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MESSAGE FROM REV. DR. ANNE MCKEE 

Dear Friends at Erin, 
In the following pages, the team leaders and staff of Erin Presbyterian Church will describe ways that  
you at Erin made the love of Christ visible in the past year. Through your ministries of worship and music,  
discipleship, creative expressions, fellowship, and outreach, and through your stewardship of Erin’s  
infrastructure and communication through property, stewardship, and the A/V team you don’t just keep  
a church going. You demonstrate Christ’s love both within the church community and in the world. Jesus 
 told his disciples that loving one another is the identifying mark of the church. The care we offer one  
another and the stranger, the love we make possible through the resources we share and the building we 
gather in are a visual aid, so those outside the church can come to know Christ. In a world where “Christians” 
sometimes are identified with those who are mean, or exclusive, or angry, you show compassion, grace, and 
kindness in ways the world needs. So, while this may look like a program report, it is really a witness report, 
of the actions, small and large, that this congregation has undertaken to demonstrate Christ’s saving  
presence in the world. Good job, everyone! 
 

And of course, I’ve been so honored to serve among you. In this time of transition, we all worked hard.  
We kept programs going and added new ones. I’m especially grateful for the risks the church took in  
switching to livestream worship and the great work of our A/V team. The Pastor Nominating Committee 
worked tirelessly to articulate Erin’s vision and seek (and find!) a new pastor. I’m also grateful for those  
who both lead and participate in two new programs, Pub Theology and the college Bible study. Those new 
endeavors supplement the excellent ongoing work in every program area of the church! As I look back on  
the year, I’m especially humbled by the work you all did to support and then honor the lives of several dear 
members who reached the end of their lives on earth – Pat and Lynn Sexton and Debra Poole. Your love for 
them shined out the love of Christ.  
 

And now, you embark on a new chapter of your long journey as a church, as Rev. Joseph Taber comes to  
join Erin’s community as your next pastor. The transitional period will continue, as you all get to know one 
another and discover new avenues of ministry together. You will, no doubt, start new programs, witness in 
new ways, and discover still more vitality in ministry. And you will continue, in each ministry, to demonstrate 
to the world what Christ’s love looks like.. 
 

I will be praying for you and cheering you on, as you go forward into this year. Thank you so much for your 
faithful witness and for inviting me to be part of your journey. 
 

Love, 
Anne McKee 
Interim Minister 
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DISCIPLESHIP 

Team Members:  Brooks Eggers, Chloe Levering, Anne McKee, Don Quinley, Kellan Sarles, Ann Snodgrass 
 

The new program year began in July with a cross cultural Vacation Bible School and theme Thailand Trek.  
Eight Erin kids and friends and one youth helper attended. 
 

Rally Day, the kickoff to a new year of Sunday School classes, was held in August with the theme Sing a New 
Song.  Using the multi-age “Follow Me” curriculum of the same name, the theme was explored in depth 
across all Sunday School classes throughout August.  For the remainder of the year, classes used a variety of 
curriculums.  Several classes were offered across all age groups – two adult classes, a combined middle and 
high school youth class, and an elementary class.  The adult Hard Sayings class studied the book “Into the 
Mess and Other Jesus Stories” by Debbie Thomas while the Foundations class studied “Why are Presbyterians 
Like That,” the Confessions, and 1 Thessalonians.  Children and youth classes used lessons from Feasting on 
the Word.  Also in August, we welcomed Amelia Brooke to the staff as our Nursery Worker.  Nursery care for 
children 4 years and younger is provided for Sunday School and Worship throughout the year.   
 

Numerous children and youth programs were active this year.  A combined middle-high Youth Group met 
regularly Sunday evenings throughout the school year, under the leadership of our new Youth Director, Chloe 
Levering.  Planet Worship, our children’s worship ministry, met twice a month during the school year and 
studied “What We Believe as Christians.”  Pioneer Club, an activity club for elementary kids, was held  
monthly and explored our National Parks and their unique geography, flora, and fauna.  For months, the  
Discipleship Team worked with Creative Expressions on the Gifts of Children and Youth Worship Service held 
in February.  Nineteen youth and children participated by planning, writing, and leading the worship service 
on Sing a New Song About Tomorrow. 
 

Several adult study groups also met during the year.  Bridgebuilders, our on-line group, met for seven weeks 
in the Fall to discuss America:  One Nation under God. Indivisible?  Thirty-six people from Erin and six other 
congregations participated.  Erin’s Presbyterian Women met in the Fall for a six-week video study: “Hidden: 
Finding Delight in Your Life with Christ” by Allison Allen.  PW met again in the Spring for a Lenten bible study 
on Jesus, “Savior, Servant, Friend.”  
In total, 12-15 women regularly participated in the PW bible studies.  This year, a new study group for  
younger adults, called Pub Theology, was established.  Pub Theology began in March and met once a month 
at Abridged Brewery, adjacent to the church, to share a meal and discuss life and faith issues. Six-ten people 
regularly attended. 
 

In the season of Advent, the worship curriculum “Words for the Beginning” from A Sanctified Art was used in 
worship, children’s and youth Sunday School, and at home with daily devotionals and advent calendars. And, 
during Lent, a five-week Wednesday Night Dinner series provided a simple dinner and table conversation for 
15 people.  Discussion focused on passages from Luke detailing Jesus’ last week with his disciples.   
 

Special events included a youth group pancake dinner fundraiser, a children’s egg hunt on Easter morning, 
and teacher appreciation and graduate recognition in May.  Five teachers were recognized and four 
 graduates celebrated. 
 

Joy Bornhoeft 
Discipleship Team Convener 
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STEWARDSHIP 

Team Members:  Neill Murphy (outgoing Convener), John House (New Convener), Kim Pennington, Craig 
Strand, Ann Snodgrass 
 

The Stewardship Committee monitors the Accounting and Finance functions of the Church.  We assist with 
the budget process as well as conduct the annual pledge campaign.  Our 2024/2025 Actual finances were 
very close to the Budgeted amounts.   
 

This year’s pledge campaign theme was “Rebirth“, to recognize our transition to our new Pastor, Joseph W. 
Taber, IV.  We are happy to report our pledges were 97% of last years, which were at a post-Covid record!  
This should set Erin up nicely for Pastor Taber’s first year.  Thank you, Erin Faithful! 
 

Beginning in August, the Stewardship Committee will try and meet monthly under Convener House, who has 
been Convener before. We will be there to ensure that the transition goes as smoothly as possible.  Erin has 
a strong financial position thanks to The Lord’s blessings!  May it continue to be so. 
 

Prayerfully submitted, 
Erin Stewardship Team 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Team Members: Mike Cate (convener), Anne McKee, Crystal Barile, Kim Jaynes,  Nathan Barber, Phil Watkins, 
and retired Harry Franz. 
  

General Activities 
This year is the first year we had regular monthly Property Team meetings since before covid. During the past 
year we renegotiated our HVAC maintenance agreement from once every 6-months to once every 3-months. 
During the process we reviewed the condition and ages of our numerous HVAC systems. We added mulch to 
the planters twice and trimmed overgrown bushes. We had two large trees removed at the front for safety 
after a large limb fell on the playground fence. The congregation helped with at least 2-workdays during the 
year. 
  

The following are other actions performed over the past year... 
  

• Repaired many HVAC units and toilet fixtures. 
• Modified the hot water system to improve available hot water to certain bathrooms. 
• Managed door security during Sunday Church services. 
• We started the process to replace some light fixtures and re-lamp other along with replacing missing or  
broken lenses. 
  

One of the major actions planned for next year is an overall church property assessment. 
 
 

Submitted by Michael Cate 
Property Team Convener 

PROPERTY TEAM 
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WORSHIP 

Team Members: Rev. McKee (convener), Nancy Berry, Joy Bornhoeft, Joe Jaynes, Kim Jaynes, Kellan Sarles, 
Don Quinley. 
 

The Worship Ministry Team is responsible for coordinating regular and special worship services both  
in-person and virtually, maintaining a beautiful and functional worship space in the sanctuary, coordinating  
and training leadership for worship and communion, providing for preaching and music, and lifting up the 
importance of worship as the heart of Christian community. 
 

In 2024-25, meetings were generally held monthly on the second Thursday of the month at the church. 
Highlights from the year included: 
• Transitioning to live-streaming our worship services. This took a lot of hard work, especially on the part  
of Joe Jaynes, who researched other live-streamed services, led a discussion of Erin’s needs and preferences, 
then purchased equipment, coordinated the process of changing over, trained the A/V team, and continues 
to post our services through Vimeo. 
 

• Several memorial services for long-term and well-loved members, including Pat and Lynn Sexton and 
Debra Poole. 

 

• Coordinating worship and education classes after Rally Day in August, using a curriculum with worship 
helps, “Sing a New Song.” 

 

• Using a coordinated Advent packet from “A Sanctified Art.” 
 

• An Ash Wednesday experiential service, with an AAA-style Triptik to map one’s journey. 
 

In addition to these worship highlights, the team worked to update and develop guidelines and policies  
to articulate Erin’s practices for special services, both to post on the website and to distribute to families  
or individuals as needed: 
• Memorial Services 
• Weddings 
 

The team also created and revised guidelines for various worship leaders at Erin, to articulate current  
practices and to help this leadership go smoothly. We held usher training and communion training, 
to .encourage awareness of the guidelines: 
• Serving Communion 
• Guest Preaching at Erin 
• Usher Guidelines 
• Guidelines for Readers and Guides in worship 
 

The team continued its shared writing of liturgy, which is a lovely reflection of the theological diversity of 
Erin. The team eagerly awaited the arrival of Joseph Taber and got ready to both welcome his ideas and to 
coordinate with him for worship in the coming year.  
 

Rev. Anne McKee 
Worship Team Convener 
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OUTREACH 

The Outreach team directs the allocation of Erin’s mission budget, which is approximately ten percent of the 
overall church budget. For the 2024-2025 fiscal year that ended on June 30, 2025, Erin distributed $40,000  
to our mission partners:  

 
We offer congregation members opportunities to participate further in God’s work by focusing on a different 
mission each month. Here are some of the things we did last year. 
 

Helping in times of great need:  In October we joined churches in our Presbytery in packing cleanup buckets 
for people in upper east Tennessee and western North Carolina affected by severe flooding from Hurricane 
Helene. Members donated sponges, plastic gloves, laundry detergent, trash bags, and other supplies  
specified by Presbyterian Disaster Assistance. Following a quick lunch after church, more than 30 Erin  
members packed fifteen large plastic buckets. The items in each filled bucket cost more than $100.  
 

Serving at FISH Pantry:  One Saturday each quarter a dozen or so volunteers from Erin spent the morning  
at FISH Pantry on Scott Avenue packaging donated food and helping neighbors select groceries for their  
families. Erin members also serve at FISH during the week and on other Saturdays. 
 

Learning about current and potential ministry partners:  In February we highlighted New Hope for  
Guatemala, which establishes and operates schools for indigenous children, and Dan and Elizabeth Turk, 
 who work in agriculture and public health in Madagascar. In April Katie McIlwain, Director of Community 
Ministries at Cokesbury Methodist Church and daughter of Erin member Jim Montgomery, spoke about  
their Fig Tree ministry to unhoused neighbors in west Knoxville. In May we focused on John Knox Center,  
our Presbytery’s beautiful camp and conference center near Kingston, Tennessee. David McKay talked  
about being both a camper and a counselor at Camp John Knox and what the experience meant to  him.  
 

Gathering items to share:  We again sponsored an angel tree for Sunset Gap Community Center. Erin  
members purchased Christmas gifts for 14 children—61 gifts total—and our youth group wrapped all of 
them! We gathered men’s and women’s underwear in January for Volunteer Ministry Center’s program  
for unhoused neighbors. In March we collected 159 packets of seeds for the Morgan Scott Project. They  
distribute seeds along with fertilizer and garden tools to families in rural Morgan and Scott counties so  
they can grow some of their own food.  
 

Contributing to PCUSA Offerings:  Erin members donated nearly $2,000 to our denomination’s annual  
offerings: the Peace and Global Witness Offering for peace and justice efforts in the U.S. and around the  

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance Volunteer Ministry Center 

Dan and Elizabeth Turk, Madagascar McNabb Center 

UKirk, UT Knoxville Compassion Coalition 

Hope House, UT Chattanooga Mobile Meals 

Maryville College Compassion Closet 

Near East School of Theology, Beirut, Lebanon FISH Hospitality Pantries 

New Hope for Guatemala Sunset Gap Community Center 

Morgan Scott Project John Knox Center 

Florence Crittenton Interfaith Health Clinic 

Serenity Shelter Justice Knox 

KUB Project Help   
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OUTREACH ...continued 

world; the Christmas Joy Offering, which helps retired church staff facing financial difficulties and supports 
colleges that develop leaders among students of color; the One Great Hour of Sharing, which supports  
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, the Presbyterian Hunger Program, and the Program for the Self-
development of People; and the Pentecost Offering, which helps at-risk children and encourages young  
people to grow in their faith.  
 

Supporting emerging and time-critical needs:  Part of our budget goes to needs that arise during the year. 
We contributed to the Fig Tree ministry and to KUB’s Project Help for residents who aren’t able to pay their 
electric bill each month, which is critical after the proposed elimination of the federal Low Income Home 
‘Energy Assistance Program. We also sent funds to Pastor Mamisoa Rakotomalala, who visited Erin Church 
several years ago as part of our mission fair. Several years later she was accepted for the master’s degree 
program at Columbia Theological Seminary. She then received a full scholarship for a doctoral program in 
ministry in California, but must cover living expenses for herself, her husband, and her youngest daughter. 
When she graduates next year, she will return to Madagascar as the first PhD faculty member at the 
‘seminary, and will use what she has learned to further the work of the Fiangonan'i Jesoa Kristy eto 
‘Madagasikara, the Church of Jesus Christ in Madagascar. 
 

Advocating for all residents of our community through Justice Knox:  Again this year, Erin Presbyterian  
was an active partner in Justice Knox. Along with 23 other faith communities—Christian, Jewish, Muslim,  
and Universalist—our 26 team members served on committees, attended city council meetings, wrote 
letters, and financially supported a ministry of peace and justice among our neighbors.   
 

Erin had the highest rate of turnout at the Nehemiah Action in April since we joined Justice Knox in 2021, 
bringing the same number of attendees we typically see at a Sunday morning worship service. Because  
congregations all over the city and county faithfully brought their members, the meeting was the largest  
civic gathering in Knoxville’s history at 1,557 city and county residents. The outcome? Our city and county 
mayors were moved to take the actions we endorsed.   
 

On the issues of homelessness and housing instability, Knoxville Mayor Kincannon agreed to commit 
$300,000 toward eviction-prevention programs:  $100,000 to legal aid for renters facing eviction and  
the remainder as part of a $5 million package for emergency home repairs, shelter beds, warming  
shelters, nonprofit service providers, and caseworkers. Knox County Mayor Jacobs agreed to continue  
funding for legal aid and to focus on a goal of net zero homelessness for veterans. He has since laid out  
ambitious plans to build 60 supportive housing units for veterans and seniors on county land with  
donated labor and materials.   
 

Although Justice Knox does not get 100% support from our elected officials for every ask, we recognize  
the power of prayer, numbers, careful research, and methodical, peaceful assembly to bring change for 
our neighbors.  Mayor Kincannon looked out at the Nehemiah Assembly crowd and said, “This is what  
democracy looks like.”  And always, we are reminded that God can accomplish far more than we can ever  
do on our own. 
 

Kim Jaynes 
Outreach Team Convener 
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FELLOWSHIP TEAM 

Diana Brandon (convener), Betty and Dan Gibbs, Pat Wallin, Brooks Eggers, Ann Snodgrass, Jackie Griffin, 
Mary Nelle Cate, Kathy Boyd, Suzanne Lawrence, Lindsey Barber, Anna McKay, and Joy Bornhoeft (when 
needed)  
 

• On June 9, 2024, we had our annual barbeque picnic potluck.  

• The Coffee Team prepared coffee for Sunday School each week during the school year. 
• Breadbreakers met 3 times from October 2024 to June 2025.  

• In the fall of 2024, the team sponsored an Estate Sale for a member in need of help with moving  

      expenses to Assisted Living.  

• We held our annual Christmas potluck on December 8, 2024.  

• We held a reception at the Celebration of Life for Pat Sexton on January 5, 2025  

• We held a reception at the Celebration of Life for Lynn Sexton on February 1, 2025.  

• We held a reception at the Celebration of Life for Debra Poole on February 15, 2025.  

• We held a reception to honor Dr. Anne McKee’s 40th anniversary of Ordination on January 19, 2025.  

• On April 6, 2025, the team gave a baby shower for Amanda Murphy.  

• On Easter, April 20, 2025, we had the Brandon Easter Breakfast serving approximately 90 members.  

• We serve meals to members in need.  For instance, we recently served a meal to the Fellers family after 

the death of Jenny Feller’s mother.  

• Fellowship Team members provide rides for church family to PT appointments and doctor appointments.  

• Our next annual potluck barbeque will be July 6, 2025.  
 

Submitted by Diana Brandon 
Fellowship Team Convener 
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CREATIVE EXPRESSIONS 

The Creative Expressions Ministry focused on three programs this year. 
 

The Erin Youth Writing Collaborative 
Beginning in May of 2024, a group of 6 middle schoolers began meeting to write learn the skills of play 
writing and to use these skills to write the Sonshine Company show that would be produced during the  
24-25 season.  The primary instructor for the collaborative was Cynthia House, assisted by Kelly Boyd.   
The collaborative met most Sunday afternoons for three hours from May until the end of September  
and two Sundays in October. In addition to learning the process for writing a musical and gaining the  
skills required to do so, the group gained the interpersonal skills necessary to function as a collaborative  
and work as a team to construct the musical.    
 

The message they chose for the musical was “Be respectful and inclusive of those with different  
viewpoints and beliefs from yours.”  To deliver this message, they developed a treatment, then an  
expanded plot summary of three acts with three scenes in each act, character profiles for 14 characters,  
and finally composed dialogue that created the script.  In addition, they choose the music and placed it in  
the appropriate spots in the script, designed the set, developed the costume plot and designed all the  
marketing materials. Music for the script was ordered in August.  
 

Finally in September and October, they edited the script to match the actual members who enrolled in  
Sonshine the first week of September.  Composing a musical for 14 young actors is not small task. These  
six young people, succeeded. The scripts were reproduced in the church office and put into notebooks.  
 

The Sonshine Company Musical Theatre Workshop 
For the 2024-25 Sonshine Company season, Sonshine had 18 enrolled members from across the county,  
including three members from the Writing Collaborative, and two high school youth playing adult roles.  
Sonshine met every Wednesday night from 6:30 to 8:00pm and one Saturday a month from the first week  
of September to the last week of April.  The primary director for the troupe was Kelly Boyd, assisted by  
Eliana Jacks and Cynthia House. Rachel Little returned as music director after a sabbatical the previous year. 
was the music teacher and music director for the musical. Cynthia House provided troupe communication, 
developed the schedule and produced the musical to include sets, costumes, marketing, the program,  
budgeting, problem solving and scheduling parent assistance.  
 

This year we had 3 student interns. Eliana Jacks, the Directing Intern and Mackenzie Flemming and Brennan 
Nicaud, the production interns. The 14 younger members began workshops in September designed to help 
them gain the skills necessary to take on a role in the musical.  The older members served as coaches and 
mentors for the younger members during these workshops and later during rehearsals for the musical. This 
show also had roles for two middle school kids, and for two teens in young adult roles. Three of these roles 
were filled by Sonshine Company alumni and one role by a teen totally new to theater. Beginning in late  
November the troupe began work on the musical composed by the collaborative, The Shadow Effect.   
 

From late January to the first of April, Cynthia worked with parents of troupe members to build the set,  
with collaborative members to gather costumes and with a member of the collaborative to design and  
order marketing material while Kelly and Kayla focused on working with actors to learn needed acting,  
dance & vocal skills and blocked and staged the show. Kathy Van Ostrand served as props mistress and  
stage manager. The show program was designed and developed the first two weeks of April by April Cyr.  
 

The show was staged three times, April 11, 12 & 13 and played to a large audience each performance. The 
season concluded on May 17th with a pool party and awards ceremony at the home of John & Cynthia House.   
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CREATIVE EXPRESSIONS  ...continued 

Journey7 (J7) Advanced Acting Workshop 
J7 is an advanced acting workshop for teens from 7th through 12th grade. Matt Lyscas served as the teacher, 
coach and director for this troupe.  The goal of this group is to learn advanced acting skills through work-
shops, role play, improvisation, solo, duo and small group acting, visits to theatre productions, preparation 
for auditions, and from guest instructors.  The troupe also spends time working on theatre resumes needed 
for auditions and on auditioning skills so that members are equipped to audition for roles in shows in the 
community.  
 

In addition to acting skills, J7 also provides members with a safe place to discuss happenings in their lives  
and to understand the connection between their lives and what they bring to the stage.  The group this 
 year had 10 active members. J7 staged a 10 Minute Play Festival in February, 2025.  Three former members 
directed three of the plays, one of whom was Katherine Bornhoeft. The Play Festival was well received with  
a large audience present.   
 

Right Spirit 
Right Spirit, a women’s sextet that formed over 20 years ago, decided to get back together to revive some  
of the songs they best loved to sing and sing occasionally in church services.  The group met for rehearsals 
and thus far have sung in one service.   
 

Submitted by Cynthia House 
Creative Expressions Convener 

BRIDGEBUILDERS 

In the fall of 2024, Erin sponsored the latest in a series of BridgeBuilders courses:  
America: One Nation under God. Indivisible?  
 

Thirty-six people, some from Erin and six other congregations, enrolled in the free 7-week on-line course.  
Moderators were Kim Jaynes, the Rev. Ann Brunger, and Kellan Sarles, with guest appearances by Dr. Mark 
Hulsether. Prompted by reading materials and presenter notes, participants explored the philosophy of 
Christian nationalism, its history, its compatibility with our constitution, its agenda, actors and financiers. 
Most importantly, we weighed its grounding and objectives against our understanding of Christ’s mission  
and teachings. Because there were numerous opportunities for small-group discipleship planned for the 
spring, Erin decided not to host a spring 2025 course.  
 

Beginning September 8th, however, BridgeBuilders will return with a new on-line course:  “Our Immigrant 
Neighbors”. Course objectives will include learning the terminology (refugee, asylum seeker, green card  
holder, etc.) the history of immigration law and policy in the US, the demographic and political changes  
over time, the current emphasis on control and deportation, as well as how to engage constructively with 
immigrants and services. As always, the course will have a Christ-centered point of reference. This free 
course will be led by moderators Cynthia House, Kim Jaynes, and Kellan Sarles.   
 

Kellan Sarles 
BridgeBuilders Convener 
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NANCY BERRY   ORGANIST, ACCOMPANIST, HANDBELLS 

 

Over the past year, I‘ve had the pleasure of performing piano and organ duets during worship with the  
exceptionally talented pianist, Dr. Janice James. In addition to our collaborations, Janice has enriched our 
worship with her beautiful piano solos. We are truly blessed to have her as a part of our congregation.  
 
We welcomed several guest musicians this past year who generously shared their talents with us. 
 In January, Hannah Ludwig, a visiting gifted mezzo- soprano, enriched our worship service with her beautiful 
voice. Violist Robyn James performed a duet with her mother, Dr. Janice James. On Easter Sunday, we were 
delighted to have David Snodgrass on trombone and David Westrich on trumpet accompany both the choir 
and congregation.  
 

A Special Music Fund has been established in order to hire talented instrumentalists and soloists to enhance 
our worship service. If you would like to contribute to this fund, please go to Erin’s website and click 
“Donations” and scroll down to “Special Music Fund”. Any size contribution is appreciated.  
 
JOYFUL SOUNDS HANDBELL ENSEMBLE  
Erin’s intergenerational four octave handbell choir, Joyful Sounds Handbell Ensemble, rehearses each 
Wednesday from 6:30-7:30 from August through April and participates in worship six or seven times a year. 
 It has been a joy working with this talented group of ringers, as together we prepare music to glorify God.  
A sincere thank you to our 2024-2025 ringers: Stacie Armsworth, Rose Armsworth, Diana Brandon, Riley 
Chapman, Janice James, Joe Jaynes, Mike Jones, Chloe Levering, Anna McKay, Susan Miller, Cathy Van  
Ostrand, Jenny Rogers and Nicole Waters.  
 
Soli Deo Gloria-To the glory of God alone!  
Submitted by Nancy Berry  
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JOSEPH JAYNES   CHOIR AND AUDIO/VISUAL  DIRECTOR 

The Choir performed throughout the 2024-2025 church year for worship services and special occasions,  
including the memorial services for long-time members Lynn and Pat Sexton, who we will miss greatly.  
We also enjoyed the gifts of many soloists, small groups, and those in the Creative Expressions ministry,  
particularly during the summer months when the choir is on hiatus. The Choir sings, on average, 3 Sundays 
each month, leaving 1-2 Sundays for other groups like the hand bell ensemble, soloists, small vocal groups, 
and instrumentalists. 
 

In addition to performing as a vocal group, the Choir takes time each week to strengthen the bonds of  
fellowship and support that unite us. Each rehearsal provides a time for sharing joys and concerns, and  
for offering them up to God together in prayer. The Choir has experienced God’s answer to prayer on many 
occasions. 
 

I thank God for providing the resources and gifts that we need to fulfill the ministries to which He calls us.  
I am constantly encouraged and lifted up by the devotion of each Choir member as we minister together.  
The Erin congregation offers continual encouragement and support to the music ministry, and I know that 
everyone involved appreciates that support very much. 
 

Membership in the Choir is open to everyone, high-school age and older. A basic ability to read music is 
helpful, but not required. The group rehearses Wednesdays, 7:30-8:30 pm, in the Choir room. 
 

Thanks, as always, to our Organist, Nancy Berry, whose talent and devotion are great blessings for Erin. It  is 
such a joy to work together with her in Erin’s ministry of music. 
 

Joe Jaynes, Choir Director 
 

Choir Members (May 2025) 
Stacy Armsworth 
Joy Bornhoeft 
Diana Brandon 
Rob Cameron 
David Eggers 
Cynthia House 
John House 
Kim Jaynes 
Chloe Levering  
Susan Miller 
Neill Murphy 
Don Quinley 
Kellan Sarles 
Ann Snodgrass 
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APRIL CYR   OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR 

This year has been full!  The interim pastor, Rev. McKee, has kept me busy with several projects, new  
policies, and a very busy year with Session.  I love a full, busy work day! 
 

It was time to bring the Church Newsletter into the 2020s by learning how to use canva.com to create them. 
This was also a necessity due to Microsoft’s decision to make Publisher obsolete by October 2026.   
I’m also continuing to learn more about advertising, and some simple rules for keeping things readable,  
cohesive, and aesthetically pleasing. I have more to learn, but the process has been interesting and fun! 
 

Joy and I hosted a Fall Coffee Club and Craft event  on November 11th. Several women attended, and we 
made pumpkins out of fall-themed fabric and TP rolls, and decorated with birch stems, flowers and tags.  
Everyone had a great time and it’s such a fun way to enjoy fellowship. 
 

July 18th of this year will be my 9th anniversary as the Office Administrator here at Erin. I continue to  
celebrate every milestone with humble wonder that the Lord would allow me to serve Him in His very own 
house. I’m so grateful for the love and laughter in my life because of all of you, for fulfilling work, and the way 
we all support one another.  
 

I’ve been preparing for Rev. Joseph Taber’s arrival by creating him a binder of everything I think he will need 
to have on hand for his first year with us. We’ve also been in email contact about various things, and the staff 
had the chance to enjoy a zoom meeting with him. Joseph seems very grounded in God’s Word, very 
thoughtful, intelligent, organized, and a lot of fun! I look forward to meeting him and his family in person 
soon. 
 

Thank you, as always, for the privilege of serving. 
 

April Cyr 
Office Administrator 
admin@erinpresbyterian.org 
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CHLOE LEVERING  YOUTH DIRECTOR 

In September of 2024, Chloe Levering accepted the position of Youth Director at Erin Presbyterian.  
Also in September, the Youth Group kicked off meetings with a pizza party and had about 7 youth attend. 
Afterward, we continued to meet on Sunday evenings from 6:30-8:00pm. Around 2-5 youth are typically  
present. 
 

In October, the Erin Youth met with other churches at Farragut Presbyterian for a Small & Mighty gathering, 
which was a game night event.  
 

Beginning in December and going into February of 2025, the Youth helped pick a theme and plan for the Gifts 
of Children service.  
 

In mid-December the youth partnered with the Outreach committee to wrap presents for Sunset Gap’s Angel 
Tree.  
 

On February 23rd, 2025, the youth and children hosted the Gifts of Children service for the congregation.  
Also in February, the Youth hosted the “Souper Bowl of Caring,” a fundraiser collecting donations after  
worship for FISH Pantry.  
 

We were busy in March 2025. On the 2nd, the Youth hosted a pancake dinner as a fundraiser for their  
upcoming mission trip in the fall. On March 13th, they packed emergency bags at that month’s Small & 
Mighty meeting at Farragut Presbyterian.  
 
The Youth Group wrapped up for the summer after Knox County Schools were out, and will resume again in 
August.  
 

 


