
the donation center first thing Monday
morning.
                                                 They used what’s  
                                                 called an    
                                                 apheresis machine  
                                                 to draw my blood 
                                                 and separate the  
                                                 stem cells before  
                                                 returning the rest 

of the blood (and a bit of saline to replace the
lost volume) to my body. Fortunately, my body
responded well to the injections, so I had
plenty of stem cells to spare, and the donation
ended up only taking a little over four hours to
complete, during which time I was pretty well
confined to a very comfortable hospital
recliner.

To me, this is a story of God’s providence,
not any achievement or merit of mine. God
provided wisdom and cleverness to dozens 
or hundreds of scientists and medical
professionals to make this process possible.
God provided the NMDP so that I didn’t have
to pay for the medical testing or the travel
to the donation site. God provided hope to 
a woman whose blood was betraying her
body, and used my bones to do it.

I said in a recent social media post that God
put something inside me that a fellow child-
of-God needed in order to be healthy. All I had
to do was share. While that was literally true
for me this time, I think it’s true of all of us in
less literal and less dramatic ways. God has
provided each of us with something that our
neighbor needs. Paul writes in I Corinthians
12:7 that “A demonstration of the Spirit is 
given to each person for the common good.”

God has provided you with a gift for the
common good. It may not be as dramatic
as a bone marrow match, but it is there, and
it is important. All you have to do is share.

Your brother in Christ,
Rev. Joseph W. Taber IV
Pastor, Erin Presbyterian Church
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THE BEACON
Hey folks!
Newsletter articles were due on Monday,
August 25th. When April sent out the reminder
email, I channeled my inner English Major and
asked for an extension on this particular
writing project.

Because I want to shape my experience
donating bone marrow. And my donation day
was also August 25. The following is a much
condensed version of a story that crosses
multiple states and almost two decades.

Freshman year of college, a friend of mine and
Leah’s organized a Bone Marrow typing drive.
We had our blood drawn, analyzed, and added
to the National Marrow Donation Project
registry. For most people, that’s the end of their
Bone Marrow donation story. Matching with
another person, even an immediate family
member, is rare.

Fast forward to late April of this year: a
representative of the NMDP reached out to me
and told me I was a preliminary match for a
patient, and asked if I was willing to proceed
with the process, potentially leading to a
donation. A blood test identified me as the
preferred match, and the NMDP once again
asked if I was willing to proceed to donation.
They don’t want to give specific hope to the
patient when there’s not a commitment to
complete the process.

Five days before my donation, I began to
receive three injections per day of a
medication that would stimulate my bone
marrow to produce additional stem cells. The
side effects were some aches in my bones,
especially my hips, and some moderate
fatigue. The worst of these side effects
coincided with my “days off,” (Friday and
Saturday), so I was able to go through the
process with minimal disruption to my other
commitments.

Then Sunday, after worship, I flew from
Knoxville to West Palm Beach, Florida, and
stayed overnight in a hotel so I could be at
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HELP FOR BRIDGE REFUGEE SERVICES 
Although the new federal administration has
shut down new refugee admissions, Bridge
still supports a number of families who are
transitioning to self-sufficiency. 
 Many of these families have recently had 
 or are expecting babies, so Erin Church 
 will collect basic baby items throughout  
 September. 
This ties in with our fall BridgeBuilders series
on immigration, and with the Peace and
Global Witness Offering and World
Communion Sunday on October 5. 

Bring diapers and wipes, new onesies, socks,
and other baby clothing (size newborn
through 6 months), blankets, baby lotion and
shampoo, diaper cream, and other practical
needs. Place them in the decorated box in the
narthex, and after we deliver our donations,
we’ll try to get pictures of the babies and their
families so we can see where they went!

Bridge Refugee Services began in Knoxville in
1982, and now they also have an office in
Chattanooga. In the past 10 years they have
resettled more than 2,400 refugees from
Africa, Southeast Asia, Eastern Europe, Central
and South America, and the Middle East. Erin
Church worked with Bridge to sponsor a
family from Russia in the 1980s and a mother
and her four children from Liberia in the early
2000s.

Refugees come to the US (and other
countries) because they are unable to return
to their home countries due to a well-founded
fear of persecution due to their race,
membership in a particular social group,
political opinion, religion, or national origin.
Many come here from United Nations refugee
camps. They are vetted by the UN and by the
US State Department, Department of Defense,
and FBI in a thorough process that can take
more than a year. Most refugees come with 

OUTREACH
only the clothes they’re wearing and a
package of documents.

As the official resettlement agency for east
Tennessee, Bridge Refugee Services helps
refugees learn how to live in the US. Before a
family arrives, staff arrange for housing and
procure furniture, food, and household items.
Once the family is here, they find jobs to help
them become self-sufficient as soon as
possible. They set up adults with English
classes, help enroll children in school, and
help families navigate their new communities.
To find out more, check out their website at
bridgerefugees.org

FISH PANTRY DAY!
SAVE THE DATE! Our next FISH Pantry Service
Dayis Saturday, September 27 from 9am t
1pm. Watch for signup sheets in the bulletin
later this month. This is a rewarding
opportunity to lend a hand distributing food to
people in Knoxville who need help. Erin has
committed to volunteer one Saturday each
quarter to this much-needed ministry.
Whether you’ve helped in the past or want to
come along for the first time, we’d love to
have you join us.

PEACE & GLOBAL WITNESS OCTOBER 5
The Peace and Global Witness Offering is one
of three that our denomination collects each
year. On World Communion Sunday, which is
the first Sunday in October, we give to
promote the peace of Christ by addressing
conflict and injustice around the world.
Individual congregations keep 25% of the
funds gathered by their congregation for
efforts important to them. Mid-councils retain 

https://www.bridgerefugees.org/


worshiping bodies across our city to practice
kindness, love, mercy, and do justice. 
 

On October 5th, Erin' will host its 5th annual
"house meeting" in the Fellowship Hall
following worship. The purpose is to hear
reports of the progress Justice Knox has
made on existing campaigns and to listen to
each other for the things that "keep us up at
night" i.e. the worries we have about our
safety, our financial status, our health, our
schools, our environment, and our families.
Often these worries result from unjust
practices experienced by many that go
unrecognized and unchecked. 
 

Safe, affordable housing is an issue named
year after year. As a result of Justice Knox's
campaign, we are seeing steady gains in
housing inventory. The homelessness
epidemic was another and, because of the
persistence of Justice Knox, county and city
mayors and agencies are working together
like never before to house even the hardest-
to-place individuals in appropriate housing
with support services.
 

ALL Erin members are invited to our Oct. 5th
listening session. (You do not have to have
been a team member previously.) A light
lunch will be provided; the meeting will last
approximately 90 minutes. We would be
delighted to see you there! 
 

-Kellan Sarles and David Eggers

CHURCH CALENDAR  MEETING
Important for Ministry Conveners...
We will meet in the Jaynes Classroom on
Monday, September 22  at 1:15pm to add
dates to the Church Calendar together.  If
you’re not able to attend this meeting, please
send April your dates through May 2026 by
Friday the 19  so she can include them in the
meeting.  If there are any double-bookings
and you’re not at the meeting, we’ll work it out
via email.

nd

th

25% for regional ministries of peace and
reconciliation, and the remaining 50% is used
by the PC(USA) to advocate for peace and
justice here and around the world through
education and Christian witness.

To donate to the Peace and Global Witnes
offering you can write a check and drop it in
the offering plate using the special envelopes
in the pew racks; mail a check, marked Peace
and Global Witness Offering, to the church
office; or go to Erin’s website
www.erinpres.org, click on DONATE in the
menu at the top of the home page, and select
“Special Offerings” in the Choose a Fund box.
Either way, know that your gift will help spread
Christ’s much-needed peace in our
community, our region, and around the world. 

EGG CARTONS & GROCERY BAGS
Why are people bringing grocery
 bags and egg cartons to church?
The Outreach team collects clean
 plastic grocery bags for FISH Pantry to use in
packaging produce for distribution. FISH
receives large pallets of produce, from apples
to zucchini, and volunteers package them in
family-sized amounts. FISH staff were buying
plastic bags until they realized that donated
plastic grocery bags would work just as well.

FISH also gets eggs in four-foot pallets and
volunteers pack them in cartons by the dozen
or half dozen. Please help them out by
donating your grocery bags and egg cartons,
and placing them in the large orange box in
the narthex. 

JUSTICE KNOX ANNUAL HOUSE MEETING
Erin Church is poised to begin Year 5 with
Justice Knox! At Erin, working for justice within
our larger community has become an
essential part of our culture. We are a body of
believers who pray for, work for, and sacrifice
for our neighbors whose voices are seldom
heard. We link arms with believers of 24 

OUTREACH & JUSTICE KNOX
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Pioneer Club returns
Wed. Sept. 3  rd

6:30-7:30 pm
Family Life Center

Pioneer Club is a “hands-on” activity club for
kids 4 years old – 6  grade that meets once th

a month (1  Wednesdays) during the school
year. This year’s theme is “Wacky
Wednesdays with Dr. Seuss.” Kids will explore
the many works of Dr. Seuss and learn
valuable life lessons through his unique
stories and characters. Lessons are hands-on
with lots of science fun, crafts, games, and
culinary creations.

st

Our book for September is Wacky Wednesday,
of course!

Planet Worship 
September 14 and 28

Planet Worship will meet on the 2  and 4
Sundays each month with the exception of
holidays and school breaks.

nd th

This month we will be learning about the
Books of the Bible and how to use our Study
Bible resources.

FAMILY MINISTRY
FUN FOR THE YOUTH AT ERIN!
Hi Erin families! 
This September, we are all-in with Youth
Group meetings on Sunday nights, 6:30-8:00!
Ages 6th through 12th grade are invited for
games, crafts, and more! 

YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday School is also in session with youth
classes led every Sunday morning before
worship at 9:30am. Both Sunday School and
Youth Group are in the youth group room, the
second-to-last door in the long hallway
across from the choir room. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL RETREAT
The Presbytery Middle school retreat is at
Camp John Knox, September 26-28. The
theme is “A Story to Tell,” and the weekend
will feature outdoor activities on the lake and
around the camp! Worship and keynote
speakers will also speak every day about the
theme and their faith. To register online, click
here:
https://www.presbyteryeasttn.org/middle-
school-retreat/  Or contact Chloe! 

Check out our activity from youth group last
week - planting flower seedlings. No flowers
yet, but we will be checking every week as we
grow plant,s and also in our faith! 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL IN SEPTEMBER

HARD SAYINGS CLASS
It was nearly 20 years ago when Cynthia and I
handed over the reins of the high school
Sunday School class and started an adult
class. We chose a series of books, known as

PRE-TEEN RETREAT FUN!
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Hard Sayings of the Bible, starting with Hard
Sayings of Jesus by F. F. Bruce. Which is why, if
you didn’t know, our class has been called the
Hard Sayings Class even though we long ago
finished with that book and several others in
the series, notably Hard Sayings of Paul, Hard
Sayings of the Old Testament and Hard
Sayings of the New Testament. 

These books are an exegesis, that is an effort
to explore the meaning, of the verses that are
most challenging, and thus most likely to be
explained away or ignored. The good stuff, the
stuff that challenges us and gives our faith
and understanding complexity and depth. 
None of the current members of the class
were part of it that long ago, and in discussing
what we would study this semester, we
decided to once again pick up the first of the
books, Hard Sayings of Jesus. If such study
appeals to you, we will pick up the first Sunday
of September and we’d love for you to join us. 
-John House

FOUNDATIONS SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS
Our second adult class, the Foundations
Class, will also meet in the new education
wing on the main floor beginning September
7th. For our first meeting, we will discuss
several curriculum and study options for the
fall semester, and will welcome your
suggestions and input! 
 

CHILDREN & YOUTH
The Children and Youth Sunday School
classes begin a new year of lessons from
"Feasting on the Word," a lectionary-based
curriculum from PCUSA. Both classes will
study the same scripture each week, with
age-appropriate activities that usually align
with the text and sermon in worship for that
given week.
 

WORDPLAYERS PRESENTS @ERIN CHURCH...
“Walking Across Egypt”
Upon discovering a stray dog on her back
porch, Mattie Rigsbee decides she's too old to
keep a pet and calls the dogcatcher. Little
does she know that the dogcatcher, Lamar
Benfield, will open her eyes to a whole world
she never knew existed, a world that includes
car theft, prison breaks and a juvenile
delinquent named Wesley who is as
desperate for a family as she is. 

Armed with only her mouthwatering corn
bread and a deep abiding faith in the
Almighty, Mattie is determined to woo Wesley
to the side of God and good Southern
manners…if she can just manage to stay out
of jail herself. 

Adapted by Catherine Bush from the novel by
Clyde Edgerton 

SHOW DATES
September 25, 26 & october 2, 3 at 7:30pm
September 28 & OCtober 5 at 2:30pm
at Erin Presbyterian Church
200 Lockett Road, Knoxville, TN 37919
 

Tickets will be available now!
Adults: $22  Students: $18 Available online and
at the door
*Thursdays are PAY WHAT YOU WISH –
donations taken at the door with cash,
 check, or card.

LIVE-STREAM VOLUNTEERS WANTED
Anyone interested in exploring the
possibilities can just come up to the loft
any Sunday morning and watch what goes
on.

SUNDAY SCHOOL & MORE



VOLUNTEERS & BIRTHDAYS

6  Joe Jaynes
7  Donald Quinley
11  Andy Sarles
21  Larry McKay
27  Kay Pennington
29  Nicole Waters


