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Question:  
If you had a chance to read the pre -
readings that were sent out, what were 
your global take aways, if any?



The History of Immigration in America: Global 
From the founding of the nation until today:
Å51 Congressional Acts signed into law
Å7 Treaties or Agreements put in place
ÅMultiple Bans and prohibitions on various groups an activities
Å20+ Supreme Court cases
Å7+ Programs or Emergency measures
Å1000+ Executive Orders
ÅImmigration Bureau Established
ÅEmancipation Proclamation 
Å14th  Amendment ratified
ÅDepartment of Homeland Security Established 3



The History of Immigration in America

The United States has always been a 
nation of immigrants.  From the 
earliest European settlers to the 
diverse communities that make up the 
country today, immigration has 
ĢñÅěÞØ ĩñÞ ćÅĩóčć˳Ģ óØÞćĩóĩļ˓ ÓĭāĩĭĞÞ˓ 
and society.  
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The History of Immigration in America

§ñÞ ÓčĭćĩĞļ˳Ģ óĆĆóìĞÅĩóčć ěčāóÓóÞĢ 

have evolved significantly, mostly 

reflecting the social, economic, and 

political climate of the time. 
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The story of U.S. immigration 
begins long before the 
establishment of the nation itself, 
with the migration of European 
settlers to North America in the 
16th  & 17 th  century when the 
borders were open to settlers.
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The History of Immigration in America

In the early years of the colonies, 
immigration was largely unrestricted 
with wide open borders. The country 
was vast and sparsely populated, so 

Great Britian encouraged immigration 
to help settle the land and build the 

economy.
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The History of Immigration in America: The Colonial Period

Individuals arrived in the British colonies 
two ways. Some were forced to immigrate, 

through transportation or slavery, while 
čĩñÞĞĢ ÓÅĆÞ ĹčāĭćĩÅĞóāļ˘ ˰§ĞÅćĢěčĞĩÅĩóčć˓˱ Å 

criminal term for forced emigration, a 
common practice, allowed Britain to expel 

its social undesirables, criminals, and others 
to populate its North American colonies.
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The History of Immigration in America : The Colonial Period

Britian and other European countries ignored the lax 
naturalization processes in the colonies, which 
granted immigrants the rights of Englishmen, 
regardless of how or why they had immigrated.
However, in 1773 Parliament became concerned 
ÅÑčĭĩ ĩñóĢ āÅĻćÞĢĢ ÅćØ āóĆóĩÞØ ĩñÞ ÓčāčćóÞĢ˳ ÅÑóāóĩļ ĩč 
grant naturalization and other group rights, 
angering colonialists and adding to the grievances 
that led to the Declaration of Independence. 
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The History of Immigration in America: 1776 - 1830

1
0

American politicians grappled with Citizenship issues while 
the Constitution was being drafted. 
Three fundamental concepts support U.S. citizenship law, and 
their relative importance shifts depending on the era.
Å Jus soli, the right of the soil, those born on U.S. soil are 

automatically granted citizenship. 
Å Jus sanguinis, the right of blood, those born to U.S. citizens 

in other countries.
Å Pledged allegiance, those civically committing to the United 

States become U.S. citizens. 



The History of Immigration in America : 1776 - 1830
Post - Ratification Period
The Constitution gave Congress the power to establish a 
uniform rule of naturalization  in Article I, Section 8, and made 
immigrants eligible for all federal offices except the presidency 
and, later, the vice presidency.
However, immigration  was regulated by the states as part of 
their policing powers ˦banishing criminals and noncitizens, 
denying entry to the poor and even attempting to ban whole 
races.
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The History of Immigration in America : 1776 - 1830
Post - Ratification Period
In the 1790 US census, the population was 3.9 million -  80.7 
percent white and 19.3 non - white, most African slaves. 
Congress passed the Naturalization Act of 1790, extending 
citizenship to free white persons of good character who had resided 
in the U.S. for two years and took an oath of allegiance. This Act 
was the first law to define eligibility for citizenship by 
naturalization. It created a short and uniform path to citizenship 
without gender, religious tests, skills tests, or country of origin 
requirements. 12



The History of Immigration in America : 1776 - 1830
Post - Ratification Period
Naturalization Act of 1795

The fear of a large foreign-born population with voting rights could 

undermining national security led Congress then passed the 

Naturalization Act of 1795, which increased the residency requirement 

to five years, added a clause requiring prospective citizens to declare 

their intention to naturalize three years before doing so, and changed 

άƎƻƻŘ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊέ ǘƻ άƎƻƻŘ ƳƻǊŀƭ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΦέ
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The History of Immigration in America : 1776 - 1830
In response to a possible war with France, Congress passed 
a series of bills in 1798 known as the Alien and Sedition Acts 
ĩñÅĩ ÞĻěÅćØÞØ ĩñÞ ëÞØÞĞÅā ìčĹÞĞćĆÞćĩ˳Ģ óćĹčāĹÞĆÞćĩ 
in immigration policy. 
Aliens were subject to the threat of national 
surveillance, arbitrary arrest and deportation. 
The residency requirement increased to 14 years with 
declaration of intent to naturalize 5 years before.
These acts granted a new power to the President to deport 
noncitizens deemed to be a threat to the US via decree.  
Much of these Acts expired in 1801.
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The History of Immigration in America : 1776 - 1830
Post - Ratification Period
The first wave of immigrant s

250,000 European immigrants arrived 
between 1783 and 1815.

In 1819, economic depression and the worry 
that Britain might ship their poor to the United States made 
Congress less pro- immigration. While Congress lacked direct 

power to control immigration, in 1819 it indirectly regulated 
immigration by limiting the number of passengers 

that a ship could carry based on its tonnage. 15



The History of Immigration in America : 1830 to 1910
The Second and Third Waves of Immigrants and 
Expansion of the Federal Government
The second wave of immigrants began around 1830. 

Most immigrants in this second wave relied on credit 

or family remittances to pay for their passage to the US, 

causing the number of indentured servants to significantly 

decline. International developmentsτsuch as the Irish Potato 

famine beginning in 1845 and the European political revolutions 

of 1848 τ helped push immigrants to the US. Conditions at home 

and abroad increased the number of immigrants from 599,125 

during the 1830s to 1,713,251 during the 1840s. 16



The History of Immigration in America : 1830 to 1910
The Second and Third Waves of Immigrants and Expansion of 
the Federal Government
Antebellum Period
During this Period, immigrants were mainly German, Irish, 
English, Canadian, and French who had different cultures and 
religions, particularly the German craftworkers and Irish 
Catholics, both of which created political backlash and prompted 
the emergence of nativist political parties. Nativists also worried 
about wage competition, use of welfare programs, and the 
religious dichotomy between the new Catholic immigrants and 
primarily Protestant native - born. 17



The History of Immigration in America : 1830 to 1910
The Second and Third Waves of Immigrants and Expansion of 
the Federal Government
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The History of Immigration in America : 1830 to 1910
The Second and Third Waves of Immigrants and Expansion of 
the Federal Government
Civil War and Postbellum Expansion
When the Civil War began in 1861, demand for workers in
war industries increased. Under the Lincoln administration, 
Congress passed the Homestead Act in 1862, which gave land 
grants to U.S. citizens and immigrants who were eligible for 
naturalization and were willing to settle and develop the land for 
five years, and the Act to Encourage Immigration of 1864, also 
known as the Contract Labor Act, which allowed private employers 
to recruit foreign workers, pay their transportation costs and 
contract their labor.
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The History of Immigration in America : 1830 to 1910
The Second and Third Waves of Immigrants 
and Expansion of the Federal Government

The Naturalization Act of 1870 
 After much debate in Congress, this Act 
ìĞÅćĩÞØ ćÅĩĭĞÅāóŁÅĩóčć ĞóìñĩĢ čćāļ ĩč ˰ÅāóÞćĢ 
who were free white persons, and to aliens 
of African nativity and African descent. It 
excluded Asians and American Indians.
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The History of Immigration in America : 1830 to 1910
The Second and Third Waves of Immigrants and 
Expansion of the Federal Government
The Progressive Era
The 14th Amendment
{ǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άŀƭƭ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ōƻǊƴ ƻǊ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭƛȊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

United States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of 

ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ ǿƘŜǊŜƛƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜǎƛŘŜΦέ .ǳǘ 

birthright citizenship did not apply to descendants of Chinese 

immigrants. The Supreme Court ruled against this.

Page Act of 1875, restricted the immigration of Chinese contract 

laborers, convicts, and many Chinese women. 21



The History of Immigration in America: 1830 to 1910
The Second and Third Waves of Immigrants and 
Expansion of the Federal Government
The Progressive Era
Between 1861 and 1890, 10.4 million immigrants 
arrived in the United States, mainly of Southern and 
Eastern European descent. This wave was more than 
twice the size of the previous wave, which had 4.9 
million immigrants of mostly Northern European 
descent, who migrated to the United States between 
1831 and 1860. By 1890, the foreign - born portion of 
the U.S. population was 14.8 percent. 
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The History of Immigration in America: 1830 to 1910
The Second and Third Waves of Immigrants 
and Expansion of the Federal Government
The Progressive Era
In the early 1900s, Progressives argued immigrants impeded the 
ÅÓñóÞĹÞĆÞćĩ čë Åć ˰óØÞÅā ĢčÓóÞĩļ˓˱ ÓčĆĆóĩĩÞØ ÓĞóĆÞĢ˓ ÅÑĭĢÞØ 
welfare, depressed innovation and lowered native - born 
American wages while scholars argued that certain ethnicities 
ñÅØ ˰óćĩĞóćĢóÓ ÓñÅĞÅÓĩÞĞóĢĩóÓĢ˱ ĩñÅĩ ĺčĭāØ ěĞÞĹÞćĩ ÅĢĢóĆóāÅĩóčć˘ 
They wanted mandatory literacy tests, and eugenics - inspired 
racial and ethnic exclusions of Jews, Asians, and Africans. 23



The History of Immigration in America: 1910 to 1930 
The Second and Third Waves of Immigrants and Expansion of 
the Federal Government
Dillingham Commission, World War I, and 
The National Origins Act 
Progressives and nativists used the Dillingham Report as evidence 
óĆĆóìĞÅćĩĢ ëĞčĆ cčĞĩñÞĞć ÅćØ ºÞĢĩÞĞć :ĭĞčěÞ ĺÞĞÞ ˰óććÅĩÞāļ 
ĢĭěÞĞóčĞ ĩč ĩñčĢÞ ëĞčĆ ~čĭĩñÞĞć ÅćØ :ÅĢĩÞĞć :ĭĞčěÞ˘˱ ! ĆÞĆÑÞĞ 
had cherry - picked the data. When large numbers of Northern and 
Western Europeans were found seeking welfare, the Commission 
backed down. Regardless, policymakers embraced the report and 
its recommendations because it confirmed their prejudices. 24



The History of Immigration in America: 1910 to 1930
The Second and Third Waves of Immigrants and Expansion of 
the Federal Government
The Progressive Era
Before 1921, immigration laws pertained primarily to which 
immigrants to exclude, while any immigrant not specifically 
excluded could migrate. Beginning in 1921 and continuing until 
today, the opposite has been true: federal agencies decide which 
immigrants to admit and deny entry to those not explicitly 
approved.
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The History of Immigration in America: 1910 to 1930
The Second and Third Waves of Immigrants and Expansion of the Federal 
Government
The Progressive Era 
National Origins Act 
The Immigration Act of 1924, aka the National Origins Act, 
reduced the annual quota from 358,000 to about 164,000 and 
established a per country cap that awarded 82 percent of the 
world quota to immigrants from Western and Northern 
European countries, 14 percent to immigrants from Eastern 
and Southern European countries, and only 4 percent to 
immigrants from the remaining Eastern Hemisphere .
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The History of Immigration in America: 1910 to 1930
The Second and Third Waves of Immigrants and Expansion of the 
Federal Government
The Progressive Era 
The 1924 Immigration Act
The 1924 Immigration Act did not place quotas on immigrants from 
countries in the Western Hemisphere resulting in spiked immigration 
from Mexico and Canada replacing Asian and European immigrant 
laborers. Restrictionists  argued that Mexicans could not legally 
óĆĆóìĞÅĩÞ ÑÞÓÅĭĢÞ ĩñÞļ ĺÞĞÞ óćÞāóìóÑāÞ ëčĞ ÓóĩóŁÞćĢñóě ÅĢ ˰ĆóĻÞØ 
ÑĞÞÞØĢ˱˦a legal argument based on a statute that limited 
immigration to only those who could naturalize. 27



The History of Immigration in America: 1930 to 1965
The Great Depression, World War 
II, and Post - War Recovery
The 1924 Act significantly reduced 
the number of legal immigrants 
entering the United 
States.  Throughout the entire 
decade of the 1930s, legal 
immigration averaged 69,938 
annually. The number of 
immigrants arriving in the US 
dropped by 90 percent from 1924 to 
1940. 28



The History of Immigration in America: 1930 to 1965
The Great Depression, World War II, and Post - War 
Recovery
As the country entered the Great Depression, 
Secretary of Labor William N. Doak thought that 
deporting illegal immigrants would create jobs 
for natives. As a result, the federal government 
deported more than one million Mexicans and 
persons of Mexican ancestry in what was known as 
˰ĞÞěÅĩĞóÅĩóčć˓˱ ÞĹÞć ĩñčĭìñ ÅěěĞčĻóĆÅĩÞāļ ˂ʼ ěÞĞÓÞćĩ 
of the deportees were U.S citizens, having been born 
in the United States to Mexican Parents. 29



The History of Immigration in America: 1930 to 1965
The Great Depression, World War II, 
and Post - War Recovery
In 1940, Congress passed the Alien 
Registration Act that forced noncitizens 
to register with the federal government, 
provide fingerprints, and notify the 
government in the event of an address 
change. The law also made prior 
involvement in the Communist, Fascist, 
or Nazi political parties grounds for 
deportation. 30
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The History of Immigration in America: 1930 to 1965
The Great Depression, World War II, and 
Post - War Recovery
Under these conditions, and just two months 
after the United States entered into World War 
II, President Franklin D. Roosevelt issued 
Executive Order 9066, establishing 
concentration and detention camps for 
Japanese and Germans inside the US.
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The History of Immigration in America: 1930 to 1965
The Great Depression, World War II, and Post - War Recovery
World War II Refugee Policy and Reform
Historically, the United States was a refuge for displaced persons 
and those fleeing persecution.

But the 1920s immigration laws did not allow exceptions to the 
quotas for refugees. As Adolf Hitler rose to power in Germany in 
the 1930s, a refugee crisis mounted that Western countries mostly 
ignored or actively worsened . 
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The History of Immigration in America: 1930 to 1965
The Great Depression, World War II, and 
Post - War Recovery
In the United States Congress was so 
indifferent to the refugee crisis that it 
defeated a 1939 proposal that would have 
facilitated the migration of 20,000 
children from Nazi Germany, even though 
all the children had U.S. family sponsors.
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The History of Immigration in America: 1930 to 1965
The Great Depression, World War II, and Post - War Recovery
The disconnect between the actions and words of Western 
governments prompted Hitler to remark:

˰Pĩ óĢ Å ĢñÅĆÞëĭā ÞĻÅĆěāÞ ĩč čÑĢÞĞĹÞ ĩčØÅļ 
how the entire democratic world dissolves in tears of pity, 

but then, in spite of its obvious duty to help, 
ÓāčĢÞĢ óĩĢ ñÞÅĞĩ ĩč ĩñÞ ěččĞ˓ ĩčĞĩĭĞÞØ ěÞčěāÞ˘˱
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The History of Immigration in America: 1930 to 1965
The Great Depression, World War II, and Post -

War Recovery
The postwar revelation of the Holocaust shamed 

the US for its pre - war anti - refugee policy and 
generated political support for the passage of the 

Displaced Persons Act of 1948 and the Refugee Relief Act 
of 1953. 

These two pieces of legislation helped facilitate 
the post - war immigration of refugees.
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The History of Immigration in America: 1930 to 1965
The Great Depression, World War II, and 
Post - War Recovery
During World War II, the federal government 
instituted the Mexican Labor Program, The 
Bracero Program, that allowed 50,000 to 80,000 
Mexican laborers to enter, giving farmers 
facing severe labor shortages and wage 
controls access to laborers. Along with a 
minimum wage standard and housing 
protections, the program also established terms 
of return for Mexican workers. 
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The History of Immigration in America: 1930 to 1965
The Great Depression, World War II, and Post - War Recovery
Shifting Perceptions and the 1952 Immigration and Nationality 
Act
Congress passed the Immigration and Nationality Act of 1952, which 
increased the quota for Europeans from outside of Northern and 
Western Europe, granted the Department of State the ability to 
deny entry to those it thought would lower native wages, repealed 
ĩñÞ ʽ˄˄ʼĢ˳ ěĞčñóÑóĩóčćĢ ÅìÅóćĢĩ ÓčćĩĞÅÓĩ āÅÑčĞ˓ ĢÞĩ Å ĆóćóĆĭĆ 
quota of a hundred visas for immigrants from every country, and 
promoted family reunification. 37



The History of Immigration in America: 1930 to 1965
The Great Depression, World War II, and Post - War Recovery
Shifting Perceptions and the 1952 Immigration and Nationality 
Act
The 1952 act created four preference categories:
Å50 percent of the quota to immigrants with needed skills.
Å30 percent to parents of adult citizens.
Å20 percent to the spouses and children of legal residents, and any 

unused green cards to the siblings and adult children of citizens.
ÅAnd nonimmigrant visa categories that are familiar to us today. 

38



The History of Immigration in America: 1930 to 1965
The Great Depression, World War II, and Post - War Recovery
Shifting Perceptions and the 1952 Immigration and 
Nationality Act
The Immigration and Nationality Act further removed the ban on 
Asian immigration and many due - process safeguards that 
protected immigrants from deportation abuses. 
˰ĺóĩñčĭĩ ñÞÅĞóćìĢ čĞ ëóćØóćìĢ˓ 
and without the possibility of judicial 
review, would be the beginning of a 
ěčāóÓÞ ĢĩÅĩÞ˘˱
Sen. Hubert Humphrey
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The History of Immigration in America: 1965 to 2000
Reopening the System
The Immigration and Nationality Act of 1965
This Act ended the national quota system and replace it with a 
preference system for immigrants from the Eastern Hemisphere. 
It created categories of immigrants that included sons and 
daughters and siblings of U.S. citizens; spouses and unmarried 
sons and daughters of green card holders; members of 
professions like engineers and physicians; scientists and artists 
of exceptional ability; skilled and unskilled workers in areas of 
labor shortages; and some refugees . 40



The History of Immigration in America: 1965 to 2000
Reopening the System
The Immigration and Nationality Act of 1965
Congress set 74 percent of the available green cards for family 
members, 20 percent for workers, and 6 percent for refugees. 
Under the new system , the number of immigrants from the 
Western Hemisphere increased because the family - reunification 
portions expanded migration from Latin America. The Act did 
not replace the Bracero Program with a guest worker program, 
increasing illegal migration. The removal of racial restrictions 
increased the number of Asian and Hispanic immigrants.
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The History of Immigration in America: 1965 to 2000
Reopening the System
Legal immigration expanded after the 1965 act. 
Between 1966 and 1980, the average annual 
number of immigrants increased by 150,000, 
compared to the yearly averages between 1952 
and 1965. By 1980, 6.2 percent of the 226 million 
U.S. population was foreign - born, and 524,295 
immigrants entered legally that year. Illegal 
immigration also grew, in part, because the 1965 
act did not create a way for lower - skilled workers 
to enter the country and legally work. 42



The History of Immigration in America: 1965 to 2000

43

Reopening the System
The Immigration Reform and Control Act
The influx of illegal immigrants forced 
Congress to act.  Using recommendations 
made by the 1980 Select Commission on 
Immigration and Refugee Policy, and despite 
political posturing, a transmuted version of 
the bill, called the Immigration Reform and 
Control Act (IRCA), passed in 1980.



The History of Immigration in America: 1965 to 2000
Reopening the System
Ultimately, IRCA did not create a way for 
future low - skilled migrants from Mexico 
and Central America to enter lawfully. 
Although IRCA boosted the number of 
Border Patrol agents along the southwest 
border to roughly 3,350 by 1988, illegal 
immigration still increased.
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The History of Immigration in America: 1965 to 2000
Reopening the System
Immigration Act of 1990
Congress passed the Immigration Act of 1990 to increase 
the immigration of skilled workers and increased the 
number of green cards issued annually to 675,000. Despite 
ĩñÞ ěĞčìĞÅĆ˳Ģ ćÅĆÞ˓ /čćìĞÞĢĢ ÓĞÞÅĩÞØ óĩ ćčĩ ĩč óćÓĞÞÅĢÞ 
immigrants flows from Africa and Asia but rather Ireland.
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The History of Immigration in America: 1965 to 2000

Reopening the System
Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation 
Act 
This act made most noncitizens ineligible for means - tested welfare, 
authorized the states to deny providing welfare such as Medicaid 
to immigrants, and delayed the possibility to receive welfare for 
most immigrants for five years.
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The History of Immigration in America: 1965 to 2000
Reopening the System
Congress passed the Antiterrorism and 

Effective Death Penalty Act and the Illegal 

Immigration Reform and Immigrant 

Responsibility Act in 1996. These bills 

increased the penalties for illegal entry, 

created mandatory detention for many 

classes of noncitizens, and expedited 

deportation procedures for certain cases.
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