
Immigration and the 
Christian Response:
Understanding people, policy, 

and principles

SESSION 4: IMMIGRATION POLICY UNDER THE TRUMP ADMINISTRATION 
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Immigration policy under the 

Trump administration:

How is it different?

Are the changes legal?

Are they constitutional?

Do they align with the principles on

  which our immigration policy was

  developed?
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US immigration policy is 

based on:

Reuniting families

Admitting people with skills that

   benefit our economy

Offering humanitarian protection

Promoting diversity by admitting

  people from different countries
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Temporary visa programs:

NEW: Banning permanent and temporary visas 
from certain countries
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Afghanistan*
Chad*

Republic of the Congo*

Equatorial Guinea*

Eritrea*

Haiti*

Iran*
Libya*

Myanmar*

Somalia*

Sudan*

Yemen*

Burundi
Cuba

Laos

Sierra Leone 

Togo 

Turkmenistan
Venezuela



Temporary visa programs:

NEW: Re-vetting all temporary visa holders for

Overstays

Criminal activity 

 Threats to public safety 

Engaging in any form of terrorist activity 

Providing support to a terrorist organization 
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Green card holders:

NEW: Green card holders are being 
detained at US borders

 Travelers at ports of entry don’t have the
  same rights as those already in the country 

Old issues, even ones that were resolved or
  pardoned, can now trigger detention  

Border agents can seize phones and
  laptops and demand passwords

Access to legal counsel can be denied
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Refugees:

NEW:

No refugees have been allowed to enter

  since January 20, even if already

  approved, except white South Africans 

 Funds to resettle new refugees and

  support those already here were eliminated 

 State Department staff who worked with

  refugee programs will now focus on

  migration diplomacy and disaster response
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Asylees:

NEW:

Anyone who entered the US unlawfully may
   be deported, even if they have requested
   asylum

No asylum requests are being accepted at
   the southern border 

Asylum claims are being denied without a
   hearing before a judge, sometimes
   followed by immediate arrest 
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Asylees:

“Our union opposes any policy that violates basic 
rights guaranteed to asylum seekers by US and 
international law. An alien has the right to apply 
for asylum—and have due process in their pursuit 
of the same—whether or not they arrived at a 
designated port of entry and irrespective of their 
immigration status.”

    — American Federation of Government Employees
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Asylees:

“Right now, if someone comes to the border 
because they are fleeing for their lives on the 
basis of race, religion, nationality, social group, 
or political opinion, they have the right to 
protection. If it were to change, we’d be back to 
the situation we were in during the Holocaust.”

    — Mark Hatfield, HIAS (formerly known as 
               Hebrew Immigration Aid Society)
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Other humanitarian parolees:

NEW:

 Ended TPS for people from Haiti, Honduras,

   Nepal, Nicaragua, and Syria 

 Ended humanitarian parole for people from

   Cuba, Haiti, and Venezuela 

DACA recipients who attempt to renew have

   been denied and immediately detained,

   and others have been detained at traffic

   stops and in workplace raids
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DACA recipients:

“These are only the cases brought to the public’s 
attention. Given the scale of immigration 
enforcement operations and the lack of 
transparency around DHS and ICE under the 
current administration, it is reasonable to believe 
that additional DACA recipients have been 
detained or deported.”

      — letter to DHS Secretary Kristi Noem
                from 95 members of Congress
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Enforcement at the southern 
border:

4,600 attempted to cross at the

      southern border in July 2025. This is 

91.8% fewer than in July 2024,

      which was already the lowest in the

      past 20 years. 
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Enforcement within the US:
   “The right of the people to be secure in their 

persons, houses, papers, and effects against 
unreasonable searches and seizures shall not 
be violated, and no Warrants shall issue, but 

upon probable cause, supported by Oath or 
affirmation, and particularly describing the 
place to be searched, and the persons or 
things to be seized.”

 — Fourth Amendment to the Constitution
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Enforcement within the US:
   Identifying who is undocumented

“They don’t need probable cause to walk up to 

somebody, briefly detain them, and question 

them” based on “their location, their 

occupation, their physical appearance.” 

   — Tom Homan, Trump administration
                 border czar, on FOX News
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Enforcement within the US:
   Identifying who is undocumented
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Racial profiling is crucial to two of ICE’s 

most visible tools for identifying and 
detaining undocumented immigrants:

Traffic checkpoints and traffic stops

Workplace sweeps



Enforcement within the US:
   Identifying who is undocumented
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“The laws allowing federal investigators to 

obtain taxpayer data have never been read 

to open the door to the sharing of thousands, 

tens of thousands, or hundreds of thousands 

of tax records.”

  — Danny Werfel, IRS Commissioner 

         under the Biden administration



Enforcement within the US:
   Arrests of undocumented immigrants
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NEW:

Eliminating protected areas

Using enforcement actions that 

provoke fear and escalate violence

Deploying federal troops to assist in 
immigration enforcement



Enforcement within the US:
   

19

The Posse Comitatus Act:

“Whoever, except in cases and under 
circumstances expressly authorized by the 

Constitution or Act of Congress, willfully uses any 
part of the Army, the Navy, the Marine Corps, 
the Air Force, or the Space Force as a posse 
comitatus or otherwise to execute the laws shall 
be fined under this title or imprisoned not more 

than two years, or both.” 



Enforcement within the US:
Arrests of undocumented immigrants
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287(g) agreements:

 As of September 24, ICE had 1,036 

agreements in 40 states authorizing 
    local police to assist with immigration

 enforcement.

 



Enforcement within the US:
Immigrant detention
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Immigrant detentions have increased 

dramatically since Trump took office 

   

Detention 
facilities

People 
detained

December 8, 2024 116 39,000 

September 5, 2025 189 59,000

https://sdsugeo.maps.arcgis.com/apps/mapviewer/index.html?webmap=f906e9f087d047f18e9e81b422eeb0fb
https://sdsugeo.maps.arcgis.com/apps/mapviewer/index.html?webmap=f906e9f087d047f18e9e81b422eeb0fb


Enforcement within the US:
Immigrant detention
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“The detention center at Fort Bliss failed to 
properly monitor and treat some detainees’ 
medical conditions, lacked even basic 
procedures for keeping guards and 

detainees safe, and did not provide many 
detainees a way to contact lawyers, learn 
about their cases, or file complaints.” 

      — The Washington Post



Enforcement within the US:
Immigrant detention

 In a July 8 memo, Todd Lyons, acting 
director of ICE, told his department that 
immigrants who arrived in the United 
States illegally “whether for 25 minutes or 

25 years” should be detained “for the 
duration of their removal proceedings.” 
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Enforcement within the US:
Immigrant detention

24

“Whatever our views on border enforcement, 

immigration enforcement, immigration 

policy, I think the overwhelming majority of 

the American people does not want detainees 

abused while they're in U.S. custody.” 

      — Senator John Ossoff
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93,818 people were deported 

between January 20 and 
June 30, 2025

56,893  (61%) 
had no 

criminal 

convictions 

Of the 36,925 (39%) 
with criminal convictions, 

nearly half had only traffic 

or immigration offenses



Alien Enemies Act of 1798 26

Allows apprehension and removal of non-citizens 
who are natives or subjects of a hostile nation, if 
the president has issued a proclamation that the 
event meets one of the following conditions:

▪ Congress has declared war against a foreign
   nation or government

▪ A foreign nation or government has perpetrated,
   attempted, or threatened an "invasion or
   predatory incursion" against the United States



Enforcement within the US:
Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2003
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Provides unaccompanied children 

the right to an immigration court 
hearing and requires a judge’s 

approval for repatriation to their 
home country to prevent coercion. 



Enforcement within the US:
Deportation to third countries
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"The concern is not just the number of people 

being sent to third countries where they are 

not from, but also that they are not given the 

review and due process to consider their 

protection or asylum claims." 

       — Ariel Ruiz Soto, senior policy analyst,

                      Migration Policy Institute 



Challenges to US immigration law:
Birthright citizenship
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“All persons born or naturalized in the 

United States, and subject to the 
jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the 

United States and of the State wherein 
they reside.” 

       — The Fourteenth Amendment



Challenges to US immigration law:
Denaturalization
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A June 11 Justice Department memo based 
on a Trump executive order directs attorneys 
to prioritize denaturalization for naturalized 
citizens who either “illegally procured” 

naturalization or procured naturalization by 
“concealment of a material fact or by willful 
misrepresentation.”



“DHS will continue to implement 

safeguards for privacy, transparency, civil 
rights, and civil liberties when developing 

and adopting policies and throughout the 
performance of its mission to ensure that 

homeland security programs uphold 

privacy, civil rights, and civil liberties.” 

   — Department of Homeland Security website  
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