
 
 

The Beacon 
Jesus! But we know what conflict, service,  
despair, courage, and new life feel like, and  
we learn to navigate rough waters by  
absorbing his example. 
 

We will again begin the season of Lent with  
a walk-through Ash Wednesday service, 
Wednesday, March 5, where self-guided  
stations will help you reflect on Jesus’ story. 
That experience will be open 5:00 to 8:00pm, 
so just come when it’s convenient.  
 

Then, the next five Wednesdays we will 
have very simple and short Lenten dinners in  
the Fellowship Hall, beginning Wednesday 
March 12 through Wednesday April 9. We’ll  
put out a simple supper at 5:30, eat together, 
and have a time of sharing and reflection that 
will be over in time for Handbell Rehearsal at 
6:30.  If you’re not part of handbells, you can 
stay longer and continue to reflect, visit, or 
help clean up!  
 

These events are part of our ongoing call to 
grow in community with one another, and to 
continue to learn about Jesus, so we can be  
his body in the world. What a joy to share  
this time with you! 
                                                       - Rev. McKee 

The Stories We Live By 
Anne McKee 
 

The banners in the sanctuary have turned green 
again, as we enter a short season of “Ordinary 
Time,” when we read stories of Jesus’ early  
ministry, as he finds his legs, gathers disciples, 
and preaches and teaches in Galilee. It’s like a 
crash course in what he was up to, before we  
fast-forward to the end of his life, and in Lent 
consider the consequences of his faithfulness,  
his death, and ultimately, his resurrection. In 
the summer, we’ll go back to “ordinary time,” 
diving deeper into what it means to follow 
Jesus and to pattern our lives by his example. 
 

In Lent this year, we’ll pay attention to the last 
chapters of Jesus’ life and the choices he made 
that led him to the cross. It’s often a story that 
moves by quickly in the short span between  
Palm Sunday and Easter. We’ll consider how  
his choices and experiences find their echoes 
 in our lives – he risks a rift in his friend-group  
by standing up for his core beliefs; he chooses  
service over power; he wonders how to carry  
on; he finds courage when others desert him;  
ultimately, he rises to new life, when all seemed 
lost. Our experiences aren’t exactly those of  
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PASTOR NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT 
Erin’s pastor nominating committee has been 
working hard the past three months!  
 

In November, Session approved the ministry  
discernment profile, which includes facts about  
the church, its mission and vision, and answers  
to questions on the skills, experience, gifts, and  
preferences it seeks in a new pastor. The profile 
was then approved by our Presbytery’s Committee 
on Ministry at their December 10 meeting and was 
entered that same day in the Church Leadership 
Connection, the online program that matches  
pastoral candidates with churches seeking to fill 
a position. The first group of 25 matches appeared 
in our working folder within a few hours. Since the 
beginning of January we have met weekly to discuss 
our individual rankings of the candidates and to 
choose those we want to invite to apply. So far  
we have reviewed nearly 70 submissions, including 
candidates who have contacted us directly through 
the Erin website.  
 

Once a candidate formally applies, we get more  
detailed information such as links to sermon videos 
and a statement of faith. PNC members then view 
sermons and review all of the material available for 
each candidate. If we decide to take the next step, 
we set up a short Zoom meeting to get to know the 
candidate. After that we can choose to set up formal 
interviews, also via Zoom. Once the PNC focuses on 
a candidate, we will invite him or her to visit Erin 
Church and talk with us in person. These visits will, 
of course, be confidential. 
 

During this time of discernment, PNC members  
cannot talk about potential candidates or discuss 
where we are in the process.  
 

Candidates understandably don’t want members of 
their current church to know they’re considering 
a change, and a candidate may withdraw from  
consideration at any point in the process, for good 
reasons.  
 

 

 Our goal is to complete our discernment process 
this spring and bring a new pastor to Erin sometime 
this summer. We believe we’re on track, though we 
also understand that God is in charge of the timeline. 
We appreciate your prayers as we move through 
these steps to identify the person God has chosen to 
lead us. 
 

GIFTS OF CHILDREN SERVICE -  FEBRUARY 23 
The Gifts of Children Service is approaching on  
February 23rd! Youth have picked the theme: “Sing a 
New Song of Tomorrow”.  “Tomorrow” encompasses 
our wants and desires for our own personal futures 
and for the future of the world - all while living out 
God’s plan for us. We are excited to lead the service 
along with our younger members, and share our 
thoughts and talents with the congregation.   
 

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING 
Sunday, February 9th is Super Bowl Sunday, but  
also - Souper Bowl of Caring Sunday!  
 

Souper Bowl of Caring is an organization led by  
Tackle Hunger, where donations are collected for 
those in need of food resources leading up to the 
Super Bowl.  
 

Erin Youth will be outside in the Narthex after the 
service on February 9th, collecting money for The 
FISH Pantry, a local non-profit dedicated to feeding 
families in the Knoxville community. If you do not 
have cash and wish to write a check, you can make a 
check out to Erin Presbyterian Church, and write 
“Souper Bowl of Caring” on the memo line.  

That’s “Souper” spelled S-O-U-P-E-R.   
 

We hope to see you Sunday, February 9th for our  
annual Souper Bowl of Caring Sunday!   
 

PANCAKE DINNER 
Erin Youth will also be hosting a Pancake dinner  
to raise funds for this year’s youth trips on Sunday, 
March 2nd at 5:30! Youth will be selling tickets and 
preparing the meal. More details to come! 
 
 

PNC & YOUTH NEWS 



 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  
& OUTREACH 

FOUNDATIONS SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS 
The Foundations Sunday School Class, led by Anne 
McKee, has taken a longer tour of the  Presbyterian 
Confessions in our Book of Confessions than we had 
planned on! One member suggested that we get credit 
for a theology class, which could sound dry, but in fact, 
has been a wonderful opportunity to think about how 
the good news of Jesus, the same yesterday, today,  
and tomorrow, in fact gets translated across time and 
location.  
 

The church has articulated its understanding of the 
faith in times of cultural crisis, as well as in times of 
new starts, always asking what the gospel says to us 
now and what are we, the church, called to do in  
response to the good news in this time and place. 
We have read the ancient creeds - Nicene and Apostles, 
a group of confessions written around the Reformation, 
the Westminster Confession (parts of them, anyway!), 
as well as the confessions of Barmen and Belhar, which 
were written to guide the church and to speak to the 
culture, during Nazi Germany and during the struggle 
against apartheid in South Africa. 
 

We have moved on to modern North American  
confessions, taking a more leisurely look at the  
Confession of 1967. We will read the parallel  
Declaration of Faith, written in 1972, and the  
Brief Statement of Faith, written in 1985. It’   
been an interesting and informative discussion,  
and you are invited to join us! 
 

Anne keeps promising that we will move on to Bible 
Study! She still has Genesis in mind, though a member 
of the group has suggested Romans. We’ll see where 
we land. No matter where, we will be sure to have  
lively discussion, faithful questioning, and will hope  
to encourage one another to grow in faith. 
 

INTERNATIONAL MISSION PARTNERS UPDATE 
In the last month or so the Outreach team has heard 
from the international mission partners we support and 
we want to let you know what’s happening.  
 
 

New Hope for Guatemala 

 
 

You may remember that Andrew Loveall, founder  
of New Hope for Guatemala, passed away on Oct.30. 
Andrew visited Erin Church in August 2023 and many 
of you heard him talk about his work to educate poor 
and indigenous children in Guatemala. Rob Kerby, 
head of outreach for the ministry and a lifelong friend 
of Andrew’s, emailed to say that Andrew’s youngest 
son Robert has committed to continue the work. Rob 
writes,  

“…although he is a junior in college in Oklahoma,  
he has stepped up and is keeping the mission going. 
He's able to do it since he grew up in the mission, 
raised amid the daily operations of responding to 
emergencies, keeping young graduates supported  
by scholarships in trade schools and college, and 
keeping the doors open at the various schools the 
mission started.  
As you probably know, Andrew's "business plan" 
was to go into impoverished areas of Guatemala 
where schools only went up to sixth grade. He would 
enlist the help of local leaders, get them to come up 
with a facility, such as an unused storefront, then 
start a high school and support it through contribu-
tions from people such as yourself. He would quickly 
get the school accredited by the national Ministry of 
Education and then over five or six years would grad-
ually turn the responsibility of supporting the school 
financially over to the government. It worked since 
the Ministry of Education didn't have the start-up 
costs, but was able to step in and take over a thriving, 



high-quality school and politically take credit for its  
success.  
 

When Andrew died, most of our schools were well  
along this path. Only two, the schools in Chuchuca  
and El Tesoro, still are heavily dependent on outside 
help. So, Robert, who we have elected to the board,  
has recommended that we stay the course, keeping 
both schools going until the hand-off to the Ministry  
of Education is complete. Robert is also committed to 
continuing to pay the scholarships of top students  
we've been able to encourage to enroll in higher  
education.” 
 

“Robert has been able to work with Andrew's right- 
hand man, Josue, to ensure on-site supervision. The 
plan is that he will continue to do so, staying in daily 
contact with Josue. The plan is for Robert and the  
board to work with Josue and with the administrators  
at Chuchuca and El Tesoro to follow Andrew's game 
plan and get the schools self-sustaining.  
 

We don't anticipate taking on any new scholarship  
students or trying to start any new schools, at least not 
until Robert has graduated from college. We will be able 
to keep Andrew's dream alive, particularly in taking the 
schools at Chuchuca and El Tesoro to full sustainability.” 
 

Please pray for Robert Loveall, Josue, and the board  
of directors during this critical time of transition.  
 

Dan and Elizabeth Turk, Madagascar 
 

The Turks wrote  
to thank us for  
supporting their  
ministries with the 
Church of Jesus Christ 
in Madagascar (FJKM), 
and to say that our 
prayers and support 
have made a big  
difference in the life  
of the FJKM and the 
lives of many people 
in Madagascar. Many 

 

OUTREACH 

of you heard from Dan Turk when he visited 
Erin Church in November 2023. They report,  
“The past few months have been busy as we 
continue our exciting and challenging work 
with the FJKM. Both of us have been teaching 
at FJKM’s seminaries since the new school  
year started in October. Elizabeth and her  
colleagues in the FJKM HIV/AIDS and Epidemics 
Committee have been addressing the rapidly 
rising rate of HIV and low childhood vaccination 
rates. Unfortunately, polio, measles, and  
neonatal tetanus outbreaks are increasing.  
The Committee has been doing a lot of free 
health screenings and education sessions.  
Elizabeth has also been working with the  
FJKM in its special teacher training program  
to get trained teachers for remote regions  
of Madagascar as well as helping FJKM schools 
get access to water in the far south. “Dan and 
his colleagues in the Fruits, Vegetables, and 
Environmental Education Program have been 
providing training on growing fruit trees and 
getting ready for the tree planting season when 
the rains come. (The rains should have come in 
December but have been delayed this year). 
Dan is looking forward to teaching a course in 
Arboriculture at the FJKM university at 
Moramanga; getting lots of native trees and 
fruit trees planted at churches, schools, and 
communities; and continuing FJKM’s  
collaboration with Missouri Botanical Garden 
to help protect some of Madagascar’s amazing 
biodiversity by helping people grow fruit trees 
in the vicinity of protected areas. 
 

The Outreach team encourages all of Erin’s 
members to keep these dedicated mission 
partners in our prayers as they continue their 
important work in answer to God’s call, sharing 
God’s love and hope with people across the 
world in concrete ways.   
 

Please also be in prayer for Pastor Mamisoa 
Rakatomalala, whom we support as she works 



toward her Doctor of Ministry degree so she can 
better serve in her native Madagascar. Her father 
passed away and she was able to go home for a  
few weeks, but is now back at seminary in Oakland, 
California for the new semester.  
 

JUSTICE KNOX: WHY SAY YES! 
You will soon receive an invitation.  It will likely be 
extended by someone at church or in your Sunday 
School class.  They may be bold, or casual, or even 
sheepish.  After all, they will ask you to give up a 
couple hours of your time for an evening event.  
They know it’s a sacrifice - especially on an April 
evening when there is more daylight.  You could be 
doing something else, or not want to get cleaned up, 
or just not interested.  They know that.   
 

But here is why you should say “yes.”   
This person will invite you to the Nehemiah Action 
Assembly at the City Auditorium on Tuesday, April 
8th.  It’s a big deal - and here’s why:  
At this assembly, Justice Knox teams will ask city  
and county power-holders to commit to some of the 
biggest problems in our community.  In particular, 
we will ask these elected officials to remove barriers 
to more affordable housing and to support home-
owners who are so cost-burdened that they face 
eviction daily.  We will ask them to commit to 
providing low-barrier shelters for those living (and 
dying) on the streets, in their cars, in warming  
centers and shelters.  We will ask them - again - to 
extend public transportation for those who cannot 
afford to purchase/maintain a car and yet must 
work, get to school, buy food, or get medical care.  
 

In other words, we will ask them to use their power 
and resources to have mercy on the poor. That was 
the mission of Nehemiah when he called for an  
assembly to protect his people from oppression and 
exploitation. Our goal this year is 1500 people.   
 

Why such a large crowd?  Why must you attend?  
The simple answer is that people/voters mean  
power. The more people we bring, the more  
influence we have.  Each adult and child  occupying  

 

JUSTICE KNOX & FISH 

an auditorium seat casts a VOTE for humane use of 
tax dollars.  The sound of 1500 people applauding is  
a huge affirmation; likewise, the pin-drop silence of 
such a crowd speaks volumes. 
 

Yes, homelessness is a complex issue, but - at its  
core - there must be safe, appropriate homes for  
the 2000 individuals who now spend their nights in 
shelters or on the streets.  Yes, somebody needs to 
do something!  That somebody could be you. 
 

Please say “yes” to the invitation! 
 

                                    -  Your Erin Justice Knox Team 
 

DO YOU ENJOY BAKING OR COOKING? 
Next month, we’ll come together again for Lent  
Dinners, from March 12 - April 9, on Wednesdays at 
5:30pm. Our Lent Dinners will be simple, delicious 
meals with a dessert, before we move into our time  
of discussion. 
 

If you enjoy cooking or baking and would like to  
contribute to these meals, please email April at  
admin@erinpresbyterian.org by March 5th to sign 
up to bring a dessert or main dish - like chili or some 
sandwiches - one of those evenings. We expect about 
25-30 people to attend each Wednesday.   
 

THANK YOU FOR SERVING AT FISH PANTRY! 



Pioneer Club  
Wed. February 12  

6:30-7:30 pm 
Family Life Center 

This month we will visit GREAT SMOKY MOUNTAINS 
National Park. Established in 1934, our Tennessee-
North Carolina park is the most visited national park 
in America!  It is world renowned for its diversity of 
plant and animal life, the beauty of its ancient 
mountains, and the unique Southern Appalachian 
mountain culture. 
 

The park is located entirely within the Tennessee 
Valley, the watershed of the Tennessee River, and 
contains an estimated 2,900 miles (4,700 km) of 
streams. 

PLANET WORSHIP 
FEBRUARY 9 

FAMILY MINISTRY 

Planet Worship will meet only once in February.  
Continuing with our theme of What We Believe, 
this month our lesson will focus on How to Pray:  
Prayers for Health and Healing. 
 

There will be no Planet Worship on February 23rd, 
as this is our annual Gifts of Children and Youth  
worship service at 11 am.  This is a very special  
service planned and led by the youth and children  
of Erin Church:  the worship message will be “Sing  
a New Song of Tomorrow”. 

During Advent, children in our Elementary 
 Sunday School Class colored quilt squares as 
part of their weekly “Words for the Beginning” 
lessons.  Each quilt square has a special mean-
ing and significance relating to the day’s bible 
lesson.  The children’s colorful artwork creates 
a beautiful quilt symbolizing the themes of  
Advent: Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love. 
 
PRESBYTERY DISASTER ASSITANCE 
The PCUSA is still trying to help the victims  
of the California Wildfires. You can follow 
the link below to donate or read more about 
the six different areas where they’ve been 
providing much needed aid. 
 

Thank you for all the ways you helped with 
Hurricane Helene. 
 

https://pcusa.org/about-pcusa/agencies-
entities/interim-unified-agency/ministry-areas/
disaster-assistance 



FEBRUARY VOLUNTEERS 

 

 
2  Stephanie Tanksley 

2  Ginger Thompson 

6  Neill Murphy 

13 Nathan Barber 

13 Dan Gibbs 

20 Anna McKay 

27 Mike Cate 

28 Robbie Levering 

28 Harter Crisp 

OUR CHURCH CALENDAR 
 

Visit the link below for events mentioned 
in the newsletter, as well as ministry 

team meetings. 
 

https://www.erinpresbyterian.org/calendar/ 
 

(copy and paste into your web browser) 

7  Lisa Osborne 

12 Rose Armsworth 

13 Kathy Boyd 

Happy February Birthday! 

WINTER WEATHER POLICY 
 

If we experience inclement weather, please 
check your email for a message from the church. 

We will let you know if the Worship Service is 
cancelled or the office is closed.  

FEBRUARY 2ND FEBRUARY 9TH FEBRUARY 16TH GIFTS OF CHILDREN 

COFFEE COFFEE COFFEE COFFEE 

Mary Nelle Cate Jackie Griffin Pat Wallin David Eggers 

BELL RINGER BELL RINGER BELL RINGER BELL RINGER 

Craig Strand Addison Strand Will McCallum Lucy Cate 

GREETER GREETER GREETER GREETER 

Kelli and Tony  Gary and Kay Jim Montgomery Youth   

Denny Pennington Joy Catron  Greeters 

GUIDE GUIDE GUIDE GUIDE 

Diana Brandon Eliza Barber John House  Youth 

READER READER READER READER 

Betty Gibbs Neill Murphy David Eggers  Youth 

USHERS USHERS USHERS USHERS 

David Leckie Linda Quinley Randy Sarles Youth   

Riley Chapman Rickey and Erin David and Brooks Ushers 

Mike Cate McCallum Eggers   

COUNTERS COUNTERS COUNTERS COUNTERS 

Craig Strand Rickey McCallum John House Craig Strand 

Joe Jaynes Neill Murphy Andy Sarles David Eggers 



 
 
 
 

FINANCIALS 


