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The History of Immigration in America

Question:

If you had a chance to read the pre -
readings that were sent out, what were
your global take aways, If any?



The History of Immigration in America: Global

From the founding of the nation until today:

A51 Congressional Acts signed into law

A7 Treaties or Agreements put in place
AMultiple Bans and prohibitions on various groups an activities
A 20+ Supreme Court cases

A7+ Programs or Emergency measures

A 1000+ Executive Orders

Almmigration Bureau Established

A Emancipation Proclamation

A 14t Amendment ratified

A Department of Homeland Security Established



The History of Immigration in America

The United States has always been a
nation of immigrants. From the
earliest European settlers to the
diverse communities that make up the
country today, iImmigration has
GiAéepbPd TiAab C¢AT 6
and society.
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The History of Immigration in America
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have evolved significantly, mostly

reflecting the social, economic, and

political climate of the time.
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The History of Immigration in America

In the early years of the colonies,
Immigration was largely unrestricted
with wide open borders. The country
was vast and sparsely populated, so
Great Britian encouraged immigration
to help settle the land and build the
economy.




The History of Immigration in America: The Colonial Period

Individuals arrived in the British colonies
two ways. Some were forced to immigrate,
through transportation or slavery, while

CTAPGG OACP LcEai éi AGoa
criminal term for forced emigration, a
common practice, allowed Britain to expel
Its social undesirables, criminals, and others
to populate its North American colonies.




The History of Immigration in America : The Colonial Period
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Britian and other European countries |gnored the lax:
naturalization processes in the colonies, which
granted immigrants the rights of Englishmen,
regardless of how or why they had immigrated.

However, in 1773 Parliament became concerned
ANCTT TA6G aALEéEPGG AE@ ao6CoHT
grant naturallzatlon and other group rights,
angering colonialists and adding to the grievances
that led to the Declaration of Independence
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The History of Immigration in America: 1776 - 1830

American politicians grappled with Citizenship issues while
the Constitution was being drafted.

"hree fundamental concepts support U.S. citizenship law, and
their relative importance shifts depending on the era.

A Jus soli the right of the soil, those born on U.S. soil are
automatically granted citizenship.

A Jus sanguinis the right of blood, those born to U.S. citizens
In other countries.

A Pledged allegiance those civically committing to the United
States become U.S. citizens.



The History of Immigration in America: 1776 -1830

Post - Ratification Period
The Constitution gave Congress the power to establish a

uniform rule of naturalization In Article |, Section 8, and made
Immigrants eligible for all federal offices except the presidency
and, later, the vice presidency.

However, immigration was regulated by the states as part of
their policing powers 1 banishing criminals and noncitizens,

denying entry to the poor and even attempting to ban whole
races.



The History of Immigration in America: 1776 -1830

Post - Ratification Period
n the 1790 US census, the population was 3.9 million - 80.7
nercent white and 19.3 non -white, most African slaves.

Congress passed the Naturalization Actof 1790, extending
citizenship to free white persons of good character who had resided
In the U.S. for two years and took an oath of allegiance. This Act
was the first law to define eligibility for citizenship by
naturalization. It created a short and uniform path to citizenship
without gender, religious tests, skills tests; or'country of origin

requirements.



The History of Immigration in America : 1776-1830

Post - Ratification Period SES TR
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The fear of a large foreigmorn population with voting rights could
undermining national security led Congress then passed the
Naturalization Act of 1795, which increased the residency requirement
to five years, added a clause requiring prospective citizens to declare
their intention to naturalize three years before doing so, and changed
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https://blogs.archives.qld.gov.au/2018/04/17/part-3-what-some-land-records-may-contain/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/

The History of Immigration in America : 1776-1830
In response to a possible war with France, Congress passed

a series of bills in 1798 known as the Alien and Sedition Acts
TAAT PLEAECOPOD Tihib ébP@bGAa
IN Immigration policy.

Aliens were subject to the threat of national

survelllance, arbitrary arrest and deportation.

The residency requirement increased to 14 years with
declaration of intent to naturalize 5 years before.

These acts granted a new power to the President to deport
noncitizens deemed to be a threat to the US via decree. D
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The History of Immigration in America: 1776 -1830

Post - Ratification Period
The first wave of iImmigrant s

250,000 European immigrants arrived
between 1783 and 1815.

& k! 1n 1819, economic depression and the worry
that Britain might ship their poor to the United States made
Congress less pro- immigration. While Congress lacked direct
power to control immigration, in 1819 it indirectly regulated
Immigration by limiting the number of passengers
that a ship could carry based on its tonnage. D



The History of Immigration in America : 1830 to 1910

The Second and Third Waves of Immigrants and
Expansion of the Federal Government I T
5

The second wave of immigrants began around 1830 /i"’f‘n" m,..
Most immigrants in this second wave relied on m;gij’ - ' '*"
or family remittances to pay for their passage to the ‘eﬁ*‘“ 1  \__ ’[ﬁ}
causing the number of indentured servants to signiflcantly
decline. International developmentssuch as the Irish Potato
famine beginning in 1845 and the European political revolutions
of 18481 helped push immigrants to the US. Conditions at home
and abroad increased the number of immigrants from 599,125

during the 1830s to 1,713,251 during the 1840s. D
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The History of Immigration in America : 1830 to 1910

The Second and Third Waves of Immigrants and Expansion of
the Federal Government

Antebellum Period
During this Period, immigrants were mainly German, Irish,

English, Canadian, and French who had different cultures and
religions, particularly the German craftworkers and Irish

Catholics, both of which created political backlash and prompted
the emergence of nativist political parties. Nativists also worried
about wage competition, use of welfare programs, and the
religious dichotomy between the new Catholic immigrants and
primarily Protestant native -born.



The History of Immigration in America : 1830 to 1910

The Second and Third Waves of Immigrants and Expansion of
the Federal Government
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The History of Immigration in America : 1830 to 1910

The Second and Third Waves of Immigrants and Expansion of
the Federal Government

Civil War and Postbellum Expansion
When the Civil War began in 1861, demand for workers in

war industries increased. Under the Lincoln administration,
Congress passed the Homestead Act in 1862which gave land

grants to U.S. citizens and immigrants who were eligible for
naturalization and were willing to settle and develop the land for

five years, and the Actto Encourage Immigration of 1864also

known as the Contract Labor Actwhich allowed private employers

to recruit foreign workers, pay their transportation costs and D
contract their labor.



The Second and Third Waves of Immigrants
and Expansion of the Federal Government

The Naturalization Act of 1870

After much debate in Congress, this Act
I GAST P@ EATT GAadotLAT 6¢¢
who were free white persons, and.to aliens —
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of African nativity and African dé&scent. It
excluded Asians and American Indians.



https://opentextbc.ca/postconfederation/chapter/2-5-canada-captures-the-west-1867-70/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/

The History of Immigration in America : 1830 to 1910

The Second and Third Waves of Immigrants and
Expansion of the Federal Government
any person... EQUA

The Progressive Era

The 14t Amendment PR o'ﬂ:c ON gf +hy )
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United States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of
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birthright C|t|zensh|p did not apply to descendants of Chinese
Immigrants. The Supreme Court ruled against this.

: No Sk .Shall den

Page Act of 1875estricted the immigration of Chinese contract
laborers, convicts, and many Chinese women. D



The History of Immigration in America: 1830 to 1910

The Second and Third Waves of Immigrants and
Expansion of the Federal Government

The Progressive Era

Between 1861 and 1890, 10.4 million immigrants
° Q nnnnnn arrived in the United States, mainly of Southern and
. =0\ Eastern European descent. This wave was more than
@EWE twice the size of the previous wave, which had 4.9
”"’fi”l’i million immigrants of mostly Northern European
po e descent, who migrated to the United States between

1831 and 1860. By 1890, the foreign -born portion of
the U.S. population was 14.8 percent.



The History of Immigration in America: 1830 to 1910
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The Second and Third Waves of Immigrants
and Expansion of the Federal Government

The Progressive Era iy

In the early 1900s, Progressives argued immigranté Impeded th
AOfiobLbPCPhP¢T ¢é& AéE  60OpbpAa GEOODPT I
welfare, depressed innovation and lowered native -born

American wages while scholars argued that certain ethnicities

ARAG O0¢6T GOEGHO OARAGAOT PGOHGT 60G.
They wanted mandatory literacy tests, and eugenics -inspire

racial and ethnic exclusions of Jews, Asians, and Africans. h



The History of Immigration in America: 1910 to 1930

The Second and Third Waves of Immigrants and Expansion of

the Federal Government

Dillingham Commission, World War |, and

The National Origins Act

Progressives and nativists used the Dillingham Report as evidence
6CC61 GAET G éGEC cc¢GTAPGE AcC@ °bGi|
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had cherry - picked the data. When large numbers of Northern and
Western Europeans were found seeking welfare, the Commission
backed down. Regardless, policymakers embraced the report a

Its recommendations because it confirmed their prejudices. D



The History of Immigration in America: 1910 to 1930

The Second and Third Waves of Immigrants and Expansion of
the Federal Government

The Progressive Era

Before 1921, immigration laws pertained primarily to which
Immigrants to exclude, while any immigrant not specifically
excluded could migrate. Beginning in 1921 and continuing until
today, the opposite has been true: federal agencies decide which
Immigrants to admit and deny entry to those not explicitly
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approved.




The History of Immigration in America: 1910 to 1930

The Second and Third Waves of Immigrants and Expansion of the Federal
Government

The Progressive Era
National Origins Act

The Immigration Act of 1924aka the National Origins Act,
reduced the annual quota from 358,000 to about 164,000 and
established a per country cap that awarded 82 percent of.the
world quota to immigrants from Western and Northern
European countries, 14 percent to immigrants from Eastern
and Southern European countries, and only 4 perecent to
Immigrants from the remaining Eastern Hemisphere
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The History of Immigration in America: 1910 to 1930

The Second and Third Waves of Immigrants and Expansmn of the
Federal Government ool

The Progressive Era
The 1924 Immigration Act

The 1924 Immigration Act did not place quotas on
countries in the Western Hemisphenesulting in spiked immigration

from Mexico and Canada replacing Asian and Europeaﬁ?iﬁﬁmigrant
laborers. Restrictionists argued that Mexicans could not legally
6CC61 GATp NPOAT GpbP TAbPl | PGP 06¢ba.
N G b bl @@gal argument based on a statute that limited

Immigration to only those who could naturalize.




The History of Immigration in America: 1930 to 1965

The Great Depression, World War
Il, and Post - War Recovery

The 1924 Acsignificantly reduced
the number of legal immigrants
entering the United

States. Throughout the entire
decade of the 1930s, legal
Immigration averaged 69,938
annually. The number of
Immigrants arriving in the US
dropped by 90 percent from 1924 to

1940.




The History of Immigration in America: 1930 to 1965

The Great Depression, World War Il, and Post -War
Recovery

o
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As the country entered the Great Depression,
Secretary of Labor William N. Doak thought that
deporting illegal immigrants would create jobs
for natives. As a result, the federal government
deported more than one million Mexicans and
persons of Mexican ancestry in what was known as

 Gbeé&AT GOAT 6CEE.. pPLPE TAETin AéeGe
of the deportees were U.S citizens, having been born .
In the United States to Mexican Parents. -



The History of Immigration in America: 1930 to 1965

The Great Depression, World War I,
and Post - War Recovery

In 1940, Congress passed the Alien
Registration Act that forced noncitizens
to register with the federal government,
provide fingerprints, and notify the
government in the event of an address
change. The law also made prior
Involvement in the Communist, Fascist,
or Nazi political parties grounds for
deportation.

F@ AT-3 Reglstrarion 6 l 5 8 \; l 9

Numbasr

ALIEN REGISTRATION RECEIPT CARD

wenichiro Taked

e/c Officer ia Charge
Imigretion & &0 o
dule Lake wmA
Neweal, ualifomisa

KEEP THIS CARR, L Kesh assrerd-alihraonbes.



https://ddr.densho.org/browse/topics/87/?page=4
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/

The History of Immigration in America: 1930 to 1965

The Great Depression, World War Il, and
Post- War Recovery

Under these conditions, and just two months
after the United States entered into World War
ll, President Franklin D. Roosevelt issued
Executive Order 9066, establishing
concentration and detention camps for
Japanese and Germans inside the US.




The History of Immigration in America: 1930 to 1965

The Great Depression, World War Il, and Post  -War Recovery
World War Il Refugee Policy and Reform
Historically, the United States was a refuge for displaced persons

and those fleeing persecution.

But the 1920s immigration laws did not allow exceptions to the
guotas for refugees. As Adolf Hitler rose to power in Germany in

the 1930s, a refugee crisis mounted that Western countries mostly

ignored or actively worsened .



The History of Immigration in America: 1930 to 1965

The Great Depression, World War Il, and
Post- War Recovery

In the United States Congress was so
Indifferent to the refugee crisis that it
defeated a 1939 proposal that would have
facilitated the migration of 20,000

children from Nazi Germany, even though
all the children had U.S. family sponsors.




The History of Immigration in America: 1930 to 1965

The Great Depression, World War Il, and Post - War Recovery
The disconnect between the actions and words of Western

governments prompted Hitler to remark:
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how the entire democratic world dissolves in tears of pity,

but then, in spite of its obvious duty to help,
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The History of Immigration in America: 1930 to 1965

The Great Depression, World War Il, and Post -
War Recovery

11*'-""""“-""‘ The postwar revelation of the Holocaust shamed
-~ o the US for its pre -war anti -refugee policy and
% generated political support for the passage of the
LA el 'nsplaced Persons Act of 194fhd the Refugee Relief A
] RN of 1953,
R (| /BN  These two pieces of legislation helped facilitate
the post - war immigration of refugees.




The History of Immigration in America: 1930 to 1965
The Great Depression, World War Il, and

Post- War Recovery

During World War Il, the federal government
Instituted the Mexican Labor Program, The
Bracero Programthat allowed 50,000 to 80,000
Mexican laborers to enter, giving farmers
facing severe labor shortages and wage

controls access to laborers. Along with a
minimum wage standard and housing
protections, the program also established terms
of return for Mexican workers.



The History of Immigration in America: 1930 to 1965

The Great Depression, World War Il, and Post  -War Recovery
Shifting Perceptions and the 1952 Immigration and Nationality
Act

Congress passed the Immigration and Nationality Act of 1952 which
Increased the quota for Europeans from outside of Northern and
Western Europe, granted the Department of State the ability to
deny entry to those it thought would lower native wages, repealed
TAP “AAN" G, EGEAONOTOEEG Ai A6 ¢ GT
guota of a hundred visas for immigrants from every country, and
promoted family reunification.



The History of Immigration in America: 1930 to 1965

The Great Depression, World War Il, and Post - War Recovery

Shifting Perceptions and the 1952 Immigration and Nationality
Act

The 1952 act created four preference categories:
A50 percent of the quota to immigrants with needed skills.

A30 percent to parents of adult citizens.

A20 percent to the spouses and children of legal residents, and any

unused green cards to the siblings and adult children of citizens.
AAnd nonimmigrant visa categories that are familiar to us today



The History of Immigration in America: 1930 to 1965

The Great Depression, World War Il, and Post - War Recovery
Shifting Perceptions and the 1952 Immigration and

Nationality Act

The Immigration and Nationality Act further removed the ban on
Asian immigration and many due -process safeguards that
protected immigrants from deportation abuses.
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review, would be the beginning of a
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The History of Immigration in America: 1965 to 2000

Reopening the System
The Immigration and Nationality Act of 1965

This Act ended the national quota system and replace it with a
preference system for immigrants from the Eastern Hemisphere.

It created categories of immigrants that included sons and
daughters and siblings of U.S. citizens; spouses and unmarried
sons and daughters of green card holders; members of

professions like engineers and physicians; scientists and artists

of exceptional ability; skilled and unskilled workers in areas of

labor shortages; and some refugees .



The History of Immigration in America: 1965 to 2000

Reopening the System
The Immigration and Nationality Act of 1965

Congress set 74 percent of the available green cards for family
members, 20 percent for workers, and 6 percent for refugees.
Under the new system , the number of immigrants from the
Western Hemisphere increased because the family - reunification
portions expanded migration from Latin America. The Act did
not replace the Bracero Program with a guest worker program,
Increasing illegal migration. The removal of racial restrictions
iIncreased the number of Asian and Hispanic immigrants.



The History of Immigration in America: 1965 to 2000
Reopening the System

Legal immigration expanded after the 1965 act.
Between 1966 and 1980, the average annual
number of iImmigrants increased by 150,000,
compared to the yearly averages between 1952 %
and 1965. By 1980, 6.2 percent of the 226 million
U.S. population was foreign -born, and 524,295
Immigrants entered legally that year. lllegal
Immigration also grew, in part, because the 1965
act did not create a way for lower -skilled workers
to enter the country and legally work.




The History of Immigration in America: 1965 to 2000

Reopening the System
The Immigration Reform and Control Act

The Influx of illegal immigrants forced

= Congress to act. Using recommendations

A0 made by the 1980 Select Commission on

AT et & Immigration and Refugee Policy, and despite

8l political posturing, a transmuted version of
the blll, called the Immigration Reform and

Control Act (IRCA), passed in 1980.




The History of Immigration in America: 1965 to 2000

Reopening the System
Ultimately, IRCA did not create a way for

future low - skilled migrants from Mexico
and Central America to enter lawfully.
Although IRCA boosted the number of
Border Patrol agents along the southwest
border to roughly 3,350 by 1988, illegal
immigration still increased.




The History of Immigration in America: 1965 to 2000
Reopening the System

Immigration Act of 1990

Congress passed the Immigration Act of 1990 to increase

the immigration of skilled workers and increased the

number of green cards issued annually to 675,000. Despite
I'fA'kPl 6 GE1 GAC_. G ¢ACP. [ ¢¢éi GPGC

immigrants flows from Africa and Asia but rather Ireland.
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The History of Immigration in America: 1965 to 2000

Reopening the System
Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation

Act
This act made most noncitizens ineligible for means -tested welfare,

authorized the states to deny providing welfare such as Medicaid
to Immigrants, and delayed the possibility to receive welfare for

most immigrants for five years.



The History of Immigration in America: 1965 to 2000

Reopening the System

Congress passed tintiterrorism and
Effective Death Penalty Aand thelllegal
Immigration Reform and Immigrant
Responsibility Aeh 1996. These bills
Increased the penalties for illegal entry,
created mandatory detention for many
classes of noncitizens, and expedited

deportation procedures for certain cases.



