Immigration and the
Christian Response:

Understandifigi@eople, policy,
and principles

SESSION 6: HOW CAN WE FIX OUR BROKEN
IMMIGRATION SYSTEM@




What immigration issues need 1o be
fixed?

» Make it easier for migrants to come here and
work legally in crifical jols

» Fina a way to manage the number of people
coming across the border when it overwhelms
the system’s ability to process them




What immigration issues need 1o be
fixed?

» Address the huge backlog of immigration
court cases and handle them promptly
going forward

» Revise the permanent iImmigrafion system
to welcome those we want and need




What immigration issues need 1o be
fixed?

» Address the millions of undocumented
immigrants (including DACA recipients)
who have lived here for decades

» Prevent lllegal drugs from entering the US
at the southern border




Recent immigdrgii@Rproposals:

Border Patrol Act of 2024

» Written by Senator James Lankford (R-OK)
with Senator Kyrsten Sinema (I-AZ) and
Senator Chris Murphy (D-CT)

» Would have increased DHS budget by $20 billion




Recent immigdrgii@Rproposals:
Border Pairol Act of 2024

“This Is such a polarizing issue that the fact that
some Democrafs and some Republicans could
come together is itself an event.”

— Migration Policy Institute

“Probably the most extensive border funding and
security package that we've seen in decades.”

— American Immigratfion Lawyers Association




Recent immigdrgii@Rproposals:

Center for American Progress proposal,
July 2025

» Expanding and improving paths for legal
immigration will reduce unauthorized
migration and strengthen our economy for all
Americans




Recent immigdrgii@Rproposals:

New Democrat Coalition framework,
August 2025
» Led by Rep. Gabe Vasquez (D-NM) with 115

House members who represent both moderate
and progressive Democrats

» Links border security and immigration to its effects
on the economy, which is the top Issue for voters




Canada’s immigration policy:

» AIms to welcome more immigrants,
recognizing the important role they play
iINn Canada’s prosperity

» The structure of Canada’s government
makes it easier to change immigration laws
INn response to Canada’s economy and
worldwide events




Issue #1: How can we make it easier for
migrants to come REEERe Work
temporarily in critical jolbse

» Expand temporary work visas, make them
year-round, and focus on industries with labor
shortages

» Hold employers accountable if they exploit the
system o Increase profits at the expense of
American or foreign workers




Issue #1: Make It easier for migrants to
come and work temporarily in crifical jols

» Allow foreign students to work part-time in any
job while they pursue a US degree

» Offer a pathway to permanent status for
temporary workers who meet designated
criteria and want to stay in the US




Issue #2:. Control the number crossing the
border to allow for adequate processing

» Bar migrants from crossing the border at ports of
entry when the number frying to cross reaches @
certain level

» Invest in physical barriers and technology to
detect and prevent unauthorized crossings




Issue #3:The backlog of asylum cases is
huge, and many think the asylum program
needs reform.

» Hire more immigratfion judges and improve
technology to clear the current backlog

» Establish a faster, more effective process to
handle asylum claims at the border, and allow
asylum applications only at ports of entry




Issue #3:The backlog of asylum cases is
huge, and many think the asylum program
needs reform.

» Create processing centers at the border to
temporarily house asylum seekers while they wait
for their cases to be decided

» Rely mostly on the refugee program to help
those who face persecution




Issue #4: People trying to immigrate legally
face long delays anduncertain outcomes

» Exempt spouses and children of lawful
permanent residents and adult children of
American citizens from annual green card limits

» Reform or eliminate annual country limits on
green cards




Issue #4: People trying to immigrate legally
face long delays and uncertain ou!

» Allow enough green cards to cleart

OIS

ne backlog

of workers and family memlbers of ci

izens who

qualify and have waited at least five years

» Expand immigratfion for entrepreneurs and for
workers in occupations with shortages, such as
caregiving and primary care medicine




Issue #4: People trying to immigrate legally
face long delays anduncertain outcomes

» Grant work visas based on points for work
experience, occupation, English language
proficiency, family ties in the US, and
confirmed US job offers

» Add permanent visas for international students
who graduate from US universities, especially in
careers where workers are needed




Issue #5: Create a path for those who entered
unlawfully to stay legally if they ve been here for
decades and are CORMBENRERIO Iheir communities

UMass poll, July 2025:

“Should immigrants who
are living in this country
llegally be allowed o
become citizens If they
have commifted no
crimese”

Strongly agree: 38%
Somewhat agree: 25%
No opinion: 16%
Somewhat disagree: 14%

Strongly disagree: 8%




Issue #5: Create a path for those who entered
unlawfully to stay legally if they ve been here for
decades and are CORMBENRERIO Iheir communities

» The CAP proposal establishes a pathway for
undocumented immigrants who have lived in the
US more than ten years—five years for Dreamers—
to obtain lawful permanent residence and
eventually apply for citizenship

» Anyone who has commiftted a serious crime or Is
a threat to national security would be ineligible




Issue #5: Create a path for those who entered
unlawfully to stay legally if they ve been here for
decades and are CORMBENRERIO Iheir communities

The CAP proposal requires unlawful residents to:

» Pass criminal and national security background
checks

Prove they have lived continuously in the US
Demonsirate they are self-sutficient

PAy any taxes owed

Pay a fine for entering the country illegally




Issue #5: Create a path for those who entered

unlawfully to stay legally if they ve been here for
decades and are CORMBENRERIO Iheir communities

The Vasquez proposal requires unlawful residents to:
» Work in a critfical industry or covered profession for

at least 100 days prior to applying for the program
» Have been in the US as of January 1, 2024

» Work at least 100 days per year in the covered
Industry for the two years of the program

» Pay a fine for entering the country illegally




Issue #6: Prevent illegal drugs from entering
the US via the southern border

» Modernize survelllance and improve screening
technology

» Increase inbound and outbound physical

INnspections at points of entry to intercept
confraband entfering the US and guns flowing
INfo Mexico

» Work with Central and South American countries
to dismantle cartels and combat drug and
human frafficking across US borders




