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Erin Presbyterian Church August 2025

Hey folks!
This is the first time I’ve gotten to address the
congregation since the meeting at which y’all
called me to be your next pastor! Thanks for
that, by the way. I was so excited to come to
this church, and so grateful to the Pastor
Nominating Committee for all their hard work,
but it is the church’s action which confirms
the call which both the PNC and I felt. Now
that we have seen God’s providence bringing
us together for the next chapter of our stories,
we can begin to get to know one another!

One of the things y’all will learn about me over
time is that I am exceedingly Presbyterian. I,
therefore, want to start with one of my favorite
quotations from the Book of Order, an excerpt
from G-2.0504: “[Pastors] are to be
responsible for a quality of life and
relationships that commends the gospel to 
all persons and communicates its joy and
justice.” 

I want to set that tone from the very
beginning. My life and my relationships are
meant to show the joy and justice of the
gospel to all persons. I’m so grateful that my
life includes this congregation. I’m so excited
about the new relationships  that we are
beginning. I’m eager to begin to share joy and
work towards justice with all of y’all. I also 

want to share a bit of what that will look like
from my end:
Firstly, I love a good hug and will almost
always welcome hugs from anyone. I
recognize, however, that many people are not
huggers. I also recognize that not everyone
feels comfortable telling their pastor “no.” So
when you meet me, I will wait for you to show
me how you would like to be greeted. Hugs,
handshakes, high fives, or even a wave are all
equally valid ways to greet me. I want to greet
you where you are and will return whatever
greeting suits your preference.

Secondly, I’m here to meet you in your real life.
If your home is a mess, don’t feel like that will
offend me. I want you to know that we can
explore the joy and justice of the gospel
together regardless of how messy or tidy your
home, or your life, may be. Scripture is pretty
clear on whether or not I should be judging
people. So don’t worry about what I think
about you or your life. I think you’re a beloved
child of God, and I’m grateful to do this life of
faith alongside you.

Thirdly, I’m going to be prioritizing building
relationships in this first phase of my ministry
alongside this congregation. While drop-ins
are usually welcome, you are more likely to 



connect with me if you let me know you’re
coming. I anticipate that much of my early
ministry will be spent building relationships
where people are building their lives, rather
than in the Pastor’s Study. I encourage you to
schedule a time to join me for lunch at a local
restaurant or for us to grab coffee (or a beer)
together.  

Lastly, I’m going to continue to prioritize the
life and relationships I’ve built with my family.
We are all very excited about participating in
the life of this church family, but there are also
times when I will prioritize being fully present
for my family in all our messiness and joy.
They are such a source of joy in my life, and I
treasure my relationship with them.

Life and relationships, joy and justice. I’m so
excited to see y’all in worship on August 10th,
and in the community thereafter!

Your Brother in Christ,
Rev. Joseph W. Taber IV
Pastor, Erin Presbyterian Church

RALLY DAY IS AUGUST 10TH!
9:15am Coffee and Breakfast Treats
All ages gather in the Fellowship Hall
9:30am Introduction to theme: 
Live in Community
9:40am Sunday School
Children and youth go to their designated
classrooms for the first lesson on the new
theme.Adults remain in the fellowship hall
and will continue to meet there throughout
August.
11am Worship in the Sanctuary
For the first month of Sunday School, all ages
will be using the same curriculum and
studying the same bible stories. The theme
Live in  Community will consist of 4 lessons:

CONNECTIONSCONNECTIONS

·Gather Across Differences
·Feast and Listen
·Uplift Those in Need
·Support Those Who Depart
The practice of living in community is not
particular to Christians but is intrinsic to
being a Christian. Between the first and final
books of the Bible, Scripture is filled with
stories and teachings about life in
community with God and our neighbors. God
created humans to live in community and to
work together to share abundant life.
Through this series, we will explore what living
in community truly means, with all its
challenges and blessings.



WELCOME RECEPTION
 

Please join us for a Welcome Reception on
August 10 after worship to meet and greet the
Taber family. We are all so excited to help our
new minister and his family become a part of
our Erin family.
 

HOUSEWARMING FOR LEAH TABER
 

On Saturday, August 23, at 10:30 in the
Fellowship Hall, we will be hosting a “modern
take on an old-fashioned pounding”/
housewarming party for Leah Taber. This
invitation is for all Erin ladies and will be a
fun way to get to know Leah and also help to
re-stock their pantry after their move. We will
be sending out a list of items/suggestions
online to help choose items that the Tabers
use/need. Please plan to attend this fun way
to welcome her to our church family.
Refreshments will be served.
Sign up in the bulletin or contact Diana
Brandon at dmarybrandon49@gmail.com.
 

THANK YOU FROM ANNE
Dear Erin friends,
I want to say thank you for the lovely
celebration you gave me on Sunday, July 27.
All the elements – the kind words from Diana,
Don, and the Session; the incredibly generous
and thoughtful gifts that you all contributed
to; the beautiful reception, and the touching
words of goodbye from each of you filled my
heart to overflowing. When I came to Erin in
January 2024, I had good memories of having
visited here way back in 1993, when our young
family had just moved to town. We were living
in West Hills, right across Kingston Pike, and
we found a welcome here. We didn’t stay,
because I quickly began working in a church.
But it has been a joy, these many years later,
to be among you at this much later stage of
life. You are the same dedicated, energetic, 

FELLOWSHIPFELLOWSHIP
and faithful people I remember, and there
are, of course, many new faces, but the same
energy. I am grateful for all of it, and for who
you are.
I will quote Paul’s words that we read on
Sunday: “Though I am absent in body, I am
with you in spirit.” Please know I will be
praying for all of you as you continue your
transition, welcoming and getting to know
Joseph, Leah, and William. I know God will
continue to use you to spread Christ’s love,
a love I have been honored to share in with
you.
                                                    Many blessings,
                                                                        Anne

PASTORAL CARE THE FIRST WEEK OF
AUGUST
If you have a need or emergency from
August 1st-9 , please call the church at th

865-588-5350 day or night, and April will
direct you to the person you need.



BAKING & CRAFT SALE FOR JUSTICE KNOX
 

Every Sunday at Erin is a sweet time of
worship, but August 24th will be the sweetest!
On the 24th, we will hold our annual Justice
Knox Bake Sale, and this year it will be even
better: The sale will include crafts produced
by Erin "makers." You will appreciate a few
other changes, as well: Items will be available
for purchase (not bidding) in the fellowship
hall beginning at 9am and continuing until
12:15! 
You can shop before Sunday School and
enjoy a free cup of gourmet coffee along with
samples from the tasting tray! You can also
pick up craft items for stocking stuffers or
hostess gifts! 
As in the past, we will raffle gift baskets,
drawing winners' names at the end of the
worship service.  
 

Don't miss this sweet time of 
shopping and fellowship!
At Justice Knox, we believe 
that everyone deserves a "slice of the pie"!! 
 

PUB THEOLOGY GROUP AT ABRIDGED
 

Do you have questions about faith or just
want to chat about life and make deeper
friendships at Erin? Do you identify either as
Gen-X or Millennial, or at least consider
yourself part of the “younger” set of Erin’s
membership? 
Join the Pub Theology Group at Abridged on
August 7th from 6-7pm! We provide childcare
in the Family Life Center, so it’s easy to drop
the kids off on your way to Abridged. 
If you’d like more info, email Nathan Barber
at nathan.barber213@gmail.com.  Or, for
questions about childcare, contact Joy
Bornhoeft at cec@erinpresbyterian.org.
 

BAKE SALE, THEOLOGY & BBBAKE SALE, THEOLOGY & BB
FALL BRIDGEBUILDERS
Monday, September 8th, 7:30pm
 

Coming Fall 2025 BridgeBuilders presents,
“Immigration and the Christian Response:
Understanding People, Policy, and Principles”
(Free and open to all – regardless of
participant’s church/faith tradition)
This free 8-session online class will explore
immigration through the lens of Christian
faith, examining the biblical call to hospitality
and justice, alongside a practical
understanding of U.S. immigration systems.
Topics will include immigration statuses and
terminology, the constitutional and legal
foundations of immigration policy, historical
and current trends, and the roles of local,
state, and federal agencies. 
Moderators Kim Jaynes, Cynthia House, and
Kellan Sarles will share the microphone with
immigrants and immigration navigators from
the Knoxville community. Through discussion,
study, and reflection, participants will engage
both heart and mind, equipping themselves
to respond faithfully and knowledgeably to
one of the most pressing moral and political
issues of our time. The first of eight Monday
evening Zoom Sessions will begin on Monday,
September 8th at 7:30pm.
All communication, including suggested
readings, will be sent via the email address
you provide when you register.
Please register at this link by August 30  by
clicking here:
https://www.erinpresbyterian.org/bridgebuild
ers/  
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                                PLANET WORSHIP RETURNS  
                                               AUGUST 24  TH
 

                           Planet Worship is our children’s    
                           worship program for children
                        4 years old – 5  grade. Children
attend regular worship with their families for
the first half of the 11am service, then after the
Family Sermon, children leave the sanctuary
and go to the Family Life Center for special
age-appropriate lessons.

th

Planet Worship will meet on the 2  and 4
Sundays each month beginning August 24
(with the exception of holidays and school
breaks). 

nd th

th

This month, we’ll study the Book of Acts and
learn how the early church lived in
community to worship God and support each
other.

YOUTH GROUP IS BACK!
 

I am excited to announce that we will be
diving back into Sunday night youth groups
starting on Rally Day- August 10th. Youth
group is from 6:30-8:00 on Sunday evenings
for ages sixth through twelfth grade. We invite
all our youth to come join us Sunday evening
for Bible studies, games, crafts, and more! I
cannot wait to gather weekly again for our fun
activities and great conversations. 
Upcoming youth events:

Regular youth groups on Sunday night,
6:30-8:00
Youth Mission Trip to Jonesville, Virginia
with Appalachia Service Project

We can’t wait for our home repair mission trip
in Jonesville this fall, and more mission
opportunities to come this year!
Chloe Levering
Youth Director
 

FAMILY MINISTRY & MOREFAMILY MINISTRY & MORE

MEN’S BREAKFAST
 

Join the men of Erin Presbyterian Church the
second Saturday of each month as they get
together for a hearty breakfast, fellowship,
and conversation. 
Breakfast begins at 9am in the Fellowship
Hall. Sign up in the bulletin or email April at
admin@erinpresbyterian.org to attend.



VOLUNTEERS & BIRTHDAYSVOLUNTEERS & BIRTHDAYS

Happy Birthday
 

6  Kevin Griffin
14  Mary Frierson
15 Lucas Barber
17  Effie Fellers

21  Kellan Sarles
24  Lucy Cate


