Hey folks,

| am blessed to be writing this from a

porch overlooking the Lake Susan dam at
Montreat. It's a place of deep connection both
to my history as a Southern Presbyterian, and
to my personal faith journey. | could not begin
to count the hours I've spent playing in the
swimming hole at the bottom of the dam, or
the creek that flows both above and beneath
Lake Susan. But the stones and boulders here
are not the same as when | was a child
splashing around with cousins and uncles and
friends.

Like much of the landscape in Western North
Carolina, Hurricane Helene reshaped the river.
Rocks that | thought to be eternal, some large
enough to nap upon without dipping into the
water, were washed downstream by the
torrents.

God is eternal, but the world changes around
us, and sometimes because of us. Our
understanding of, and relationship with, God
changes as well.

One of my roles as Pastor is to serve as a
scholar of scripture and theology to help guide
the growth in faith of our congregation. That
role requires ongoing study. Over the past ten
years or so, I've seen a trend emerge in the
scholarship | read: “Kin-dom” of God language
rather than “Kingdom” of God.

| grew up with kingdom language, and God's
eternal sovereignty over all creation is a pillar
of my faith. Speaking of the Kingdom of God
reminds us that God is God, and we are not. It
reminds us that any powers and principalities
we humans may set up are neither infallible
nor beyond judgment. Our God reigns, and all
authority on heaven and on earth is given to
Jesus. In the Kingdom of God, there is one
through before which we all bow.

Kin-dom language, on the other hand,
emphasizes that we belong to God's
household, adopted through Christ Jesus our
brother. This language deconstructs the
hierarchy that often grows out of “kingdom”
language. Speaking of the Kin-dom of God
reminds us that we belong to one another as
fellow children of God, and as brothers,
sisters, and siblings in Christ. In the Kin-dom
of God, there is one table around which we all
share a meal.

Traditionalist to the core, | used to reject the
“kin-dom” language. As I've continued to grow
and mature in my own faith, | find myself
welcoming “kin-dom” language alongside the
imagery of my youth. Living in both the
kingdom and the kin-dom means that we
belong to both God and one another. We can
choose both, and live in the richness and
ambiguity of a reality too complex for one
image.

God is eternal, but our understanding of God is
not written in stone. Even if it were, even a
small creek can remove boulders from time to
time. Or perhaps more significantly, a growing
faith can move mountains.

Your brother in Christ,
Rev. Joseph W. Taber IV
Pastor, Erin Presbyterian Church




SESSION SUMMARY

Our Session gathered together on the evening
of June 18th in the Heritage Room. The
agenda was full, but so were our hearts as we
laughed, shared stories, and discerned God'’s
will for our congregation together.

Our meetings are structured to emphasize that
the most important work of the Session is to
devote themselves to prayer and discipleship,
only then are we to take action and receive
reports. Mike Cate identified John 3:16 and
Matthew 22:36-40 as some of his favorite
Bible verses, and was struck in preparing for
this devotional by Matthew 22:40, which
describes all of the law and the prophets and
hanging on the twin commandments to love
God and neighbor.

The Session approved a statement from the
Worship Committee on Al usage in worship
that shows our commitment to seeking an
authentic connection with God and with one
another in worship, and that we therefore
choose not to use tools that rely on
“generative Al” to create content for our
worship services. You can see the statement
on our livestream!

We also formally reconstituted the
Presbyterian Women as a ministry of the
congregation. That organization had fallen
dormant after the pandemic, although a pair of
women's Bible studies remain active a few
times a year, and the Lydia circle is looking to
reinvigorate that ministry. We look forward to
seeing what God will do through them! The
Session also discussed the importance of
being welcoming of all persons, whether or not
they describe themselves as “Presbyterian
Women” or “Men of the Church.”

Pastor Joseph reported on what he had been
up to over the past month, including thanking
the congregation for the prayers and well-
wishes as he and his family grieved the loss of
his Granddaddy. He also shared that a family
in our community reached out to him to join

our congregation by reaffirmation of faith and
a couple of baptisms! More on that to come
at a later date.

The Session’s committees have all been up to
various activities, including working on
planning for the upcoming year. You'll see
some of those activities on the church
calendar, and others in other parts of this
newsletter!

The biggest challenge of the night was
scheduling another meeting, because our
congregation is so active and alive it can be
hard to find a time that doesn’t conflict with
another activity of the church. Rejoice with us
that God is doing amazing things in, and
through, our congregation!

SUMMER POTLUCK .

Who's ready for a good old-fashioned :‘a:.‘ i
summer potluck picnic? Coming after Wik
worship on Sunday, July 19....pull ‘
out your favorite summer recipes <
and join the fun and fellowship! There will be
someone downstairs before worship to collect
your dishes if they need to be heated or

refrigerated.

Sign up sheets are in the bulletin or you can
call the office. See you there!!l Barbeque is
being catered by Sweet P’s!

DONATE TO COMPASSION CLOSET

The Compassion Closet exists to show the
love of Christ by providing quality clothing
and tangible goods to children in foster care.
We also desire to serve aging-out youth and
kinship placements as God allows and the
needs arise. The Compassion Closet exists to
provide quick-turn assistance to foster and
kinship families in the Eastern Tennessee
area.

Foster care is often messy.. most often,
placements are last-minute and the families
have little time to ensure they have the
specific items these children need. The
problem is made worse by the fact that often




children enter the system with only the clothes
they are wearing. These factors can cause the
first 24-48 hours of a new placement to be far
more stressful for everyone involved than they
should be. This is the core reason for the
Compassion Closet.

Outreach will be doing a collection during the
month of July for Compassion Closet. Children
are often placed with a foster family on very
short notice and with only the clothes they’re
wearing.

There will be a box in the Narthex labeled for
the collection of:

» Bras - all sizes

* Underwear - boys are the biggest need,
but also little girls.

» Boys clothing sizes 4-7.

* Hygiene items, shampoo/conditioner/body
wash for kids are all needed.

» School supplies: we are always in need of
things geared more towards high
schoolers such as 3-ring binders, college
ruled notebook paper, pens, larger sized
backpacks, pencils, highlighters, etc.

SERENITY SHELTER MINISTRIES

Many thanks to all who brought hygiene items
in April and May for Serenity Center Ministries!
A group from the Outreach team delivered
them last month, and we toured the beautiful
100-year-old brick home in a neighborhood
just east of downtown where they offer a
structured residential program of rescue,
recovery, and restoration for women dealing
with domestic violence, homelessness, or
addiction. About ten women and a dozen
children live in the home we saw, and there’s a
second home nearby.

The women attend classes on site and work
with their assigned counselors and case
managers during the day to overcome the
things that are keeping them from a full, self-
sufficient life. As they go through the program,
which usually takes from eighteen months to
three years, they develop confidence and

coping skills and gradually find a job, maybe
buy a used car, and eventually move into a
place of their own. Serenity is part of
KnoxArea Rescue Ministries (KARM), and they
believe that the key to a woman's recovery is
understanding that she is a unique creation,
deeply loved by God.

The Serenity program is one of the most
sought after for women directed by the court
to enter a rehabilitation program because
judges know it works. Women who are
mothers prefer it because their younger
children can stay with them. Serenity case
workers also try to help mothers whose
children have been taken away by the court to
regain custody. We heard about an older
woman who now calls her daughter every day
at lunchtime, but for years she lived on the
street and her daughter had no idea where she
was or if she was okay.

The atmosphere of acceptance and hope is
evident as soon as you approach the building.
The main floor has a large, covered front porch
with comfortable furniture, gathering spaces
for hanging out or watching TV, and offices for
staff. We saw the large closet where the
shampoo, soap, and other personal care items
we collected will be stored, then given to
residents as they need them. We saw the
laundry room where 1
women take care of |
their own clothes. 180

There's a commercial
kitchen and a full-
time cook who
prepares meals
each day, and a
smaller kitchen area
where residents can
fix snacks or pack lunches. The large dining
room has a children’s playroom on one side
and a courtyard garden across from it.
Bedrooms are on the second floor; mothers
and their children share a room, and single
women double up with a roommate. The
basement has a well-equipped classroom



space.

We saw a rack of formal gowns, and our guide
explained that they held a fashion show to
boost the women's self-esteem. Residents
shopped after hours at a KARM store where
dresses in the requested sizes had been put
aside. Each woman also selected shoes and
accessories to complete her outfit. On the day
of the show, they had their hair and makeup
done. After the show the women could keep
the dresses; even if they didn't have anywhere
to wear them, seeing them hanging in
theircloset reminds them that they have
potential.

Erin Church donates $1,200 each year to
Serenity Ministries. Each donation or purchase
you make at a KARM store also helps, since
the funds from selling donated items support
KARM'’s programs. You can also drop off
women'’s clothes in very good condition
directly to Serenity; just call the number on
their website. They also welcome volunteers,
so if you've been thinking you'd like to donate
time to a worthwhile cause this might be your
chance.

J YordPlayers
Theatre
Company

The WordPlayers are excited to produce the
Broadway musical HAIRSPRAY!

July 10th & 11th at 7:30pm and July 11th &
12th at 2:30pm at Bijou Theatre, 803 S Gay St,
Knoxville

Hairspray is a joyous, 1960s-set musical about
Tracy Turnblad, a plus-size teen who integrates
a local dance show and challenges societal
prejudices. The story champions Christ-like
themes of inclusivity, racial justice, and
neighborly love.

The central conflict revolves around breaking
down racial segregation on television. This
deeply aligns with the biblical mandate for
equality, as God shows no partiality and calls
all believers to love others equally regardless
of race or background. Furthermore, Tracy’s
character challenges superficial standards of
beauty and social status, choosing instead to
value the marginalized. This directly reflects
the Gospel's emphasis on lifting up the lowly
and recognizing the intrinsic, God-given worth
of every person.

Tickets range from $28-$32 and may be
purchased in advance online or at the Ticket
Office. Tickets will also be available at the
door.

Group Rate: $25.00/ticket (20 or more)
To arrange for a group to attend, please fill out
the Group Sales Request Form here:

knoxbijou.org/group-sales/

For tickets and more information, please see
our website:
https://wordplayers.org/2025/08/19/hairspray.
L

SEEKING A COMPANION

Kellan Sarles is looking to interview a man or
woman who would enjoy being a companion,
personal assistant, and occasional driver 4-10
hours/week for Ben. Ben is 45, enjoys movies,
video games, golfing and outdoor activities,
country music, eating out, sporting events,
family activities, and more. His companion
would help him grocery shop, complete
errands, and do tasks at home. There may

be the possible option of providing overnight
respite care.

The successful applicant will have a
compassionate and fun-loving disposition,

a clean driving record, and a safe, insured
automobile. Under the rules of TennCare
and ECF Choices, current CPR and First Aid
certification, as well as a clean background


https://knoxbijou.org/group-sales/?utm_id=97758_v0_s00_e227_tv2_tp1_a1demo0iulvlx9&fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExYVpRVUN6NU9uZ2xkOUhkSXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR5MEQXBDUqh_fS9x9UqKlZwKSqev3YHI5QzdRSH2zoVEVlp44aB0bnyebG2sQ_aem_ZVjTAOUdDO0wGMV3VUdt_Q
https://wordplayers.org/2025/08/19/hairspray/
https://wordplayers.org/2025/08/19/hairspray/
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check will be required of the individual who

takes the job. y/

The position provides a competitive hourly

wage and flexible schedule. Kellan invites you W .

to reach out to local family or friends who may % ‘ ?
be interested. For more information or to '

interview, please respond to:

sarleskellan@gmail.com. . .
T Kim Pennington

FLOWERS PAYMENT REQUEST

While working on our budget for 2026-2027, 10 Chloe Levering

we discovered over $500 in unpaid Sunday 13 Leah Taber
flower arrangements for the fiscal year of

2025-2026. The loss is significant enough 13 William Taber
that we feel it's important to send a letter to

request payment for the unpaid arrangements. 15 Ben Sarles
We can't simply absorb the cost, as it's coming

out of a team’s budget. G 17 Mike Jones

And we get it! This is
likely the only bill that
doesn’t come directly
out of your account
and/or arrive in the
mail to remind youl!

20 Lindsey Barber
20 Gabby Denny

26 Amanda Murphy
30 David Leckie

30 Ali Sarles

Going forward, we will
send out a bill for
unpaid arrangements
monthly.

Thank you for helping us be good stewards
of church finances as we enjoy the beauty
of flowers on Sunday mornings.

The Church office will be closed on Monday, July 6" for Independance Day.


mailto:sarleskellan@gmail.com

JULY VOLUNTEERS

JULY 5TH JULY 12TH JULY 15TH JULY 26TH
BELL RINGER BELL RINGER BELL RINGER BELL RINGER
Luna Wiggins Lucas Barber Eliza Barber William Taber

GREETER GREETER GREETER GREETER
Tony and Kelli Pat Wallin Brooks Eggers Jim Thompson
Canan-Denny Mike Cate Kathy Boyd Susan Miller

GUIDE GUIDE GUIDE GUIDE

Eliza Barber

Kellan Sarles Kelcey Levering David Eggers

READER
Rickey McCallum Betty Gibbs Robbie Levering Henry Fellers
USHERS USHERS USHERS USHERS
Linda Quinley Jim Montgomery Robbie Levering Kim Pennington
Brooks Eggers Jim Thompson Kelcey Levering Gary Pennington

Rickey McCallum Susan Miller Mike Cate Dusty Pennington

COUNTERS COUNTERS COUNTERS COUNTERS
Craig Strand David Eggers loe laynes Andy Sarles

Rickey McCallum John House Ann Snodgrass Neill Murphy
LIGHTS LIGHTS LIGHTS LIGHTS

Neill Murphy Anna McKay David Cowen Neill Murphy

SOUND SOUND SOUND SOUND
Tammy Murphy David Snodgrass Joe Jaynes Tammy Murphy
STREAMING STREAMING STREAMING STREAMING
Phil Watkins Kevin Griffin Phil Watkins Kevin Griffin
SLIDES SLIDES SLIDES SLIDES
David Cowen Craig Strand Anna McKay David Snodgrass
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