
Dear Friends, 
At Session last week, an elder remarked how  
meaningful he finds the Maundy Thursday service, 
and then he wondered how to convey its meaning, 
so that more people might participate. There  
wasn’t any sense of shaming in his voice – a desire 
to berate folks who don’t come. Rather, he finds  
Easter so much more meaningful when he also 
stops and contemplates all that Christ went 
through on the cross, how powerful and real his 
sacrifice was, how strong his love in the face of 
evil.  As we continue our journey through Lent, I  
especially appreciate this spontaneous expression 
of what makes this old story meaningful, and how 
we can go through its familiar rhythms and still  
experience its message as a new gift.  
 

I’ve been reading the devotionals written by  
Eugenia Gamble, which we put on the table in  
the narthex and send out via email. The theme is 
“Making Space for Grace,” but each day is entitled, 
“Letting Go of...” She believes that if we are to 
make space for God’s grace in our lives, we need  
to let go of “that which damages us, harms others 
or thwarts our growth.” In other words, we need 
to be radically honest about what hampers God’s 
grace from shining in and through us. The  
devotions have taken me by surprise. Today’s was 
on letting go of anger. Gamble talks about how  
anger often is the external sign of an old hurt, so 
she urges readers to consider, when they flare in 

anger, what that old injury might be, and to ask 
whether anger is the best way to treat that wound. 
She encourages readers to pray for the ability to 
release hostility and to seek the true healing that  
is needed. Other days this week, we’ll consider 
letting go of “lies that make us feel better, but are 
still lies,” letting go of manipulating others, idols, 
jealousy, and bitterness. Just the titles remind me 
of how much we have to let go of, to make space 
for grace to grow.  
 

What are you doing during Lent, to grow closer  
to Christ? I do invite you to participate in Erin’s  
services. We continue with our Wednesday Lent  
suppers, 5:30-6:30, through Wednesday April 9.  
 

Our Maundy Thursday service, when we read the 
passion narrative and share communion, will be 
Thursday, April 17 at 6:30. We will share a joint 
Good Friday service at Second Presbyterian, 2829 
Kingston Pike, at noon on Friday, April 18. Then on 
Easter, April 20, we will share the Brandon Break-
fast, an egg hunt, and worship, to celebrate Christ’s, 
and our, new life.  
 

Erin, as a congregation, is a space for grace, where 
God’s love is evident through your programs, care 
for each other,  faithful action in the world, and  
dedication to grow in love for Christ through  
scripture, prayer, and worship.  
 

These are the things to hold onto. Everything  
else we can let fall away.  

                                                - Rev. Anne McKee 
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PALM SUNDAY AND HOLY WEEK SERVICES  
 

April 13th Palm Sunday  

April 17th Maundy Thursday Service  6:30pm  

April 18th  Good Friday Service  12pm  

at Second Presbyterian Church 
 

Easter Sunday 
Brandon Breakfast  9:30am 
Egg Hunt  10:15am 
Easter Celebration Service 11am  
 

BRANDON BREAKFAST 
Join us at the annual Brandon Breakfast at 9:30am 
on Easter morning! Our traditional breakfast began 
78 years ago when the Brandon Family prepared a 
hearty breakfast in celebration of our Risen Savior. 
Now, Diana Brandon and the Fellowship Team come 
together to share this special breakfast with their 
Erin Family. So please join us for food, fun and  
worship! Signups for the Brandon Breakfast are in 
the bulletin. 
 

EASTER LILIES 
Easter Lilies provide a nice way to remember or  
honor someone special in our lives. You take home 
your Lily after the service on Easter morning. 
 

The price of the lilies remains the same, at $15. Fill 
out the slip in the Sunday bulletin and make your 
check out to “Erin Church”. In the notes section, 
please be sure to add “Easter Lily”. Or email April  
at admin@erinpresbyterian.org, letting her know 
your order, and bring a check the following Sunday. 
 

BRIDGE REFUGEE SERVICES 
Refugees arriving in Knoxville depend 
on Bridge Refugee Services to cover 
basic living expenses until they  
become self-sufficient. However, when  
the Refugee Admissions Program was suspended  
in January, refugees who had already arrived were  
suddenly left without critical support. To help with 
this need, First Presbyterian Church is offering a 

 

matching grant of up to $50,000 to Bridge Refugee 
Services, through a campaign supported by the 
McMurry Memorial Fund. It provides essential       
resources for 58 refugees, helping to cover rent, 
food, utilities, and other initial living  expenses. 
 

First Presbyterian Church invites all to join in this 
effort. Every dollar donated will be matched dollar-
for-dollar up to $50,000, doubling the impact of  
your gift.  Copy and paste this link to donate:  
https://tinyurl.com/ym9pfyaa 
 

PUB THEOLOGY GROUP 
Do you have questions about faith or just want to 
chat about life and make deeper friendships at 
Erin?  Do you identify either as Gen-X or Millennial, 
or at least consider yourself part of the “younger” 
set of Erin’s membership?  

Join the Pub Theology  
Group at Abridged on  
the first Thursday of the  
month from 6-7pm! The  
next one is Thursday,  
April 3rd.  We provide  
childcare in the Family  
Life Center, so it’s easy to drop the kids off on your 
way to Abridged.  
 

If you’d like more info, email Nathan Barber at 
nathan.barber213@gmail.com.  Or, for questions  
about childcare, contact Joy Bornhoeft at 
cec@erinpresbyterian.org 
 

BABY SHOWER 
It’s a Girl!  We hope you will join us for a Baby 
“Sprinkle” for Amanda Murphy (daughter of Neill 
and Tammy Murphy) coming up this Sunday, April 
6th, just after the worship service.  
 

Come on down to the Fellowship  
Hall and let’s celebrate our new Erin  
addition and have some refreshments. 
 

RSVP to Diana Brandon if you haven’t  
had the chance to sign up with the  
bulletin insert. 

EASTER & MORE 
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OGHS-91999.  Please give generously during this  
Lenten season. OGHS’s motto says it well: “If we all 
do a little, it adds up to a lot!” 
 

MISSION LUNCH WITH FIG TREE 
 

The Outreach Team will welcome Katie McIlwain  
to Erin for a luncheon following worship on Sunday 
April 27th so we can learn more about Fig Tree and 
the programs they offer for unhoused neighbors in 
West Knoxville. This is a ministry run by Cokesbury 
United Methodist Church.  Jim Montgomery, a  
member here at Erin for many years, is Katie's  
father. 
 

Fig Tree provides support in four key areas: 
Critical Needs: This chiefly includes addressing  
food insecurity and homelessness through our  
food pantry and resource center. Our day center,  
Fig Tree, provides showers, laundry, hot meals,  
computer/internet/printer access, and more. 
 

Building Community: Weekly support groups,  
a variety of classes, and sharing a meal together  
on Tuesday nights. 
 

Relief & Support: Once pressing needs are met,  
we talk with them about their goals and what  
support they need to move forward. This may  
include financial assistance along with  coaching, 
counseling services, recovery services, tax  
preparation services, or help securing housing. 
 

Advocacy: Advocacy at The Connection Center  
involves partnerships with agencies, organizations, 
and government programs to create systemic 
change. 
 

Please fill out the form in the worship bulletins, 
call the church office at 588-5350,  
or email April at: 
admin@erinpresbyterian.org  
to sign up for the lunch, so we  
can be sure we have enough  
food for everyone. 

HELPING OTHERS 
NEHEMIAH ACTION ASSEMBLY 
                 Will you come to the Nehemiah Action  
                  Assembly on April 8th?  It’s the largest   
                public meeting in Knox County. Last year, 
the event attracted 1,140 people. This year, our goal 
is 1,500!  Why so big?  Because when over 1,000 
people quietly gather to support Justice Knox, they 
tell their elected officials that their neighbors matter; 
regardless of who those neighbors are. When a large 
assembly of people ask their officials to support a 
particular action, policy, or change, they take  
notice!    
 

God calls us to love our neighbors and wants to use 
us to bring about peace and justice through careful, 
exhaustive, research and long conversations with 
community stakeholders and leaders, engagement 
with outside consultants, and the humble awareness 
that God can accomplish far more than we can ever 
do on our own. Join us on April 8th at 7pm at the 
Knoxville Civic Auditorium. Doors open at 6pm. 
 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING 
 

 
One Great Hour of Sharing began in 1949 as an  
ecumenical effort aimed at raising the funds  
necessary to provide aid to people suffering from  
the devastation of World War II.  This offering has 
continued over the years and today gifts received in 
the PCUSA support Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, 
the Presbyterian Hunger Program and Self-
Development of People ministries. 
 

On Easter Sunday our congregation will have the  
opportunity to share God’s love with our domestic 
and global neighbors in need when the OGHS  
offering is received.  Special envelopes for this  
offering will be available in the pew racks on Palm 
Sunday and Easter Sunday.  If you write a check, 
please be sure to designate OGHS in the Memo 
line.  Alternatively, you may wish to donate online 
(PCUSA Special Offerings) via our church website at 
www.erinpres.org, or text your offering directly to 

mailto:admin@erinpresbyterian.org
http://www.erinpres.org


               PIONEER CLUB   
               April 9  6:30-7:30  Family Life Center 
 

               This month we will visit Arches National  
Park in eastern Utah. Established in 1971, this park 
contains over 2,000 natural stone arches, hundreds of 
soaring pinnacles, rock fins, and giant balanced rocks.  
The park is adjacent to the Colorado River and lies 
above an underground evaporite layer, or salt bed, 
which is the main cause of these unique rock for-
mations. The salt bed is thousands of feet thick in 
some areas and was deposited over 300 million years 
ago when a sea flowed into the area and evaporated.  
This red-rock wonderland attracts nearly 2 million  
visitors each year. 
 

               PLANET WORSHIP 
                 April 13 and 27 
 

             This month in Planet Worship, we begin a  
3-lesson series on the Apostle’s Creed. The oldest 
creed of the Christian Church, this brief statement  
of faith summarizes the main beliefs of our faith. 
 

Over the final three Planet Worship sessions, we will 
break down the creed, explaining each part and what 
it means. We will also discuss the importance of the 
Apostle’s Creed and why we regularly proclaim it in 
worship. 
 

                       Families with children 5th grade and     
                       younger: You are invited to our Annual  
                       Egg Hunt! Easter Sunday at 10:30am 
 

Families should gather in the church parlor on the 
main level, at 10:20 am for instructions. Children will 
then be dismissed by small groups to the playground.  
Please bring your own basket or bag for collecting 
eggs. In the event of rain, the hunt will be indoors,  
in the Family Life Center. 
 

YOUTH PANCAKE DINNER 
Thanks to our wonderful congregation, we had an  
incredibly successful pancake dinner on Sunday, 
March 2nd! Thank you to everyone who attended, 
parents who helped, and Tony Denny for donating 
pancake mix and other essential ingredients! We 

 

FAMILY MINISTRY 
appreciate you greatly!  
 

The funds raised from our pancake 
dinner will go to help support youth 
mission trips for the upcoming year.  
 

YOUTH MISSION 
Erin Youth has a real passion for mission and  
community service! Continue reading to see  
what we were up to this month around Knoxville.  
 

The FISH Pantry  
Erin Youth was represented and active  
at Knoxville’s FISH Pantry on Saturday,  
March 22nd, as they helped supply  
food and essential items to the  
Knoxville community. Youth help by  
preparing food items, working food  
stations by handing out snacks and  
groceries, and welcoming the guests with a smiling 
face and helping hands.  
 

Join us at the FISH Pantry next time on June 28th! 
Sign up in the bulletin or contact FISH Hospitality 
Pantry online at https://www.fishpantries.org/  
 

SMALL & MIGHTY - CWS PACKING 
Erin Youth attended “Small & Mighty,” a monthly 
opportunity for PCUSA youth groups in East TN  
to gather for an evening of fellowship - and this 
month - Outreach! On Sunday, March 
23rd, youth packed CWS (Church 
World Services) school supplies kits 
for victims of natural disasters. We 
want to give a huge thanks to Mason 
Warren of Farragut Presbyterian, and 
Paul Earheart-Brown of Maryville College, for  
coordinating this event!  
 

UPCOMING YOUTH TRIP OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Middle School Montreat: July 16-20 
 

High School Montreat: Week 2, June 8-14 
 

Make new friends, play tons of fun games, and  
worship God at these youth conferences happening 
all summer! Week 2 of Montreat is listed, but the 
conference continues all summer with new leader-
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ship and churches attending every week.  
 

Presbyterian Youth Triennium  
(Louisville, KY)  July 28-31 
Join Presbyterians from all over the world at  
this once-in-three-years gathering with worship,  
fellowship, and theological learning.  
 

Expanding Horizons  
(Maryville College/ Smoky Mountains)  June 22-27 
Explore the Smokies, live on a college campus, and 
earn college credit at this high school summer camp 
happening at Maryville College as part of the MAST 
Program!  
 

Contact Chloe Levering for flyers, websites, and more 
registration information! 
youth@erinpresbyterian.org (865-805-0238)  
 

NEWS FROM THE PRESBYTERY 
 

JESUS AND JUDAISM 
                             We invite you to join us on April 4th            
                             and 5th at First Presbyterian Church    
                             for a special weekend of learning and  
                             conversation with Dr. Amy-Jill Levine,              
                             a renowned Jewish New Testament 
scholar. In a world where differences too often lead 
to division, it is crucial to recognize the connections 
between Christianity and Judaism. Understanding 
Jesus within the religious traditions He knew and 
practiced offers a richer, more complete perspective 
on His teachings and their meaning for us today. Dr. 
Levine’s scholarship provides a valuable opportunity 
to engage in this important dialogue. 
 

Clergy are especially encouraged to attend the Clergy 
Conversation on Friday, April 4th at 3pm, where we 
will engage in meaningful discussion about faith, 
scholarship, and unity in today’s world.  
 

Clergy Conversation  
Friday, April 4  3 – 4:30pm 
"Misunderstanding Judaism means Misunderstanding 
Jesus and Paul: Points on avoiding antisemitism in 
teaching and preaching”   
Please register here: 
https://rsvp.church/r/WKKQC43Q 

 

YOUTH & LOCAL NEWS 
Public Lecture & Reception  
Saturday, April 5  7-9pm 
"Jesus and Judaism: The Connection Matters" 
Jesus followed the Torah of Moses, drew from  
the Prophets of Israel, and taught within the Jewish 
tradition. Yet, misconceptions often separate Jesus 
from his Jewish context. Dr. Levine’s lecture will 
offer a deeper understanding of Jesus’ teachings 
and how they shape Jewish Christian relations  
today. A reception will follow in the Fellowship  
Hall. 
Please register here:  
https://tinyurl.com/mp8hsr32 
 

Tickets are free but registration is required. 
Parking is free onsite and at the State Street Garage 
 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN  
ANNUAL SPRING GATHERING 

Saturday, April 26th at 10am 
Powell Presbyterian Church 
2910 W. Emory Rd. Powell, TN 37849 
 

Rev. Dr. Katina Sharp will lead us in worship and 
communion. You will enjoy spiritual renewal, good 
fellowship, and a chance to plan new directions to-
gether. Plus a delicious lunch! 
Mission Focus: Great Starts, a program at Helen 
Ross McNabb, is a structured living program that 
offers integrated substance abuse and mental 
health treatment services for recovering pregnant 
women and mothers. 
The goal of this program is to help strengthen the 
mother-child bond through comprehensive service 
for mothers, and specialized care for their children. 
 

Cost of attending is just $12 to pay for your lunch. 
 

Registration deadline is April 15 and you can  
register here: https://www.presbyteryeasttn.org/
springgathering/ 
 

Sign-in and Coffee will begin at 9:30 and the  
program will start at 10am. 
 

Childcare is available with prior arrangement. 
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APRIL 
VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE 

 

3  Kathryn Bornhoeft 

9  Dan Berry 

9  Craig Strand 

29  Jenny Rogers 

 

 

 

APRIL CHURCH CALENDAR 
 

Visit the link below for Ministry Team and Staff  
Meeting Dates, including information for events  
mentioned in the newsletter. 
 

https://www.erinpresbyterian.org/calendar/ 

14  Erin McCallum 

18  John House 

21 Melinda Massengill 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

APRIL 6TH APRIL 13TH APRIL 20TH APRIL 27TH 

COFFEE COFFEE COFFEE COFFEE 

Mary Nelle Cate Jackie Griffin Pat Wallin David Eggers 

BELL RINGER BELL RINGER BELL RINGER BELL RINGER 

Lucy Cate Lucas Barber Eliza Barber Ginger Thompson 

GREETER GREETER GREETER GREETER 

Tony and Kelli Pat Wallin Dusty  and Kim Jim Thompson 

Canan-Denny Anna McKay Pennington Brooks Eggers 

GUIDE GUIDE GUIDE GUIDE 

Eliza Barber Asa Deakins-Sohn Kelcey Levering Kim Jaynes 

READER READER READER READER 

Neill Murphy Craig Strand Kellan Sarles John House 

USHERS USHERS USHERS USHERS 

Randy Sarles David and Brooks Linda Quinley Jim Montgomery 

Jim Montgomery Eggers Robbie Levering Dave Leckie 

Gabby Denny Mike Cate Kelcey Levering Randy Sarles 

COUNTERS COUNTERS COUNTERS COUNTERS 

Neill Murphy David Eggers John House Neill Murphy 

Rickey McCallum Craig Strand Andy Sarles Joe Jaynes 
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