
 

 

 

 
 

Service of Worship for the Lord’s Day 
August 2, 2026    Ordinary 18 

 

Prayers written by Pastor Joseph. 

 
PRELUDE   "Aria"  Paul Manz 
  

CALL TO WORSHIP   From Psalm 145 

Pastor: I will lift you up high, my God, the true king. 
  

People: I will bless your name forever and always. 
  

Pastor: The LORD is merciful and compassionate. 
  

People: Very patient, and full of faithful love. 
  

Pastor: My mouth will proclaim the LORD’s praise, 
  

People: And every living thing will bless God’s holy name forever and always! 
 

All: Let us worship God! 
  

HYMN   #396  Brethren, We Have Met to Worship 

 
PRAYERS OF ADORATION AND CONFESSION  Adapted from Isaiah 55 and Romans 9 
 

Guide: God of providence and truth, we rejoice in your generosity. You create us, give us life, and 
adopt us as your children. 
  

People: You are the one who gives water to the thirsty, food to the hungry, and good things to the 
poor. You invite us to enjoy the richest of feasts, and yet we spend our resources, our time, our 
money, our energy, on things which do not satisfy. 
  

Guide: We carry great sadness and constant pain in our hearts, and too often we only seek to soothe 
that pain without changing our behavior that leads to our bruised spirits. 
  

People: Forgive our stiff-necked resistance to the good things you give us! Turn our hearts toward 
faithfulness to your everlasting covenant, so that we might come to you, listen to you, and live in 
ways that embody the promise of the steadfast love we have inherited. Now, we silently confess our 
sins to you... 



 

 

 
  

- Silent Confessions - 

  

Guide: Lord God, you are the one who rules over all things, and are blessed forever. Amen. 
  

PROMISE OF THE GOSPEL    Adapted from Romans 8 

Guide: Scripture tells us that all sin, all fall short of the glory of God, but also teaches us that the 
promise of the Gospel is that that nothing can separate us from God’s love in Christ Jesus our Lord: 
not death or life, not angels nor rulers, not present things or future things, not powers or height or 
depth, or any other thing that is created. Beloved of the LORD, believe the promise of the gospel, 
People: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 
  

CHORAL RESPONSE  (in unison) 

#582  “Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me”                         
  

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION   Adapted from Deuteronomy 8:3 

Reader: Lord God, you who provided manna in the wilderness to our spiritual ancestors, teach us 
again that we do not live on bread alone, but we live based on what you say. Nourish our souls 
through the reading and proclamation of your Word, which we seek in the words of Holy Scripture 
together today. 
  

SCRIPTURE READINGS  
 

Matthew 14:22-33 
22-24 Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to the other 
side, while he dismissed the crowd. After he had dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside by 
himself to pray. Later that night, he was there alone, and the boat was already a considerable 
distance from land, buffeted by the waves because the wind was against it. 
  

25-26 Shortly before dawn Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. When the disciples saw him 
walking on the lake, they were terrified. “It’s a ghost,” they said, and cried out in fear. 
  

27 But Jesus immediately said to them: “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.” 
  

28 “Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the water.” 
  

29 “Come,” he said. Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward 
Jesus.  
  

30 But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, save me!” 
  

31-32 Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. “You of little faith,” he said, “why did 
you doubt?” And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down.  
  

33 Then those who were in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 
  

All: This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. Amen.  
  



 

 

SERMON   “Watch Your Step”  Rev. Wyn Bryant 
 

HYMN   #515  I Come With Joy 

 

OFFERTORY   “God, Himself, is Present“  David Cherwien 
 

*OFFERING  (in unison)  “God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending” 
God, Whose giving knows no ending, from Your rich and endless store,  
Nature’s wonder, Jesus’ wisdom, Costly cross, grave’s shattered door:  
Open wide our hands in sharing, as we heed Christ’s ageless call,  
Healing, teaching, and reclaiming, serving You by loving all. 
  

DEDICATION  (in unison)   
Blessed are you, O God, king of the universe. We rejoice in the grace we have been given and seek 
to serve you by cheerfully giving these offerings to glorify and serve you.  Use these offerings to 
pour out your love upon all people through your church. In Christ s name we pray. Amen. 
 

COMMUNION  
 

Invitation to the table 
 

Prayer of Great Thanksgiving 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with You.  
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord.  
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Pastor: Blessing, praise, and thanks are yours, holy God. Therefore, we join our voices with the choirs 
of heaven, and with all the faithful of every time and place, who forever praise your name, saying, 
People: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest! 
Pastor: Holy God, we thank you for…we ask all this in the name of your son our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
taught us to pray, saying, “Our Father, who art in heaven…” (The Lord’s Prayer p. 35 debts/debtors) 
 

The Words of Institution 
 

Communion 
 

Prayer After Communion 
 

Vision & Mission 
Pastor: The mission of Erin Church is to belong to the diverse family in Christ; 
People: to love and accept all as God’s children; 
Pastor: to become disciples who embody and share the gospel; 
People: and to serve our church and beyond. 



 

 

All: Unified in Christ, we actively seek to create harmony in a diverse community through 
compassion, mutual respect, and love.  
 

CLOSING HYMN  #547 Go, My Children, With My Blessing  

 

BENEDICTION   Rev. Wyn Bryant 
 
DOXOLOGY  (in unison)  #606 
  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

POSTLUDE   "Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ”   John Behnke 
 
 
 
 DAILY BIBLE READINGS 

Sunday is Pastor Joseph's one-year anniversary as our pastor, 
and he'll be revisiting his first sermon among us.  

What sticks out to you from the past year?  
What do you see God doing through us in the years to come? 

  

  MONDAY  Romans 1:8-15 

  TUESDAY  Acts 2:37-47 

  WEDNESDAY  Proverbs 1:20-33 

  THURSDAY  Psalm 105:1-6 

  FRIDAY  Acts 18:24-28 

  SATURDAY Ezekiel 36:22-28 

  SUNDAY  Matthew 14:22-33 


