
Immigration and the 
Christian Response:
Understanding people, policy, 

and principles

SESSION 1: UNDERSTANDING THE TERMINOLOGY 
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Green Card

Illegal immigrant

Refugee

Asylum seeker

Permanent resident

Temporary visa

Undocumented

Humanitarian 

parole
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TPS

Dreamer



Of all US foreign-born residents in 
2023 (51 million): 

49%

19%

5%

8%

19%

Naturalized citizens: 25.3M

Lawful permanent residents: 9.9M

Temporary visas: 2.4M

Some legal protection: 3.9M

No legal status: 9.7M
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Immigrant: 

 A person who comes to this 

country expecting to stay here 

permanently. 
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Temporary visa programs

Tourist visa:

 B-1  Travel for business

 B-2  Travel for tourist or 

           medical purposes
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Temporary visa programs

Student visa:

 F-1   Academic 

 M-1  Vocational

    J-1   Work-study program, camp counselor,  

             visiting scholar, research assistant

7



Temporary visa programs

Temporary worker visa:

  More than 20 types: agricultural        
  workers, temporary religious workers,      

    foreign media representatives,      

    intercompany transfers, internationally  
    recognized athletes or entertainers,  

  cultural exchanges, or “individuals with 
  extraordinary abilities or achievements.” 
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Permanent immigration

US policy is based on:

▪  Reuniting families
▪  Admitting people with skills that 

    help our economy 
▪  Offering humanitarian protection 
▪  Promoting diversity by admitting 

    people from different countries 
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Lawful permanent resident = green card!
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Family-based immigration

US citizens may apply 

for legal permanent 

resident status for:

 Spouses

 Minor children who are 
not married

 Parents, if the sponsoring 
US citizen is over 21
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Limited spots are also 

available for:

 Adult children of US 
citizens

 Brothers and sisters of 
US citizens



Family-based immigration

Legal permanent residents may 

apply for legal permanent 
resident status for:

 Spouses

 Minor children who are not married

 Unmarried adult children
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Employment-based immigration

Each year 140,000 visas are set aside 

for permanent employment-based 
immigrants AND their spouses and 

minor children.
 

Based on 5 preference categories:
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Employment-based immigration

Persons of extraordinary ability in the 
arts, science, education, business, or 
athletics; outstanding professors and 
researchers; multinational executives 

and managers

Members of professions with advanced 
degrees, or persons of exceptional 
ability in the arts, science, or business
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Employment-based immigration

Skilled workers with at least two years of 
training or experience, professionals with 
college degrees, or other workers for 
unskilled labor that is not temporary or 

seasonal

Special immigrants such as religious 
workers, employees of US foreign service 
posts, former US government employees, 

and some others
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Employment-based immigration

Persons who invest a required amount 
and remain invested for at least two 
years in a job-creating enterprise that 
will employ at least 10 full time US 

workers 
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Diversity-based immigration

Per-country limits: 
Limits how many people can come to the US 
each year as legal permanent residents from 
a specific country. For 2023, it was 7% of all 
US immigrants in that year. 

Diversity visas: 
55,000 visas available each year for 
applicants from countries with fewer than 

50,000 US immigrants in the past 5 years. 
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Humanitarian relief

Refugees: 
Are unable or unwilling to return to their 
home countries due to a well-founded fear 
of persecution due to their race, 

membership in a particular social group, 
political opinion, religion, or national origin. 

   Must apply individually from a transition  
   country, usually a UN refugee camp.
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UNHCR Refugee Camps

Left: Syrian refugee 

camp in Jordan

Below: One of the largest 

UN refugee camps in 

Kenya
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Refugees admitted, 1980-2025 20



Humanitarian relief

Asylees: 
Are unable or unwilling to return to their 
home countries due to a well-founded fear 
of persecution due to their race, 

membership in a particular social group, 
political opinion, religion, or national origin. 

   Apply for asylum individually from within the
   US, or at a US port of entry.
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Refugees may apply for lawful permanent 
resident status (green card) after they have 
been in the US for one year. 

Asylees may apply to be lawful permanent 
residents one year after their asylum is 
granted. 

Refugees and asylees can then apply for US 
citizenship after they have been a lawful 
permanent resident for 4 more years. 
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Humanitarian relief

 Temporary protected status (TPS): 
Granted to people from specially designated 
countries who cannot return to their home 
country due to “natural disaster, extraordinary 

temporary conditions, or ongoing armed 
conflict.”  

  
   For 6, 12, or 18 months; does not necessarily

   lead to lawful permanent resident status.
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Humanitarian relief

Deferred enforced departure:
Protects individuals from being deported if 
their home countries are unstable and 
returning would be dangerous. 

   Entirely at the discretion of the president. 

   Does not necessarily lead to lawful permanent
   resident status.
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Humanitarian relief

Deferred action for childhood arrivals (DACA):
US residents brought here before they were 
16 years old who have lived continuously in 
the US since June 15, 2007 may remain in the 

US and work for 2 years as long as they have 
no criminal record and have graduated from 
high school or college. 

 Must renew every 2 years. No lawful 
permanent resident status.
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Humanitarian relief

Humanitarian parole:
Allows people to enter the US even if they do 
not meet requirements of a refugee and 
cannot immigrate through other legal means. 

 Temporary, for urgent humanitarian reasons or    
significant public benefit.

 No lawful permanent resident status, but may
    apply for work authorization.
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New lawful permanent residents
in 2023 (1,172,910)

65%

17%

6%

5% 3%

4% Family based

Employment based

Diversity based

Refugees

Asylees

Other

27



Citizenship requirements

 Lawful permanent 
resident for 5 years

 No criminal history or 

immigration 

infractions

 Continuous residency 

in the US

 Pass examination in 

US history and civics
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Of all US foreign-born residents in 
2023 (51 million): 

49%

19%

5%

8%

19%

Naturalized citizens: 25.3M

Lawful permanent residents: 9.9M

Temporary visas: 2.4M

Some legal protection: 3.9M

No legal status: 9.7M
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The Green Card Game: 

Find Your Path to US Citizenship

TheGreenCardGame.com
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https://www.cato.org/blog/try-catos-new-immigration-game-find-path-us-citizenship


Immigrants and federal benefits
* changed since January 2025

Green Card Refugee/

Asylee

DACA Work/Student 

visa

Asylum 

applicant

Not 

documented

Social Security Yes Yes Maybe Maybe Maybe No

Medicare Yes No* No* No* No* No

Medicaid/CHIP Yes No* No No No No

ACA insurance Yes Yes No* Maybe Maybe No

ACA subsidy Yes No* No* No* No* No

SNAP Yes No* No No No No

TANF Yes Yes No No No No

Section 8 housing Yes Yes No No No No

Federal student aid Yes Yes No No No No

Head Start Yes Yes No* No* No* No*

K-12 public school Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
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