
EXCITEMENT IN THE AIR
I was looking back over my Beacon article from
last June, which reminded me that it was exactly
a year ago that we were getting ready to elect the
Pastor Nominating Committee. I was trying to lay
out the work ahead – how, like with painting a
house, the longest part of the project has nothing
to do with actual painting. Most of the work is in
the planning, cleaning, scraping, patching,
sanding and priming, so that the actual painting
goes smoothly and lasts a long time.  I don’t
know if this is exactly how the PNC feels, though
it was joyful to watch them and you taking each
step of the transition process seriously, listening
to the congregation and one another, learning the
PCUSA system for searching for new pastors,
and striking a balance between working
constantly and letting the process unfold. I think
that, now that we have successfully elected the
Rev. Joseph Taber as your new pastor, we can all
testify that their hard work, your patience, PLUS
the Holy Spirit in the mix has brought Erin to an
exciting, colorful horizon. Of course, the future
will always hold surprises, but God has been
faithful so far, and you all have responded in
faith. There is so much to celebrate.

There are brochures about Joseph in the 
narthex, and by the time you get this, there will
 be information about him on Erin’s website.
 click here for info

Joseph comes to us with valuable experience 
and eagerness to make Erin his home. His wife
Leah and son William are excited to settle in and
meet all of you. Please pray for them as they 

continue their own work of transition, planning
the move, saying goodbye to the folks at
Culpepper Presbyterian Church in Culpepper, VA,
grabbing some rest, moving, and starting fresh
with you at Erin in August.

Joseph’s first day in the pulpit will be August 10,
Rally Day, which is also the day we’ll go back to
our 11:00 worship schedule, with Sunday School
at 9:30. You’ll get many more details about that
as the summer unfolds. I’ll be at Erin until July
31, so we’ll have time to finish our work together,
wash the brushes, put the ladders away, and
appreciate a project well done. In the meantime,
as with any house project, we continue to do the
ordinary tasks of living – finishing out our
stewardship campaign, electing and installing
elders, worshiping, serving, and caring for one
another. I know I've said this before and will
repeat it many times in the next two months, but I
am so grateful to God for calling me here, to
share this amazing time with you. 

                                 - Rev. Anne McKee

https://www.erinpresbyterian.org/about-us/our-pastor02/


STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN
Very Good Stewardship Campaign! 
Thanks to all of you who submitted
your pledge cards! This really helps
us with our budgeting plans for the upcoming
Fiscal year. We are a bit behind last year’s pledges,
but we haven’t heard from a few of you who have
graciously given in the past. Please take a minute
to fill out and send the pledge cards this week. You
can use the QR code to send it electronically or
mail the pledge card to the Church. With this last
push, we hope to exceed last year’s pledges and
keep EPC in a great financial position for Pastor
Joseph’s arrival.

Thanks to the Stewardship Committee members
and to Pastor Anne for their help and support.

COLLEGE REFLECTION GROUP
SCRIPTURE STUDY
If you’re in college or recently post-college and
want to think about faith and life this summer,
you’re welcome to join with Anne and a few others
on Wednesday evenings at 6pm at Erin to read
some scripture, talk about challenges, and pray for
each other. 

We’ll start on Wednesday, June 11 and keep going

A NEW CHAPTER
A NEW CHAPTER - A Note from the PNC
Although the doors were not locked and we did
not use paper ballots or white smoke, Erin
Presbyterian Church called the Reverend Joseph
W. Taber IV to lead us into a new chapter of our
life at Erin during a congregational meeting on
May 18. We are excited and thankful to announce
that Joseph, with his wife Leah and son William,
will be moving to Knoxville in late July or early
August. His first sermon will appropriately be on
Rally Day, August 10. Joseph comes to us from
Culpeper Presbyterian Church in Culpeper, VA.
 

During an extensive effort, your pastor nominating
committee prayed for the Holy Spirit’s guidance
throughout the journey as they canvassed the
congregation and Session for thoughts on the
characteristics a new pastor should have;
constructed a worthy description of Erin Church
and its missions to advise potential candidates;
developed succinct requirements for a new
pastor; liaised with the Presbytery’s Committee on
Ministry and was ably exhorted by the Rev. Dr.
Anne McKee; reviewed the credentials of more
than 70 prospective candidates; narrowed the
field by scoring all prospective candidates using
consistent criteria and listening to online
sermons; and interviewed three prospective
candidates who met most all of the requirements.
After extensive reviews and prayers, the
committee brought the one candidate who met all
of our requirements to Knoxville for face-to-face
meetings, accompanied by his wife. During
several days of meeting together, the Holy Spirit
confirmed the path to recommend a call to Rev.
Taber.
 

Representatives from the PNC then met with
Session and confirmed that a nominee had 
been chosen, then together they reviewed the
recommended terms of call to be presented to 

the congregation. The Presbytery’s Committee on
Ministry interviewed Rev. Taber and members of
the PNC as well, and were well satisfied that this
was a good match.
 

The 18th of May has passed, and the Reverend
Joseph W. Taber and his family are to come.
Please pray for them as they navigate their move
to Knoxville, and pray for Erin Church as we begin
our ministry together. Glory to God for His leading
through the Holy Spirit!
 



OUTREACH & MORE

through Wednesday July 30.
This is a “come when you 
can” group, so if you have a 
travel or work schedule that 
just lets you drop in occasionally, that’s absolutely
fine. Anne will have a couple of ideas about what
to read, but really, this is a group for you, so please
bring your ideas, curiosities, and questions, and
we’ll be flexible! 

                                       BREADBREAKERS
                                           Breadbreakers will meet                   
                                           at the McKay home on    
                                           Saturday, June 7 at 6:30                  
                                           Please join  us for a fun
evening of good food and great fellowship!
Sign up in the bulletin or call the church office.
865-588-5350

FISH PANTRY DAY
Our next FISH Pantry workday is Saturday, June
28 between 9 a.m. and 1 p.m. You’re welcome to
join us for all or part of that time. Sign up forms
will be in the bulletins in June, or you can call the
church office and let April know you plan to help.
If you haven’t volunteered before, you’ll get an
email explaining what you need to know. This is a
great opportunity to see up close how the funds
we contribute are helping to combat hunger in our
city.

             PENTECOST OFFERING - JUNE 8
              The Pentecost Offering is one of four                    
                      special offerings collected for our     
              denomination each year. Your gift will 
              encourage, develop, and support young   
                people to help them grow and express 
                              their faith, and will also address 
                                    the needs of at-risk children.  
                                    Since 1998, Presbyterians    
                                    have been contributing over 

$15 million to the Pentecost Offering. Forty percent
of what we collect at Erin will be used in our
community, and the remaining sixty percent will
support children, youth, and young adults through
the worldwide ministries of the PCUSA. Donate in
person on Pentecost Sunday, June 8, or on our
website by clicking on DONATE in the menu at the
top of thehome page and selecting Special
Offerings from the Fund menu. 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING
Thanks to all who contributed to the One Great
Hour of Sharing offering. All together, we donated
$771.00. These funds will support the efforts of
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, the Presbyterian
Hunger Program, and the Fund for the Self
Development of People in the US and around the
world.

SUMMER SCHEDULE
As you know, many of our events/groups take the
summer off.  The following are done for the
summer and will return in the Fall:
Sunday School

Youth Group

Planet Worship and Pioneer Club

There will be no VBS at Erin this summer.

Handbells and Choir

The following will continue to meet over the
summer:
Sunday Worship Service (10am instead of 11am)

Pub Theology Group

Men’s Breakfast

Ministry Teams

College Reflection Group

Staff monthly meetings.

Session (in June and August)



EVENTS & FIVE WISHES

SUMMER EVENTS
June 7 BreadBreakers @ McKay Home 6:30

June 8 Wear Red for Pentecost Sunday

June 14 Men’s Breakfast 9am

June 15 Congregational Meeting 11am

June 22 Juneteenth Celebration in Worship

June 28 FISH Pantry Day 9am - 1pm

July 6 Annual BBQ Potluck 11am

July 31 Rev. McKee’s last day at Erin

FIVE WISHES    
Presbyterians proclaim that “in life and in death
we belong to God.” As such, our faith helps us
lose the fear of death. One of the prayers often
prayed at a funeral includes the petition, “Help us
to live as those who are prepared to die.” That
phrase certainly includes spiritual readiness, but
we who live in the material world know that being
prepared to die can, in many ways, save our loved
ones from a world of heartache and conflict. 

The church has recently gathered some materials
that may help you have conversations with your
loved ones and express your own wishes for
questions that may come up in a final illness and
death. One is a booklet called “Five Wishes,”
published by an organization called “Aging with
Dignity.” This brochure invites you to think through
what you may want for end-of-life medical care,
who you will want to make decisions if you
cannot, and what you may find comforting or
welcome toward the end of life. Of course, none
of us can anticipate exactly what a final illness
will be like, but having conversations and writing
down desires now can help build confidence that
you will be able to receive the care you want. 

We also created a memorial service planning form 

for members of Erin. This form is designed to be
duplicated, with one copy at home and another at
the church. It may be especially helpful with a new
minister, so you can write down things like favorite
scripture, music, or other elements you might like to
have in a memorial service. There are also spaces
to let us know who your close family members are,
which can be a benefit if you begin to decline.

Finally, the Session passed guidelines for funerals
and memorial services at Erin. These are on Erin’s
website as well as at the church. These guideline
can help family members prepare for funerals and
can help all of us think through questions that
come up in preparing for a loved one’s service.

I urge you all to review and fill out these documents
this summer, and if you haven’t already, have
conversations with your family members about
what it means to you to “live as those prepared to
die.” And please remember, Anne would be happy to
engage in those conversations, as well, and I know
that Joseph will, too, when he arrives. 

https://www.erinpresbyterian.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Memorial-and-Funeral-planning-at-Erin-2025.pdf
https://www.erinpresbyterian.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Memorial-and-Funeral-planning-at-Erin-2025.pdf


VOLUNTEERS & BIRTHDAYS

JUNE BIRTHDAYS

2 Betty Gibbs

2 Anna Bornhoeft

5 Ella Levering

9 Stacie Armsworth

11 Stephen Lamb

16 Joy Bornhoeft

16 Sophia Cyr

18 Pat Wallin

20 Tammy Murphy

23 Hayden Crisp

24 Brooks Eggers

If you haven’t shared your birthday with us yet, please email 
admin@erinpresbyterian.org and we’ll add you to the birthday list!

mailto:admin@erinpresbyterian.org

