Hey folks!

First Presbyterian Church in Morganton, the
village which raised this child of God, had
their first Chili Cook-Off when | was in high
school. They used it as a fundraiser for
Montreat Youth Conference. The next year, |
won the competition. That’'s where my chili
recipe started, playfully competing with my
fellow Presbyterians to raise money for the
Youth Conference. It was originally
following the recipe on the back of a chili
mix kit, but adding my own variations with
my mother’s guidance. At her suggestion, |
started mixing sausage in with the ground
beef, for example.

I continued to refine my recipe as a student
at Presbyterian College, using a communal
kitchen to cook for my friends, and
occasionally my professors. By my senior
year, the PC Blue Thunder Pep Band had
started their own chili tailgate tradition. It
was also playfully competitive, and brought
in money to support the music program at
PC. At this point, | had stopped using the
chili kit, and was using my own spices. | also
had started adding dark beer to the chili
early in the process, cooking the alcohol
out, but leaving the rich flavors of local
porters and stouts.

In seminary, my friends would routinely
look forward to chili nights, especially those
who knew me in college. One of my friends
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kept kosher as a spiritual discipline, so |
started making a second batch for her, which
followed those rules as best | could. | wanted
the meal I shared to be an expression of the
love I felt for my friends, and that meant
making room for those with different dietary
needs than my own.

My first call, the Presbyterian Church of Lowell,
also had a chili cook-off to raise money for the
youth program. Try as | might, | was never able
to win any of those awards. Sometimes,
regardless of how much effort one has put into
refining a skill, the preference of those judging
just goes in a different direction. A good chili
will not always suit the taste of all those who
try it, and that's okay.

But when the Fellowship committee and the
Presbyterian Women mentioned that they
wanted to have a chili luncheon, | knew |
wanted to share my chili with this
congregation. Like my ministry, it has been
shaped by the various places God has taken
me over the years. | am quite proud to have
shared it with our congregation, and am
delighted so many people enjoyed it. | am also
grateful that so many others chose to share
their chili with our church family as well.

The food we share with one another often has
a story with it. I'm sure the other recipes have
stories as well. Certainly as we look forward to
Thanksgiving dinners and Christmas in the



iweeks to come, there are important stories
accompanying those meals.

But perhaps the most important meal that
we share, or at least the most important
story, is that on the night of his arrest, our
Lord took bread and broke it, saying that it
was his body, broken for us, and that we
ought to eat in remembrance of him. In the
same way he took the cup and called it the
cup of the new covenant, sealed in his blood,
and that we ought to drink it in
remembrance of him.

So as you share meals and recipes with your
loved ones over the coming days, remember
that the love we share around the table is a
way of telling our story among those whom
we love.

Remember also that sometimes, when we
share a meal, we proclaim the Lord’s saving
death, until he comes again. Thanks be to
God for that.

Your brother in Christ,

Rev. Joseph W. Taber IV

Pastor (and chili connoisseur),

ADVENT SUNDAY SCHOOL

Coming soon to an Advent near you!
Pastor Joseph will be leading the
Foundations class for six weeks beginning
on the first Sunday of Advent, November
30th. The class will be reading and
discussing Sabbath as Resistance: Saying
“No"” to the Culture of Now, by Walter
Brueggemann. This book was formative in
developing the sermon series for Advent,
which will also be focused on Sabbath.
Participants are encouraged to pick up a
copy of the book which is available from a
variety of sellers, including a number of
e-book formats.

THE CHILI COOKOFF WAS A SUCCESS!

The Chili Cook off was a great time!! We had 7
entries and all of them were delicious.
Congrats to the winners!

3rd place was Craig Strand

2nd place went to John Miller

1st place went to Dan & Betty Gibbs!

The good news is that we collected $364 for
the new Blessing Box Fund...so thank you all
who enjoyed some great chili! And thank you
all who took the time to prepare your chili!

HANGING OF THE GREENS
Hanging of the Greens is scheduled after
worship on Sunday, November 23". We're
planning a light lunch, and then we wiill
decorate the church for the Advent season.
Please plan to stay and join in the fun!

VETERAN’S DAY RECEPTION

On Sunday, November 9, after worship,
we will celebrate our Veterans with a reception
in the Narthex.

Please plan to attend and thank these brave
men and women for their service
to our country.

CHRISTMAS POTLUCK
Get dressed in your best Christmas duds,
bring your favorite dish to share, and let’s kick



off the holidays together on December
7" at 5pm!

ANGEL TREE FOR SUNSET GAP

Erin Church will again sponsor an Angel
Tree for children associated with the
Sunset Gap Community Center in Cocke
County, TN. Sunset Gap has been helping
families in need since it was founded by
the Presbyterian Church (now PCUSA) in
1899.

Beginning Sunday, November 2", you can
choose a tag and purchase a gift for a
child, then return the gift (with the tag
attached) to church by Sunday, December
7'" . Erin’s youth group will wrap the gifts,
and the Outreach Team will deliver them
to Sunset Gap in plenty of time for the
children to open them on Christmas
morning.

Erin members and friends will provide
presents for fifteen children, ages one
through ten. Each child will receive either
pants and a shirt or a dress; a pair of
shoes; a winter coat if they need one; and
two toys or other presents requested by
their parent or guardian. The tag will
include the child’s name, age, and gender
along with one gift request.

Sizes are included for clothing and shoes.

For most of the kids, these will be their only
Christmas gifts; Cocke County is the fifth
poorest county in the state, with a median
household income of just over $31,000. In
Newport, the county seat, 40 percent of
families have incomes below the poverty
line and 7 of every 10 children under 18 are
living in poverty. The county as a whole
has the fourth highest child poverty rate in
Tennessee.

The region once had manufacturing jobs
and many families made a decent living
growing tobacco, but the manufacturing
jobs have largely been replaced with part-
time, low-paying jobs in hospitality and
tourism. Even though most of the families
have at least one person working, nearly a
quarter of Cocke County households
receive benefits through the Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP).

Please take a tag if you're able, and
remember to return the gift you purchase
by Sunday, December 7*".

Sunset Gap has been helping
families in need since it was
founded by the Presbyterian
Church (PCUSA) in 1899.

PEACE & GLOBAL WITNESS OFFERING
Thank you on behalf of the Outreach Team
to all who contributed to the Peace and
Global Witness Offering on the first Sunday
of October. Funds from this annual PCUSA
offering will be used to spread Christ’'s
much-needed peace in our city, our region,
and around the world.

Erin Church’s donations totaled $773, and 25
percent is given by our church to alocal
ministry. The Outreach team voted to send
this year's portion to Bridge Refugee
Services to help families with the resources
they need to become part of their new
community.



CONSTRUCTION & CATS

This October, our youth were hard at work
in Jonesville, Virginia with our mission trip!
Through Appalachia Service Project, our
small but mighty work crew helped

restore an older
home after 3 days

of work. With some
help from the
Appalachia Service
Project team, we
learned lessons in
construction and got
to use some fun tools
we have never tried. We also made some
furry friends along the way!

OUR YOUTH SERVING AT ERIN

As the Advent season approaches, youth
will attend the annual Hanging of the
Greens following worship on November
23rd. They will also wrap any gifts brought
for the Angel Tree this November.

YOUTH GROUP

Youth group is back to regular Sunday
meetings, this time directly after church
from 12-1pm. All middle and high school
aged youth are invited for games,
conversations, Bible study, snacks, and
more!

FALL COFFEE & CRAFT WAS FUN!

We had such a good time at this year’s Fall
Coffee & Craft. There was a great spread of
food, delicious Starbucks cinnamon dolce
coffee, and everyone did a beautiful job
with their book stacks. Thank you to all
who found the time to come over and have

some fun!

PIONEER CLUB

Wednesday, Nov. 12
&
Tuesday, Nov. 25

6:30-7:30 pm
Family Life Center

Pioneer Club now meets twice a month!!
In addition to meeting one Wednesday a
month, Pioneer Club will meet on the 4"
Tuesdays of the month in conjunction with
Pub Theology.

Parents attending Pub Theology at
Abridged Brewery can bring their kids to
Pioneer Club in the Family Life Center as
early as 6:15 pm.

This month’s book is “Green Eggs and
Ham.” As we look forward to celebrating
holiday meals together, we will read Dr.
Seuss and make some fall crafts.

PLANET WORSHIP
November 9" and 23"

Planet Worship meetson €
the 2" and 4" Sundays each e 2 \% “
month. This month, lessons will

focus on thankful living with themes of
giving your best and thanking God for all
our blessings.

Scripture readings will be paired with a
children’s storybook to illustrate thankful
living.




NOVEMBER 2ND @ NOVEMBER 9TH : NOVEMBER 16TH : NOVEMBER 23RD | NOVEMBER 30TH
COFFEE COFFEE COFFEE COFFEE COFFEE
Pat Wallin Mary Nelle Cate Suzanne L. David Eggers Diana Brandon
BELL RINGER BELL RINGER BELL RINGER BELL RINGER BELL RINGER
Eliza Barber William Taber Craig Strand Addison Strand Will McCallum
GREETER GREETER GREETER GREETER GREETER
Tony and Kelli Pat Wallin Joy Catron Kim Pennington Tony Denny
Canan-Denny Gabby Denny Brooks Eggers Kathy Boyd Linda Quinley
GUIDE GUIDE GUIDE GUIDE GUIDE
David Eggers Eliza Barber Betty Gibbs Asa Deakins-Sohn Diana Brandon
READER READER READER READER READER
Neill Murphy Kim Jaynes Kellan Sarles Randy Sarles John House
USHERS USHERS USHERS USHERS USHERS
Brooks Eggers Mike Cate Dave Leckie Robbie Levering Jim Montgomery

Dusty Pennington

Linda Quinley Gary Pennington Erin McCallum Kelcey Levering
Kathy Boyd Dusty Pennington Rickey McCallum Randy Sarles Kay Pennington
COUNTERS COUNTERS COUNTERS COUNTERS COUNTERS
David Eggers Neill Murphy Ann Snodgrass Craig Strand Andy Sarles
Joe Jaynes Andy Sarles Rickey McCallum John House Joe Jaynes
CHECK OUT THE
ERIN CHURCH CALENDAR

Happy Bilhday

17 Sara Leckie
25 Bill Brazelton
30 Harry Franz

5 Jackie Griffin
11 Dusty Pennington
16 Nancy Berry

TO KEEP UP TO DATE ON EVENTS!

Click here or go to
erinpresbyterian.org/calendar
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