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HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!

No, your pastor hasn’t lost his calendar, or his
mind. Instead, I’m celebrating the season of
Advent, which is the beginning of the worshiping
year in the life of the church.

This is our first advent together, and I’m writing
this article only a few days after my installation,
so there’s a lot of newness to go around. I want
to highlight above all, however, that Christians
begin by waiting for the Christ.

The culture around us will mark their new year on
January 1st, when the calendar rolls over from
2025 to 2026. By the time they get there, we will
have already been in our new year for over a
month. Because Christians know what’s coming,
and we are privileged to wait for it.

We know that the same child who was laid in a
manger all those centuries ago will return, and all
that is wrong with the world will be put right. We
know that Christmas is a day of generosity and
love because of the Good Friday that will follow it.
We know that as we head into the longest days of
the year, that the light of God is coming into the 

world. We remember our redeemer’s birth, life,
death, and resurrection, and we know that the
days are surely coming when God will once again
make his home with mortals in a new heaven and
a new earth.

So we watch and wait. Four weeks of penitent
purple paraments and prayerful preparation. We
decorate in evergreens, because the promises of
God do not fade. We add twinkling lights and
monograms that remind us that the light of Christ
shines in the darkness, and the darkness doesn’t
extinguish the light.

During this season of Advent, I will also put out a
video on our church’s social media every day
offering a 60-second sabbath. Because
sometimes we let the busy holiday season
overtake our own awareness of the ongoing
presence of God in our lives. Keep an eye out for
those and take some time each day to rest and
reconnect with your creator. Begin, as Christians
have done for centuries, by watching and waiting
for the Lord’s coming.

Advent blessings to each of you, and I’ll see you
Sunday, if not before.

                                                Your brother in Christ,
                                                             Pastor Joseph



ANGEL TREE GIFTS DUE
DECEMBER 7  TH

The last day to bring your
 Sunset Gap angel tree gifts to 
church is Sunday, December 7.
Erin’s youth will wrap them
that afternoon. Leave the
unwrapped gifts under the tree, and include 
the tag so we know who the gift is for. Thank you!

Christmas Fun

CHRISTMAS COFFEE & CAROLS
                      Come by the Fellowship Hall on          
                           Tuesday, December 15th at    
                            10:30am for some Christmas  
                          treats, good conversation, and a   
                     delicious cup of coffee. We’ll sing 
                 some Christmas favorites, if you’d like
           to join in!  Feel free to wear holiday colors!

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS POTLUCK
Save the Date!! On Sunday afternoon, December
7, at 5pm, we will have our annual Christmas
Potluck. It’s a great way to kick off the Advent
season. Sign up to bring your favorite holiday dish
and mingle with your church family. We might
even have a little surprise entertainment show up.
SHH! It’s a secret…

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 
Every Christmas we offer
poinsettias for those who would
like to purchase them for $15. Then, at the
Christmas Eve service, there will be a special
bulletin that shares who the poinsettias were
purchased in honor or memory of.  

You can sign up in the bulletin or call the
office. If you write a check, please note that
it’s for “Poinsettias”. Take home your plant
after the Christmas Eve service.

WORDPLAYERS PERFORM DURING
WORSHIP 12/28
Feel the Advent story in a whole new light with 
In These Dark Streets, a 35 minute play with
music that brings the joy, suspense, and tension
of Jesus’ birth, right into your midst.

Ponder with Mary in her attempt to tell Joseph
what’s happening, and struggle with Herod as he
faces whether or not to give up the throne of his
life to some “Messiah.”

With hilarious moments that hit home, and
musical moments that will grip your soul, 
In These Dark Streets is an experience you
will reflect on for a lifetime.

CHRISTMAS HAMS FOR SUNSET GAP
The Sunset Gap Food Pantry has seen an
increase in our numbers, so would like to ask for
assistance to provide hams to our families this
Christmas.

They will need funds to purchase the hams, and
have reached out to Walmart and Newport
Bargain Barn, who are working with them to get a
good price and get them ordered.

If enough funds are secured, they will start
dispersing the hams the first week in December. 

Sunset Gap has been serving over 600 families
each month, and they expect that number to
increase this month.

If you’re able to help, you can mail a check to:
Sunset Gap
1300 Sunset Gap Rd, Cosby, TN 37722.
*Note on the check that it’s for Christmas Ham.



COLLECTING PLASTIC BAGS & EGG
CARTONS
We're still collecting plastic grocery bags and
plastic or cardboard egg cartons for FISH Pantry.
They receive donated produce and eggs in large
pallets, and they use the bags and cartons to
package them in family size amounts. Every bag
we donate is one less bag they have to
purchase. You can leave bags and
 cartons in the big orange box in the
 narthex.

CHRISTMAS CARDS FROM FISH PANTRY
FISH is also offering beautiful Christmas cards for
a donation of $5 each, which will feed a family of
four for three days. The message inside the card
says, “In the spirit of the season, a donation has
been made in your name to FISH Hospitality
Pantries to provide food for hungry families in
Knoxville.” Check out the flyer on the Outreach
bulletin board in the narthex for more information.
This is a great way to share the blessings of
Christmas with your friends while helping a hungry
family.

FISH PANTRY SERVE DAY!
Our next FISH Pantry service day is Saturday,
December 20, from 9am to 1pm. If you are
interested in volunteering, you will find sign-up
sheets in upcoming bulletins. FISH Pantries is an
interfaith organization founded in 1986 to
unconditionally provide nutritious food to low-
income communities, within their communities.
Erin has committed to volunteering one Saturday
each quarter to this much-needed ministry.
Whether you’ve helped in the past or feel called to
help for this first time, we’d love to have you join us. 

Outreach

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING
This yearly PCUSA offering is traditionally collected
on Christmas Eve. By giving to the Christmas Joy
Offering, we honor God's gift of Jesus Christ by
providing assistance to current and retired church
workers in their time of need

Funds are also used to develop future church
leaders at Presbyterian-related schools and colleges
equipping communities of color. You can contribute
using the offering envelopes in the pews on
Christmas Eve or on the Sunday before Christmas,
or you can give via our website at erinpres.org.

http://erinpresbyterian.org/


TAX TIP FROM STEWARDSHIP
As we approach the end of the calendar year,
some of you may be thinking about your tax
plans. Those of you who are planning to itemize
for tax year 2025, please be sure to make your
gifts by December 31st.

If you’re like me, one of those who is required to
make a withdrawl from an IRA, be aware that
there is a tax advenatge to having that withdrawl
sent directly from your broker or financial advisor
to the charity of your choice, such as Erin
Presbyterian Church. Not only does this benefit
the church, but it also means that you do not have
to count the withdrawl as income for tax
purposes. This type of withdrawl/donation is
called a Qualified Charitible Distribution or QCD,
and it also needs to be completed by Deccember
31st.

FISH PANTRY NEEDS DRIVERS
FISH Hospitality Pantries has spent the past four
decades feeding the hungry and building
relationships with an extensive network of
partners. We are now the largest ministry of our
kind in the Knoxville region, serving about
7,000 a month. 
Our all-volunteer food supply team moves over a
million pounds of food a year, picking up and
delivering food 6 days a week.
We need your help! You can form or join a team to
cover one route a week or volunteer to drive for 
special events and unscheduled pickups.

• Most of our driving is in the morning.
• You do not need a commercial drivers license.
• You will be covered by our insurance.
• You will have hands-on orientation with an   
   experienced driver. Our trucks are not difficult
   to drive. 
• Physical demands vary by route. A basic level of  
   fitness is helpful.
• We have powered equipment for the heavy 
   work.
• Teams typically take turns, with each driver   
   serving once or twice a month.

If you’re able to help, contact: David M Lovett
865.776.1711 dmlovett1@gmail.com

Outreach & Stewardship 

PRESBYTERIAN GIVING CATALOG
Find the perfect gift in the Presbyterian Giving
Catalog!
Do you have a friend or family member who is
hard to buy for? Do they enjoy helping others? If
so, check out the Presbyterian Giving Catalog! A
donation of $25 purchases a family of chickens
that will provide a family with eggs to eat and sell,
as well as feathers and fertilizer. A donation of
$50 for a sewing machine will enable someone to
set up a small business and earn a living. $75 

THANK YOU FOR DECORATING WITH US!
The Fellowship Team would like to thank
everyone who helped transform the church into
Advent. It looks beautiful and we so appreciate all
who stayed and made it happen!
Thank you, also, to everyone who did work behind
the scenes to prepare ahead of time!

buys a rainwater catchment and storage
system, and $85 helps train teachers in
remote areas of the world. These are just a
few of the opportunities outlined in the
catalog. Copies are available in the literature
rack outside the Outreach room, at the end of
the hallway just before the Noah’s Ark Room.
Your purchase will honor a friend by helping
our denomination support families and
communities in need around the world. 



                   DECEMBER PIONEER CLUB
                   Wednesday, December 10
                   6:30-7:30 pm  Family Life Center

                    December’s Dr. Seuss book is: 
“How the Grinch Stole Christmas,” of course!    
  We will watch the 1966 animated classic and 

do some fun Christmas crafts and activities.

PLANET WORSHIP

DECEMBER 14
Planet Worship meets only once
in December.

JANUARY 11 & 25
In January, Planet Worship lessons will focus
on our Church Vision Statement:

“Unified in Christ, we actively seek to create
harmony in a diverse community through
compassion, mutual respect, and love.”

Through scripture readings and hands-on
activities we will explore the themes of unity,
community, and love.

Family Ministry

SUMMER VBS 2026
SAVE THE DATES

JULY 6-10

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL DEC. 28TH
 There will be no Sunday School, across all

ages, on December 28 . Sunday School
resumes on Sunday, January 4th.

th

                   JANUARY PIONEER CLUB 
   Wednesday, December 14th

& Tuesday the 27  th

6:30-7:30 pm  Family Life Center

 In January, Pioneer Club kids will learn about
tolerance and cooperation as we read the classic

Seuss stories “The Sneetches” and “The Zax.”
Join us for lots of fun activities, crafts, and

games as we learn and grow together.
ADVENT DEVOTIONS

Beginning November 30 , Advent devotions and
activities for adults, youth, and children will be
available in Sunday School and on a table in the
Narthex. Take home your copies today and make
time to pause and reflect on the true meaning of
this special season.

th



DECEMBER 7TH DECEMBER 14TH DECEMBER 21ST DECEMBER 28TH

COFFEE COFFEE COFFEE COFFEE

Pat Wallin Mary Nelle Cate Suzanne L. David Eggers

BELL RINGER BELL RINGER BELL RINGER BELL RINGER

Luna Wiggins Lucas Barber Eliza Barber William Taber

GREETERS GREETERS GREETERS GREETERS

Kelli and Gabby Pat Wallin Brooks Eggers Linda Quinley

Denny Tony Denny Jim Montgomery Kathy Boyd

GUIDE GUIDE GUIDE GUIDE

Erin McCallum Eliza Barber Henry Fellers Craig Strand

READER READER READER READER

Rickey McCallum Kelcey Levering Diana Brandon Neill Murphy

USHERS USHERS USHERS USHERS

David Eggers Dave Leckie Randy Sarles Gary Pennington

Brooks Eggers Sara Leckie Mike Cate Kim Pennington

Linda Quinley Robbie Levering Mary Nelle Cate Dusty Pennington

COUNTERS COUNTERS COUNTERS COUNTERS

David Eggers Neill Murphy Ann Snodgrass Craig Strand

Rickey McCallum Andy Sarles Joe Jaynes John House

Volunteer Schedule

December Birthdays
1  Pastor Joseph Taber
7  Reed Sarles
14 Lynne Jones
17 Jenny Boyd
18 Eliza Barber

19 David Eggers
20 April Cyr
14 Lynne Jones
22 Cathy Van Ostrand
25 Larry McKay


