian Confessions in our Book
of Confessions, articulations of the faith that arose
in particular times and places, and which continue
to serve as guides for us today, as we think about
how to follow Christ in our day and time. In January,
we'll transition to a study of Genesis (Foundations,
indeed!), reading through the Biblical text and

also referring to a new interpretation of Genesis,

by the novelist and essayist Marilynne Robinson,

as a guide. If you
don’t have a Sunday
School class, join us!
It’s always good to
be together and
grow in faith.

@@  ADVENT DEVOTIONS
¢ e‘a ® Adventis aseason of endings and
.‘. beginnings. As the calendar year
- comes to a close, a new church

:mgeksu!mrg year begins. In life, as we navigate
seasons filled with endings and beginnings, we
need reminders - words that feel like steady ground
and serve as reminders of the truths of our faith.

Join us this season, in Sunday School and Worship,
as we meditate on these words together and
anticipate the birth of our Savior - the true Alpha
and Omega.

Beginning December 1st, Advent devotions will
be available in the narthex for adults, youth, and
children. Children will find fun activities, as well.
Take home your copies today and make time to
pause and reflect on the true meaning of this
special season.

THANK YOU FOR COMING TO THE FALL

COFFEE CLUB AND CRAFT!

Joy and April had a great time with all of you!
Who knew you could make such a cute pumpkin
with a roll of toilet paper and some fabric? Such
fun! They'd like to hear how you used your
pumpkin to decorate for the season.

Gosh, we eat well at these events, don’t we?
Thank you to Joy for the homemade baklava.

Looking forward to doing it again next year!
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 VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE

DECEMBER 1ST DECEMBER 8TH DECEMBER 15TH DECEMBER 22ND DECEMBER 29TH

COFFEE COFFEE COFFEE COFFEE COFFEE
Mary Nelle Cate Jackie Griffin Pat Wallin David Eggers Diana Brandon
BELL RINGER BELL RINGER BELL RINGER BELL RINGER BELL RINGER
Lucas Barber Eliza Barber Ginger Thompson Craig Strand Addison Strand
GREETER GREETER GREETER GREETER GREETER
Kelli and Tony Pat Wallin Gabby Denny Brooks Eggers Mike Cate
Denny Anna McKay Jim Montgomery Joy Catron David Eggers
GUIDE GUIDE GUIDE GUIDE GUIDE
Eliza Barber Erin McCallum Betty Gibbs Craig Strand John House
READER READER READER READER READER
Anna McKay Rickey McCallum Diana Brandon Neill Murphy David Eggers
USHERS USHERS USHERS USHERS USHERS
Sonja DuBois Robbie and Kelcey Mike Cate Kim Pennington Dave and Sara
Brooks Eggers Levering Mary Nelle Cate Dusty Pennington Leckie
Linda Quinley Dave Leckie Riley Chapman Gary Pennington Jim Montgomery
COUNTERS COUNTERS COUNTERS COUNTERS COUNTERS
Andy Sarles Neill Murphy Craig Strand Neill Murphy John House
Craig Strand John House Joe Jaynes Rickey McCallum Andy Sarles
S |
% o Hoppy Decanber Prolhday
s p s -
Py e wE
| ==~ 7 Reed Sarles 18 Eliza Barber 21 Farrah Linkous
WV%_;,, 14 Lynne Jones 19 David Eggers 22 Cathy Van Ostrand
17 Jenny Boyd 20 April Cyr 30 Sarah McKay
DECEMBER CHURCH CALENDAR
Visit the link below for Ministry Team and Staff Meeting Dates, including information
for all Christmas events mentioned in the newsletter.
https://www.erinpresbyterian.org/calendar/
(copy and paste into your web browser)




Erin Presbyterian Church

Balance Sheet
As of Movember 1, 2024

Mowv 1, 24
ASSETS
Cumrent Assets
Checking/Savings
HF Primary Checking B2G2.71
HF Sawings 42062888
Tetal Checking/Savings 428,821.52
Total Current Assets 428 80150
Fixed Asseis
Building Improvements 46 547 00
Computer Equipment 242087
Furniture and Fixtures a5 690 89
General Equipment 11,822.55
Bccumulated Depreciation -850, 855 45
Total Fixed Assets 8,734 86
TOTAL ASSETS 435 626.55
LIABILITIES & EQUITY
Liabilities
Current Liabilities
Crther Current Liabilities
Payroll Liabilities 220078
Total Cther Current Liabilities 2,200 76
Total Current Liabilities 2,290.78
Total Liabilities 220078
Equity
Designated Funds
Fellowship 10,000.00
Outreach 18,180.53
Total Designated Funds 28.180.53
Retained Earnings 381,596.05
Unrestricted Funds 47 2T78.07
Met Income -3, 71588
Total Equity 43333579

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 4315 626.55




FINANCIALS

Erin Presbyterian Church

o124

Profit & Loss Prev Year Comparison
July 1 through Movember 1, 2024

Crrdinary Income/Expense
Income
Administration Income

Discipleship Income
Fellowship Income
Offerings
Property Income

Total Income

Gross Profit

Expense
Visitor Follow-Up Team
Org Health & Culture Team

Marketing & Communication Team
IT Team

Audio Visual | Sanctuary Tech
Administration Team
Creative Expressions Ministry
Discipleship Team
Fellowship Team
Cutreach Team
Pastoral Ministry
Property Team
Session
Stewardship Team
Worship Team
Total Expense
Net Ordinary Income

Other Income/Expense
Other Income
Restricted Accts Income
Memorial Fund Income
FProperty Fund Income

Total Other Income

COther Expense
Restricted Accts Expense

Total Other Expense
Net Other Income

Het Income

Juld-How 4,24 Juli-MNovi, 22 § Change
BO2.70 73917 3353
B5.00 0.0o 35.00
175.00 29500 -120.00
129, 50700 118,011.20 13.585.10
3,600.00 3,900.00 0.00
134 550,70 12084807 13.813.63
134 550,70 120,846.07 13.613.83
G744 0.oo0 a7.44
0.00 118.32 -118.32
0.00 221.08 -221.08
256180 443012 -1.848.29
10.734.80 G99.00 10,035.80
326534 342283 -137.58
315000 316708 -17.08
1.110.36 40581 TO4.55
57586 58346 -12.80
15,010.00 13.500.00 1.510.00
3201154 4175208 -8,740.54
2926506 2771283 1.563.03
2774 0.00 2774
42 21587 40,B60.70 1.3565.17
261514 137223 1,242.81
142 651.85 138243 83 4.403.02
-A3,082.15 -17,302.76 2.210.61
9. 54507 484154 5,004 53
0.00 500.00 -500.00
0,00 13.00 -13.00
9.846.07 5454 54 4408153
Juld-Nowvi,24  Juli-Nowi, 23 & Change
566078 7.810.54 -2, 24076
5.,660.78 T.810.84 -2,240.76
437628 -2,358.00 6,732 20
-3.71586 -19.638.T6 13.942.50




