THE BEACON

Lent’s Travel Log

Dear Friends,

| enjoy listening to stories about other people’s travels.
I have a lot of friends who travel more widely and more
often than we do, so immersing myself in their tales of
months’ long cruises to Japan, bicycle tours of Italy, or
explorations of the Galapagos helps me feel a little bit
like I’'ve been there, but without the logistical challeng-
es or expense! | don't watch travel documentaries on
TV yet, but | can imagine that's in my future.

This year in Lent, we are imagining ourselves on the
road with Jesus, through his last days. The gospel of
Luke, especially shapes the narrative of the last chapter
of Jesus’ life, through a travelogue - leaving Galilee and
traveling to Jerusalem, where, as we know, Jesus would
be arrested, killed, and then rise to new life. This wasn't
a tourist jaunt, and we don’t learn much about the
scenery on the way, but we do see what he says and
does along the way; we meet people who join him at
each new leg of the journey, and those who fall away,
once they realize what this trip might cost them.

Our Ash Wednesday service will be a self-guided
experience on Wednesday March 5 (Lent and Easter are
late this year!). You can stop by any time from 5-8 pm,
and spend about a half hour or so reflecting on Jesus’
journey to the cross, and your own journey of faith.
There will be the opportunity to receive Ashes at the
end. The sign of ashes, which many of us know from
Catholic, Episcopal, or Lutheran traditions, is a physical

reminder of our humanity - something we always
are confronted with when we travel - and we wish
we could go farther, faster, but we find ourselves
tired, or lost, or just craving the comforts of home.
Ashes at the start of Lent reminds us that we don’t
have to pretend to be younger, stronger, or wiser
than we are. We are mortal, with finite lives, and
yet loved by the infinite God.

Then, on the next five Wednesdays, March 12-April 9,
all are invited to gather 5:30-6:30 in the Fellowship
Hall, for a simple supper and table conversation,
reflecting on passages from Luke set in Jesus’ last
week with his disciples. We will reflect on how his
service and suffering can be a source of strength in
our struggles, and | hope we will take the chance to
grow closer to one another and to him.

Keeping with the travel theme, | will be away

March 6-18, attending a retreat called “Poetry, Spirit,
and survival,” led by a poet | much admire, Padraig
O’Tuama, on the island of lona, in Scotland. I’ve never
been to lona before, and | hear that March doesn’t
promise the best weather to go, but | feel sure that
Mark and | will enjoy the beautiful words of the
poetry and will come back refreshed. I will look
forward to sharing my travel tales with you then!

-Rev. Anne McKee
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CONNECTIONS

PUB THEOLOGY GROUP

Do you have questions about faith or just want to
discuss life and make deeper friendships at Erin?
Do you identify either as a Gen-X or Millennial, or
at least consider yourself part of the “younger”
set of Erin’s membership? Starting March 6, 6:00
-7:00 and on the First Thursday of the months
after that, Erin will host a Pub Theology group at
Abridged, right at the bottom of our parking lot,
where young-ish adults can gather for food,
drinks, and conversation. Nathan Barber is taking
the lead on topics for discussion and is completely
open to suggestions from the group. And Jesse,
the owner of Abridged, has promised to save us a
table and has offered a 20% discount for members
of the group. Erin will also provide childcare
during the meeting in the Family Life Center. It’s
easy to drop the kids off on your way to Abridged.
For more info, please be in touch with Nathan at
nathan.barber213@gmail.com ; for questions
about childcare, contact April at the office:
admin@erinpresbyterian.org.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

Sunday March 23

The Session has called a congregational meeting

at the end of worship on Sunday March 23 for two
purposes: to elect the 2025 Nominating Committee
and to approve changes to the Bylaws of Erin
Presbyterian Church. The Nominating Committee

is made up of two members of Session and three
at-large members of the congregation. Their main
task is to select the next class of elders, who will
serve on

Session beginning this July, through June of 2028.
Members of the nominating committee should

know other folks in the congregation and be willing
to work together to help find leaders who will help
our new minister be oriented to Erin, and to lead the
congregation in the next three years. This is a short,
but important job, so please consider volunteering
to serve or whom you might nominate!

The Bylaws haven’t been formally revised since 2002.

There was a proposed revision in 2019, but we can’t
find any record that those changes were ever voted
on, so this is a piece of “housekeeping” that we need
to get around to. The changes aren’t major — mainly
updating numbers of how many people are on ses-
sion, references to our current mission statement,
and references in the Book of Order. You can find two
versions - the colorful one that tracks all the changes,
and the proposed final version - at the two QR Codes
here:

Colorful
Version

Proposed
Final

FOUNDATIONS SUNDAY SCHOOL

On March 16th, Rev. Jessica Lewis, from Maryville
College, will be giving the morning’s sermon. Before
that, she’ll be joining Foundations Sunday School to
share about the college’s campus ministry and their
Ministry with Young Adults.

LENT DINNERS

We come together for Lent Dinners from March 12-
April 9, on Wednesdays at 5:30pm. Our Lent Dinners
will be simple, delicious meals with a dessert, before
we move into our time of discussion. Be sure to sign
up in the bulletin each week so we have a good
estimate.

LENT DINNER COOKS

If you enjoy cooking or baking, and would like to
contribute to these meals, please email April at
admin@erinpresbyterian.org to let us know if you’d
like to make the meal for one of those Wednesdays.
We're thinking something like chili or some sandwiches,
dinner salad with chicken. We like to plan for about 25-
30 people each Wednesday.

BABY SHOWER

It’s a Girl! Join us for a baby “sprinkle” for Amanda
Murphy on April 6th, just after the worship service.
We’ll meet in the Fellowship Hall to celebrate our

new Erin addition and have some refreshment.
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OUTREACH & JUSTICE KNOX

FISH PANTRY SERVICE DAY!

Save the date! Our next FISH Pantry Service Day

is Saturday, March 22 from 9am to 1pm. Sign up

in the bulletin (or call the office) so we can send
FISH the size of our group for that day. This is a
rewarding opportunity to lend a hand distributing
food to people in Knoxville who need help. Erin has
committed to volunteer one Saturday each quarter
to this much-needed ministry. Whether you’ve
helped out in the past or want to come along for
the first time, we’d love to have you join us.

SEED DONATIONS THROUGHOUT MARCH

We are collecting seeds for The Morgan Scott
Project, which is a non-profit, serving the needs
of the elderly, disabled, and unemployed in Scott
and Morgan Counties in Tennessee. In the name
of Jesus Christ, the Morgan Scott Project develops
activities, provides training, offers assistance, and
gives support to help break the cycle of poverty,
and enable people to help themselves. When
necessary, temporary emergency aid is provided
as a means of opening doors and finding the base
causes of need for those we help. Our congregation
is collecting vegetable seeds for the Good Earth
Program, which provides vegetable seeds, plants,
and fertilizer to more than 350 families each year
so they can grow their own food. They also have a
garden that they share with needy families during
harvest. We will have a basket in the narthex for
collection of seed packets each Sunday during
March.

NEHEMIAH ACTION ASSEMBLY

Will you come to the Nehemiah Action Assembly on
April 8th? Justice Knox is a coalition of more than
two dozen faith communities including Christian,
Jewish, Muslim, and Universalist. Erin Presbyterian
joined this coalition four years ago and now has 26
active team members.

Though partner congregations worship differently,
they agree that God calls us to love our neighbors
and wants to use us to bring about peace and justice

in our community. Justice may include giving
students who have had disciplinary referrals a

path for correcting their behavior and restoring
their standing. It may mean reducing fear of gun
violence by introducing pro-active measures in the
neighborhoods most impacted, and training police
officers in de-escalation strategies and crisis resolu-
tion. Justice looks like public transportation for
those who cannot afford a car, or emergency rental
assistance for families at risk of eviction. In our
current high rent/low availability market, justice
means providing appropriate affordable housing
options for those who are living on the streets.

We do not bring about these changes by confronting
or protesting. We do it through careful, exhaustive
research, long conversations with community stake-
holders and leaders, engagement with outside
consultants, and the humble awareness that God can
accomplish far more than we can ever do on our
own.

For Justice Knox, the culminating event of each year
is the annual spring Nehemiah Action Assembly, the
largest public meeting in Knox County. Last year the
event attracted 1,140 people. This year, our goal is
1,500.

Why so big? Because when over 1,000 people
quietly gather to support Justice Knox, they tell
their elected officials that their neighbors matter;
regardless of who those neighbors are. When a
large assembly of people ask their officials to
support a particular action, policy, or change,
they take notice!

PUT YOUR FAITHINTO ACTION
APRIL8-7PM
KNOXVILLE CIVIC AUDITORIUM

DOORS OPEN AT 6:30



FAMILY MINISTRY & PW

Pioneer Club
Wednesday, March 12
6:30-7:30
Family Life Center
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This month we will visit EVERGLADES National Park
in Florida. Established in 1934 and dedicated in 1947,
the park is the largest tropical wilderness in the
United States.

Most national parks preserve unique geographic
features: Everglades National Park was the first
created to protect a fragile ecosystem. The park
is the most significant breeding ground for tropical
wading birds in North America and contains the
largest mangrove ecosystem in the Western Hemi-
sphere. Thirty-six threatened or protected species
inhabit the park, including the Florida panther, the
American crocodile, and the manatee.

Planet Worship
March 9 and 23

This month in Planet Worship, our lessons will be
on the Season of Lent.

Lent is a time of fasting, prayer, and self-reflection
that we do in preparation for the celebration of
Jesus’ resurrection at Easter. It is a period of 40
days - like the flood of Genesis, Moses’ time at
Mount Sinai, Jonah’s call to Ninevah to repent, and
the temptation of Jesus in the wilderness.

The Sundays in Lent are not counted in this season
between Ash Wednesday and Easter, as every Lord’s
Day is a celebration of the resurrection of Jesus
Christ!

THE ERIN YOUTH THANK YOU!

The Erin Youth would like to thank our whole
congregation for their support this past month!
After our Souper Bowl of Caring fundraiser, you
raised over $600 for FISH Hospitality Pantry!
According to FISH Pantry, this donation will end up

feeding roughly 120 families of 4 for up to 3 days!
We thank you so much for your generosity and
support for FISH Pantries and the Knoxville
Community!

We would also like to thank you for allowing us to
share our talents and thoughts with you on Gifts of
Children Sunday! Not every church has a service
fully provided by the youth and children, but we
are so blessed and grateful to be able to have this
opportunity at Erin.

Our Pancake Dinner to raise funds for youth trips is
this month and we cannot wait to see you there for
a delicious early- Mardi Gras celebration on Sunday
March 2nd at 5:30!

6-Week Women's
Lent Study
Begins March 13"
Thursdays at 10am
Family Life Center
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This Bible study for Lent explores the extraordinary
attributes of our Savior, Servant and Friend - Jesus.

Each lesson will highlight how Jesus is our:

Forgiver, Healer, Listener
Encourager, Protector, Comforter

Lent is a time when all of these attributes of Jesus
come together in beautiful fashion in his suffering,
death, and resurrection. Each week, we’ll begin
our session with a time for fellowship, coffee and
treats. Then, through in-depth scripture readings
and discussion, we will hope to come to know Jesus
better. Each session will end with a responsive
reading and hymn sing. Please bring your bibles

so that we can explore God’s Word together.

Contact Joy Bornhoeft, in the church office, for
more information and to sign up for this study.



FINANCIALS

Balance Sheet
As of February 19, 2025

Feb 19, 25
ASSETS
Current Assets
Checking/Savings
HF Primary Checking 5,076.57
HF Savings 487 723.77
Total Checking/Savings 492 800.34
Total Current Assets 492 800.34
Fixed Assets
Building Improvements 46,547.00
Computer Equipment 3,229.97
Furniture and Fixtures 35,690.89
General Equipment 11,922.55
Accumulated Depreciation -93.055.45
Total Fixed Assets 4,343 .96
TOTAL ASSETS 497 ,144.30
LIAEILITIES & EQUITY
Liabilities
Current Liabilities
Other Current Liabilities
Payroll Liabilities 683.34
Total Other Current Liabilities 683.34
Total Current Liabilities 683.34
Total Liabilities 683.34
Equity
Memorial Fund Expense -1,985.45
Memorial Fund Income 9,145.00
Designated Funds
Fellowship 10,000.00
Outreach 18,180.63
Total Designated Funds 28,180.53
Retained Earnings 356,276.50
Unrestricted Funds 47 27507
MNet Income 57.569.31
Total Equity 496 460.96
TOTAL LIAEILITIES & EQUITY 497 ,144.30




FINANCIALS

02/19/25 Profit & Loss Prev Year Comparison
July 1, 2024 through February 19, 2025

Ordinary Income/Expense
Income
Administration Income

Creative Expression Income
Discipleship Income
Fellowship Income
Offerings
Property Income
Total Income
Gross Profit

Expense
Visitor Follow-Up Team
Org Health & Culture Team

Marketing & Communication Team
IT Team

Audio Visual / Sanctuary Tech
Administration Team

Creative Expressions Ministry
Discipleship Team

Fellowship Team

Outreach Team

Pastoral Ministry

Payroll Expenzes
Property Team

Session
Stewardship Team
Worship Team
Total Expense
Net Ordinary Income

Other Income/Expense
Other Income
Restricted Accts Incomea
Property Fund Income

Total Other Income

Other Expense
Restricted Accts Expense
Depreciation Expense

Total Other Expense
Net Other Income

MNet Income

Jul1,'24 -Feb 19,25  Jul 1, "23 - Feb 19, 24 § Change
1,456.15 1,339.22 116.93
0.00 80.00 -80.00
741.05 0.00 741.05
710.00 B70.00 -160.00
267.567.20 227,740.67 39,826.53
7.,800.00 7,650.00 150.00
278,274 .40 237,679.89 40,594.51
278,274 .40 237,679.89 40,594.51
B67.44 0.00 67.44
75.00 291.32 216.32
119.40 460.48 -341.08
3,485 67 7.279.01 -3,793.34
10,734.80 £99.00 10,035.80
6.210.40 B,737.27 -526.87
B.463.93 7.217.09 1,246.54
1,296.72 593.87 702.85
1,452.70 4,527.79 -3,075.09
31,327.75 27.575.00 3,752.75
65.218.35 71.264.20 -6,045.85
25.00 0.00 25.00
55,288.18 47,073.10 B,215.08
12265 0.00 122,65
B1.781.74 77.399.85 4381.79
3,224.04 1,807.49 1,416.55
268,893.77 25292557 15,968.20
9,380.63 -15,245. 68 24 626.31
62.005.07 23,305.54 38,600.53
589.00 1,411.00 -822.00
62,594.07 24,716.54 37.877.53
11,205.39 25,347.07 -14,141.68
3,200.00 3,200.00 0.00
14,405.39 28.547.07 -14,141.68
48,188,658 -3,830.53 52,018.21
57,569.31 -19,076.21 76,645.52




MARCH

VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE

MARCH 2ND MARCH 9TH MARCH 16TH MARCH 23RD MARCH 30TH
COFFEE COFFEE COFFEE COFFEE COFFEE
Mary Nelle Cate Jackie Griffin Pat Wallin David Eggers Diana Brandon
BELL RINGER BELL RINGER BELL RINGER BELL RINGER BELL RINGER
Lucas Barber Eliza Barber Craig Strand Addison Strand Will McCallum
GREETER GREETER GREETER GREETER GREETER

Pat Wallin Brooks Eggers Tony and Kelli Robbie and Kelcey Riley Chapman
Kim Pennington Kay Pennington Denny Levering Joy Catron
GUIDE GUIDE GUIDE GUIDE GUIDE
Craig Strand Anna McKay Betty Gibbs Diana Brandon Erin McCallum
READER READER READER READER READER
Sara Leckie Stacie Armsworth Neill Murphy Randy Sarles Rickey McCallum
USHERS USHERS USHERS USHERS USHERS
Dusty Pennington Jim Montgomery Gabby Denny Robbie Levering Brooks Eggers
Erin McCallum David Leckie Susan Miller Susan Miller Linda Quinley
Randy Sarles Riley Chapman Mike Cate Gary Pennington Jim Montgomery
COUNTERS COUNTERS COUNTERS COUNTERS COUNTERS
Neill Murphy Andy Sarles Neill Murphy Andy Sarles Craig Strand
Rickey McCallum Joe Jaynes David Eggers Joe Jaynes David Eggers

MARCH BIRTHDAYS

1 Kim Jaynes

4 Anne McKee

10 Randy Sarles 14 Kenleigh Pennington

11 Ripley Linkous 25 Cynthia House

14 Mike Massengill 26 Happy Hilty

9 Mary Franz

MARCH CHURCH CALENDAR

Visit the link below for Ministry Team and Staff Meeting Dates, including information
for all Christmas events mentioned in the newsletter.

https://www.erinpresbyterian.org/calendar/ (copy and paste into your web browser)
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