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MESSAGE FROM PASTOR STUART 

Revelation 21:5  “He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!” Then he said, 
“Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” (NIV) 
 
Dear Members & Friends of Erin, 
 
During the last year, many people were involved in preparing the church’s new Vision Project. Our Session 
Elders, Staff Personnel, and Key People in our congregation were regular participants at the important  
strategy presentations which Cynthia House led. Her expertise and professional ability to clarify where we 
were, identify who we are, and express what we can still do proved to be invaluable. The result of these 
meetings and the many hours of reviewing all of the input gave us a great theme to develop- BELONG-
BECOME-BEYOND and two new strategies to undertake.  
 

a)  Instilling in Erin’s members and friends, as seekers together, a true understanding of and  
     subsequent active commitment to what it means to be and live as Christ’s disciple. 
b) Sharing with the community the ministries God has called Erin to as a body of believers, and live 
    as disciples of Christ in all aspects of our individual and diverse lives so others see Jesus in us. 

 
Those are two tall orders and will only be accomplished if we all buy into them. This means that for the next 
3-5 years, Erin will overhaul all of its ministry and support teams, including Session, to enable us to fulfill 
these strategies together.  
 
This is an exciting time for our church. There is a new wave of enthusiasm traveling across the congregation 
and for the first time in several years, our folks feel empowered by the Spirit and encouraged about what lies 
ahead. In years to come, we will look back and see this as a new threshold that God has graciously given us, 
not just to extend the life of the congregation, but more importantly to expand the mission of our church in 
our community. 
 
This Annual Report contains much of what we have accomplished in the last year, but as the famous  
entertainer Al Jolson used to say: “You ain’t seen nothing yet!” 
 
God bless us all. 
 
Pastor John 

Belong - Become - Beyond 



DISCIPLESHIP 

Mission: To make true disciples of our members, becoming more Christ-like as we grow in faith.  
 

Discipleship Team Members:  Cathy Van Ostrand (E), Kim Jaynes (E), Joy Bornhoeft, Farrah Linkous, Lynne Jones, Anna 

McKay (E) and Joe Jaynes. 

The Discipleship Team is responsible for the Nursery, Planet Worship, Pioneer Club, Sunday School for all ages, Vacation 

Bible School, Family Retreat, Rally Day and Middle School/High School Youth programs at Erin.  The team meets on the  

first Tuesday of each month at 7:00 pm in the Heritage Room. Everyone interested in contributing to the planning and  

leadership of any of these programs is welcome to join the team.  
 

Discipleship’s theme for 2018-19 was “Come to the Table”.   With the guidance of the Holy Spirit we sought to contribute 

to the future of Erin Church through 2 strategies: 

Instill a true understanding of and subsequent commitment to what it means to be Christ’s disciple, and share with the 

community-at-large as to what God is calling Erin Church to be. These strategies were developed to assist and support  

Session and the congregation in achieving the broad church-wide strategic planning goals. 
 

The team’s most significant accomplishments for the past year included:  

Sunday School programs for all ages: Our child and youth Sunday School classes follow the school year (Aug-May) on  

Sunday mornings from 9:30 – 10:30. Children attend classes based on age/grade. Adult programs consisted of 3 choice: 

Hard Sayings class The Hard Sayings class led by John House: From the beginning of His earthly ministry to the present day, 

Jesus has challenged us to look at our world differently. His teachings require us to do the counterintuitive.  He requires us 

to do hard things.   Often times, religious teaching glosses over, or ignores, some of the most challenging aspects of what it 

means to practice Christianity, to be a disciple of Jesus. The Hard Sayings Class attempts to focus on those very things that 

are, in fact, hard. Hard to look at, hard to understand, hard to apply.  
 

Rev. Stuart’s Connections class:  Pastor Stuart continued teaching his Connections Class throughout the year. Each month 

a different topic was presented and discussed. This year the topics included The Sacraments and Worship, The Lord’s  

Prayer, Pray it Again, Psalm, What is the Gospel, and The Belhar Confession.  The Highlight of the year took place when  

Sabrina Siddiqui of the Islamic Tayside Seminary talked to a  combined group of all the Sunday School classes about being 

an American Muslim. Sabrina gave a terrific presentation which created a lot of thought-provoking insights into another 

faith.  
 

The Living Your Faith class, led by Joe and Kim Jaynes, met as a covenant group during the Sunday school hour. A covenant 

group involves a high level of commitment to the group and to its members, who share their spiritual journeys and pray for 

one another. The goal is for participants to help one each other become more like Christ by wrestling together with God’s 

truth and fleshing it out in conversation, prayer, and action. Covenant groups hold members accountable, and by meeting 

regularly participants can reinforce what they believe and seek God’s will for their lives.  Study is a big part of the group, 

but the focus is less on downloading information and more on community building and relationship-based discipleship.   

In 2018-2019 the group studied Unfinished: Believing is Only the Beginning by Rich Stearns, who will retire at the end of 

2018 after serving as president of World Vision for 20 years. The book explains Stearns’ conviction that Western Christians 

have become distracted, failing to grasp the importance of following Christ, and have lost the passion to continue the  

revolution Jesus started. Instead, many of us confine our spirituality to improving and serving ourselves and others like us. 

Like Stearns’ first book The Hole in Our Gospel, his latest book further explores the idea that today’s Western Christianity 

has largely ignored Jesus’ call to action, the Great Commission in Matthew 28 to “go into all the world and make disci-

ples”—that’s the hole in the gospel we proclaim. It’s not that we’ve gotten it wrong, he says; we’ve just left out a crucial 

part.  



DISCIPLESHIP    (continued) 

Planet Worship (Sunday mornings) and Pioneer Club (Wednesday evenings) are led by Joy Bornhoeft, Director of Family 

Ministries.  The programs vary but each provides an active way for children 4 years old through 5th grade to grow in their 

faith.  
 

Vacation Bible School:  Our theme this year “In the Wild:  Amazing Encounters with Jesus”.  It is open to children ages  

and 4 years old – rising 5th Grade will be held at Erin from July 8-11th. 
 

Youth Programs:  Held on Sunday evenings, our youth programs are led by Farrah Linkous,   Youth Director.   Building on  

our theme of “Come to the Table”, the youth focused on service projects and completed the season with a retreat to  

Montreat. 
 

Church Family Retreat: The annual church family retreat was held August 15-16th at the John Knox Center.  The annual  

retreat is a time for fun, food, and fellowship as we continue to explore our faith. It provides plenty of opportunity to  

relax and enjoy the accommodations and activities at John Knox.  In the morning, Trisha Dillon Thomas, Director of Hope 

House from the UKirk Presbyterian Center in Chattanooga, spoke on topics related to next year’s church theme – “The  

Vision Project:  Belong. Become. Beyond.”  In the afternoon adults and children/youth participated in various activities 

available at John Knox Center such as fishing, canoeing, swimming, or simply strolling along the shore watching for Great 

Blue Herons on beautiful Watt’s Bar Lake.  
 

Looking forward our Discipleship theme for 2019-20 is “The Vision Project:  Belong. Become. Beyond.” Scripture verse  

selected and approved by Session: “Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made 

known.  But we know that when Christ appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.”    1 John 3:2 

 

We encourage everyone to come to Rally Day on Sunday morning, August 11th.  Enjoy some great food and fellowship  

and learn about the upcoming Sunday School classes.   



STEWARDSHIP 

The Stewardship Team serves and advises Session and the congregation by monitoring the financial resources and needs of Erin 
Church. 

The 2018-2019 Stewardship Team is comprised of John House (convener), Craig Strand, Neill Murphy, Andy Sarles, Ian Bone, Kim 
Pennington, and Pastor John Stuart.   

The team met monthly during the 2018-2019 budget year, monitoring spending and income trends and keeping Session and the 
congregation informed about the church’s financial status.   

One significant concern was about the fact that we had less coming in each month in to cover the monthly mortgage payment the 
church had left over from the Capital Campaign than the payment required.  Stewardship initiated a frank discussion and plea for 
members to increase their giving in order to retire that debt.  Members generously responded to that request and thanks to one 
particularly generous donation, the debt was, in fact, completely retired.  This prevented what would have been a significant prob-
lem within two years or less.    

While the mortgage has been retired, we did ask those who could to continue for six months to contribute what they had been 
paying towards the Lower the Debt effort to the Building fund, a reserve fund that will cover unexpected repairs or equipment 
needs.  Many members responded to that request, and we were able to build that fund up to about $37,500. 

After that, we asked those who could to continue to give to the “Building Up” fund in order to make up for shortfalls in general 
giving, since an important concern had to do with the fact that giving was down for the regular general offering.  Many members 
did contribute to the Building Up fund, but we still ended up the year $42,680.89 behind.   

Because of reserves, we still managed to end up in fair shape.  However, it was with some anxiety that we approached the Stew-
ardship campaign for the 2019-2020 budget year.  

We developed our Stewardship campaign around the themes of the Vision Project: Belong, Become, Beyond.  The themes were 
explored by five speakers talking about Be-Longing for God, Belonging to God, Be-Coming to Church, Becoming Church, and Going 
Beyond.  We encouraged members to increase their giving by 10%, to give the church a raise, so to speak. 

Some, though not all, people responded with increased pledges and we were able to construct a budget that we believe we can 
meet.  We will present this budget to Session for approval in July.   

We also added two members this year, Andy Sarles and Ian Bone, badly needed “new blood” for the Stewardship team. Their ideas 
and enthusiasm are already making a difference.  Special thanks also go to Kim Pennington, whose competence and professional-
ism continues to make our work possible.   

Thanks, too, to the members of Erin who so faithfully support the church and the work of the Lord that we all try to do here.  Pray 
for us all as we engage in the transformative work of the Vision Project and the goal of revitalization of Erin Church.  Please be gen-
erous with your time, your effort, as well as your financial support as we work through this important process. 

Prayerfully submitted,  

Erin Stewardship Team 

John House, Convener, Class of 2019 

Craig Strand, Class of 2020 

Andy Sarles, Class of 2021 

Ian Bone, Class of 2021 

Neill Murphy, Class of 2018 

Kim Pennington, Bookkeeper 

John Stuart, Pastor 



OUTREACH 

Erin Presbyterian Outreach Team FY 2018/2019 Annual Report 
 

Team Statement: The mission of Erin Presbyterian Church’s Outreach Team is to be God’s hands and feet, striving  

to use our time, talents, and money to support those in need. 

The team prayerfully allocates funds budgeted based on church offerings to support Denominational, Educational,  

International and local programs/organizations. We also plan hands-on mission programs to encourage our  

congregation’s involvement with the community. 
 

Outreach Team Members 2018/2019: 
Mike Jones, Elder  Lynne Jones, Member/Staff            David Eggers, Elder   
Debra Poole, Member  Erin McCallum, Elder/Convener            Nicola Bone, Member   
Sonja DuBois, Elder  Ron DuBois, Elder             Farrah Linkous, Elder/Staff  
Kelli Canan, Elder  Kelsey Levering, Elder             
 

2018/2019 Accomplishments: 
• Distributed food at Fish Hospitality Food Pantry on multiple Saturdays 

• Continued to sponsor Pastor Mamisoa while at Columbia Seminary from McCord Scholarship 

• Collected and provided Christmas gifts for 50 children through the Angel Tree project 

• Held a Mission Trip Sunday at Sunset Gap, complete with worship, lunch, and mission work on the Sunset Gap 

        campus 

• Continued support of Helen Ross McNabb domestic violence programs 

• Continued support of KICKO.org here in Knoxville for inner center youth 

• Continued to support Jan Heckler, our mission co-worker, both in Madagascar and state-side as she transitioned 
back to the US 

• Held a donation drive for coats for Morgan Scott Project 

• Held a donation drive for Helen Ross McNabb for their Transitional Housing Program 

• Had a bottled water and bug spray collection for KARM to help “Beat the Heat” in July 

• Promoted and collected the four PCUSA Special Offerings throughout the year: One Great Hour of Sharing,  

        Pentecost, Peacemaking and Christmas Joy 

• Regularly displayed boards in the narthex of the various missions we support in order to familiarize the  

        congregation with the particular organization mentioned in the bulletin or newsletter that week/month.  

• Made use of the Erin Facebook page to promote our activities and encourage giving to special situations as needs 
arose throughout the year. 

• Collected seeds and plants for the Morgan Scott Project’s Vegetable Garden Project 

• Assisted a local family in need with back to school clothing 

• Supported many international and local ministries, as well as the PDA with funds for mission work determined by 
our team and our approved budget 

 

• 2019/2020 GOALS: 

• Recruit more team members 

• Involve the Sunday School classes with Outreach projects (missions we already support) 

• Work at the FISH Pantry on a more regular basis as a group, but also encourage members of the congregation  

        to volunteer their time on other days when they have time available.  Anyone is welcome to just show up and  

        volunteer on the days the Scott Avenue pantry is open. 



OUTREACH    (continued) 

• Make the congregation more aware of our sponsored child (Leonora)  

• Establish a new relationship and support new mission co-workers Dan and Elizabeth Turk in Madagascar 

• Host annual mission trip Sunday in 2020 with focus on hands on projects. 

• Work on a care package to give those individuals that contact the church for support. 

• Work with all the other ministry teams to involve them in Outreach. 

• Work with Fellowship Team to organize a Halloween Trunk or Treat event to involve the community surrounding 
our church 

Join our Team! Our team generally meets after worship on the second Sunday of each month (12:15 p.m.). Check the 
bulletin and calendar on the church website for the most current information. We meet in the Outreach room which is 
also a resource room dedicated to providing information and visual representations of all the organizations currently 
supported by our church. The team is made up of people from across various age groups, educational and work back-
grounds. Some are long time members of the congregation and some are relatively new – all bring unique ideas and 
perspectives to our discussions and, with God’s help, collectively discern what we mutually believe to be the most pru-
dent distribution of funds from month to month from a percentage of the congregation’s offerings while remaining 
within our allotted budget. This diversity within the team also allows for variety in hands-on mission opportunities we 
are able to offer the congregation because of the many sources of ideas and connections within the community.  
 

Respectfully submitted by Erin McCallum, Convener 



FELLOWSHIP 

The mission of Erin’s Fellowship Team is, “to serve as the congregational glue; to hold each other close in love and  
support by breaking bread and sharing our lives.” 
 

Our team consists of the following members: Betty Gibbs (convener), Apryl Quinn (elder),  
Diana Brandon Jim Montgomery, Pat Wallin, Kay Pennington, Jackie Griffin, Dan Gibbs, and Bob McLean. 
 
This team presents many programs and events during the course of the year. 
   
WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER:  We serve WND throughout the school year. We currently have  three teams who  
provide the meals, serving an average of 70 people per week. Participation was off somewhat this year as we lost  
some of our Creative Expressions parents due to their children aging out of the program. 
 
MEN’S BREAKFAST:  This is held the first Saturday of each month during the school year.  We averaged 10 men each 
month.  Attendance was up at this event. 
 
BRANDON BREAKFAST:  Once again we served about 111 people on Easter Sunday. This was followed by an Easter Egg 
Hunt for the younger children. 
 
RED, WHITE AND BLUE PATRIOTIC POTLUCK:  In celebration of July 4th, we had a potluck luncheon after church on July 
7th. 
 
HALLOWEEN PARTY:  The Halloween Party was cancelled this year due to the weather. 
 
HANGING OF THE GREENS:  We decorated the church for Christmas in November and followed it with a chili dinner for 
those who stayed and helped. Fellowship has taken over the responsibility of putting up and taking down the large tree 
in the narthex. 
 
CHRISTMAS POTLUCK DINNER:  The Potluck Dinner was held in the Fellowship Hall following the presentation of  
“An Appalachian Christmas” (at 5pm) on December 9th at 6pm.  It was well-attended and enjoyed by those who were 
there. 
 
CHRISTMAS CAROLING:  This event also had to be cancelled due to weather.  A few adults and students got together 
later and did go caroling to some of our shut-ins. 
 
BRIDAL AND BABAY SHOWERS:  We provide refreshments and decorations for these occasions as requested. 
 
CONGREGATIONAL CARE:  This involves sending greeting cards to members who are ill or  
homebound, or in need of any kind of attention or care.  We also provide meals in case of illness or a death in the  
family.  During this past year, meals and refreshments were provided for the family of: 
 

• Hugh Jaynes 
• Kristi Bailes 
• Justin Bornhoeft 
• Beverly Owens 

 

A reception was held in the Narthex for this year’s Confirmation Class. 
 

In addition, Rules for Sunday Greeters and Ushers was adopted. 
 
 



PROPERTY 

Throughout this past fiscal year the Property Team has dealt with a multitude of issues and are continuing to 
work on getting several problems resolved. 
 
1. HVAC Issues: These problems are close to being corrected. 
2. Drainage concerns resulting from excess water flowing down toward the back of the church from one of 

the businesses above us.  We’re currently working with Volunteer Erosion Control to get this drainage 
problem resolved. 

3. Had 10 parking spaces in front of the Family Life Center marked as “Church Use Only”. 
4. We’re in the process of having several trees trimmed due to large limbs hanging over the playground 

fence. 
5. Repair of the playground fence is needed, and will be taken care of once the trees are trimmed. 
6. Fall of 2018 we planted many bulbs in the landscape areas.  We’re planning to have another “bulb 

planting and mulch day”. 
7. There are numerous other jobs that have been taken care of by the Property Team. ex. replacing light 

bulbs, repairing toilets that were not working properly, etc. 
 
 



CREATIVE EXPRESSIONS 

CREATIVE EXPRESSIONS MINISTRY TEAM  2018-19 ANNUAL REPORT 
Submitted by Cynthia House & Tammy Murphy. 

 

This was the 23nd and 24rd years of the Creative Expression Ministry at Erin Presbyterian.   
 

THEATRE / DRAMA 
Sonshine Company Children’s Musical Theatre Workshop – 24th Year  
(1st through 6th graders) 
Production Staff:  5     Cynthia House, Kelly Boyd, Rachel Little, Cathy Van Ostrand, Tammy Murphy  
Student Assistants:  2     Kenleigh Pennington, Chloe Levering 
Troupe Members: 17     16 Community Members,  1 Erin Member 
Production Support: 11    Troupe Parents 
Productions:  1     C-Street Central! 
Performances:  3 Audience:   211 
 

Erin Youth Players – 15th Production  
(7th through 12th graders) 
Production Staff:  5    Matt Lyscas, Mikayla Wilson, Cynthia House, Tammy Murphy, Apryl Quinn 
Troupe Members: 11   9 Community Members,  2   Erin Member 
Erin Production Support:  9   Erin Members 
Production Support: 13   Community Members & Cast Parents  
Productions  1   John Lennon and Me! 
Performances:  3 Audience:  182 
Donated to Cystic Fibrosis Foundation: $339.30 
 

Journey Seven (J7) – 7th Year 
(7th through 12th graders) 
Director:  1    Matt Lyscas 
Members:  5 Community Youth     
Leadership:  2    Tammy Murphy, Cynthia House 
 

MUSIC GROUPS 
Erin Express Praise & Worship Band – 20th Year 
Band Members: 5   Erin Members 
Vocalists: 2  Erin Members 
Technical Assistants: 1 
Worship Services: 29 
 

Children and Youth Ensemble Program – 8th Year  
Leaders / Coaches: 2  Cynthia House, Rachel Little, Nancy Berry 
Vocal Ensembles: 3  Stump Brothers, Ella Levering & Kenleigh Pennington, Mollie & Maggie Gunter 
Instrumental Ensembles: 1  Chloe Levering & Colton Pennington  
Performances:  8 
 

Inactive During 2018-2019 
Sonshine Company Children’s Musical Theatre Writing Collaborative     
Such Is The Kingdom Children’s Show Choir 
Dayspring Dance Ensemble II    
Children and Youth Solo Program     
Right Spirit Women’s Vocal Ensemble  

The Wordplayers  

2018-19 Season 

Erin and the Christian Theatre company, The 
Wordplayers, continue to collaborate on a 
wide variety of projects. Erin serves as the 
group’s home base and primary audition and 
rehearsal space. You may find out more about 
The Wordplayers, their mission, and their 
2018-19 season of shows, at 
www.wordplayers.org. 

http://www.wordplayers.org/


REV. JOHN STUART   PASTOR 

Sabbatical Report 
 
For the first time in twenty-four years of serving the congregation, I was offered a wonderfully generous op-
portunity of taking a Sabbatical. Usually, in the PCUSA, Sabbaticals are meant to take place every seven years 
with the pastor using 2-3 months to study, travel, and refocus on her or his commitment to God and the con-
gregation. In the past, I have been asked about Sabbaticals, but the timing never seemed right. I find it hard 
to take a real vacation each year, so the subject of Sabbaticals was set aside by me. I also did not want to en-
cumber the congregation with the extra finances required for a Sabbatical, so the offers were never devel-
oped. 
 
Last Fall, the church was generously given a gift which would enable me to at last take a Sabbatical. The tim-
ing was perfect and the gift was amazing. However, rather than take three months off, I asked if I could break 
the Sabbatical into three parts over three years. Thankfully, both the Stewardship Team and Session agreed 
to this which meant that I would take a month off during the next three summers. Presbytery was also in-
formed and they were intrigued by this innovative way of taking a Sabbatical which, if successful, may actual-
ly help smaller congregations finance Sabbaticals for their pastors. 
 
For my first summer Sabbatical, I decided to visit Italy with Evelyn. She has been my partner in ministry for 
almost thirty-five years and I could think of no better way to refresh my spirit other than by traveling with 
her. The last time I went abroad was in 2004 in which I had a terrible flight experience, causing me to have an 
irrational fear of flying. With Evelyn beside me on the Transatlantic journey, as well as two pills that the doc-
tor gave me, I enjoyed every second of the flight. It felt so good to be up in the air again traveling back to Eu-
rope. 
 
I chose Italy for several reasons. Firstly, the rich history of the whole country has fascinated me since child-
hood. Secondly, because of the New Testament connections to Rome and various other places. And thirdly, 
because of the Renaissance Art which has long been my favorite period in the art world. 
 
The whole experience was amazing and beautifully refreshing. The hotel we stayed in Rome was just a block 
away from St. Peter’s Square. We saw Pope Francis perform mass on Pentecost Sunday. We walked all 
around the Vatican and saw Michelangelo’s Sistine Chapel ceiling which was breathtaking. We visited the 
Coliseum and were amazed at its construction and history. We walked through the streets of Rome, mar-
veling at the architecture and enjoying the ancient buildings. 
 
We traveled throughout Italy and went to various places. We saw Michelangelo’s statue of David in Florence 
and loved the entire city. We visited the medieval town of Montecatini and were amazed by its buildings. We 
saw the Leaning Tower of Pisa and had a delicious dinner at a Tuscan vineyard. Venice was absolutely stun-
ning and had coffee in a balcony room overlooking St. Mark’s Square where Napoleon Bonaparte addressed 
the Venetians after conquering the city.  
 
We went to the beautiful town of Assisi where good St. Francis ministered in the 13th century and then trav-
eled down to Pompeii to see the volcanic ruins of that amazing city. We stayed on the wonderful Island of 
Capri and traveled around it to see the Blue Lagoon. We finally visited the cities of Naples and Sorrento 
where we unexpectedly met an old school friend who was in my First Grade Class from Glasgow, Scotland! 



REV. JOHN STUART PASTOR   (continued) 

It was a wonderful trip and it enabled me to feel refreshed in spirit, refocus on my ministerial call, and ready 
to begin this new journey of faith that our congregation has begun. Throughout the rest of June, I did a lot of 
reading about church renewal, as well as some necessary self-reflection about my commitment to God. I 
could not have asked for a better way to take a mini-Sabbatical and I am extremely grateful for everyone 
who made this possible. 
 
I also want to thank Kellan Sarles who looked after the entire church during the month of June. Kellan is a 
remarkable person and we are extremely fortunate to have her among us. She is a wonderful pastor, gifted 
preacher, and a deeply caring person. Being away from the whole congregation was an anxious time for me; I 
could not have left the members and visitors of this church in better hands. 
 
So, what’s next? I’ve always wanted to visit Athens where the apostle Paul preached, Ephesus where the 
apostle John ministered, and Patmos where he was exiled, so next summer Evelyn and I plan to visit Greece 
and take a cruise to those places in Turkey. We’re looking forward to traveling together again and taking the 
whole month of June for me to once again read, pray, and focus on the next crucial stage of our congrega-
tion’s renewal. 
 
God bless you all for your kind generosity and thoughtful support. 
 
Pastor John 



APRIL CYR   OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR 

It was another great year at Erin Presbyterian Church! 

I’m still so excited to be doing both of the things I love: using my organizational skills and my creative gifts.   
This is an immense blessing to me. 
 

This year’s happenings: 

 

• Created a new on-line Directory that can be accessed on our smartphones.  All of the information can be  

       updated in real-time so we don’t need to reprint the Directory when we have changes. 
 

• In preparation for the beginning of the new Vision Project, I’ve gathered my team, who have already been  

        incredibly helpful and giving of their time.  I am grateful to them. 
 

• In 2018 we began our monthly meeting of The Coffee Club.  This has become an event each month that 
John, Joy and I really enjoy spending with church attendants.  It has been a time rich with the history of the 
our wee church.  We’ve all become closer friends and share a lot of laughs. 

 

• Since becoming a Notary Public for the church,  I’ve helped several members of the congregation and  

       continue to do so.  This is a benefit that people are truly grateful for.  It can be a hassle trying to find one     

       and paying their fees. 
 

• July 18th of this year was my 3 year anniversary working at Erin Church.  It has been a blessing every year. 
 

• We changed the format of the newsletter a little bit and there has been a good response. This is one of my 
favorite parts of my job. 

 

• Last, but certainly not least, I began working an extra hour per day.  That extra five hours per week are so  

       productive!  I feel like I can take on anything that comes my way, and I have a passion to do so.   

       To serve Erin Presbyterian Church.  To serve Jesus with all my heart.             

 

Thank you for the privilege. 

 

April Cyr 

Office Administrator 

admin@erinpresbyterian.org 

 



JOY BORNHOEFT    FAMILY MINISTRIES DIRECTOR 

2018-2019 Family Ministry Annual Report 
 

 As the Family Ministries Director, I plan and coordinate all of Erin’s Christian education programs for 
children, birth through 5th grade. 
 

 This past year, Erin offered three Children’s Sunday School classes: a 2 & 3 year old class, Younger 
Elementary (4 years old – 1st Grade), and Older Elementary (2nd – 5th Grade) classes.  Eleven children regularly 
attended Sunday School throughout the year.  All three classes used the PCUSA published curriculum- Grow-
ing in Grace and Gratitude.   
 

Planet Worship, our weekly Children’s Church ministry, is geared for kids 4 years old – 4th grade.  This 
program teaches our children the fundamentals of why and how we worship as Christians and Presbyterians.  
A faithful team of 12 volunteers led this program for 18 children this year.   

 

This year, Planet Worship lessons included:  God’s Amazing Creation, which focused on each of the six 
days of creation and the day of rest through hands-on science activities; the Sacraments of Baptism and Com-
munion; Thanksgiving lessons on giving and the offering in worship; Epiphany; the Baptism of Jesus; lection-
ary lessons during Advent and Lent; a worship service on Easter Sunday; a multi-part series on Disciples Then! 
Disciples Now!, which explored the lives of each of Jesus’ Twelve Disciples and how we are called to be disci-
ples too; and several lessons on the new churchwide theme of Belong, Become, Beyond.  Also in Planet Wor-
ship, the children selected World Vision as their offering project and donated $40 to Help a Child in Waiting 
for their child sponsorship program. 

 

Pioneer Club is our Wednesday Night Program that meets weekly throughout the school year.  I had 
the pleasure of personally leading this program for 12 children, ages 4 years old – 5th Grade.  This year’s 
theme was Around the World in 29 Days!  Each month, we “travelled” to different countries to learn about 
local cultures and history, experience local festivals, taste exotic cuisines, and create native art.  We visited 
15 countries in all, including India, Germany, Thailand, Mexico, China, Africa, and Italy to name just a few. 

 

 In September 2018, four of our 4th and 5th Graders attended the 4th Annual Pre-Teen Retreat 
with 42 kids from churches in our Presbytery.   During the overnight retreat, preteens explored the story of 
Joseph and learned how he used his gift of interpreting dreams to serve God.  Kids were challenged to identi-
fy their own gifts and how they can use their gift to make the world a better place.  The retreat concluded 
with a worship service and Communion on Sunday morning.   

 

Our In the Wild! Vacation Bible School was held in July 2019.  This year’s animal theme encouraged 
kids to explore God’s wild creation and experience a personal encounter with Jesus. Twenty-three kids (ages 
4 years through 5th grade) and 8 Youth helpers attended VBS , led by 16 adult volunteers.  We sang and 
danced in the African savanna, chilled out in the Arctic with Jesus, and got crafty in the Jungle.  Along the 
way, we encountered Jesus in the Temple – at the River – on the Water – and at the Tomb.  During VBS, par-
ticipants collected school supplies for the Sunset Gap Community Center as this year’s mission project.  Over 
150 packs of glue sticks, crayons, and pencils were collected. 



FARRAH LINKOUS   YOUTH DIRECTOR 

The mission of Youth Ministries at Erin Presbyterian is to support and encourage our youth during the, 
sometimes, difficult years of adolescence. Youth are encouraged to attend youth group and youth group 
activities in order to experience fellowship with one another, to build a support network with their peers, 
and to delve deeper into their faith. 
 

The youth program at Erin Presbyterian is made up of two groups, one for Middle School students (6th-
8th grade) and one for High School students (9th-12th). Youth meet on Sunday evenings, 4:45 pm – 5:45 pm for 
the MS youth and 5:45pm-7:00 pm for the HS youth, during the school year. Farrah Linkous has served as the 
youth director, leading both groups. 

In addition to regular meeting times, youth activities are planned throughout the year. Some notable events 
from the 2018-2019 year include: 

                -MS Montreat at Maryville College 

                -HS Montreat at Montreat College 

                -MS Fall Retreat at Camp John Knox 

                -HS Youth Summit in Gatlinburg 

                -Attending Anything Goes at Bearden High School 

                -Scary movie night before Halloween 

                -Youth Group Thanksgiving at Plum Tree                 

                -Participated in the Souper Bowl of Caring 

                -Confirmation class lock in with Pastor Stuart 
 

The youth also hosted several fundraisers during the 2018-2019 year. There was an M&M fundraiser, Spa-
ghetti Dinner, Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner, and a Car Wash. Funds raised were to benefit youth trips to 
Montreat. 
 

In Spring of 2019, we had 5 youth complete the Confirmation process. They were led in a series of classes by 
Reverend John Stuart. The students that were confirmed were Ella Levering, Kenleigh Pennington, Kathryn 
Bornhoeft, Nehemiah Franklin, and Rachel Franklin. We had 2 graduating seniors - Katie Bailes and Cade 
Quinn. There was 2 rising freshmen – Ella Levering and Nehemiah Franklin, and 2 rising middle school stu-
dents – Rose Armsworth and Thomas Hopkins.  
 

Youth Group will resume meeting on Sunday, September 15, 2019. All middle school and high school stu-
dents are welcome. We would also like to encourage any adults that have a heart for youth to attend Disci-
pleship meetings, where we do the planning for our youth ministries. Adult volunteers are always needed to 
help chaperone trips and provide transportation for activities. 



JOE JAYNES   CHOIR AND AUDIO/VISUAL  DIRECTOR 

The Choir performed throughout the 2018-2019 church year for worship services and special occasions.  
We also enjoyed the gifts of many soloists, small groups, and those in the Creative Expressions ministry, 
particularly during the summer months when the choir is on hiatus. 
 
In addition to performing as a vocal group, the Choir took time each week to strengthen the bonds of  
fellowship and support that unite us. Each rehearsal provided a time for sharing joys and concerns, and  
for offering them up to God together in prayer. The Choir has experienced God’s answer to prayer on many 
occasions. 
 
I thank God for providing the resources and gifts that we need to fulfill the ministries to which He calls us. I 
was constantly encouraged and lifted up by the devotion of each Choir member as we ministered together 
this year. The Erin congregation offers continual encouragement and support to the music ministry, and I 
know that everyone involved appreciates that support very much. 
 
Membership in the Choir is open to everyone, high-school age and older. A basic ability to read music is 
helpful, but not necessary. The group rehearses Wednesdays, 7:30-8:30 pm, in the Choir room. 
 
Thanks as always to our Organist, Nancy Berry, whose talent and devotion are great blessings for Erin. It is 
always a joy to work with her in the ministry of music. 
 
Joe Jaynes, Choir Director 
 
Choir Members (July 2018-June 2019) 
 
Stacy Armsworth 

Anna Bornhoeft 

Joy Bornhoeft 

Diana Brandon 

David Eggers 

Cynthia House 

John House 

Kim Jaynes 

Mike Jones 

Suzanne Levering      

Susan Miller  

Neill Murphy 

Mary Virginia Paletta 

Eva Quinley 

Kellan Sarles 



NANCY BERRY   PIANO, ORGAN AND HANDBELLS 

 
                                              Musical Highlights of the Organist's Year: 
 
-The Appalachian Christmas program, featuring music by John Jacob Niles and performed by Erin's choir,  
Joyful Sounds Handbell Ensemble and members of the congregation.  Guest musicians Jenny Boyd and 
friends had the audience tapping their feet as they enjoyed the down-home Appalachian tunes. 
 
-Mary Virginia Paletta, French Horn and West High School students Chloe Levering, clarinet and Colton  
Pennington, trumpet enhanced our worship with their duets and solos.  Thank you, Mary Virginia, Chloe  
and Colton! 
 
-Guest musician Susan Weatherford, alto recorder player, gave a sensitive interpretation of Handel's  
"Sonata in F". 
 
-Joyful Sounds Handbell Ensemble rang out praise during worship throughout the year.  It has been a joy 
working with this group of dedicated musicians, as together we prepare music to glorify our God.  A big  
thank you to Cathy Van Ostrand, Diana Brandon, Nicole Waters, Susan Miller, Stacie Armsworth, Jenny  
Rogers, Anna McKay, Suzanne Levering, Michael Jones, Mary Virginia Paletta and Joe Jaynes.    
 
Thank you to all of these musicians for making a joyful noise unto the Lord!   
 
Soli Deo Gloria - To the glory of God alone! 



KEITH STUMP   CLERK OF SESSION 

On behalf of Session, I wish to present the following membership reports for Erin Presbyterian Church. 
As you may already know, the fiscal year for Erin extends from July of each year through June of the following year, and 
the respective committee reports contained elsewhere in this Annual Report are all based upon that fiscal year.  
However, in regards to annual reporting to/from Presbytery and the PCUSA, the information is instead organized by 
the calendar year (January through December). Therefore, the information I have respectfully included below is based 
upon the Calendar Year 2018 (and not the fiscal year).  
Sincerely, 
Keith G Stump, Clerk of Session 

ERIN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Annual Report of Membership for 2018 

The Session of Erin Presbyterian Church, during its stated monthly meeting on 31 January 2019, reviewed the Church’s 
Membership Rolls and makes this Report to the Congregation: 
 

Summary 
Number of members reported at the close of the year 2017 310 
Corrected Number of members at the close of the year 2017 310 
Additions during 2018 
Number of members added by Confirmation of Faith     0 
Number of members added by Certificate of Membership Transfer     3 
Number of members added by Reaffirmation of Faith 6 
Number of members added by Restoration to Active Roll     0 
Removals during 2018 
Number of members removed by Certificate of Membership Transfer     4 
Number of members deceased    5 
Number of members moved from the Active Roll     0 
Number of members removed due to other conditions 0 
Number of members reported at the close of the year 2018 310 
 

New Members 
15Feb2018 Randolph M Sarles certificate of membership transfer 
15Feb2018 Kellan L Sarles certificate of membership transfer 
15Feb2018 Ben Sarles certificate of membership transfer 
20May2018 Kathleen Ann Kiser reaffirmation of faith 
20May2018 William Kiser reaffirmation of faith 
20May2018 Heath Gaines reaffirmation of faith 
20May2018 Yvette Franklin reaffirmation of faith 
03Jun2018 Amanda Brown Pittman reaffirmation of faith 
03Jun2018 Stephen Todd Pittman reaffirmation of faith 
 

In Memoriam 
06Jan2018 Barbara Brazelton      In Memoriam - Participants 
09Feb2018 John Moxham - elder    03Jun2018 Janna Peevler Boyd 
27Feb2018 Donna Schall - elder    14Dec2018 Martha Anne Kirby 
02Jun2018 Jane Ellen Jackson 
03Nov2018 Hugh Oliver Jaynes, PhD – elder 
 

Removals 
20Sep2018 David Stinnett certificate of membership transfer 
20Sep2018 Cecilia Stinnett certificate of membership transfer 
18Oct2018 Mary Nelle (Wallin) Cate  certificate of membership transfer 
18Oct2018 Michael A Cate certificate of membership transfer 



KEITH STUMP   CLERK OF SESSION    (continued) 

 

New Life 
31Jul2018 Ali Jade Sarles                                                 Sacrament of Baptism 
17Aug2018 Caroline Louise Leckie                       04Nov2018 Elliott Ryan Blanchette 
 

Marriages - None 
The following 2018 Annual Statistical Report was submitted to Presbytery on Feb. 11, 2019.  
 


